wE

L

ALIT

VOICE

[The Volce of the Persecuted Minorities ]

Vol 1

SEPT. - 15 - 1981 Mo. 7

ECHTOR AL

R.S.S. AND COMMUNAL RIOTS

Yat anather roport of the judicial inguiry commission an
yaars after the carnage | this time on Jamshedpur siasl

nal riot has coma 24
in Bihar's tribal belt that

engulfed in a major bloodbath in April 1972 resulting in 108 (official figure) deaths. The
Commigsion headed by Justice Jitendra MNarain, formarly of ithe Paina High Cour, has
direcily blamed the RS5 and its two front organisations BJP (then called the Jan Sengh)
and the BMS for being responsible for the niots.

And alter tha Jamshedpur riot, wa had
Moradabad. Hyderabad and Biharshreef
gnd many other mihor rigls. Every day
we have one or mare. Over 5,000 commu-
nal ncidanis since the | dependence. The
Jamshedpur inquiry commission has direc-
tly indicted the RS and particularly its
chief, Dworas, and the local MLA, Dina-
nath Pandey. The trump-caid of the =5
is communal riots. Tha B35 can make
inroads nto an area only if i Succeeds in
anginearing a riot. This is the secret
behind svery riot. At Jemshedpur. R55
wanted & riot 1o wean away the Tata lron
and Stesl Co. workers and others from
Leftist unions and bring them under the
umbrella of the pro-capitalist Bharativa
Mazdoar Sangh, the trade union front of
the R35. Panday had reporiedly testified
to this affect before the inguiry commission.
¥t another purpose behind this riol is to
Hinduise the tribals who actually aré not
Hindus but animiste. R55 and many other
organisations ame currently engaged in a
multi million rupeess f{oreign-financed pro-
jects to Hinduise the Bihar triabls so that

\

thay do not get converted to Chrigtianity,
later agitate for & seperabe Stete of Jhar
khand and thus go the way of their North-
pastern Ccounterparts, The RSS  thus
scored & double-victory in Jamshedpur :
checking the growth of Left movemeant in
the stoel-town and weaning the tribals
away Trom Christian migsionaries who have
done marevellous sennce to the tribale,
The evidence betors the commission has
hinted a1 the indiréct bleszings the RSS
got from the TISCO management. 3o, i
WES 8 very desp-reoied conspiracy. Tri-
bals, who lad the atteck on the Muslims-
also egually poor indusinal workers-were
1okl by the RSS that their enemiss were
nol the Industrigl fycoons who suploited
the tribal areas but the Muslims RSS,
which succeeded in introducing the
communal virus in this industrial city, has
actually killed two birds with one stone :
the Left movemenl suffered a setback,
BMS was able to capiure the trade unlons
ard secondly, turnithe wrath of the tribals
from their real exploiters, the industnial
tYooons, 10 maginary enemiog, the poor



Muslims How besutiful. No doubt
Doeoras has quickly dubbed the werdict'as
“absolutely fales, baseless and poiiticaily
motivated™, This is their * usual song
whaenever a vordict goes against it - After
executing a communal riot, RSS is always
the first 10 demand a judicial probe. At
Jamshadpur too, e RSS wes the first to
shout. Dinanath Pandey was so confident
of suppressing the facts and’ managing 1o
congidorably delay the verdict, that he
said Commission would “"expose the inter-
nationsl conspiracy of the Muzlims™.
When the verdict went against the 955,
they cama out with their stock siatement
calling the whole thing baseless. Bul it
was only couple of days back that RSS
leadars were shouting that 20 far not a
single inguiry commission had held RS5
responsible for the communal riots. RSS
has beon repestedly indulging in such falge
propoganda. Becauge ite agents are there
in the ""national press’’, |t gets wide publi-
gity for its lies, But what are the facts 7
Madan Commission report on Bhiwandis
Jalgaon riot of 1870 (Vol. vi part vi, para
103-185) says :  "Rastriva Utsav Mandal,
majority of whose members belonged to
tha Jen Sangh were responsible for the
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riots''. The Commision noted that the
important leaders of the JS were from the
R38. A similar wverdict aganst RS had
coma in tne Tellichery riot &8 weall.  Wa
have no illusion that the latest raport will
end all fuilure communal dots  Judicinl
commissions have proved 1o be vseluss

Mot only the verdicr is duiyed” but” ro
action taken on that, Mesmehile, Hindu
fazcizt forces are out 1o finish the untouch-
ables. wibals, OBCs and the minorities,
That is why it exploitied thae Tamd Nadu
converson of § tew hurded untouchables
to lstem and descobed it a5 a nathonal
crisis.  The motne behing roising such a
hue ard cry over "N owas 10 81800 8 COmmu-
nal riot there and then make inrosds into
this Srate which had been s weakos? link.
The conversions gave it a idesl opportus
nity.  Bul its calculations misfirgd  Hows
ever. the conversions have helped the RSS
to pitch its tent in TN also It hes thus
succeed in epreading s wings all over
India, getiing ready for many Mo
Jamshedpurs. Dalits, persdcuted ming-
rities and all other progréessive Torces must
get ready for the fast-approaching battle
with the RS5 our to clamp & clésg-cogre’
fascist dictatorship over India, |

MEW QUID-E-AZAM :

Jagivan Ram is wooing the Muslims 1o
become the leader of J:nf:th Harijang and
Muslims. For this purpose a Harijan-Mu-
slim Manch was floated recently in Delhi.
The secrolary of the Manch, who was ea-
rliar in tha CFD. has embraced lslam with
family. Meanwhile, the Shahi Imam of Ja-
ma Masjid is trying to bring together once
moré Babuj and Bahuguna to pursue the
plan jointly. (RS S weekly Organiser
Aug.23) O

WHY CONVERSION?
by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Excerpts from the historic spoech daeli-
vered on May 30-31, 1936 while addros-
sing a conferance of untouchables, making
his stand clear on conversion. Tha
dacument is topical in the context of the
current controversy raised by the
communal Hindus on the issue ol con-
version. It i the mosl authentic voice
of Dr. Ambeédkar on conversion.  Price :
Re. 1 Published by the Dalit Sahitys
Akademy. 109-Tth cross, P.L. Orchards,

Bangalore- 560 003-India.

POLICE PERMIT SATI :
widaw-ouming  was held on Aug. 11

A UNI repost trom Banda says the alrocious Hindu custom of
_ Mrs. Dagia. 65, committed san
the burning pyre of her husband. What adds significance to the reporn:

“ jumoing into
H"E: the Sati

wias walched by thousands of people and the police (indian Exprass-Aug 18)
L}
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DALIT OFFICIALS HAIL CONVERSION

TO ISLAM

Four retired but enlightened scheduled caste officers of Karnataks have lssued a

statement hailing  conversion of untouchabls to lslam,

The statement save: Conversion

of untouchables to |slam in Tamil MNadu and other parts of [ndia has shaken the Hingu
society and according 1o some Hindus this is the biggest crnss faced by Hinduism since
the partition, . The Hindus are extremely worried because their properties and privileges
are threatened by this wholesale revelt of the Dalirs,

Tha report submitied By Union Minister
of State for Home Makwana to the Prime
Minister and the findings of many Hindu
leadars like Prof  Subramanian Swanmy
and others, repons in the national Press
and the findings of the Regionol Director
of SCs and 5Ta have all gone to concid-
sivaly prove that the Tamil Madu mass
conversion of untouchables was solely due
1o socio-religious reasons,  The untoucha-
bles themselves had testified that thay felt
fully liberated after becoming Muslims
Tha bogey raised by the Shankaracharyas,
the Pajawara Swamis and other Hindu
communelists undar the leadership of the
ASS about Arab money and the uss of
farce in conversion has not worked, On
tha aother and, it is the Hindu leadars who
are now trying o bribs the  Dalits in thair
dasperate but futile attempts to réconvert
tham, The vey fact that they have  failed
to publish the names of those Muslims
who ware alegedly reconverted at
Meenakshipuram and also other places
further proves that all the noize raised by
the A35 has proved to be 1otally fame
Meanwhile, the convarsion to Islam has
spread to Morth India as well.

Im the light of this most significant turning
point in the history of the untouchables”
liberation struggle, we the following aelders
belonging 10 the oppressed 5C community
express our full solidarity and symopathy in
this liberation struggle. We also assure
1o stand by them in this struggle,

The most important thing that has to ba
correctly understood §s that what the

untouchables of India want is destruction
of - the caste sygtem which alons  shall
destroy untouchability. Al the consti-
tutional reservations and  governmenial
sthemes, evern where implemenied since-
rely, have anly tried to improve the econo-
mic conditions of the untouchables, But
the prablem of the uniouchebles is not
economic but social.  Man cannot live by
bread slone, He wants self-respect and
manhood. Dr. B. R. Ambeckar said the
untouchables must rashee that as long as
thay live within Hinduism. they cannot get
self-respact. The Marxists® oftrepeated
theory that untouchables will be liberated
when the have-nots launch the '“class
struggle” against the haves, has been
{alsified in India,

Tha-efars the Government's economic
reforms having failed to deliver the goods,
tha Marxists having failed 1o bring abowt
pevalution and the Hindu leadars having
no programme to destroy caste system,
the untoushables are forced 1o take re-
course to ihe only path lefi-a religious
solution by embracing ls5lam which they
say has assured them human dignity, This
is what they have been sesrching for
centuries and if Islam offers them the way
out, no Hindu, who is the wvary cause of
the uniouchables miseries, has the right to
guestion what they do.,

Therefore, we congraiulate Makwana
for upholding the right of the untouchables
to sesk jusiice and the Karnataka Dalig
Action Committes for giving e call to the



Dalits of india to quit Hinduism on August
15, which they observed as a "BLACK
DAY'"  As forghe charge that some Dalit
ofganisgiion has zought money for con-
vargion, we would like to vahemantly con-
demn such insinuations. Such mischievous
propoganda ks nothing but adding insult 1o
injury. The Dalits aré not so cheap like
the Brahmins® who ware responsk
ble for seliing this country to every fore-
ign invadar,

In Karnataka, the position of untouch=
ble is in 0 way betiér than that of any
other part of India- In Eollegal, Hunsur
" {Mysore Dist), Kolar, Ahalki (Bidar) Hole-
narsipur {Hassan), Gulbargs and in many
parts of the State the untouchsbles are
being persécuted We call upon Dalits of
all these places to immediately guit Hindu-
ism. We also call upon students and
officiale 1o kick off theza Hindu crumbs
of bread given in the shape of reservation
and seek salvation by getting out of this
gas chambor of Hindukam, It is belter 1o
Iive in honour for one single day then live
as a dog for hundred years.

Wa also call upon our Muslim brothemng

not 1o worry about any FHpErcUSSions - &%
long as we two persecuted minorities,
together forming & sizeable population,
say 40 per cent, come together. Aloig
with Christians and tribals, we will be &
force to reckon with. The Hindu commu-
nglists are trying to use this opportunity
to enginesr communal rots and all of us
will have 10 be guarded against this dan-
get. Uniouchables miust kn?w Muslims
and Christigns are our best friends and
therefore we should notl fight the Hindu
batie.

Remember we are doing this in the
interést of sawving the honour of [ndis.
Only those who e trésiors  and anti-
nationals con oppose our holy crusada’.

The signatories are Dr. D. RUDRAIAH,
Dirsctor of Animal Husbandry and Vet.
Services, 5. PUTTASWAMY Engineering
in Chief, Rlys., O. R. NANJAYYA, Daputy
Commissionar, Commercial Taxes, B Edi-
tor HHEEMAVANI, all retd. K. DODDA-
VEERAIAH Under =ecretary to Govt. several
otherg officials have also signed the
stalgment. o

LEFTIST SILENCE ON
CONVERSIONS

Mikhil Chakravarity, editor of prestigious
Mew Delhi weskly, “'Mainstréam’™, in an
editorial (Aug. 8) criticses the Hinauy
religious leagers, Govi., the press and
politi-lans for converting "“a smatl ingidant™
of 600 Dalits - embraging lslam in Mes-a-
kshipuram  Congratlating . the Dalits for
afiectively demonstrating their protest, he
gays . ‘!if tha Hanjan is bagnning to
losa confidence In the Hindw social sei-up,
ghauld he be blamed for that ¥ It 8 Hindu
bigotry which has to thank itsell if tne
Harijans chooso 1o lesve its Told. NC, as
he is popularty known, dshounces the
commanal Hindu charge that the Dalits
weard lured by the Arab money and says :
“Those who have been wallowing in the
pohution o our public ife have no busi-
ness 1o malign these innocent villagers
facing panury and persécution. changing
thair cread in 1earch of matarial as wall as
sp ritual gain’.  re criticises govt. authg-
rities for rasing an alarm over convarsons
as it is none of tha gosernment business

to take note of such developments ""To

gingle out this case of conversion 10 Islam
is & serious commentary on our plédge To
buitd ~indu - “uslion amity, this undeimnes
the vary concapt Of national inteégralion
based on secularism’’, - He raises another
important point 2 "It B strange that the
Lef pastias have not yat wokén wp to the

dangerous imphcations of the controsarsy
over Mesnakshipuram : 8 not the uphoid-
ing of the right 1o change onas religon an
izsue for 8 nabional campaign

How many editors we have n Indis
likea MC P,

The issues raised by NC are - (i) can a
govt, take note of conversions in the
gulge of 1aw and order trouble and press
its machifery including pohcs 1o tefnoTize
the poor illitorate Dalite 7 Does it not
amount 10 a 0 called secular governmeént
siding with communal Hi-dus? (i} Left
pares by their silence on the conversson
convulsions have indirectly supported the
commural Hindua  Aftar-all who is haad-
ing thesa Lafi pamties 7 Their own brothers
in the RSS. U

)

L5



WHY CASTE WAR SHOULD BE WELCOMED

YV T. Rajshekar Shetiy
Our Marxists friends have often repeated the cliche that “class struggle” will lead 1o
revolution. We have replied to them in our twa previous monographs- How Marx Failed
in Hindu India** {1979) and Class-Caste Struggle — Emerging third force” (1881). There-

fare, we do not wish to go into that guestion here

Howevear, under |ndian conditinns,

broadly speaking it iz the "casta’” that has become a “'class’.

That is why ""caste struggle’” i more Or
less synonymous with “'class strugale™.
Howevar weare not minimising the impor-
tance of cless struggle. But in India it is
mainly through '"‘caste struggle” it 18
poszible to heve a class strugobe. It
the caste struggle that will heve to gracu-
ate Into class struggle No oouot, the
ultimate aim should be that India must
have a class struggle. But this will be-
gome possible only when the poor paople
balonging to higher castes join hands with
the poor of the low castes. . For this caste
barrier has 10 be broken.

Almost 95% of the poor Hindus belong

to the low caste, and the untouchables
gre almost 100% poor. Brahming and
other high castes are invariabiy the pro-
perty-holders.  Caste division in willages
ig in fact clags divigion - (EPW - 1879
annual issue page-317). The resarvations
have no doubt helped some untouchables
to.go up the ladder of lit= and numerous
siudlies have been made by sociologists
ahout the *“Harijan elie””, This elite class
iz keeping itseif away irom the less for-
nete, unsducated untouchables. But tims
glite class is not a special feature of
untouchables alone  Ewvery caste including
the Brahming has its own elite, And this
gli*e class in every caste maintaing aloof-
ness from the rest. This is true of the
Muslims and Christians also, Sikhs too
are divided on “"clags’’ lings.

Since the untouchables are almost 100%
poor and almast 1005 illterate, the hor-
mation of such an elite class becomes
gtrikingly visible and, therefora, has be-
come a great eve-some 1o the Hindus.,  The

mass conversion af untouchables to lslam
in Tamil Madu was mainly due to the fagt
that the Hindes could . not foleceie their
prosperity. Once a servile class, living
on the outskiris of every wvillage, the un-
touchables {::uming to geCupy houses neal

Jdo that of a high casie and 'a:'.'urhtﬂg in the

sama office and In the same posiian,
travelling in the same bus and eating n the
same hotel-all this will nawrally lead to
serious heart-burning. QCaste system
means gradation, Ascending order  of
reverence end descending order ol con-
temot. Reservations have sought to shake
a stagnant society in which there s no
scope for eguality. Hinduism cannot tole-
rate democracy, eguality, socialism and
seculariam.  When reservations seeks to
azsure, however half-neariedy, a brighiar
future for the untouchables, it immediately
comes into contlict with the Hindu ethos

Therefore what w3 witngssad in Gujarat
can be descobed as a fight batweaen
socialism apd Hisduism in which socialism
temporasily vanguished a nd Hinduism,
trivmphed and ultimately the whole thing
ended up in a draw, There is a Sikance of
graveyard prevailing over Gujarat mow,
And this calm befere the storm may and
any moment and a fresh but @ mare bloody
caste war may break out any moment.  [f
caste has to graduate into class, this
ghould be walcomed. The reserv:tans,
howevar poorly implemeanted, has helped
about 20 lakhs of scheduled castes to be-
come Govarnment servants out of a tota) '
SC population of ahout 30% of the coun-
try's population. |& it not something that
we should be proud of 7 15 it not a happy
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gign 7 - Mo doubt, this "Harijan elite’”
class Is itself getting estranged from the
rast of tha exploited sections of untoucha-
bes. Sangkritization and Westernisation
is sucking this *“elite class’’ more and maore
inta the orbit of other exploiting classes.
That Is why, the jsalous Hindu society has
started calling. the 5Cs as "'Governmant
Brahmina'". That this 20'lakhs of Govern-
ment servants have not spared a thought
for their less-fortunate, illiterate, poor
untouchables subjected 1o atrocitias every
day in the country-side, amply’ p‘oves that
this “'elite class’" is joining hands with the
other exploiting classes in the Hindu upper
gastes. That means & ‘class’ is being
formed out of @ ‘"caste’’. Thiz "‘class™
among the SCs may not coma up 10 the
level of life of other high ceste Hindus but
they are sure to swell the rank of other
exploiting classes. This is & new develop-
ment of far-reaching significance in the
Indian social set-up : “"Casta’” |5 gradu-
ally breaking and out of its debris “'class”™
iz teking shape I8 this not 8 welcome
develgpment 7 From this, it is clear thar
the “caste war™’ raging in ditferent parts
of the country has holpad formation of a
*'elass'’ which is indeed the nesd of the
hour., Because, in fndia we have had no
“¢lags” in the strict Marxian term. Every
“cggte’” including the Brahmins has iis
ovuT pOar. Caeste culs across class and
vice versa.  What we uliimately want is a
*class  gtruggle’’.  But how cén class
giruggle come about in India whan there
gre no 'classes’” ¥ Class struggle cannot
coma anout without first destroying castas,
And caste will get desiroyed only in the
caste wars Thia is a lesson which our
Marxists can ill-afford to ignore’ Kerala's
communal palitics is the standing example
pf castes graduating into & “class’’. All
the °* torward” communimies there have
jained hands and merged into a "“‘class’".
According to ona report the ™' poverty ling"!
among " torward ' communities  parti-

cularly the Mairs has moved wup, They
have formed a political party [(M.D.F) to
fight for their rights, linking up their
struggle with the Christians. The back-
ward toddy-tapper  community, Ezhavas,
are the single largest caste group of Ke-
rala. Buf it ig this group which is outl to
break the Mair and Brahmin monopoly in
land and services. Land reforms did break
the backbone of Brahmins and MNalis  With
thiz began the impoverishment of Nairs
who joined hands with Brahmins and
Christians.  The Ezhavas in turn linked up
their struggle with Muslime, a8 persacuted
minority, It is unforiunete that a minority
community like the Christians has joinad
hands with the Rrahmins and 'vairs. R ch
Christians are sakd to be, jolning Rs5. This
it because the Christians & onomic interest
has to be protected, And hence the gang-
up of ali exploiters against the exploited.

Besutiful polarisation.  socialism mwans

poor must come up and whean they come
up the nch naturaliy will have 1o be leveal-
led down. This is inevilable. This is
what wea mean by “'caste’’ graduating inlo
“class,

The link-up of the politicai struggle of
“axploiters’ —Mairs, Brahmins and Chrig=
fians-in Kerala iz @ new development hol-
ding an Imoortant lesson 1o the rest of
India. Keralais perheps the most politi-
cally conscious State with the highest
percentage of literacy in India. = Therefore,
ihe current experiment in Kerala of caste
graduating into & class will be repeated in
the rest of Indla also as caste and class
consclousness develops end caste struggle
gets accelerated.  This is bound 1o happen
avan if the CPM refuses o read the writ-
ing on the wall, Mo doubte high ceste
Mair, Mayanar, is the Chisf Minister of
Kerala. |t is the poverty of thinking among
Inchian Marxisis that they are not able to
groom low castes to  showlder party
responsibilities . The West Bengal Minis-
try headed by a high caste Hindu { Keyastha)
and dominated by Brahming with not even



a gingle untauchable or tribe given a cabi-
mat rank, is the standing example of the
high caste prejudices still dominating the
Indian Left mowvamant.

But dezpite all these hurdles, the low
castes gre slowly gravitating 1o the Left
movement, In Kerala, the very backbone
of the Left movemeant is backward Ezhavas:
Tha growth of the Left movement in
Eerala is essentially the outcomes of the
caste and communal conflict in Kerala.
The Left movement siill dominated by the
high castes do not want to accelerate the
"caste strugale™ in Kerala for fear of
annihilating the continued high caste domi-
nation of left politics. Kerala's MNettur
Commisslon report on backward ©ass is
being repeatedly shelved solaly because of
this reason-  The untouchables of Kerala
disanchanted with the Left movement are
already reported to be flocking to the Rs5
camp. And if the Marxist leadership
continues to ignore the Metiur Commission
réport, it might drive the poweriul Ezhavas
glso into the waiting R55 wings. That
will be a tragedy for which EMS Namboo-
diripad will be solely held responsible.
Howevar, the unique Kerala wxpeiiment
should open ihe eyes of the Indan Leit
movement io (ha realitios of the siluation
and the CPM must accept “'caste strugg'e’”
as part of the class struggle, by implemen-
ting its Howrah party plenum resoluion.
Or else they will be driving more and
mora low castes out of it a5 it happened
with CPl in Biharshariff communal riots.
All aver India, higher castes are gradually
coming Together and forming into a”'class’”.
Take the cage of the -outh. Mudaliars,
Vallalas, Chatriars and Naidus ( Tamil Nadu).
Mairs (Kera'a), Lingayats, Vokaligas and
Bunis (Karnataka), Reddys and Kammas
(Andhara Pradesh)-all these land-owning
dominant gastes were once In the fore-
froat of the anti-Brahmin movemant,  Jus-
tica Party comprised all these powarful
feudal lords  With the help of the British,
they secured reservations and thereby
able to comp'stely dislodge the Brahmins
from the political power and to some extent
in the adminigtrative power.  After having

taken over the place of Brahmins, they

started plaving the wery same game for
which they once criticized Branmins, May
They outdid the Brahming They started
oppressing ne backward classes (O B.Cs)
and more 0 untou hables.  In oppressing
the castes lower batow them, the larded
gentry excelled the Grahmins. May. They
joined hards with Brabmins. They sur-
passed the Brahming in oppressing the low
casles  Then céme the turn of the back-
ward classes and with the help of Peariyar
E V Ramaswamy, the backward classes
mobilised and captured political power.
After enjoying power these psople also
followed 1the llustrious foot-steps of
higher castes and pot Brahminised In no
way, they wars mors kind to the untoucha-
bles. The Meernakshipuram exodus of
untourhables o the fold of Islam is mainly
because of the unbearanle atrocites an the
hands of a wery backward class (0B C.)
section called the Thevars, These Thevars
are now closely coopérating with Brahmins
and other higher casies, The Railway
Oppressed Emp'ovees Uonion is mainly an
ciganisaton of backward classes and it is
they who went in writ against reservalions
in promoten to 505 Mo doubt Justice
Krishna Iyer dismissed the wril and upheld
the reservalion in promations 1o 5Cs but
the historic legal battle points oul onae
significant development, namely 'castes”
are gradually turming wto “'class™,  [n
other words ‘caste struggle’ will help
promotion of ‘cless” and such & transfor-
mation will help liquidation of ‘casmws” and
help formation of ‘class’ - bringing the
country 1o the decisive stage of class
swuggle. Eut ‘et i be rememberad
that desiruction of castes is the pre-regui-
site for class struggle. The point that we
are driving=at is how caste struggle s
getting graduated info cless struggle  We
feel this is & happy sign and it must be
encouraged, by all those interested in
revolution, Let it be remembersd that
Hindu India will never have revolution
without first destroying the caste. ]



Letters to Editor :

V. Amaimuothu, President, &ii-Ingia Fadea-
ration of Backward Classes, Trichy (TH) :
Voice will go a long way 10 congolidate
the Dalits, OBCs all over India. We hail
your bald attemipt in opening a new chaptar
in linking the struggle of the different opp-
ressed gactions

5. Balachandra Rao, professor of mathe-
matics, Mationsl Collegs, Bangdlore : |
have the fullest confidence that itha Voice
will turn Qut to bea gréat journalistic force
to reckon wilh

Yibhuotl Patel, Atvachar Vieodhi Samitl,

Bombay : Congratulations for the Voice,
It is a bold venture.
Rao Saheh Kashe, Sangamner College,
Ahmednagar : | heve boen reading your
writing for the past thres years. | think iha
Muglim-Dalit unity B the necessiiy of our
times, Majority of both are oppreszed
and exploited.  So their unity should be
walcomad purshy an material ground ard
not on religious ground,

S, ¥V Goodar, Bijapur: Your writings
hava fascinated me. 5o also vour logic and
argumanis. They are thought- provoking,
heart-searching and mind-boggling.

Bola Paswan Shastri, chaoman ;| Echeduled
Castes and Tribes Commission, Mew Dethi:
The Voice is informative snd useful
Bramwell Samoel Kumar, Church of South
India, Madres : | enjoyed reading The
Voics.

Abdul Salam, ®himopa: The Voice i
thrillii g. Youw have been rendering prg-
clOUs sarvice Lo the opprassed

Mohinder Faunl, Paliala: | cannot find ap-
propriale words 10 explain my gralituds for
tha Yoica-the vaice of the parsaculed mi-
noriies  Or. B. B. Ambedkar was chari-
shing such a digam 1hat we dalig should
be equipped with a proper press to voice
their faelings. History will abways rem-
ber ihe people who share the migeries of
others

ey

M. Elangovan : Cuddalora (TM) Evary
educated Dalit must read the Voice, which
will guide and inspirg him,

HBharatha Mambl, Gowthampapura,

Bangelore : Reading Dalit Voice is like
hearing war-drums. The wishes and
aspirationg, the paing and' problems of
dalits sre fully reflgcted in tha Voice.

Sedheer, Amalapuram, [AP) ! Your
editorial, "The National *arce’, is very limaly
and constructive, helped us dispel many of
our llusions, :

M. A Ahmed, Triplicans, Madras :  The
Voice gives many waluable information
about ihe movement of the persecuted
minorities and at the sama tima highiights
the urgent neéed to get a just andlastig
solution 1o their problems and sulferings
ihat are plaguing the minorities in India
and particularly the wuntouchables and

iribals.
Dr. Lalit Parmar, vice-president, Guja-

rat 5C Youth Federation, Hangot, Ut Bha-
ruch :  No Chief Justice ol a High Court
will recommeond the name of 8 Dam advo-
caté for the post of & high court judge.
Chief Minister Solanki of Gujarat sala ;|

am convincad that the caste Hindus have
bean biased against the Harijuns and their

profossion, There are brilliant Harijan
advacates in Gujaral but none of them has

become High Court judge because those
who select belong 1o upper caste’”  (India
Today March 15). Amcle 217 (1) of the
Conatitution says the consent of the Chief
Jugtice of s high court is required for the
appomiment of an advocate., Butl & it
nacessary 10 have a positive consent of the
Chief Justice of a High Court 7 Oné con-
nol forget the well known incident that at
the time of appoiniment of three High
Court Judges in 1978, the then Chief Jus-
bee of the Gujaral High Court did not
recammend their names,

Y. A. Lokhandawala, president, Indian

Ratioralist Association, Bombay : The
valiant struggle you are putting up for the
emancipation of all the persacuted mino-
rivies in India de s arves unequivocal

support.
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Prab-dhapam, weekly, Calicut [Karala) :
Tha Dalit Voice clearly reflects the volce
of the oppressed class of India.  The arti-
clas are very much appreciated,

C: Madhavan, Trivandrum : The tragedy
of dalits in Kerala is they teke upon them-
salves the ruling class ideologies and the
practice of communism, with all itsorients-
tion and sympathy for the poar, lacks the
roote needed in the soil. They deluded th-
emialves with the thought that they will
ong day be taken siraight into the commu-
nist heaven. This is a reality bom out of
their enslavemant under Hinduism, The
possibility of saving the Kerala dalits from
thig treachery is 8 harculean task, Ewven
the youth is not coming out of this calcu-
lated, cunning mischief What can we do
in this emerging pattern of behaviour in Ke-
rale is our main woarry.,  The Karala dalits
have not yet identified their causa, They
have not even protesied against tha Hindu
conspiracy of enslavement exemplified in
Gujarat. In our olfice we are fighting ag-
ainst & cartoon war launched on us by an
organization calied the 03 on the model of
the Ku Klux Kian of the US. | am paned
that after all that v, Ambdekar did. the
dalits have not yet reshsed nol 1o look up
1o the ruling class which is amassing all
the waalth, power, authority in ail the soc-
w-gconomic Tield and culiura,

L. Patel, president, Ambedkar Meomorial
Trust, Watford, UK ! During nvy stay in
India | visited several villages in my native
Eutch [Gujarat, ard | was shocked 1o dis-
cover that the high casie Hindus have not
accapted our people as part of the society.
KEada, a village five kms from Bhuj, with a
population of 160, has no schoal and no
water supply. Untouchables have 10 beg
wator from the Hinous.

Fr. P A. Avpustine, Catholic church
Ehagul {Bihar) : Wea minorities applaud
tha sarvices randered by the Vales for the

dalits and other persecuted minoritias. We
wish you all the bast.

5 G Sardesal ; CPI leader, Bombay - |
positively appreciate the emotional con-
wichion with which you champj.nn ihe cause
of the dalits and weaker seclions and also
YOUP uncOMmpromising  opposition to the
R55 and thae forces of Hindu reaction as
foscist forces which have 1o be fought 1o
tha finlsh  You have been advocating
that nemher the Left movement nor the
social movemsnt 1o hberate dalits can
achinee its end without muiual eoopoeration,
This is the crux of the of the guestion.

T K. Narayinsn, Tivandrum: The
Vaoice and the Dalit Sahitya Akadomy have
baen doing mavellous work 16 prepare
the minds of the dalits, crushed by the
cruslties of the Brahminsim, towards re-
volution. [ find ne words (0 express my

fesling of gratitude for your courage and
sclentific analysis of the ills of the soceity,

The Voice has fully identified itself with
the cause of the dadis who have been

oppregsed, misguided, confused and
sidotracked by Brahminigm, the polsonous
flower of India, whoese only object in life
is power and pogition through treachery,
India never had on 18th and the 19ih cen-
tury, which Europs had, and it will never
hove it as long as Brahminism exizis here.
| hope the Karnataka Dalit Action Lommitte,
tha Dalit Sahitya Akademy through theDalit
Voice will pave thie wey for India's ingurr-
actign and réngiesance that will dawn the
light of equality in this ancient land of
dalits. The educaied Kerala is indsiferent
to science and facts. The educeted dalits
areé inditferent ta their rights and duties dueg
to lack of intellectual sctivities = They
hardly resd Ambedkar works and not many
know the great Paoriyar. Knowing a per-
son means knowing his works. | know
why they are indffarent. Only when they

gt kicked by thair enamies, thoy will try
1o wake up from their slumber.  That day
is not far off., Gujarat has already
siaried here in various offices and edu-
catod dalits have started running in des-
paration. | am ssking them to read the
livarature brought out by the DEA and the
Calit Volce . The Kerala dalits look up to
you for guidance. O



GOVERNMENT CAN'T INTERFERE WITH

CONVERSIONS, SAYS EXPERT

E. 0 Devadason, a constitutional expert from Madras, savs the State has abeolutely
na right to interfere with conversions. Any interference amounts to constitutional vialation

which can be challenged in the court.

The Hindu leaders who met in Ramanath-
puram have called for a ban on conversions.
An affort was made by the Janata Govern-
ment 1o ban conversions through the R55-
sponsored Freedom of Relgion Bill 1o curb
Chrigtlans, But it didn't succeed, A simi-
lar demand is being made now. But the
Congtitution does nol sa .clion such curbs,

Devedason says : WWhen the Suprame
Court in the context of the Emergency
hald that the right to propogate does not
includa the right to convert, it was sought
to be corrected by juriste like Jethmalani
by introducing a Bill in Parliament
callad The Freadom of Religion (Removal
of Rastriction} Bl to clarifv  that the right
io propagate a religion is incomplaie with-
out winning any adherents 1o that religion,
The word ‘propogate’ is used by all reli-
gions and indicates positive acticn. Con-
version 15 a result of such propogation.

Therafore, as long as tha Constitution
guarntees the right to propogate, the people
have the right to dispute the efficasy of one
religion and extol the efficasy of another and
torastrict such a right is unconstitutional.

The State has absclutely no responsi-
blity to waich the working of the con-
geisnce of any citizen and only a 1otalita-
rian State seeks to doso.  Propagation
necessarily postulaies winni g over others
from another fold. MNo one cen say that &
person has a right 1o argue bet not 1o
conwince the other.  In fact restriction on
the right of conversion negstes the secular
character of the State as enshrined in the
Preamble and infringes one of the basic
features of the Constituition,  Policing of
thig activity itself i an infringement of the
freedom of spesch and expression guarn-
teed under the Constitution, |

NEW CHAIRMAN FOR SC
COMMISSION

K. Rajamallu, MP, has been appoinied
chairman of the SC & 5T commission in
place of Bola Paswan Shastri, a former CW
of Bihar VYhe Commission had already
gubpmitied Tw0 reports. but both of them
are gathering dust, The first annual
fHEIﬂr‘t was reviewed in the Dalit Voice of
Aug. 1 and Zhastrl ina latter dr, July, 3
expressen appreciaiion of the work of
the Karnataka Dalit Action Commitiee. As
for the Dalit Sahiva aksdemy, he savs :
“Your publications are quite informative
and useful to the Dzalits  The Commission
would certainly like to place order'.

Whila greeting the new chairman, we
hope he would bring fresh enthusiasm to
the commission, Being & ruling party

leader from Andhra he should try to imple-
ment the commission’s recommendation

regarding spacial police force comprising
5Cs io tackle caste riots. Owur dalit
comrades may write to the chairman at the
Lok Meayak Bhawvan, WV floor, Mew
Delhi- 110003 or to K. Arumugham, |&5,
Director of SCs & 5Tz, Govt. of India,
shastri Bhavan, || Floor, V 8lock,
Madras - GO0 005, Dalits all over [ndia
should alzo agitate for the implemeniation
of the commission’s findings. O

FELLOWSHIP FOR
ASGHAR ALl

BOMBAY ;: The Indian Council of Social
Sclence Resaarch, MNew Dethi, has awar-
ded a feliowship to  Asghar Al Engi-
neer 1o work on the “'‘Countinuity and
change in the dyramics of Muslim probiem
im India’", the central board of the Dawoodi
Bohra community sald in a press release [
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TRADE UNION STATUS FOR SC & ST
EMPLOYEES UNIONS

F. & T. DALIT Leader’s Demand

{osr cormgoamdents

Mew Dathi
Emplovess, Poirs and lelegraphs Dept

J. R Antwal, chairmen of the ®ecerstion of the All-Indis SCs and 5Ts
Mew Delhi
gsation of SCs and 5Ts in differant departr ents

has demanded that feérvice orcarnis
naticnalised banks, public undertakings

ate. should be recognised by the Govi. and facilimies should be given to fight on behaif of

their members

In a clicular to members of his organi-
sation, Antwal has ollered & freg-pecn
plan ta meéet thi fisng dsconient amMoog
tha dalit employees. 1. Backion in vari
ous cadreT, services should be filed up
within & stipulated pericd ol bwo yéars,
2 Af thg time of minigl recruitment itself,
it should he ersured that reservations arg
fullil'ed in every category of postss 3. Al
appoiniments, training, promotions should
ke made simultaneously. The sexisting
system is harmful 1o the interests of the
dalits an they are made enbloc junior o
aon-dslit emplovees and they are appointed
and pramoled much later  Because of thie,
thay losg seriority and financial benelits,
Becides future promotions ere also distur-
bed. This is the main reason why many
poste Bre de-regaived  Therefore, o Calls
for a wholesale review of the entire mode
of recruitment Mot only reasrvations i
recruitment should be maintained bul
sppointments ard promotions should slso
be mada accordingly, 4. «esponsimiliy
should be fixed upon the apponting sutho-
filiEs to goe that thes reesrved vacancies 4rea
filled up. To ensure this i every Minstry
and deparimant there should be @ specia)
58 5T gell.

Antwal's demands desorve
co-sderation aven by those dalits outside
the P. & 7 They should start agitation on
this fiva-point plan

Antwal in & four-page circular says that
as days pass dalits are facing countless

SEMUE

caseg of descrimination atthe hangs of the
Hif'uw. acd Bscagss of 1 is the dakts have
devecped @ stiong haired for Hincuism

It 15 becausa of thig hatred, calive i cifies
rénd parts giog ﬁﬂ.:lir g owver o Islagm Ho
calls upon the dalits 1o develop seif-respect
and nover 19 slomach the iosulis of the
Hindus- “'A day § respeciul life is beligr
than a hundied years® iife in  subjugation
and glavery, The 5Cs a d 573 must learn
the an of dving 1o live 8 respeciful lite

Thiy are ngy sheeps and goa's 1o ba kiled
and roastad alive in their own huiments',
haé says.

Maanwhile, all avar India SC and S1
prganisations ars reslising the nedd fo lake
to trade union aciwity. - In Ahmedabaed,
thie Dalit Pacihars have suceeded in mokbi-
jising the misl workers and (he success of
tha mill strike caled by (Fem during the
Gujarat casta war has maoe the Henthérs
1o lsuech o vhe frede union fedd  n
the R serve Bank, Railways and nationalised
banks also the calils a8 dema dina rade
union rghis  "he Labour Misestiy - hes
reciived 2 spate of demanios to this elfect.
Tha Hi b power commillés neddod by BE.
Gopal ~irgh and ihe 5. sod T LCoamm.
ssiah heve alsc (Soptves’ SET A0 rEpresgr a-
tino, In Ba-gelore, the Kematska Dialit
Acian Commotes has alresoy ascided 10
erlgr the trade uoiaon fisld o Aadrag,
the diiferent dalit employees WS are
makug such @ Preperaiicn hie  chiaf
reason far the dalits o esteblish thea own
trade union  is bDecacvse existing  tiade
uiiang hs & not bothered to ook inta the
grigvances of the dains. In many cases
tha leadership of the recognised unions has

joined hands with the management. (|



NO PROOF OF FOREIGN MONEY : PM

{Our corraspondent)

Madras : The ghost of °

‘faraign hand™ and ""Gulf monay "

sakd 1o be responsible for

tha mass conviersion of untouchables in TM, has been at last imd to régt by the country's

topmost authority, the Prime Minisier harsaif.

She told newsmen In Madrag on Sept,
11 that ""thera was no proof™ of foreign
money used in conversions. The Hindu,
India’s most important Brahmin paper
which was chisfly responsible for raising
this bogey, reported such an important
statement as if it is of no congsquence.
Tha same statement almost weant unrepor-
ted in the country's press, which had
described the mass conversions &z a natio-

sald :  Replying 1o the guestion whethar
the Centre had any report tha: Culf monay
had p'sved a role in mase conversions, the
Prime Minister said some peoplé had sug-
gested this. But there was no prool’”
Look at the way the ‘nationsl press'’,
owned by corupt capltelisis and manned
by high caste journalisis, are plaving havoc
with the lives of tha mingrities, What
should have been & front page report, did

not even sea the light of the dw

nal erisks,. The Hindu report (Sept 12}
Anmg_um cEME_u_T

With this the Dalit Voice has completed seven issues beginning from
June 1. The response is good even when it s confined to private
circulation, The revalutionary Sections Amon ‘q the persecuted mino.
rities have started waking up to the realities.” This is a good sign.
Wa thought of charging tha readers only atier the tile is cleared and
tha paper registerod Since this work got  delayed, wea can no
jonger afford to mail the copies free.  Therefors. we have decicded
to collect & small donation of Rs 10 only ano this may be laisr
adjusted towards an vear's subscription

Readers sre requésted (o send the MO in the name of the Oally
Sahitya Akedamy

Change of address should ba prompily intimated.

It is difficult to run a paper on mera circulstion revenue. The
axpendilure can be met only if thera 1% enough sdverbsement. Thore-
fare, we welcome advt. from those who can afford.

Please spread the message of the Dalit Voice. Wa thank the
raadars for their cooperation end assure them thet we will continue
o fight for the persecuted minorites and make this a truly Dalit
Vioics Each reader can introduce us 10 five mare and thus help

reach the Voice far and wide.
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