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Gautama Answers
Bimbisara

1. Thus spoke the monarch of the Magadhas, who spoke well and strongly like Indira; but having heard it, the prince did not
hiter He was firm like a mountain. 2. Being thus addressed by the monarch of the Magadhas, Gautama, in a strong speech
with a friendly face, - self-possessed, unchanged, thus made answer: 3. “What you have said is not to be called a strange
Ihing for thee. O King! born thou in art in the great family whose ensign is the lion, and lover as thou art thy friends, that ye
should adopt this line of approach towards him who stands as one of they friends s only natural. 4. *Amongst the evil-minded,
& friendship worthy of their family, ceases to continue and fades; it is only the good who keep increasing the old friendship
of Iheir ancestors by anewsuccessionof friendly acts. 5. “But those menwho actunchangingly towards their friends inreverse
of fortune, | esteem in my heart as true friends. Who is not the friend of the prosperous man, in his times of abundance? 6.
“So those who, having obtained riches in the world, employ them for the sake of their friends and religions, - their wealth has
teal solidity, and when it perishes it produces no pain at the end. 7. “This thy suggestion concerning me, O King, is prompted
by pure generosity and friendship; | will meet thee courteously with simple friendship; | would not utter aught else in my reply.
8| am not so afraid even of serpents.nor of thunderbolts falling from heaven, nor from flames blown together by the wind,
a5 | am afraid of these worldly objects. 9. “These transient pleasures, - the robbers of our happiness and our wealth, and
which float empty and like illusions through the world, - infatuate man’s minds even when they are only hoped for, - still more
‘when they take up their abode in the soul. 10. “The victims of pleasure attain notto happiness even inthe heaven of the gods,
siill less in the world of mortals; he who is athirst s never satisfied with pleasures, as the fire, the friend of the wind, with fuel.
11. “There is no calamity in the world like pleasures, people are devoted to them through delusion; when he once knows the
" ruth and so fears evil, what wise man would of his own choice desire evil? 12. “When they have obtained all the earth girdled
- by the sea, kings wish to conquer the other side of the great ocean; mankind is never satiated with pleasures, as the ocean
~ with the waters that fall into it. 13. “What it had rained a golden shower from heaven, and when he had conquered the
~ continents and had even obtained the half of Sakra’s throne, Mandhatri was still full of craving for worldly objects. 14. “Though
~ he enjoyed the kingdom of the gods in heaven, when Indra had concealed himself through fear of Vritra, and though in his
pride he had made the great Rishis bear his litter Nahusha was not satisfied. 15. “Who would seek these enemies bearing
_ the name of pleasures, by whom even those sages have been overcome, who were devoted to other pursuits, whose only
clothes were rags, whose food roots, fruits, and water and who wear their twisted locks as long as snakes? 16. “When they
hear of the miseries of those who are intent on pleasure and are devoted to worldly pursuits it well befits the self-controlled
1o fling it away. 17. “Success in pleasure is to be considered a misery in the man of pleasure, for he becomes intoxicated
“whenthe pleasures of his desire are attained; through intoxication he does what should not be done, not what should be done;
and being wounded thereby he falls a miserable end. 18. “These pleasures which are gained and kept by toil, which after
deceiving leave you and return whence they came, - these pleasures which are built borrowed for a time, - what man of self-
gontrol, if he is wise, would delight in them? 19. “What man of self-control could find satisfaction in these pleasures which
ara like a torch of hay, - which excite thirst when you seek them and when you grasp them? 20. “What man of self-control
could find satisfaction in these pleasures which are like flesh that has been flung away, and which produces misery by their
being held in common with Kings? 21. “What man of self-control could find satisfaction in these pleasures, which, like the
senses, are destructive, which bring calamity on every hand to those who abide inthem? 22. “Those men of self-control who
are bitten by them in their hearts, fall into ruin and attain not bliss - what man of seif-control could find satisfaction in these
pleasures, which are fike an angry, cruel serpent? 23. “Even if they enjoy them men are not satisfied, - like dogs famishing
with hunger over a bone, - what man of self-control could find satisfaction in these pleasures, which are like a skeleton
gomposed of dry bones? 24. “He whose intellect is blinded with pleasures the wretch, who is the miserable slave of hope
for the sake of pleasures, well deserves the pain of death even in the world of living.

(Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings & Speeches, Volume XI, Rs.70 1992, Gout., of
Maharashtra, Bombay). The book may be had from Director, Government Printing,
Stationery and Publications, Netaji Subhash Road, Bombay - 400 004.
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Dalit SOS on racism & persecution of

DALIT VOICE]

The Voice of the Persecuted Nationalifies
_Denied Human Rights

Untouchables in India reaches
Black MPs in America

DR. VELU ANNAMALAI, PRESIDENT, INTERNATIONAL DALIT SUPPORT GROUP,
PO BOX 842066, HOUSTON, TEXAS 77284-2066, US ;

T his is a copy of my letter to Kweisi Mfume, Chair-
man, Congressional Black Caucus, Room 344,
Building FHOB, Washington DC 20515-6805, regard-
ing the continued and horrifying human rights abuses
on the Black Untouchables of India and his warning to
the Indian Govt. while speaking on the $41-million in
development aidtoIndiawhichis
goriest violator of human rights
on'a large section of its commu-
nity in the name of caste system
(racism) and untouchability. It is
difficult to narrate in this letterthe
abuses the upper castes perpe-
trate on the 200-million Untouch-
ables for over 3,000 years in the
name of their evil religiously or-
.dained teachings.

Sanctified racism: Though the
world knows this barbaric sys-
tem as caste system it should in
fact be called sanctified racism.
Yes, what the upper castes are

racism, and itis sanctified racism
because it is part of their brahminical Hindu religion.

Runoko Rashidi work: These Untouchables are the
original Black people whose forefathers migrated from
Africa over 7,000 years ago. They established one of

_the oldest and the best civilizations in the world, the
Indus Valley Civilization, which the white barbaric and
nomadic Aryans destroyed and made our people as
their slaves. Brother Runoko Rashidi of Los Angeles,
an eminent African-American historian and an expertin
African Presence in Early Asia, will be glad totalktoyou
about this subject.

The caste system was initiated on the basis of colour,
andthe real name ofthis caste is “varna” system, varna
means colour in Sanskrit language. The Untouchables
and the tribal people of India are Black, racially, physi-
cally and even culturally. The Untouchables and the
tribals are now calling themselves Dalits. meaning

{ Dalit Volice
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The year 1993 has been declared |
by the United Nations as the Year |
of the World's Indigenous i
Peoples. In India, history says i
Dalits (20%) and Tribals (10%) i
are its indigenous people. Ary- g
ans are alien intruders. SC/STs i far from the truth!!
|
|
!
i
1
|

‘Broken and Crushed’. | am enclosing a book, The
Dalits - The Black Untouchables of India, written by

‘our foremost crusader V.T. Rajshekar, and forworded

by Dr. Y.N, Kly, a specialist in International Human
Rights Law and an African-American. Would you be-
lievethatthe Gowvt. of India has confiscated Rajshekar’s
passport to prevent him from
traveling to other countries so
that he will not speak on the
caste system and untouchabil-
ity and the genocide on these
people? This government is
called "the biggest democracy
in the world’. Nothing can be

must observe the Year to make
the fact known of their existence
and also the reckless violation of
their human rights to the UN at
the Centre for Human Rights,
1211 - Geneva - 10, Switzerland.

(SEE ALSO PAGE -5)
practicing is nothing but hard core N o e e e e e e s e

Wanted force: The abuseson
the Untouchables continue
even today unabated, but
shamelessly the whole world
ighores even to talk about it
leave alone do something to
correct it. Whether or not you
know the severity of this issue
and that the Untouchables are
Black people while supporting Hon. Burton’s Bill, we
want to educate you about this evil system with the
hope that persons like you and your members will do
something about it. The upper castes/Hindus will
not change their obnoxious practices until the
world forces them to do so. They are a mentally
sick people. Anyone who can justify and practice
the evil caste system and untouchability (sancti-
fied racism) has to be tyrannically sick. These
Hindus happily and religiously follow thése heinous
practices right at your backyard too; yes, the upper
castes, who are probably circling around you are
hypocritically lecturing you everything about tolerance,
non-violence, brotherhood, etc., practice these cold-
blooded evils in the US too!

Warning to US: Recently, there is a move in the US
Congress 'to organize a Congressional Caucus on
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I8 1o lure the enormous money available from the
upper castes living this country. Hope the members of
the Congressional Black Caucus will not fall a prey to
this blood-soiled money.

Any support form the US Congress for India Caucus or

the opposition to such Bills as Hon. Burton’s will.

definitely send only a wrong message to the perpetra-
tors of horrible violations in India that it is perfectly OK
to treat. human beings worse than animals and call
them untouchables.

These 200 million Untouchables have been discrimi-
nated, segregated, exploited, kicked, killed, raped,
paraded naked, their meager belongings destroyed,
and forced to live as sub-humans since their birth by
the upper castes of India. These atrocities are being
perpetrated for over 3,000 years. If there is one
single human rights violation issue in the entire
world, it Is the lives of these 200 million Untouch-
ables. Any other human right probiem in the whole
world will pale into insignificance in front of the heinous
caste system and untouchability. We are not against
India. As a matter fact the perpetrators of these
crimes are the real perpetrators oftyrannicalcrimes
of Himaiayan proportions by telling them that they
can continue their crimes against humanity.

More than half a million Untouchables are forced to
carry human excrement on their heads even today in
indial These unfortunate Untouchables ‘are forced to
drink urine and eat human excrement in India!! Please
also read the attached article, “Caste violates Human
Rights Law: Untouchables Worst Effected”by Roshani
M. Gunewardene. (DV Aug 1-15, 93)

Piease read an enclosed ariicle written by an African
student studying in India. You will know the barbarism
practiced against the Black people in India. {DV Aug
16-31, 93)

Forgotten humans: We are requesting you to speak
out for the unfortunate and forgotten 200 million sub-
humans of India, and to let the Indian upper caste
tyrannical rulers know thatthe world will no longerkeep
silent while they continue to treat a portion of their
people as Untouchables and sub-humans.

Memorial to Gandhi: Dr. John Henrik Clarke, an
eminent African-American historian, has promised us
that he will get in touch with the "Black Caucus” on the
issue of the Black people inIndia. Also we are fighting
to stop a memorial in Washington, DC to M.K. Gandhi,
who was and is stili the No.1 enemy of the Black
Untouchables of India. We had sent an appeal to the
concerned Senators on this issue. As and when this
issue comes up again (presently it is' dormant) we,
need your support to stop it permanently. All you have

| 4] | Dalit Voice [

heard about Gandhi, the mentor of Dr. Martin Luther
King on his non-violence path, is nothing but a myth,
and Dr. Clarke can vouch for it.

The 200 million Black Untouchables are counting your
(their blood relatives) supportin their life-long struggle.
The Black Untouchables of India need your support,
and counting o it. ]

Kashmir should be
allowed to secede?

New Delhi: The army in the Kashmir val ley is “an army
cf occupation” and “like all armies of occupation will
some day be forced to vacate ignominiously the areas
it occupies”, says the former Foreign Secretary, R.D
Sathe.

in a letter to Dr. Dabholkar, author of an investigative
report on Kashmir, Sathe says that India has no
“Muslim friends” left in the valley and that the Kashmiri
Muslim is now fanatically opposed to any integration
with the Indian polity. “He has alsc lost the fear of the
gun” :
Doubttful means: The letter, which has been fully
reproduced in a Marathi book written by Dr. Dabholkar
on the pros and cons of the Kashmir issue, says that
“military occupation” of Kashmir valley, besides being
enormously costly, is taking a toll in many other ways.
Rejecting the view that Kashmir's defection would
. weaken India’s policy of secularism, Sathe says the
-argument is spurious as Indian secularism is not
dependent on what a minuscule portion of the vast
Muslim minority of India thinks and does.

According to Sathe, integration of Kashmir into india
was accomplished by doubtful means. “In any case, if
people wish to break their link with India they must not
be denied the choice. But this must be done in a
civilized manner.” He also feels that human rights
violations inthe valley wouldisolate India internationally.
(Hindu Sept.7)

(DV Oct.1 P11 “VP Menon on Kashmir
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| KASHMIR i
A People terrorised |
i A report on torture, extra-judicial execution, rape, !

arbitrary arrests, disappearances and other

f vioiations of basic human rights by the Indian i
|  Security Forces In indian-administered Kashmir. ||
i 1993 pp.100 §
Patanjali M. Varadarajan, Levine Memorial Lecturer |
" in Law, Trinity College, Oxford University |
1 OX 13BH, UK
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Indian Govt. refusing to observe 1993 as
Year of Indigenous People

S. FAIZI, PO BOX 61681, RIYADH - 11575, SAUDI ARABIA

| have addressed a leiter to the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court of India, New Delhi, to direct the Gowt,
of India to observe meaningfully the International Year
for the World's Indigenous People (1993), to which it
has committed on the forum of the UN General Assem-
bly.

I am an'ndian national, ecologist, presently working in
Riyadh. Ever since the observation of the Year was
started in January, under the coordination of the UN, |
have been screening Indian newspapers for news on
the Year observations in India, but in vain.. | was in
India in April and May on vocation and the absence of
any visible programme on the Year in the country, and
further enquiries | have made have led me to conclude
thatthe Year is not being observed in India. To confirm
this | wrote a letter to the Ministry of External Affairs,
but no reply was received.

internationial obligation: india has an interiational
political obligation to observe the Year as the UN
General Assembly resolution proclaiming 1993 as the
"international Year for the World's | ndigenous People"
invites member states “to ensure that preparations are
made for the year” (resolution no: 45/146, 18 Dec.
1990, A subsequent UN General Assembly resolution
specifying the details for the preparation for the year
encourages member states “to consult with indig-
enous people, and non-govemmental organizatinns
working with them, regarding activities for the year’
and further “invites States again to inform the (UN)
Secretary Generaioftheirinitiatives”. (resolution no.46/
128, 17 Dec. 1991). india, having ratified the UN
Charter and being a member of the UN, has an
international political obligation to follow the decision of
the UN General Assembly.

Moral responsibility: The Year is an important inter-
national event undertaken by the global community
and India being a responsible member of this commu-
nity has a moral responsibility to participate in this
international event. Even countries with dominant
European settlers’ populations, whose annihila-
tion of the indigenous people form the most
systematic genocide in human history, are taking
the lead in observing the Year.
i Dalit Voice

The convention on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
coordinated by the International Labour Organization,
of which India is a member, seeks, at the global level,
to empower the indigenous people. The Convention on
Biological Diversity, which India has signed, requires
the parties to ensure the full participation of the indig-
enous people in the management of natural resources.
The Rio de Janeiro Declaration and the Agenda 21 that
came out of the high profile UN Conference on Environ-
ment and Development at which India was repre-
sented by the Prime Minister himself, forcefully call for
respecting the rights of the indigenous people and
giving them prominent role in deciding over matters
that would affect their life." The plight of indigenous
communities world wide has found its place on the
international agenda and the global community is
gearing itself to bring long-denied justice to the indig-
enous people. This makes the moral responsibility of
India to observe the Year squarely important.

Domestic responsibility: India’s indigenous people -
thetribal people and Dalits - are abysmally marginalized
and they are forced to stay far away from the main-
stream socio-economic life of the country, The centu-
ries-old caste system, worse than the apartheid re-
gime, has kept them like a people under occupation.
The living tragedy of this people, who constitute
30% of our population, and the connivance of the
establishment in perpetuating this tragedy and
the insensitivity of the judiciary have been glar-
ingly recognized by the Supreme Court in a judg-
ment delivered in February 1993 by Justice Kuldip
Singh and Justice Ramaswamy . (Hindustan Times
Feb.22 1993). Fortunately the architects of our Consti-
tution had recognized the gravity of the plight of our
indigenous pecple and recognized their rights in the
Constitution. But the power of the establishment is so
ruthless that it has successfully resisted the constitu-
tional objectives of equity and justice. For a systematic
documentation of the worsening plight of the indig-
enous people you may consult the Govt. document
Report of the Commissioner for Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribes 1986-87.

Producers of wealth: A fair look will prove that the
October 16-31 1993 5 |




ndigenous people are the most worthy Indians. They
have conserved the forests for millinia, they have kept
the rivers pure an they have protected the resilience of
the nature. Their wisdom and knowledge of nature and
the ways of using it to the advantage of all - including
thefuture generations - is superiortothe knowledge we
have borrowed from the west. They have patiently
suffered all disasters imposed upon them. They were
the fuel for building our modern nation.

Dalit spirituality: Today, when all our organized reli-
gions pursue a course of confrontation and mutual
destruction, it is the spirituality of the Dalits that re-
mains benign and truly universal and one that indeed
soothens the country. Now it is time for us to come to
terms with history, to balance history. -India should
make an intensive and sustained effort to reform the

society in order to accord the indigenous people their
rightful place in the socio-economic life of our nation.
“The International Year for the World's Indigenous
People" is a tremendous opportunity to help build
public awareness on the rights of the indigenous
people and to help them assert their role in the society.
In asituation where no opportunity should be missed to
promote the cause of the acutely marginalized people,
the refusal by the Indian Govt. to observe the Year
cannot be pardoned.

Public interest petition: | appeal to you to kindly
consider this letter as a petition in public interest and -
instruct the Gowt. to fully observe the Year. In consid-
ering this petition, it is my appeal that you may conform
to the concerns expressed by the Supreme Court in its
statement cited above. [ |

Does Muslim poverty cause “communal” riots?

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Laloo corners Aryans

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore: Muslims are given a mis-
chievous mantra. They are told their
‘problem” would be no more with edu-
cation and economic advancement.
Such an upper caste argument coming
from the very oppressors of Muslims
was refuted in DV several times. (DV
Edit, Aug.16, 1984: "Is poverty the
cause of anti-Muslim riots?"}) And
yet it needs repetition as the oppres-
sors go on repeating their stale argu-
ment in their “national” toilet papers to
such of those Muslims willing to be
fooled. The best example is Bhatkal, a
prosperous port town on the coastal

“economic progress” which naturally
created lots of heart-burning among
“Hindus”, meaning the upper castes
who are led by a Brahmin jati cailed
Havyaks. The notorious ex-CM,
Ramakrishna Hegde, convicted by
three judicial commissions for corrup-
tion, belongs to this jati which is the
brain behind nazi activities in this dis-
trict of Uttara Kannada.

Nazis lies: When the Muslims of
Bhatkal are a “prosperous lot”, as ad-
mitted by Hindus, how “Hindu-Muslim”
riots could occur there? Going by the
Upper caste argument “it is lack of
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BHATKAL_BLASTS UPPER CASTE_MISCHIEVOUS. MANTRA

Karnataka. In the continuous “Hindu-
Muslim riots” from April 1 to this day, a
total of 20 died so far. In the past five
months, the town has been under cur-
few for 60 days.

Havyak havoc: Reports say the “com-
munal divide” is total. Muslims are in a
majority and most of them belong to a
sect called Navayats who control the
economy of the town. Navayats trace
their origin to Iran. S.M. Yahya,
Karnataka Education Minister, is a
Navayat. Muslims are a hard-working
and disciplined people and thereby
achieved fairly good educational and

education and economic advancement
that causes Hindu-Muslim riots” But
Bhatkal Muslims are fairly educated
and also prosperous and yet why they
have been -subjected to anti-Muslim
riots? Bhatkal gives the lie to this mis-
chievous mantra. In fact, it is exactly
the opposite. The moment the Mus-
lims get educated and become pros-
perous, Hindu nazis become jealous
and then engineer anti-Muslim riots to
crush their progress. Bhatkal has
proved it as did Moradabad, Bhiwandi,
Aligarh. The Editor would like to visit
Bhatkal and prepare a detailed report.

Bangalore: India has not seen a
chief Minister like Laloo Prasad so
far. That is why he has become
India’s most hated leader and the
upper caste press is daily pouring
venom. But this down-to-earth
.Dravida is going ahead caring a
twopence for these Aryan hate-mon-
gers.

His master-stroke is in making En-
glishcompulsory. Because he knows
the Aryans are able to defeat the
Dravidas only because of their mas-
teryoverEnglish. (DV' Sept. 16, p.11:
“Man behind Laloo Miracle in
Bihar”)

He may give the impression that he
does notknow English but one should
see him talk to someone who does
not understand Hindi. After all, he
gothis BA andthe law degrees when
it was not possible to do so without a
working knowledge of English. His
latest actis bringing a Bengali Back-
ward Caste as Chief Secretary. A.K.
Basak’s appointment has rattled the
whole lot of Aryan officials becatse
it sidelined three of his seniors, C.R.
Veenkataraman, an lyer Brahmin, P.K.
Mishra, a Bhumihar Brahmin, and
R.K. Srivastava, a Kayasth. i
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Brahminism as a mental disease

killing India

V.T. RAJSHEKAR

Keynote address delivered at the inauguration of the Bahujan Samaj, a new cultural oraganisation of
BC/SC and Muslim intellectuals of Kerala, by Dr. Rahulan, President, SNDP Yogam, Kerala, on June 6
1993 at Trichur, Kerala. Sub: “Brahminism, cause of India’s Backwardness"

Sisters and brothers,

| don’t know what made you to select
me to address a distinguished gath-
ering of social scientists and intellec-
tuals, that too on a subject on which
| haven't had any specialization.

Your general secretary, Prof. T.B.
Vijaykumar, showed me the list of
office-bearers of the Bahujan Samaj
and | found in it distinguished per-
sonalities.

Except that | am a victim of
brahminism and that | am the Editor
of a journal dealing with India’s vast
Persecuted Nationalities Denied
Human Rights - whoare all victims of
brahminism - | have no other qualifi-
cation,

Of course, | am the author of two
works:

1. Brahminism - Curse of India; and

2. Brahminism - Father of Racism,
Fascism and Zionism

Both these books published by the
Dalit Sahitya Akademy are sold out
and DSA has no money to reprint
them despite big demands for the
books.

This is perhaps my second visit to
Trichur. My earlier visit was on the
invitation of Dr. Rahulan for some
SNDP Yogam conference many
years back.

Cultural caplital: Normally, this sub-
jectof brahminismis neverdiscussed
on public platforms. Nobody has the
courage, particularly in recent years
which witnessed a tremendous up-
surge in brahminical nazism.

S Dalit Voice }:i i

That you made bold to discuss this
subject in Trichur, the so-called cul-
tural capital of Kerala, and that too in
this very hall of the Kerala Sahitya
Akademy, the centre of double-dis-
tilled brahminism, proves that you
are a set of people with courage and
conviction. | congratulate you.

Brahmin women: Thoughover85%
of India’s population is the victim of
brahminism including a section of
Brahmins themselves and the entire
lot of Brahmin women, very little
discussion is taking place in this
country, inits press or platform. There
is so much of fear. This was not so
just 10-15 years ago. Periyar EV
Ramaswamy used to publicly ex-
pose brahminism. But today Tamil
Nadu is under a Brahmin chief min-
ister who has re-established the
brahminical hegemony over the
State.

This hesitation to discuss
brahminism in public is because
the English-knowing people ( a
tiny, less than 2% of the popula-
tion) and even the Indian lan-
guage-knowing people are mostly
from the upper castes who are
benefited by brahminism.

And hence this “educated” section
not only avoids any discussion on
brahminism but denigrates any writer
or speaker who dares to touch this
subject by dubbing him a casteist,
communalist, hate-monger and
hence anti-national.

Threatening letters: Delhi’s largest
circulated English daily, Birla’'s

Hindustan Times, now and then pub-
lishes my “Letters to Editor” in which
| mildly criticise caste system and
upper casteism.

The moment my Letter is published
some enraged but honest Brahmins
directly write to me holding all sorts
of threats. Of course, the brave au-
thors ofthese letters don't write their
names - not to speak of their ad-
dresses. They abuse me in filthiest
oflanguage. This s the culture ofthe
votaries of brahminism. | pity them.

The point | am trying to make is any
open discussion on brahminism is
never allowed. When so much of
secrecy is surrounding this subject
your organisation has to be con-
gratulated for openly announcing the
subject matter of discussion and
conducting an open debate on that.
Andthattoointhis caste-ridden “cul-
tural-capital” of Kerala.

Secrecy: Why this secrecy on this
subject?

It is because this delicate subject
“hurts” our upper castes who are
also the country’s property-holders
and hence rulers.

The hundreds of Harshad Mehtas,
who have acquired so much ofillegal
wealth with the help of brahminism,
will not like their dirty linen to be
washed in public.

Nairs of Kerala: During the days of
Swami Dharma Thirtha (Para-
meswara Menon), the author of the
famous book, History of Hindu Impe-
rialism, and a Nair, even non-Brah-
mins like Nairs used to jein us in
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criticizing brahminism.

An English book on the “Nairs of
Kerala” refers to a Brahmin saying:
“if ever a Nair were to become a

university graduate, | will shave my
mustache”

So much was the Brahmin-Nair ha-
tred even as recently as 50 years
ago.

But today the same Nairs are the

strongest advocates of brahminism
(cheers).

Such Nairs may be in the Congress
or the marxist parties, naxalite par-
ties or eventhe KeralaSastraSahitya
Parishad but they all continue to be
votaries of brahminism. -~

Co-opting the critics: This is be-
cause brahminism has the tremen-
dous capacity to co-optits critics and
make the new recruits fight on behalf
of brahminism. Once upon a time
vaidik Brahmins were the sole sell-
ers of brahminism. When_ Vivek-
ananda, a shudra (Kayasth), and
thenM.K. Gandhi, aVaishya (Bania),
jumped into the bandwagon of
brahminism, this nazi philosophy
acquired a lot of respectability and
muscle power. Today the most vo-
ciferous practitioners of brahminism
aretheshudras like Nairs, Kayasths.
Marathas, Vokkaligas, Lingayats,
Reddys, Jets, Khammas,

Shudra muscle: Brahmins, of
course, are there. There can be no
brahminism withoutthe Brahmin. But
being a cowardly lot, the Brahmins
do not have the courage to engage
the victims of brahminismin a physi-
cai fight. This job is done by the
shudras. The landed shudras have
both the money and the muscle.

That is how in Karnataka the two
dominant landed shudra castes -
Lingayats and Vokkaligas - Andhra
Pradesh’'s Reddys and Khammas
have become the main oppressors
of SC/ST/BCs and Muslims. And
thereby they have become ardent
upholders of brahminism, which is
getting new feathers, new vigour.

Dalit Voice.

This is the secret of the big jump in
the popularity of our nazi parties like
RSS-BJP, Shiv Sena etc.

The subject you have given me is so
vast, (India’s principal contradiction)
that | cannot do justice to it even if
you give me one whole day. But
there is a time limit and we can
discuss furtherwhen | answer ques-
tions.

Bal Thackeray example: One ex-
ample can convince you how
brahminism is growing day by day
and threatening the country’s not
only unity and integrity but also its
social and economic well-being.

The famous example is the Hindu
nazi Shiv Sena chief Bal Thackeray.

Today, this Thackeray is considered
more brahminical than the pure
brahminical party of Chitpavan Brah-
mins, namely RSS.

Papayoni: Thackeray is a Kayasth

who accordingto the vedas are born
out of papayoni.

His father, Prabhodankar Thakre,
was the leader of the anti-Brahmin
party movement in Maharashtra be-
fore "independence”. He even started
a paper for his anti-Brahmin move-
ment.

But what is his son doing? He is the
greatest .upholder of brahminism,
which isthe father ofracism, nazism,
zionism (Read DSA book ofthe same’
title, 1993).

Tamil leaders: The other example
is the Darvidian leaders of Tamil
Nadu - both DMK and ADMK - bom
out of Periyar’s virulent anti-Brahmin
movement.

How Bal Thackeray and the TN's
Dravidianieaderstransformedthem-
seives into greatest bum-lickers of
Brahmins?

The answer to this provides the key
to the growth of brahminism.

Corrupting technique: Vaidik
brahminism or sanata dharma first
corrupts people through sama and
dana and then bedha. It resorts to
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dandaonly whenthefirstthree weap-
ons, used one after the other, fail.

The brahminical social order (BSO)
had used all the three weapons
against me but it did not succeed.
So, the last weapon is reserved and
may be used against me any time.

Ezhavas - not Hindus: This cor-
rupting technique was also used
against the Ezhavas.

Sri Narayana Guru was perhaps
Kerala’s most virulent crusader
against brahminism.

“Oru Matam, Oru Jati, Oru Daivam”
was his slogan.

He installed the “Ezhava Shiva” who
was notan Aryan God but aDravidian
deity.

Shiva worshipers are in majority all
over India. Hence to capture the
Shiva bhaktas, a dwarf Namboodiri
from Kerala called Adi Shankara did
the job of re-establishing brahminism
after destroying Buddhism.

After Adi Shankara, today you have.
the “Modern Shankara”, E.M.S.
Namboodiripad, to complete the job
through marxism (laughter).

Omand kavi: But the Guru’s move-
ment soon got corrupted and | wit-
nessed this corruption when | visited
Varkala where | saw Om written all
over in Sanskrit and monks wearing
kavi dress, though the Guru wore a
yellow robe. . '

Nitya Chaitanya Y ati has started giv-
ing discourses on Gita, thereby once
again pushing the once liberated
Ezhavas back to slavery as shudras
under brahminism.

SriNarayana Guru had liberated the
Ezhavas and constitutedthemintoa
separate community.

But this community, forming almost
30% ofthe Kerala population - single
biggest community - got corrupted
andthatis howbrahminismwas able
to once again enslave and swallow
them.
The Guru nevér said that Ezhavas
were Hindus. Like the Dalits they are




@ separate entity. But today what
happened to them?

The “Modern Shankara” has made a
mince-meat out of the Ezhavas.

Cross-thread marxists: Either un-
der the Congress, the original
brahminical party of india, or under
the ModernShankara’s cross-thread
marxist party, the Ezhavas could not
get any justice.

Ezhavas are perhaps the country’s
best example of slaves enjoying
their slavery (cheers).

Ezhavas did not have a single chief
minister after R. Shankar though
every party used them as its
musclemen.

Ecology heroes: Upper castes
fooled us in the name of marxism for
50 years.

Marxism having failed, the cross-
thread marxists have taken to new
weaponsto enslave us: environment
and ecology.

Trissur, | was told, is the centre for
these fellows. Beware of these ecol-
ogy heroes - enemies of SC/ST/
BCs, Musiims (cheers).

Ezhavas are also a good example in
the country to prove the efficacy of
brahminical corruptingtechniqueand
how through corruption it enslaves a
whole community.

Do you know why the Ezhavas are
enslaved? Because you have
ceased to be an organized com-
munity.

What do | mean when | say that you
are no longer an organized group?
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs are an
organized community because they
belong to an organized religion. But
you say you are Hindus. Until you
declare you are not Hindus and go
back to the Guru and take shelter
under his liberating religion, you will
continue to suffer. The Guru never
said that he was a Hindu.

The Kerala Kaumundi, the only
EzhavaMalayalam daily, is having a
Nair editor. To that extent your com-
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munity is devoid of intellectual
strength today. The SNDP Yogam
must bend its head in shame.
Musllm L.eague: Then we have the
beautiful example of the Muslim
League.

Its leadership has been corrupted by
the BSO and that is why the Op-
pressed Musiims are deserting the

. League.

| was an eye-witness to the League
leaders acting at the behest of the
BSO when | went to inaugurate the
Abdul Nasser Madani’s new party,
People’s Democratic Party or PDP.

PDP is Kerala's party of the future.
The brahminical press has tried its
best to spoil Madani’'s image but
masses do not believe it.

The police used lathis and broke up
the meeting at Calicut and all lead-
ers including Madani were arrested.
| was the only person spared. The
PDP inauguration was not allowed.
The brahminical forces used the
Muslim League leaders to attack
Madani. See the power of
brahminism.

Today, not only the Muslim League
in Kerala but the entire Muslim lead-
ership in the country has been cor-
rupted.

Babri Masjid: That is why even
after six months of the Babri Masjid
demolition, the Muslim leadership is
sleeping onits decisiontorebuild the
mosque.

Every community leadership has
been corrupted. Even the Dalit lead-
ership is corrupted. The forth com-
ing Ottapalam Lok Sabhabyelection
will teach a lesson to this corrupt
League leadership.

Corruption is the best and the
most effective weapon by which
brahminism kills a community,
destroys its identity and then
swallows it. Once a community

becomes rootless, it decays and

falls.
Sikhs, Christians, Tamils have been

all swallowed by brahminism. En-
slaved. Brahminismis growing taller,
fatter and heavier. Apart from the
15% Hindus, it derives support form
at least 5 to 10% of non-Hindu cor-
rupt followers.

Terrorism in Kashmir: Kashmiris
refusedtobe corrupted and enslaved
and that is why they are being vio-
lently tackled today through military
operation - just like the “Blue Star
Operation” against Sikhs.

Anybody not obeying is called a se-
cessionist, separatist, anti-national.
Call a dog mad and shoot. This is
what is happening in Kashmir today.

Sikhs finished: Sikhs have been
already finished, enslaved by using
Sikhs only. Jat Sikhs (K.P.S. Gill)
were used to kill Jat Sikhs.

Advocates of BSO say that
brahminism is the world’s best reli-,
gion and a sure solution to all human
problems.

“Poor” Brahmins: If this is true,
why brahminism has not been able
to solve Brahmins’ own poverty?

Brahmins very often complain that
there are good lot of “poor” Brahmins
among them. They demand job res-
ervations on par with SC/STs.

What does it prove?

If the Vedas, Upanishads and all
their “sacred scriptures” are the
panacea for all the ills of our society,
why these scriptures have not cured
Brahmins’ own illness?

Advocates of the BSO are also our
rulers. They occupy all important
positions from President and PM of
india down to bank managers,
Harshad Mehtas. Every sector of
our society is headed by a Brahmin
or a member of the BSO.

Merit & efficiency: Andthey defend
their monopoly saying that upper
castes alone have the "merit and"
efficiency".

If so, why the country is atthe bottom
of the world? Why India is being
pushed out from the Third World to

October 1 6-31 1993 |




the Fourth World?

Whythese merit-mongers havefailed
to give a proof of their “merit”?

| will have to conclude.

Total breakdown: If the country is
what it is today, the sole responsibil-
ity rests on brahminism.

Thie all-round moral corruption,
decay, utter chaos and confusion,
total breakdown of law and order,
environment pollution and the ris-
ing violence are all due to one
sole single factor - brahminism.

The BSO owns a majority of the
country’s properties, all important
positions, weilds all the power. BSO
is the master of everything.

Siege mentality: And yet why it is
suffering from a siege mentality?
This is because the members of this
brahminical social order suffer from
a peculiar mental disease that has
turned them into kill-joys.

They think they can be happy
only if others are miserable.

This is something unheard of in the
wholeworld. Is it possibleto create a
tiny island and happiness with filth
and misery surrounding all over?
Such a thinking defies history.

But the BSO is an exceptlon to this
universal rule.

BSO thinks it can be happy only at
the cost of others' happiness.

Extra peg: If the Muslims are
crushed and killed the BSO gets a
vicarious pleasure. On the day Babri
Masjid was demolished members of
the BSO jumped with joyand downed
an extra peg (laughter).

The same BSO derived supreme
satisfaction whenthousands of Sikhs

were killed with “Blue Star Opera-

tion”.
It gives them immense joy when SC/
STs are denied reservations.

BSO thinks it can benefit by denying
the reservationsto Backward Castes
as recommended by the Mandal
Commission.

Other’s suffering brings joy to BSO.
Other's pain brings it pleasure.

Have you heard of a people like this
anywhere in the world?

Battlefield: Thatis why| have called
this a mental disease. BSO'’s mental
disease has converted India into a
huge battlefield.

It needs a psychiatrist like Dr.
Sukumaran (who presided over the
seminar). The victims of brahminism
are not only those outside the BSO
butmembersofthe BSOthemseives
- particularly its women folk. It is our

duty to cure its mental disorder and
bring it back to sanity to restore the
country to its original splendour and
assurethe humanrights of the mem-
bers of BSO itself and thereby liber-
ate ourselves and the country.

That is all | have to say.
The 20th century is comingto an end

and with itthe “Gandhian Era”is also
coming to an end.

The 21st century will be Babasaheb
Ambedkar’'s and Sri Natrayana
Guru’s Era.

We have to get ready. (cheers). m

DVEdztor s final warning to Kerala
Muslim League

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore: The Editor of Dalit Voice,
V.T. Rajshekar, has written a letter to
Shiahab Thangal, chief of the Kerala
Muslim League, giving a "final warn-
ing” and at the same time assuring “to
rescue the League leadership before it
finds itself unemployed” following the
Ottapalam byelections. (DV Oct.1' 93
p.3: "Ottapalam warning*)

The letter dated Sept.15 asks the
League to quit the Congress coalition
in Kerala. It says:

1. You did not reply to our two letters
of April 27, 93 and also that of June
14, enclosing my Calicut speech, in-
augurating the PDP (Peeditharude
Party of Abdul Nasser Madani) which
your police refused to be delivered.
The speech has since been translated
to Malayalam and printed as a pam-
phlet, Keralathil Madani Tharan-
gam.Thousands of its copies have
been distributed in Ottapalam causing
the defeat of the Congress, the origi-
nal brahminical party of India.

2. We had also posted a full set of our
books on April 27 last. But you did not
acknowledge even a single communi-
cation of ours. Not only that, you even
refused to heed our repeated warnings

predicting that the Muslim masses of
Kerala are dead opposed to the League
sleeping with the Hindu nazi
Karunakaran.

3. Your silence arising out of your arro-

gance has made you and your party
eat dust in Ottapalam.

4. Will you at least now wake up and
see that your party parts company with
the Congress and the neogi brahmin
who caused the Babri masjid blast?

5. Please note that Muslims form the
second largest constituency of our jour-
nai, Dalit Voice, and hence we are in
intimate touch with the feelings of the
oppressed Muslims, not only in Kerala
but all over India. These Muslims are
bent upon crushing the Congress and
also its child, the Hindu nazi parties.

6. If you refuse to heed this final
warning, your party leadership will
soon find Itself unemployed. So,
please come to us and we will res-
cue you because Muslims and Dalits
are brothers and have to work to-
gether.

7. Please reply at least to this letter
and then let us meet to chalk out a
common programme to fight our com-
mon oppressor. ]
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Jan.16, 1983
Editorial: “Three Cheers fo Andhra and Kamaiaka®.

We congratuiate the SC/ST/BCs and Muslims of AP and
Karnataka for throwing out the oppressive regimes,
teaching a lesson. to the power-drunk politicians
pawned to dynastic rule. The Jan.5 voting in the two
crucial Assembly elections has given a clear rebuff fo
. forces of reaction. Itis true that Telugu Desam is jed by
an upper caste N.T. Rama Rao who may infroduce the
Khamma rule and Karnataka may bring in a corrupt
and communal person as Chief Minister. All the more,
we are happy that Congress Party is thrown ouf.
BJP all set fo take over Indira Gandhi: Dalits and
Muslims Beware: The chorus of protests against the
memo of 45 Muslim MPs to the PM seeking protection
to Muslims and the RSS demand “to derecognise the
mincrifies” has created widespread fear in India.
Dalits will lead Indian revolution: Gail Omvedt.

Letfers to Editor from Gobind Mukhoty of PUDR, Delhi,
Bapurao Pakhidey, Dalit Panthers. Delhi.

US exposes forture of Untouchables in India: US Ambas-
sador fo UN, Kirkpatrick, raises in UN the issue of *wide-
spread denial of human rights to Dalits and fribals in
India. L

The regular column that last appeared in DV June 1
1993 could not be published for the past four and half
months fortwo reasons: (1) shortage of space owingto
flood cf reports, articies, letters and communications,
pouring in from all over the world thereby putting too
much pressure on our limited space and (2) the Editor,
already under too much strain, is not able to find time
to prepare this column. Those sending materials for
publication must get it neatly typed, double-space, with
wide margin on both sides. All correspondence from
subscribers must bear the subscription number found
on the address slip pasted on last page - EDITOR W

Shahabuddin Charge

New Delhi: Syed Shahabuddin, MP, on Sept.15
accused BSP chief Kanshi Ram of creating im-
pediment in forming an alliance of various groups
of the “Janata Parivar”. He said the BSP leader
was playing the Congress(l) game and making
every effort to prevent unity of various factions of
the Janata Dal. The BSP wastrying for an alliance
betweenthe Congress and the BSP-SP combine.
(Deccan Herald Sept.16)

| Dalit Voice |:

Kanchi Mutt faces
Tamil threat

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Madras: The Shankarachari Mutt at Kanchipuram in
TN was not established by the Adi Shankara, accord-
ing to his followers . Other Shankaracharies of India do
not recognise the Kanchi Mutt.

But allthe more Kanchi has acquired so much of power
under the brahminical social order (BSO) that no Prime
Minister can be selected without consulting it. Only the
Bangalore Papatti, an lyengar brahmin, had the cour-
ageto defy the Kanchi, never even botheringto visit the
place. .

Entire Hindu nazi party ideology is shaped at Kanchi.
Jayendra Saraswati, a pillar of the Hindu nazi party, is
the key figure at Kanchi.

But the poison-spewed from this Aryan centre has
evoked so much anger in the hearts of Dravidians in
this purest Dravidian State of India, that lately Kanchi
is fearing a bomb attack. A strong posse of rifle- _
wielding policemen is on guard outside the Mutt, says

a report.

Palani Baba threat: Apart from Palani Baba’s Jihad
Committee, some Tamil cum Periyarist cum Naxalite
groups have vowed to ‘storm this "citadel of Indian/
Aryan/Brahmin hegemony," says Hindustan Times
(Sept.5)..

Tamil liberation to them means “not only the driving out
of the agencies of the Central govt. but also the
Brahmins, the north Indians and Hinduism itself. Re-
cently, one of these groups had declared that it would
not allow the North Indians to visit the Rameshwaram
temple, which inthe Northis considered one of the four
principal Hindu pilgrimage centres.”

Periyar’s order: "In the Southern Tamil Nadu, espe-
cially in Tirunelvelidt., a number oftemples, even smail
village temples have been desecrated. More recently,
a group called Makkal Kalai lyakkam (Peoples Arts
Organisation) stormed the sanctum sanctorum of the
temple in Srirangam in Tiruchi district and desecrated
it after throwing the poojari down".

“Periyar EV Ramaswamy has been identifying the
Kanchi Mutt as a quintessential representative of
brahminism and the Brahmins. Periyar's Dravida
Kazhagam (DK) even built a statue of Periyar virtually
in front of the Mutt,” says the report. - n
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V.T. Hireker, 42-Broxholm Rd, West Norwood, Lon-
don-SE27, OLZ, UK: To discuss the existing anarchic
situation in India caused by Hindu nazis, a public
meeting was held here on Aug.15 by the “Alliance
Against Communalism” by its convener, Dr. Gautam
Appa, a lecturer at the London S¢hool of Economics.
The subjectwas “Gandhi's India or Godse’s India?” Dr.
Ramachandra Gandhi, an Oxford doctorate and grand-
son of M.K. Gandhi, said Hindu nazis had called
Gandhi a hypocrite and fraud who partitioned India and
hence deservedto be killed. Amember of the audience
added that Gandhi was also called Enemy No.1 of the
Untouchables. | said the practice of untouchability
(racism) in India is entirely the creation of its upper
castes who have branded 200 million human beings as
Untouchables. Which religion in the world calls human
beings Untouchables? Gandhi named them Harijans.
But can the Harijjans become “holy” Shankaracharies
or Brahmins? As | spoke all Hindus put their heads
down in shame and Muslims, Sikhs, Christians and
Dalits were happy. Ramu Gandhi remained silent. |
qucted V.T. Rajshekar's book, Why Godse Killed
Gandhi? (DSA 1986) which said Gandhi was a “third
grade” Bania under BSO with no right to talk against
brahminic scriptures. Had the sensibie Indians consid-
ered Dr. Ambedkar’s views at thattime India’s partition
could have been averted. Who is a greater patriot,
Gandhi who brought about India’s partition or Dr.
Ambedkar who intended to avoid it? Gandhi discour-
aged India’s modernisation and development with sci-
ence and technology. Whether they wish to take India
togandhian primitivism orto Babasaheb’s modemisation
and development? Gandhi supporters in the audience
had no answer. Racism exists in India in the form of
varna and caste which Gandhi upheld and hence
branded a “violent racist” in Atlanta, US (DV Dec.16
1992, p.7 and June 16 93, p.6). Hindu nazis intend to
further strengthen caste system and vamna system.
That is why V.T. Rajshekar called brahminism as the
Father of Fascism & Racism (DSA 1993). How the
Hindus can condemn racism and discrimination in US
and Europe but propagate and practice the same
inside India?

Sheikh Hyder, 94B, Gaisford Street, London, NW5
2EH: Honesty and fairplay, either in politics, art or
culture, are dead. The best example of poison and
deceit coming out of the pen is from one “1.S” of India

Weekly, London, June 11-17, 1993. The writer has not
mentioned his full name to hide his true colours. Such
writers are usually from the ruling upper castes. May be
a sold-out writer from other communities as well. They
don't have love even for their own communities - the
shudras and Untouchables. Babasaheb Ambedkar
tried o lift the Dalits from the brahminic slavery. Butthe
upper castes killed him under mysterious circum-
stances. This “|.S" has written a five-column commen-
tary on Dr. Iftikar M. Malik's recent publication which
cameoutinMarch, The Continuing Conflictin Kashmir:
Regional Detente in Jeopardy (10 pounds). He is a
Senior fellow of St. Anthony’s College, Oxford, and is
an authority in South Asian History and Politics. The
writer “1.S” has no objective or honest discussion, but
to churn out hate-propaganda with devious means and
pretenses. These jaundiced brains see nothing wrong
in genocide in Kashmir or Bosnia. India’s first Prime
Minister, Nehru, gave “solemn assurances” to UN to
hold areferendum in Kashmir under UN auspices. (DV
Oct.1 1993 p.19: “V.P. Menon on Kashmir”). That was
just a ploy to gain time and strengthen the upper caste
rule. Dalit Voice is fully right in saying that “national
press” of India are "toilet papers’. Their aim is to serve
brahminism and divide the oppressed. If a freedom
fighter kills one Israeli soldierit brings out its warplanes
and tanks to raze whole cities of Lebanon. In Judai-
Christian teaching, there is eye for eye and tooth for
tooth. But in zionist-brahminical philosophy there is
unrestrained revenge ofkilling and destruction. Bombay
and South Lebanon have been their latest examples of
unrestrained killings. Hindu fundamentalists worship
the cow but put to sword innocent human beings. US
went to Iraq to kill over 30,000 civilians, men, women
and children. No holds barred. Geneva conventions
don't apply to the Trio-Israel, America and India. They
bomb hospitals, bridges, baby food plants, water puri-
fication plants, sewage facilities, and all in the name of
humanrights and territorial integrity. We who love India
and its people want to be saved from its upper caste
hegemony.

Ratnakar Bhengra, C/o J.M. Kajur, Albert Compound,
Pathal Kudwa, Purlia Road, Ranchi-834 001 My friend,
Meghnath, once said: “When a Scheduled Caste goes
to the city his status is raised but when a tribal goes
there his status is lowered.” He is right. Upper castes
(Hindus) have a certain character. They are casteist/
racists, patriarchal. In Jharkhand, the tribals and other
indigenous people are victims of these very forces from
Bengal, Orissa, Bihar. But our upper caste “marxists”
would like to describe the oppression of tribals and
indigenous people as a simple “class problem” hiding
their racist prejudices. The Indian upper caste-domi-
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nated state dominates Adivasis by force breaking
native (Adivasi) resistance through every possible
means from gifts to genocide. The state is imposing
deadly mega-dam projects on the lives and territories
of the Adivasis of the Narmada Valley. The local daily,
Prabhat Khabar, recently reported that the Army has
ordered the tribals of Kumhar Toli, Pahan Toli and
Guru Toli, on the outskirts of Ranchi, to vacate their
houses andlands. The deadline to quitwas June 30°93
and about 1,500 persons would be effected. The
Ranchi case iliustrates how force is sought to be used
against the Adivasis by the state. Even judiciary is
againstthem. Adivasis are even exploited socio-cultur-
ally. They are being absorbed or influenced by brah-
minism. The so-called “national integration policy” is a
hypocritical political ploy by which Jharkhand brothers
and sisters are being flung into Bengal, Bihar, Orissa
and MP. Behind all this military, juridical and socio-

cultural aggression is the main issue of power of the *

upper caste rulers enslaving the tribals.

C. Surendran, Alm Hostel, Farook College, Calicut-
673 632: Presenting gold medals to meritorious SC/ST
students at Madras, Vice-President K.R. Narayanan
said: “The weaker sections must follow the words of
B.R. Ambedkar - Educate, Organise and Agitate -
which arethe keyto success.” (Indian ExpressSept.7).
The order of the slogan given by him is wrong. Please
send him a copy of your article - Three Command-
ments of Babasaheb - and correct the Dalit scholar
who has not correctly sfudied Babasaheb.

Swapan Kr. Biswas, chief coordinator, Bangla Dalit
Sahitya Sanstha, 387-A, J&K Packet, Dilshad Garden,
Delhi-95: Hindu “saints” and “holy saints” joined hands
with Hindu politicians on Dec. 6to destroy BabriMasijid.
Eventhe “Hindu” police, PAC, CRPF jawans in uniform
or in disguise supported this sacred vandalism along
with “Hindu” social workers, intellectuals, administra-
tors and defenders of the “Hindu” faith. Article 49 of the
Constitution made it an “obligation of the state to
protect every monument or place or object of articie or
historic interest of national importance from destruc-
tion.” The Supreme Court also gave directions not to
infringe geographic jurisdiction of the Babri Masjid. But
nothing could prevent “*Hindus” to bonfire the Consti-
tution and destroy. the Supreme Court along with the
Babri Masjid. Why they did not hesitate to destroy the
Masijid? It was not hindering "Hindus” to propagate or
practice their religion. Why then it was destroyed? This
is because Islam is at loggerheads fundamentally with
the “Hindu religion”. Islam propagates universal hu-
manism, fraternity and equal rights and duties of each
individual. Brahminism is a tower of graded inequality.
Universal humanism or brotherhood are unknown to
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brahminism which spreads pollution and hatred. it
creates untouchables, unapproachabies, sudras and
backwards. Islam has no caste system. There is no
Bhoodevata under it. Untouchability is unimaginable
under it. It never gave birth to permanent widowhood.
Devadasis, Sevadasis are unheard of. Islam makes
even slave a worthy sultan. Slave Qutbuddin estab-
lished a “Slave Dynasty” in India. Slaves in succession
rose to the highest pulpit of Indian power. They ruled
with exceptional ability. Islam does not discriminate
against women. It allowed women to rise to the zenith.
Indian history witnesses only one queen, Sultan Razia.
Upper castes cannot dream of it. By becoming a-
Muslim “low caste Hindus” who were devoid of all rights
can become a governing class. The President of
Bangladesh today is Ahdul Rahman Biswas. He could
not have imagined to be so as a Hindu “lowborn”. Dr.
Ambedkar, therefore, gave a call to desert the stinking,
sinking boat of Hinduism and jump into other religion.

Gopal Ch. Biswas, West Kodalia, PO New Barrackpur,
Dt. 24 Parganas (N), W. Bengal-743 276: This is with
ref. to “DV Editor Walking too Fast”by Kumar Krishnan:
of Cochin (DV Aug.1 93, p.12). | have beenreading DV’
almost for the last ten years. Krishnan has assigned to
the Editor the honour of “Master of predictions.” He has
also cited some examples of such predictions. Our
Editor has shown an outstanding capacity and zeali in
making correct assessment, evaluation and interpre-
tations of important issues, subjects and situations
which he had for long been dealing with in Dalit Voice.
What all he had so long been telling and stating cannot
wholesale be viewed as “predictions or prophecies.” At
best they may be called "assessment, evaluation and
interpretations" of relevant issues, subjects and situa-
tions concerning India. The Editor while warning makes
use of certain rhetorics which make it look like predic-
tions. Krishnan had quoted the example of the Editor's
booklet, How Marx Failed in Hindu India (DSA). This
booklet is purely a sort of synthesis-cum-thesis based
on some facts and ideologies. So, | cannot accept that
the Editor is a “Master of predictions”. Yes, | agree with
Krishnan that the Editor’s “intellectuality” runs too fast.
And yet, | have found a sound philosophic tenet in the
Editor’s intellectuality to shape a liberation philosophy
for the Dalits and other persecuted peoples. ’

N.K.Sonare; Sec.-General, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
National Assn. of Engineers, “Tushar”, 19th Road,
Khar, Bombay-52: This concerns the revisior: of post-
matric scholarships for SC/ST students given by the
Union Govt. (Ministry of Welfare) through respective
State govt./Union territory admn. Presently, 50 lakh
SC/ST students are suffering due to inadequate schol-
arships. The rates fixed in 1948 have been revised
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nated state dominates Adivasis by force breaking
native (Adivasi) resistance through every possible
means from gifts to genocide. The state is imposing
deadly mega-dam projects on the lives and territories
of the Adivasis of the Narmada Valley. The local daily,
Prabhat Khabar, recently reported that the Army has
ordered the tribals of Kumhar Toli, Pahan Toli and
Guru Toli, on the outskirts of Ranchi, to vacate their
houses and lands. The deadline to quit was June 30°93
and about 1,500 persons would be effected. The
Ranchi case illustrates-how force is sought to be used
against the Adivasis by the state. Even judiciary is
againstthem. Adivasis are even exploited socio-cultur-
ally. They are being absorbed or influenced by brah-
minism. The so-called “national integration policy”is a
hypocritical political ploy by which Jharkhand brothers
and sisters are being flunig into Bengal, Bihar, Orissa
and MP. Behind all this military, juridical and socio-
cultural aggression is the main issue of power of the
upper caste rulers enslaving the tribals.

C. Surendran, Alm Hostel, Farook College, Calicut-
673 632: Presenting gold medals to meritorious SC/ST
students at Madras, Vice-President K.R. Narayanan
said: “The weaker sections must follow the words of
B.R. Ambedkar - Educate, Organise and Agitate -
which arethe key tosuccess.” (Indian ExpressSept.7).
The order of the slogan given by him is wrong. Please
send him a copy of your article - Three Command-
ments of Babasaheb - and correct the Dalit scholar
who has not correctly sfudied Babasaheb.

Swapan Kr. Biswas, chief coordinator, Bangla Dalit
Sahitya Sanstha, 387-A, J&K Pocket, Dilshad Garden,
Delhi-95: Hindu “saints” and “holy saints” joined hands
with Hindu politicians on Dec. 6to destroy BabriMasijid.
Eventhe “Hindu” police, PAC, CRPF jawans in uniform
or in disguise supported this sacred vandalism along
with “Hindu” social workers, intellectuals, administra-
tors and defenders of the “Hindu” faith, Article 49 of the
Constitution made it an “obligation of the state to
protect every monument or place or object of articie or
histeric interest of national importance from destruc-
tion.” The Supreme Court also gave directions not to
infringe geographic jurisdiction of the Babri Masjid. But
nothing could prevent “Hindus” to bonfire the Consti-
tution and destroy. the Supreme Court along with the
Babri Masjid. Why they did not hesitate to destroy the
Masijid? It was not hindering “Hindus” to propagate or
practice their religion. Why then it was destroyed? This
is because Islam is at loggerheads fundamentally with
the “Hindu religion™. Islam propagates universal hu-
manism, fraternity and equal rights and duties of each
individual. Brahminism is a tower of graded inequality.
Universal humanism or brotherhood are unknown to

brahminism which spreads pollution and hatred. It
creates untouchables, unapproachables, sudras and
backwards. Islam has no caste system. There is no
Bhoodevata under it. Untouchability is unimaginable
under it. it never gave birth to permanent widowhood.
Devadasis, Sevadasis are unheard of. Islam makes
even slave a worthy sultan. Slave Qutbuddin estab-
lished a “Slave Dynasty” in India. Slaves in succession
rose to the highest pulpit of Indian power. They ruled
with exceptional ability. Islam does not discriminate
against women. It allowed women to rise to the zenith.
Indian history witnesses only one queen, Sultan Razia.
Upper castes cannot dream of it. By becoming a
Muslim “low caste Hindus” who were devoid of all rights
can become a governing class. The President of
Bangladesh today is Ahdul Rahman Biswas. He could
not have imagined to be so as a Hindu “lowborn”. Dr.
Ambedkar, therefore, gave a call to desert the stinking,
sinking boat of Hinduism and jump into other religion.

Gopal Ch. Biswas, West Kodalia, PONew Barrackpur,
Dt. 24 Parganas (N), W. Bengal-743 276: This is with
ref. to “DV Editor Walking too Fast”by Kumar Krishnan
of Cochin (DV Aug.1 98, p.12). | have been reading DV
almost for the last ten years. Krishnan has assigned to
the Editor the honour of “Master of predictions.” He has
also cited some examples of such predictions. Our
Editor has shown an outstanding capacity and zeal in
making correct assessment, evaluation and interpre-
tations of important issues, subjects and situations
which he had for long been dealing with in Dalit Voice.
What all he had so long been telling and stating cannot
wholesale be viewed as “predictions or prophecies.” At
best they may be called "assessment, evaluation and
interpretations" of relevant issues, subjects and situa-
tions concerning India. The Editor while warning makes
use of certain rhetorics which make it look like predic-
tions. Krishnan had quoted the example of the Editor’s
booklet, How Marx Failed in Hindu India (DSA). This
booklet is purely a sort of synthesis-cum-thesis based
on some facts and ideologies. So, | cannot accept that
the Editor is a “Master of predictions”. Yes, | agree with
Krishnan that the Editor’s “intellectuality” runs too fast.
And yet, | have found a sound philosophic tenet in the
Editor’s intellectuality to shape a liberation philosophy
for the Dalits and other persecuted peoples.

N.K.Sonare,Sec.-General, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
National Assn. of Engineers, “Tushar”, 19th Road,
Khar, Bombay-52: This concerns the revision of post-
matric scholarships for SC/ST students given by the
Union Gowvt. (Ministry of Welfare) through respective
State govt./Union territory admn. Presently, 50 lakh
SC/ST students are suffering due to inadequate schol-
arships. The rates fixed in 1948 have been revised
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hrice (1954, 1976, 1989). The rates are (A) Medical,
=ngg., Agri., & Vet. - Rs. 280 (hosteller) andRs. 125for
rthers. (B&C) Ayurvedic, Homeo, Sc. degree. Polytech,
“harmacy, Law, Drawing, & Soc.Science - Rs.190 and
3s.120respectively. (D) BA, BCom. and other courses
‘Rs. 175 and Rs.90 and-(E) XI & XIi (Jr. college) - Rs.
i75 and Rs.65. Professional course students have to
spend monthly Rs. 600 on mess and RS. 600 on
accommodation, travel, books and instruments. Non-
ofessionals need monthly Rs. 800 minimum. Though
he Govt. Order is for monthly disbursement of schol-
wrships, not a single college in the country is obeying
t. Instead, college authorities keep the amount in
yanks and eatthe interest on it. Parents income-ceiling
o become eligible for the scholarship is Rs. 24,000 a
‘ear. That means even & son/daughter of a peon,
weeper isdebarred. The revision of scholarship should
)e on the basis of 100% maintenance and as such it
should be linked with price index or DA. The amount
ihould be same for both hosteller and day-scholar and
yaid monthly by cheque. Eligibility should be modified
ly raising the income limits of parents from Rs. 24,000
0 Rs. 60,000 a year.
3.K. Ghatak, New Delhi: In DV Edit Sept.1 1993, you
1ave argued that the Hindu nazi party is less danger-
ius than the Congress. What is important is we should
Irstform the Bahujan Samaj and prepare it for "political
lower". Babasaheb has said “political power is the
naster-key of all locks.” If master-key is in your hand
‘oucan openalllocks.” ifthe PVN Govt. were to fall on
he no-confidence motion, the President would call the
1azi party, the largest, to form the govt. and this is the
arty of “scared brahmins” who are more united and
langerous comparedto the "socialist brahmin” party of
1e Congress. If “socialist brahmins” can rule for 50
ears, the “sacred” will be able to rule many more
ears. The “socialists” are a divided force and hence
@asy to break them.
Brother Ghatak and all those involved in social
movements should first study the law of contra-
dictions without which we will rernain a bundie
of confusion. Brahminical forces are such ex-
perts in this law that they will never aliow us to
Identify them as the Enemy No.1. It is true that
Babasaheb had asked us to capture "polifical
power’, But did he not also $ay that social
revolufion should precede political revolution?
Is it possible for us to capture "political power”
through the existing pariiamentary democracy
which is favourable to Aryans? Are the SC/STs
lacking in “political power” today, if gefting
elected fo Parliament is mistaken as “political
power“? Don’t we have 120 MPs in the Lok
Sabha?Ifthey alljoin-hands they canmake and
unmake any govt. If this 120 MPs are a “political

power”, why did they all sit sllent when
Babasaheb’s book, Riddles in Hinduism, was
burnt by Hindu nazis? If these 120 MPs are a
"political power" why they were insulted by not
allowingthemintothe RashirapatiBhavan when
they went in o delegation to meet the then
TamilBrahmin President, R. Venkataraman? "Po-
litical power” Is no power today. Did not Sitaram
Kesariother day frankly tell Parliament that govt.
officers simply don‘t obey the order of Ministers.
Today, the "oower” has passedinto the hands of
bureaucrats, judiciary and more than anything
the Press. Because it is only through these the
Aryanupper castes canmonopolisein the name
of merit and efficiency. "Political power” is no
powertoday. "Political power” hasto beseized.
Do you think Aryans will give if on a golden
plate? The second but more important pointis
between the Congress and the Hindu nazi por-
ties who is more dangerous. Babasaheb has
already answered the question saying Con-
gress being India’s original brahminical party,
and thereby identified the Enemy No.1. All
through hislife he fought only MK Gandhi and his
Congress. Hindu nazis were very much there
during his days but he had not a word of com-
plaint against Savarkar, Moonje, Tilak, Madan
MohanMalaviya etc. who constifuted the Hindu
nazi parties. These nazis represent the
brahminical thought which has a placein india.

The 1932 "Communal Award” for separate elec-
torate for SC/STs, demanded by Babasaheb
and upheld by the British govt., was sabotaged
by Gandhi and his Congress through the Poona
Pact. Hindu nazls had never opposed it. India
was parfitioned by the Congress. The Sikh iden-
fity promised to Sikhs was broken by the Con-
gresswhichlaunchedthe "Operation Blue Star”,

Itis the Congress which failed to implement the
Mandal Commission Report. It is the Congress
which failed to honour the "Poona Pact” and
sabotaged the SC/ST reservations. It is the Con-
gresswhich broke the promise given o Kashmiris.

itis the Congress which sold India to America. It
Is finally the Congress which broke the Babri
Masjid. The most cunning, crafty. crooked Ary-
ans like the neogi brahmin are found in Con-
gress. If the Hindu nazi party has suddenly be-
come prominent it is because of the encour-
agement given by the Congress. So, Congress
is our Enemy No.1 and must be finished first.

Muslims have faken this decision and Dalits
should notlag behind. Oct.1 DV edit has elabo-
rately dealt with the Congress “socialistbrahmin®
natak companies playing havoc with us confus-
ing everybody. In the UP election, it must be an

all-out anfi-Congress and anfi-Hindu naz alii-
ance of all Dravidian forces (including Muslims)
to bury the Congress, fathoms deep - EDITOR
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M.L.Rao, 26/45, Koyalawali Basti, Jeoni Mandi, Agra-
202 004: Bharatiya Dalit Sahitya Academy, Delhi, has
selected P.P. Shilankar for the "1993 Dr. Ambedkar
Award" for his contribution to Dalit literature. The
award ceremony is fixed for Nov.24 (Poona Pact day).
Earlier, he was given the Dr. Ambedkar Sahitya Ratna
Award by the Dr. Ambedkar Kalyan Trust, Chandigarh.
He has worked as journalist in many local Hindi dailies
and published and edited Nav Jagruti (Hindi weekly),
JayMangaland Samyak Vachan (Hindi monthly maga-
zines) and many books. Despite being physically handi-
capped, he is writing (Hindi) on some Jatava intellec-
tuals and social activists,

C.H. Prasada Rao, Andhra Pradesh Ekalavya Seva
Samithi, 211C, Renuka Apts., Anand Nagar,
Khairatabad, Hyderabad-4: We the Malakkuravan,
Kuravan, Kurumans, Koravans belong to one single
stock of wandering gypsies having no abode or shelter,
earning through soothsaying, basket-making, pig-rear-
ing, selling leaves for centuries on donkeys and bul-
locks. We are India’s mostinnocent, neglected people.
We have our own separate tribal language, Kurru. The
British Govt. had listed us as aboriginal hill tribes under
the 1886 census. In Tamil Nadu, this single community
is put under ST/SC and BC lists unlike in other States.
Anthropologists who had worked on Indian tribes had
identified us as “Kuruvan community” having the same
language known as “Kurru” and gotras as (1) Kavadi,
(2) Sathpadi, (3) Manpadi and (4) Mendragutti. All
these names are nothing but the synonyms of
Kurumans/Yerukula. Because of including us in differ-
ent categories the development of brotherhood among
us has suffered. We are more than 10 lakhs in TN
alone. But only a part of us (Kurumans and Kattunaya-
kans) are listed under ST and clubbed with other STs.
Yerukulas (ST) from Andhra Pradesh came to TN in
search of jobs and settled there but they are treated as
BCin TN but ST in AP. We want that all the synonyms
of Kurumansviz. Kuravans, Kattu Nayakans, Yerukulas,
Koravars and Nalaikuravans, Dabbakuravans, Pondy
Kuravans, Uppu Kuravans, Engi Kuravans, Thappa
Kuravans, Kepmari are to be treated as ST in TN.

Vijaya Raju, Vissanapeta, AP-521 215: After great
deal of thinking, study and travel, | have come to the
following conclusion on Dalit Movement. In the next
100 years there is no future for Dalit movement.
Havanur was correct in saying that the future is bleak
to Dalits and BCs (Havanur and the Bible of BCs by
V.T. Rajshekar). Your latest book, Dialogue of the
Bhoodevatas, also confirms this and it is also my
experience. The marxian conceptofrevolutionis wrong.
There will be no such revolution in India. If Dalits
attempt such a revolution it may fall as the French

3 Dallt Voice

revolution as there is no planning, finance and support
from outside. Marxism proved unscientific. So what we
need is our indigenous cultural religious renaissance -
a rebirth in the Buddhist concept, as Dr. Ambedkar
showed. Dv s no doubt “educating” but not “agitating”.
Then who will “agitate™? The DY/ Editor will be finished
if he entersthe field of “agitation”. One man cannot play
allthese three roles - “Educate, Agitate and Organise”.
DV Editor’s prediction that the 21st century belongs to
Dalits will fail. Only a miracle can make him true.

Sunil Sardar, “Dinbandhu®, PO Box-13, Yavatmal,
MS-445 001: DV is clear in vision and understanding.
We support you because we are also missionaries, |
have been jailed twice and beaten up by the police for
religious conversion but this is acceptable to us ac-
cording to the Bible. We share your vision to deliver
people from this evil vaidic practices which take our
country into the pit. | will be a part of your mission. Can
we translate and publish DV? Gail Omvedt is our
personal friend. There are tribals dying daily here in
Amravati dt. because of malnutrition.

Y.P. Chhibbar, Gen. Secretary, People’s Union for
CivilLiberties, 81-Sahayoga Apts., MayurVihar-1 Delhi-
91: This is with ref. to the DV Editor’s note on V.T.
Hireker's article, “Can Enemies of Dalits be human
rights heroes?”(DV Sept.16 93, p.9). According to our
records, you are life-member of the PUCL. And if |
remember correctly, you had paid the life-membership
when | was in Bangalore in connection with the PUCL
journalism award function in which Justice Chinnappa
Reddy had delivered the JP memorial lecture. All the
information about the activities of the PUCL are pub-
lished in the PUCL Bulletin. If you had written to the
gen. sec. of the Karnataka PUCL he would have surely
responded to your complaints about not being in-
formed ofthe activities of the Karnataka PUCL. 1 do not
think anyone can say that the Karnataka PUCL has
members who “do not like” any section ofthe society or
who are “enemies” of any section of the saciety.

Chhibbar’s record is not correct. We had paid
the PUCL life-membership by chequedt. Oct.18,
86 and posted to Chhibbar in Delhi., Only after
writing a reminder on March 24 1987 for a re-
ceipt, we recelved a signed receipt dt. Feb.26
1987 after a month. In spite of becoming aq life-
member, we were not getting all the communi-
caftions. So we wrote a letter to Justice Rajinder
Sachardt. May 21989in which we reminded the
PUCL chief that we got no reply from his office
for our lefter of March 24, 1987 complaining
about non-receipt of communications either
from the Delhi office or Karnataka unit. In this
fetter to Sachar we had stated that PUCL is an
organisation to defend and promote civil liber-
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Has and human rights. But the Kornataka Govt.
under the chief ministership of R.K. Hegde had
filed several criminal cases including sedition
against us for writings on Dalits and other perse-
cutedminorifies. “Different organisationsinclug-
ing Amnesty Infernational had lodged strong
protests against our persecution. But the local
unit of PUCL has not bothered to take any step
against the injustice meted out to a fellow
member of the PUCL (a founder-member) and
also a prominent journalist. As this is @ human
rights issue, we are sure this would be a right
case to fake up by the PUCL” Even to this letter,
we received no reply. Persecution of Ddlits.,
Muslims were not taken up seriously. For ol these
reasons, Dalits were forced to form their own
“DalitHuman Rights Foriim* here because Dalits
are feeling that upper caste human rights
organisafions are not concerned with us. Itis this
feeling that V.T. Hireker had expressed in his
article in Dalit Voice. Instead of inquiring into all
these aspects, about whichwe have therecord,
Chhibbar has come to his own conclusion. If the
upper caste human rights organisations are
sincerely concerned with Dalifs, it is for them to
proveit. Enemies of Dalits can‘t be humanrights
heroes - EDITOR

‘rincipal Gurdial Singh Grewal, 179/180, Model
sram, Ludhiana-141 002: There is a common saying
1NorthIndia, ‘Kaal Baagron oopjay Bura Brahmin tay
ioay’, "Famine takes birth from unfertile lands of
tajasthan and evil actions are committed by Brah-
nins”®. History of urknown dates speaks volumes of
1is truth. Manu’s Code and the Vedas form the base.
‘he known history has many instances of the devilish
vil part played by vaidiks who caused the untold
ufferings of Bhagat Kabir, Namdev, Ravidas, Prahlad
ind other saints. They called Guru Nanak “Kurahia®,
Jllower of a bad path. They opposed Guru Amar Das,
1e Third Nanak, for serving langar (food) to all seated
like at one place, disregarding caste. Even Emperor
ikbar and his royal family members were madeto dine
fith all others in the common kitchen of the Guru. He
1as pleased with the common kitchen and offered
inds for the kitchen. But the vaidiks opposed this Guru
{a Langar. Chandu, a Brahmin, was one of those
ssponsible for the martyrdom of Guru Arjun Dev
wugh the real culprit was Emperor Jehangir. Some
irahmins challenged Guru HariKrishan, the 8th Nanak,
r debate on religion but the Guru got them defeated
t the hands of a totally illiterate and a shudra. Guru
egh Bahadur laid down his life to protect the religion
tthe request of Kashmiris but the Brahmins rewarded

by betraying Guru Gobind Singh. The vaidiks op-
osed and invaded Guru Gobind Singh often, though
efeated on all such occasions. In Sikh wars against
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invading alien forces, Brahmins like Tej Singh and Lal
Singh, despite being ministers under the Khalsa Em-
pire, betrayed the Sikhs and joined hands with the
foreigners. This resulted in the defeat of the national
forces. When the Sikh army had the upper hand, one
Pahara Singh, a Brahmin, who collaborated with the
vanquishing alien armies, gave them all the war se-
crets and thereby converted the Sikh victory into
defeat. Thus the British were able to annex Punjab to
complete their domination of entire India. The credit for
this mean action goes to these Vaidiks.

Isa Haque, Vill. Madhupur, PO Hoerah, dt. Hooghly,
WB-712 147: This is with ref. to Qurban Ali Zaminzad’s
brilliant article, “Bewara of 3 Enemies” (DV July 16
p.14). The article is a thought-provoking. With deep
insight and painstaking analysis he hasbrought outthe
true colour of some Muslim organisations which are
hobnobbing with our deadliest enemy, Hindu nazis. we
can no longer place our trust on this leadership be-
cause it has afready brought down its credibility to the
lowest level by its repeated failure to uphold and
safeguard the Muslim causes. Muslim interest and
identity are no longer safe under it. Divorced from
reality, this UP-based Muslim leadership is under the
mistaken impression that lambs and wolves can be
made to live in peace and harmony without any harm
to the former. They seem to forget that the life of a
Muslim and the life of the Manusmriti-dominated Hindu
run along parallel lines. Pecause of the fundamental
differences inherent in their religious outlook and reli-
gious conduct, if ever they meet they will meet only
when one is assimilated by the other.Making love with -
one is a decent thing. But to make love with a maneater
isinsane. A Hindu fascist intent upon destroying every-
thing which is Islamic ranks as our Enemy No.1. Inthat
case, he should be and must be dealt with in the same
manner as a ferocious animal is dealt with when
encountered in a jungle. There are specific directives
to do this in the Koran. We must fight this enemy and
not surrender before it. This is the need of the hour. A
spade should be cailed a spade. Enemy shouid be
identified and named. (DV Edit March 1 93 “Muslims
must right away identify their friends and enemies’).
Life flourishes through relentiess struggle. Itis through
struggle that Islam has grown into a global power. To
forget it is a sin. Are we to commit this sin? Our
intellectual elites instead of being torch-bearers of our
community prefer to be the pall-bearers of Islam. They
need not wait for long to have their assignment fulfilled.
They will get the corpse soon when history repeats
itselfinthe form of “Spanish Experiment in India” about
which DV has repeatedly warmned,

Mahboob Alam, Iqra Academy for Dawah, Rahmat
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Manzil, Sharif Colony, Patna-800 006: The British
Prime has disclosed his heart’s desire not to see the
existence of a Muslim state in Europe in the form of
Bosnia-Herzigovina. By adopting a policy of genocide
of Muslims in Bosnia, the western powers are inviting
the wrath of god. God's mill grinds slow but sure. As for
the future of Islam in Europe and the West, Geroge
Bernard Shaw has said: “.....within the next hundred
years, perhaps even much earlier, England in particu-
lar and the rest of the western world in general are
bound to embrace Islam, if they intend to save them-
selves from the devastations of wars”.

Indlan Peace Keepers, Kutchi Masjid Bldg. Azeezuddin
Rd., Bunder, Mangalore: We have just read your book,
india’s Muslim Problem. Itis extraordinary. We want to
translate it into Kannada, besides your Aggression on
Indian Culture. Please give permission for the same.

Md. Taherul Haque, Editor, "Bhorer Azan Weekly",
Masjid Para Road, Diamond Harbour, 24 Parganas,
WB-743 331: West Bengal has a Muslim population of
18 millions and for historical reasons they are mostly
backward. One ofthe main problems isthey don’thave
asingle newspaper to reflectthe Muslim viewpoint. We
want Dalit Voice to enrich ourselves.

Sultan Akhtar, Khanapur-Deh-392 150: MY fear is
that so far as the awakening of Gujarat's downtrodden
are concerned, it is miles to go. See what a revolution-
ary-looking Gujarati booklet, Shoshit Jaagruti, by
Jaynatilal R. Manani and published by Kanchanben K.
Mistry says: “......... owing to the policy framed by the
Bharati constitution, the circle of Untouchability has
been destroyed and is now confined only to the heart
of the Pandit/purohit class and within temples...”
.. The foolish class of Pandit-purohits closed the
doors for re-entrance into Hindu fold of the Khoja,
Vohra, Memon Muslims...”. This 55-page Guijarati
bookletis all praise for people like M.K. Gandhi, Shivaji,
DayanandSaraswati. The current Hindutvahero, Swami
Vivekanand, occupies almost half the booklet. | am
dead sure your scathing work, Know the Hindu Mind,
has not yet reached these “torchbearers’ of Hindu
awakening”. Indeed Gujaratis are correctly called "Dodh
Daahyaas’. Under the misleadership of Gandhi, they
had adopted Hindi script at the expense of Gujarati.
Consequently, there is a terrible shortage of Gujarati
typewriters.

Dr. M. Anees, Press Sec., SIM Hgrs., 151 - Zakir
Nagar, New Delhi-110 025: The proposed Anti-Varna
Vyavastha Campaign” of the Students Islamic Move-
ment of India is postponed to Jan2. to 9 1994 instead
of Oct.2.

Yoginder Sikand, No.13-Old Block, BrahmaputraHos-
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tel, JNU, New Delhi-67: | have just returned from a
fortnight's stay at Qadian (Punjab), hqgrs. of the
Ahmadiyya community. Though these people have
been declared as non-Muslims by Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia, they regard themselves as Muslims. One might
not agree with their theological principles entirely, but,
it would be uncharitable not to recognise and acknowl-
edge the good work that they have done. For instance,
there is an absolute absence of casteism or provincial-
ism among them. In 1947, all the Ahmadies of Punjab
fled to Pakistan and only 313 Ahamdi youth remained
in Qadian to look after their religious shrines. This they
did despite having to face riotous mobs of Sikhs and
“Hindus”. After afewyears, when matters cooled down,
these youths hadtolookfor brides and since there were
nd Ahmadi women left in'East Punjab (since they had
all fled to Pakistan), the Ahmadiyya Jamat arranged for
their marriage with Ahmadis from other parts of India.
Hence nearly every family of Ahmadis in Quadian is
mixed interms of provincial and linguistic backgrounds.
Yet, husbands and wives seem to encounter no prob-
lem of cultural differences. | also met some converts to
Ahmadiyyat who had been readily accepted into the
Ahmadi fold and were able to marry with the Ahmadis.
Thus, a Kumhar (potter) convert has married a Jat
Ahmadi girl, aBrahmin convert (presently aMaulvi) has
married an Ahmadi girl from UP and a sweeper convert
has married a girl from a Syed family of Bengal. | was
most impressed by this remarkable display of social
solidarity among the Ahmadis of Qadian. They need -
your literature at Khuddam:-ul-Ahmadiyya Library,
Ahmadi Mohalla, Qadian, Gurdaspur dt., Punjab.

S.A. Rahman, 8/289, Byron Bazar, Raipur, MP-492
001: Soon after “independence” it was decided to
abolish the all-India services like ICS, IPS, IMS, IFS
etc. for better and efficient administration and to make
the all-India and state services equal. But this was not
done. It was rebom in the new name of 1AS, IPS, IFS
etc. The super services personnel think they are supe-
rior to their counterparts in state services. Only 16
banks have been natiorialised leaving other banks.
Despite our huge 84-crores population India could not
getasingle gold-silver-bronze medalin Olympic games.
Even after 50 years of “independence” we could not
evolve a uniform national wage policy.

Henry Thiagaraj, Dalit Liberation Education Trust,
161-TTK Salai, Madras-18: A delegation of senior
Christian leaders of India met President Sharma on
Aug.20 and urged him to give reservations to Dalit
Christians. He assured that he would try to get the
gross anomalies inthe Presidential Order of 1950, para
3, removed for getting reservations to Christian Dalits.
The delegation included Senior Vice-President of the
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National Co-ordination Committee for Scheduled Caste
Christians, Prof. Sydney R. Rebeiro, Rev. Anand
Chandu Lal, Bishop of Amritsar, Rev. Dr. S. Micheal,
Archbishop of Pondicherry, Rev. M. Azariah, Bishop of
Madras, Rev. Pritam Santaram, Bishop of Delhi. Dr.
V.S.Lall, Gen Sec. CNI., Rev. Dr. James Massey, Mrs.
Shamim Sagar, Jose Daniel, Mrs. Veena Samuel,
Henry Thiagraj, Justice (retd), A. Varadarajan and
Prakash Ambedkar.

George K.X. 227-2nd Cross, Cambridge Layout, Ban-
galore-8: The Hindu nazivirus has contaminated Chris-
tianity also. All sort of stories are fabricated to “elevate”
some sections as “upper caste Christians”. They call
themselves Syrians, Orthodox Syrians etc. having
separate churches within the Catholic community.
“Indianisation” of the Catholic church is another con-
spiracy of the nazis within the church to pollute the
Christian values. In the name of “Indianisation” they
are bent upon introducing Hindu rituals. Hymns are
changed to bhajans by inducting Sanskrit words such
as Om. Indianisation does not mean brahminisation.

M. Gopinath, SamataSainik Dal, Bangalore: Thisisin
response to the DV Edit of Oct.1 93: “Socialist Brahmin
natak companies”. On April 17 93 along with the Editor
of DV, | attended one such “anti-communalism” natak
where we issued the following pamphlet warning all
such natak companies which deliberately avoided to
diagnose the disease described as “communalism’.
The menace of ‘communalism’ is an urban phenom-
enon. Whereasiin the rural parts we face caste oppres-
sion. Communalism is the extension of caste oppres-
sion. The driving force behind both is brahminism. We
are the victims of brahminism - SC/ST/BCs as well as
Muslims/Sikhs/Christians. If seminars like this are
seriously interested in destroying communalism/caste
aggression, we must first identify brahminism as the
principal contradiction and eliminateit. Or else, we may
have to come to the conclusion that such seminars are
also an activity of brahminism in disguise to divert the
altention of the oppressed. As this convention has
reference to Babri Masjid demolition, we demand
answers to the following questions: (1) In a lecture Dr.
Sarvepalli Gopal said that there was no historical
evidence to prove that there was a Ram temple on the
site of Babri Masjid. Ifitis so, why Prof. Gopal remained
silent on this after its demolition. (2) Ambedkarites,
Dalit and backward Caste organisations have declared
thatthey are not Hindus. Butthe press and mass media
are putting SC/ST/BCs under Hinduismfor bloating the
Hindu population to 85%. Whether this convention too
believes that SC/ST/BCs are Hindus? (3) Everybody is
shouting that only the BJP-VHP-RSS combine is re-
sponsible for the BabriMasjid demalition. Thereby they
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are trying to prove that the Congress, the original
brahminical party of India, is innocent and secular
party. Willthis conventiontoo be a party to this mischie-
vous opinion that only RSS and Co. are the culprits?

‘Kumara Krishnan, Cochin: It is now certain that

Kanshi Ram’s BSP will go with the Congress, country’s
original brahminical party and Enemy No. 1 of Dalits.
The Congress Working Committee decision in Delhion
Sept.19 to have alliance with Ram has come as a
shockto me. BabriMasjid was demolished by the neogi
brahmin and his party. How can a Dalit party join such
nazis? Will it not amount to betrayal of Babasaheb?
Will you meet Ram and avert this disaster? o

SELLOUT IN PALESTINE ?

The drum beating in Western and Arab
capitals about the "historic agreement”
with Israel is designed to mask the abject
surrender of the PLO, especially its
.chairman, Yassir Arafat. The deal, how-
ever, comes as no surprise. Arafat and
associates in the PLO as well as the Arab
rulers owe to the west's pleasure. The
PLO itself was created by the advice of
Dean Rusk, US secretary of State during
Lyndon Johnson’s presidency. Its official
birth certificate was issued at the Arab
League summit in Cairo in Jan 1964 to
liberate Palestine through armed
struggle.” Born under such circumstances,
it quickly became the victim of its own
propaganda.

Arab rulers have a tendency of confusing
rhetoric with reality, bringing unmitigated
disaster upon their hapless subjects. The
PLO is no exception. In fact, the humiliat-
ing deal that Arafat and company are
peddling as a ‘historic’ breakthrough is the
product of this mindset. In return for
getting limited autonomy on the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank town of Jericho,
the PLO is willing to abandon virtually the
whole Palestine on behalf of the Palestin-
ian people when it has no mandate to
speak on their behalf. The zionist occupi-
ers were on the verge of fleeing Gaza
anyway, not because of any effort by the
PLO but because of the heroic resistance
of the Islamic Jihad and Hamas. (Editorial
in Crescent International, Sept.16 ‘93)
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SC/ST/BCs are not Hindus: Savarnas

are a microscopic minority

S.R BISWAS BE-203, SALT LAKE CITY, CALCUTTA-700 064

The question, “Are we Hindus?”
raises eyebrows of many a god-
fearing Dalit. Most of the Dalits con-
sider and introduce themselves as
Hindus. They cannot butwrite ‘Hindu’
in their bio-data. They infact take
pride in saying they are Hindus. But
thisreligious identity is wrong. Some
of our Dalit friends may retort, “If we
are not Hindus, what is our religion?”

Hindoo: There is no mention of the
word ‘Hindu/Hindoo’ in the Sanskrit
“sacred scriptures”. Therein it is
called ‘Arya Dharma’, ‘Vaidic
Dhanna’, ‘Sanatana Dharma’ etc.
The word was first used as late as in
7th century AD when the “Muslim
invaders” entered India through the
North-Khot passes. They designated
the conquered people as “Hindu”
who stood for servants/attendants.
in that period all people were called
the Kings servants. In that sense,
Dalits - like others - are Hindus.

Territorial sense: ‘Hindu’' is also
used in a territorial sense. It is said
the country got its name ‘Hindustan’
from the name of the valley area of
the Indus (Indus - Sindhu - Hindu).
Accordingly, anyone who is an in-
habitant of Hindustan is called a
Hindu. In that senseit can certainly
be claimed that the Untouchables
are Hindus. But so are the Muslims,
Christians, Sikhs, Jews, Parsis, Bud-
dhists etc of India.

Religious sense: The third and per-
haps the most pertinent one in which
“Hindu”isusedisthereligious sense.
Before one can draw any conclu-
sions, it is necessary to separate the
dogmas of Hinduism from the cults
of Hinduism. Whether the Untouch-
ables are Hindus in the religious
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sense of the word depends upon
whether one adopts as his text the
dogmas or the cults. If the texts of
Hinduism are the dogmas of caste
and untouchability, then every Un-
touchable would repudiate Hindu-
ism and the assertion that he is a
Hindu. If the text applied is the ac-
ceptance of a cult such as worship of
Rama, Krishna, Vishnu and Shiva
and other gods and goddesses
recognised by Hinduism, the Un-
touchables may be claimed to be
Hindus. The Congress Party as usual
maintains a body of agents from
among the Untouchables to shout
when need be that the Untouch-
ables are Hindus and that they will
die as Hindus. But even these paid
agents will not agree to be counted
as Hindus if Hinduism means belief
and practice in caste and Untouch-
ability, said Dr. Ambedkar.

Two nations: One more point must
be stressed. Onthe foregoing analy-
sis the Untouchable may be classed
as a Hindu if the word Hindu is used
in the religious but in the limited
sense of a follower of a recognised
cult. Even here there is a necessity
for giving. a warning against con-
cluding that the Hindu and the Un-
touchables have a common religion.
The fact that even as followers of
recognised cultsthey cannotbe said
to have a common religion. The ex-
act and appropriate expression
would be to say that they have a
similar religion. A common religion
means a common cycle of participa-
tion. Now, in the observance of the
cults, there is no common cycle of
participation. The Hindus (whose
religious identity is not in doubt)

and the Untouchables, practise
their cults in segregation so that
notwithstanding the similarity of
their cults they remain as sepa-
rate as two aliens do.

Sritish mlechief: It was the British
who described the Arya Dharma/the
Vaidic Dharma as Hinduism in 1861
for the first time while doing different
social reformworks in Hindu society.
Even in that period not to speak of
earlier ages, the savamas did not
recognise the so-called lower castes
consisting ofinnumerable sub-castes
as Hindoos. They were kept outside
the four varnas - Brahmins,
Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras. So
the so-called upper castes treated
them contemptuously as outcastes
as before.

In 1881 when the British Govt.
declared Home Rule and had
subsequently enacted it, the ele¢-
tion process also ensued. The
savarnas then realised the all-im-
portant value of the numbergame
in capturing power. Overnight
they declared all indigenous
peoples of all castes and sub-
castes and the backward castes
of the country as Hindu.

in this way, they could defeat the
Muslims and their allies in election
by dint ofthe resultant majority ofthe
Hindus. Now, they showed the
avarnas as Sudras of the
Varnashram, But at the same time,
the Savamas made themselves the
masters ofthe Untouchable avarnas.

Brahminicaltrick: They did noteven
allow the representation of the lower
" castes in the local self-gowt.

Thus by a false majority created by




Muslims away from the centre of
power and at the same time de-
prived the indigenous peoples of all
political, social and economic rights.

Even in 1892 two famous Brah-
min leaders, nay two uncompro-
mising freedom-fighters, Bala
Gangadhar Tilak and Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya, on be-
half of the Congress, reported to
the British Govt. that none others
than the Brahmins, Kshatriyas,
Vaishyas and the Sudras - as
recognised in the vedas - are in-
cluded in the Hindu-fold.

Thusall avarnasand adisu.raswere
kept outside Hinduism and were
treated as Asprishyas/Untouchables
as ever. In that very year, the
savarnas also pressurised the govt.
to prescribe recruitment of the Un-
touchables into the Army.

Tribals made Hindus: When “de-
mocracy” came after “independence”
the savamnas once again played the
vital trick. Democracy being majority
rulethey declared all Dalits including
the Scheduled Tribes as Hindu. The
ST, who do not come into contact
with the outer “civilised” society be-
fore nor had even heard about Arya
Dharma of the Hindus, were made
Hindu overnight. They saidthat “Hin-
duism is not rigid”. 1t can adjust,
adapt and absorb one and all, the
known and the unknown. Thus willy-
nilly the avarnas, the adisudras, the
adivasis, all were annexed to the
Hindu fold. The unfortunate and
strange thing is that just like Brah-
mins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and
Sudras, who feel proud of being a
Hindu, the servile Adisudrasand oth-
ers also pride over being counted as
Hindu by their savarna masters.

Avarnas made sudras: The con-
stant and repeated propaganda by
the “national” media owned and
controlled by the upper castes (and
none owned and controlled by the
Dalits) also fhade them “believe”
whatever is publicised. Thus the
avarnas have become Sudra, the

Hindu-Sudra, nay the Hindu. The
words Indies, Hind, Hindu denote
names of places orthe inhabitants of
a particular region or country. But
the upper castes say and use them
inreligious sense only and insist that
the word Hindu stands only for their
own religious sect and nothing else.
Thusthe Untouchables having been
“included” in the Hindu-fold, the Hin-
dus gained a covetable majority.
Otherwise by Arya Dharma yard-
stick the Hindus are a microscopic
minority. We have been thus de-
ceived by the savamas.

Special terms: Can an Untouch-

able be held part of the Hindu soci-
ety? Is there any human tie that
binds them to the rest of the Hindu
society? There is none. There is no
connubium (matrimonialties). There
is not even the right to touch, much
less to associate. Instead, the mere
touch is enoughto cause pollutionto
a Hindu. The whole tradition of the
Hindus is to recognise the Untouch-
able as a separate element and in-
sist upon it as a fact. The traditional
terminology of the Hindus to distin-
guish Hindus and Untouchables fur-
nishesthe best evidence in favour of
the contention of the Untouchables.
According to this traditional termi-
nology, Hindus are called savamas
and the Untouchables are called
avarnas. It speaks of the Hindus as
Chaturvamikas and of the Untouch-
ables as panchamas. Such a termi-
nology could not have come into
existence if separation had not be-
tome so prominent and its obser-
vance so necessary as to require
coining of special terms - dignified
for the upper castes and stigmatic to

the lower castes - to give expression

to the fact.

(Read: Untouchables are not Hin-
dus but a Separate Element, Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar, a reprint of DV edi-
torial April 16, 1989).

American Blacks: Admitting for the
sake of the argument the Untouch-
ables are Hindus by religion, is that

enough to conclude that they and
the Hindus are of one single commu-
nity? If that be the logic behind the
contention of the Congress then,
what about the Belgians, Dutch;
Norwegians, Swedes, Germans,
French, italians, Slavs etc.? Arethey
not all Christians? Do they not wor-
ship the same God? Do they not all
accept Jesus astheir Saviour? Have
they not the same religious beliefs?
Obviously, there is a complete reli-
gious unity between all of them in
thought, worship and beliefs. Yet,
who can dispute that the French,
Germans, Italians and the rest are
not asingle community? The Whites
and the Blacks in US too have a
common religion. Both are Chris-
‘tians. Can anyone say that the two
onthataccountformasingle commu-
nity? The third case may be sighted
from India itself. The Indian Chris-
tians, Europeans and the Anglo-In-
dians profess and follow the same
religion. Yet it is admitted that they
donotformone singie Christian com-
munity. The argument of the Con-
gress, M.K Gandhi and the Hindu
protagonist is thus proved full of
fallacies.

WhatHinduism preaches: Itis now
well known that Hinduism preaches
separatism instead of union. Tobe a
Hindu means not to mix, to be sepa-
rate inevery thing. The real genius of
Hinduism is to divide. This is beyond
dispute. For, what do caste and Un-
touchability stand for? Obviously for
separation. For caste, anothername
for separation and untouchability,
typifies the extremist formi of separa-
tion of community from community.
Caste and untouchability far from
being mere dogmas are among the
foremostobservances prescribed by
Hinduism. It is not enough for a
Hindu to believe in the dogmas of
caste and untouchability, he must
also observe caste and untouchabil-
ity in the conduct of his daily-life.

Barbed wire fence: The separa-
tion, which Hinduism has brought
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about, between the Hindus and the
Untouchables by its dogma of un-
touchability is not a mere imaginary
line of separation, it has both depth
and width. Factually the two are di-
vided by a fence made of barbed
wire which the Untouchables have
never been allowedto cross and can
neverhopeto cross, says Babasaheb
Ambedkar.

Ifany conclusion s to be drawn from
the hypothesis that the Untouch-
ables are Hindus it is that Hinduism
has always insisted both in principle
and in practice that the Untouch-
ables are not to be recognised as a
chip of Hindu block but are to be
treated as a separate element and
segregated from the Hindus.

Separate element: If therefore the
- Untouchables say that they are a
separate element, nobody can ac-
cuse them of having invented a new
theory for the sake of the political
advantages. They are merely point-
ing out what the facts are and how
these facts are the heritage of Hin-
duism itself. The Congress cannot
honestly and convincingly refute it. If
it does it is only because it is actu-
ated by selfish motives, it knows that
thie recognition of the Untouchables
as an element in the national life of

India, as distinct and separate from

the Hindus, must result in the ap-
portionment of places in the execu-
tive, the legislature, the judiciary and
in the public services between the
Untouchable and the Hindus and
thus limit the share of the latter, The
Congress does not like that the Hin-
dus should be deprived of the share
of the Untouchables which the Hin-
dus are in the habit of appropriating
to themselves. That is the real rea-
son why the Congress - nay , any
other party - refuses to recognise
that the Untouchables are a sepa-
rate element in the national life of
India, says Dr. Ambedkar.

What Is caste: The general allega-
tions that every society consists of
groups cannot be challenged. For
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even in European or American soci-
ety there are groups associated to-
gether in various ways and for vari-
ous purposes. But when the state-
ment goes beyond and says that the
castes in India are not different from
groups and classes in Europe and
America, it is nothing but utter non-
sense. The groups and classes in
Europe and America may appear
the same as the castes in India to
look at. But fundamentally two are
quite different. The chief distin-
guishing feature is the isolation
and exclusiveness which are the
hallmarks of the castes in India
and which are maintained as matter

not of routine but of faith none of -

which characteristics is to be found
in the groups and class system of
Europe or America.

Caste Is antl-social: Again, every
society consists of groups. But it
must be recognised that the mutual
relations of the groups are not the
same everywhere. In one society
groups may be only non-social in
their attitude towards one another.
But in another they may be anti-
social - where the spirit which actu-
atesthe various social groups is only
non-sacial their existence may not
be taken seriously as there-is no
cause for danger in any group which
is only non-social towards another
and to which alien is synonymous
with enemy, the fact must be taken
into account in framing the constitu-
tion and the class which has been
victim of anti-social spirit must be
given protection by proper safe-
guards. .

In India, castes are not merely
non-sociai. Oftcn they are anti-
soclal. Thisis particularly true of the
Hindus to the Untouchables. The
anti-social activities of the savamas
(Hindus) towards Untouchables are
manifest in their not allowing the

Untouchables to take water form the

wells, enter schools, travel in buses
andtrains, wear clean clothes or any
jewellery, put tiles on the roofs of
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their houses and so on. They are not
isolated acts of afew bad men among
the Hindus. They are the proof of the
permanent anti-social attitude of the
Hindu community against the Un-
touchables.

Mental disease: There is-another
floating argument one sometimes
comes across. The basis of the ar-
gument is that untouchability is a
vanishing thing ard therefore there
is No use recognising the Untouch-
ables as a separate element in the
national life. Everything is vanishing
and there is nothing that is perma-
nent in human history. The point
may be considered when Untouch-
ability has gone root and branch.
Until that state arrives, it is unnec-
essary to pay any regard to it. We
must all hope for the disappearance
of Untouchability. At the same time,
we must be careful not to be misled
by people who boast of being incor-
rigible optimists. Actually, this argu-
ment is no argument at all. Those
who raise.this point do not seem to
make a distinction between Un-
touchability as a touch-me-not-ism
and untouchability as mental atti-
tude manifesting itself in social dis-
crimination. The two are quite differ-
ent. It may be that untouchabiiity as
a touch-me-not-ism may be gradu-
aily vanishing in towns although it is
doubted if this is happening in any
appreciable degree. It is quite cer-
tain that untouchability as a pro-
pensity on the part of ithe Hindus
to discriminate against the Un-
touchables will not vanish either
intowns orin villages withinimag-
inable distance of time. Not only
untouchability as a discrimination
propensity will not disappear but
untouchability as a touch-me-not-
ism will not disappear within a mea-
surable distance of time in the vast
number of villages in which the vast
number of Hindus live and will con-
tinue to live. You cannot untwist a
two-thousand year twist of the hu-
man mind and turn it in the opposite «
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direction.

Allahupanishad: There are some
protagonists of Hinduism who say
that Hinduism is a very adaptable
religion that it can adjust itself to
everything and absorb anything. Itis
quite true. But s it a virtue? The best
example of its adjustability is the
literary production called “Allahu-
panishad” which the Brahmins ofthe
time of Akbar prcduced to give a
place to his “Dine-llahi” within Hindu-
ism and to recognise it as the sev-
enth system of Hindu philosophy. it
is true that Hinduism can absorb
many things.

The beef-eating Hinduism/
brahminism absorbed the non-vio-
lence theory of Buddhism and be-
came as religion of vegetarianism.
But there Is one thing which the
Hinduism has never been able to
do - namely to adjust itself to
absorb the Untouchables to do -
or to remove the bar of Untouch-
ability. There have been many
reformers, who long before Gandhi
came to the scene, tried to remove
the stain of untouchability. But they
have all failed. The reason for this
failure is very simple. The Hindus
have nothing to fear from the Un-
touchables, nor have they anything
to gain, they have in fact much to
lose by the abolition of untouchabil-
ity.

Goldmine of Hindus: The system
of untouchability is a gold mine to the
Hindus, said Babasaheb: About 25%
of the Hindus are kept as Untouch-
ables. The Untouchables have to
serve as their retinue to enable the
Hindus to maintain pomp and cer-
emony and to cultivate a feeling of
pride and dignity befitting a master
class which cannot be fostered and
sustained unless there is beneath
which a servile class to look down
upon. They are used as forced
labour, to work on a mere pittance
and sometimes on nothing at all.
They have to do all types of dirty and

filthy works of scavengers, sweep-
ers and so on. They are always kept
for lower jobs and are prevented
from entering into competition for
higher jobs.

Why beef-eating stopped: Inslump
the Untouchable is fired first and in
boom the Hindu is employed first
and the Untouchable is employed
last. To revert, the Brahmins gave
up beef-eating because they were
afraid that otherwise Buddhism
would overpower Hinduism. Hin-
duswrote “Allahupanishad” because
they have everything to gain by help-
ing Akbar to establish a new religion.
The author gained money by pleas-
ing the emperor and by lending aidto
establish a religion which promised
less tyranny and oppression to the
Hindus than Islam held out.

Savarnas have no heart: Untouch-
ability is an attitude of the Hindus.
For untouchability to vanish, itis the
Hindu who must change. Will he
change? Has the savarna any con-
science? History does not justify the
conclusion that a Hindu has a quick
conscience. [tshows thatwhere eth-
ics and economics come in conflict,
victory is always with economics.
Vested interests have never been
known to have willingly divested
themselves unless there was suffi-
cient force to compel them.

Remarks: Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar
was deeply religious. But he estab-
lished long back that we are not

Hindus but are merely counted as

Hindus for selfish interest of the Hin-
dus. Babasaheb forsook the shack-
les of Hinduism which was a source
of life-long torment to himself and at
last embraced Buddhism.

Even now only a limited few of the
Dalits accept that they are not Hin-
dus. Some fight shy of Dalit move-
ments lest they should lose their
hereditary religion. Majority of the
Dalits are believers of Hinduism.
Of course, there is no denying the
fact that the Untouchables and the

Hindus belong to the two separate
communities and that there is little
scope of any reconciliation between
the two.

Under the circumstances, can’t we
call ourselves as “Anarya Hindus”
who are poles apart from Aryan Hin-
dus? Alternatively, we can take the
name Dalit Hindu as distinct from
Dalit Christians, Dalit Buddhists, Dalit
Sikhs etc. Few can repudiate the'
authenticity of these terms. We can
thus have a distinct religious iden-
tity. After all, perhaps, none in this
land of ours like to be without a
religion of his/her own.

Sources: 1. Dr. Babasaheb

Ambedkar - Writings & Speeches

Vol.9

2. Shri A.K Sharma’s article -

Amra Kee Hindoo? &

The 1992 Third reprint of Babasaheb ar-
ticle, Untouchables are not Hindus,Re.0.50,

may be ordered from Dalit Voice Office. [l
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Why church in India failed to liberate
the oppressed?

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore: Dr. Gnana Robinson, the newly-appointed
Principal of the prestigious United Theological College
here, has said the failure of the Church in India is due
to the fact that it is charity-oriented neglecting the all-
important justice aspect.

Addressing the Dalit Human Rights Forum here, Dr.
Robinson, a Backward Caste (Nadar) Christian from
Tamil Nadu, on “Caste in church” he frankly admitted
that “casteismin churchis afact of life”. Thisis because
from the very beginning Christian missionaries com-
mitted the mistake of pursuing a “salvation-oriented
approach neglecting the justice aspect.”

Even those western white missionaries who went to
Africa never bothered about racism and slavery. So
also in South America. Missionaries made themselves
comfortable, unperturbed by the exploitation around
them. They were only interested in conversion to
increase the number of Christians without bothering
the serious contradictions in the society they lived in.

Half-hearted conversion: In India, liberation of the
oppressed was never the aim of the missionaries. No
doubt conversiondid liberate the oppressed Dalits
to some extent but the missionaries indulged in
only superficial conversion. That is why many
Christians are “reconverting” themselves.

Casteism came into church because the missionaries
did only a half-hearted conversion, aiming only at
numbers. To increase the numbers, they permitted
casteinside the church (Bishop A.M. Azariah: Unchris-
tian side of the Indian Church, Dalit Sahitya Akademy,
1989).

Caste is playing havoc in church today. It is extended
even to the election of aBishop, the highest office inthe
church. There are caste-wise graveyards.

All this is happening because justice-orientation is
missing in the church which is prepared to give charity
but not justice. “The church has to rediscover the
message of Christ who gives no scope for discrimina-
tion, and until this is done, the church will have no
message for India.”

Catholic Church: In the Catholic church things are
much worse because there is hardly any democracy.
However, things are changmg since Dalit conscious-

ness is spreading fast. And Dalits may take over {:
church shortly, he said.

In the UTC, so far headed by -an upper caste Syrian

Christian principal, he is thinking of giving a big shake-
up through areform programme. A Dalit theology dept.
may soon come up.

Prof. Ambrose Pinto, a Jesuit priestlecturer at the local
St. Joseph's College who is leading a battle within the
Catholic church for reservations to Dalits, pres
over the meeting.

o

Ruling class makes a mess
of judiciary

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Bangalore: Judiciary in India is not only a close
preserve of the upper caste rulers, but their oniy
hope of protecting the varnashrama dharma_
Only those with “merit and efficiency” are select=
ed as judges as there is no reservation to the
posts of High Court and Supreme Court judges.

!
Al

See what happened to this exclusive preserve of
the Aryan brahminical merit-mongers.

Karnataka for instance, provides a remarkable
model for the mess in which the judiciary in the
country finds itself today. Official figures state
that over 1,30,000 cases were pending before
the High Court as on July 1 1993. At this rate
the judiciary may soon collapse under the sheer
weight of its workload. As it is, it takes over 15
years to clear the arrears, let alone those which
may file in the coming months and years.
(Deccan Herald, Sept.13).

The High Courts and Supreme Court have not
only become so costly and inaccessible to the
outside the BSO but they are completely pré
cupied with ruling class disputes only. And 1
charmed circle of ruling class (BSO) compns
not even 15% of India’s population. g

s

Look, what a horrible state we have been pus
to in 50 years of “independence”.

il October 16-31 1993 |
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Black Profeﬁqv &t-Unjon 'ﬁj‘ieologg ».l Seminary, New York, and
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First publisfied.in 1§79, ¥9s is the Blassic source book for the
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Latest Gujarati booklet

OPEN LETTER FROM AL CONGRESS, LUCKOW,
TO MURLI MANOHAR JOSH| OF VHP

1993 PP15 Re.0.50
Tehrik - E - Badari - E - Millat
. Khanpur - Deh
Gujarat - 392 150
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HISTORY OF HINDU IMPERIALISM
Swami Dharma Theertha
Sth Edition - 1992 p.p 280 Rs. 200/-
Foreword by
A Varadarajan
Former Judge
Supreme Court of India
ABOUT THE BOOK

"The Book is written from a point which | appreciate
verymuch | am myself writing a book in which ! have
touched many of the points which I find are dealt
within the book. The Book was, therefore, a very
welcome thing to me.”

- Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Copies can be had from Dalit Voice Office

Phone ;: 0812-366 771
EDITOR : V.T. RAJSHEKAR

PUBLISHED FROM:
109/7th Cross, Palace Lower Orchards,
Bangalore.- 560 003 - India

Annual Subscription: Rs.100
Payable in MO or DD to: "Dalit Voice",
I'creign Airmail: US 40$ dollars
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De'sﬁw"‘l‘op Publishing (DTP) has of 1late

become 'in thing' in Bangalore, with
various applications fro the business
environment., The need for representation
of one's products and services in a
bPresentable manner has made DTP the only
efficient, flexible and most modern
method, currently used in the city, for
providing business and commercial
establishments with ready made or custom
made layouts, designs of Letterhead,
Logo, Introductory Letters, Product
Catalogues, Leaflet, Pricelists,
Circulars, Conference Materials, Text
books, News letters, In-house Magazines,
Marketing Reports, Project Reports,
Graphic representation, Visiting cards,
(=20 )

Desk Top Publishing, uses computers with
specially designed software for different
requirements of composing text layouts,
design and graphic representation. DTP
can give you within a matter of minutes
any text, design or layout with a final
proof.,

Next time you have any requirement like
Introductory Letters, Product Catalogues,
Leaflet, Pricelists, Circulars,
Conference Materials, News letters, In-
house Magazines, Marketing Reports,
Project Reports, etc, Contact :

Image Impact Services

No. 3, Cellar Floor, The
Presidency
82, St. Mark's Road

Bangalore - 560 001
® 215607

We also have Documentation Services Like

Photocopying (Xerox), Binding ~ Comb &
Spiral, etc.

When corresponding, please quote your label number

To

e30sessnesnrransennanarannass

BC 3 (ends on 1.8.93)
Librarian .
==sIndian Social Institute_ .

=24, Benson Road
“Bangalore - 560 046
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