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REFORM OR REVOLUTION ?

Ever since conversions started bringing sleepless nights to communal Hindus, we
have been heaing about the Shankaracharyas® sudden realisabon that Hindu sochsty
needs correction. The ASS executive at a crisis session in Dethi on July 11 & 12 came
out with a 12-point plan to reform Hindu religion such as opening of bhajan centres in
untouchable colonias, supply of musical instruments and books 10 conduct prayers, nler-

diming, enc

The R85 conducted an expensive con-
ference a1 Mesenakshipuram attended by
Vajpayee and its drummer boys. Chief
Minister MGR attended a templa dinner
for “‘Harijans'’. The Kanchi Kamakofi
Swamil, Pejpwara Swami and Subramanian
Swami have come out with differant sche-
mes “'to retsin Harijans in Hindu foid™,
Even a secular party like the Cong. | has
propased a four-point programms @ pros-
viding common donking water wails,
burial grounds, approach roads and shops,
For the firgt tima in the history of inde-
pendent India, Hindus have started sdmii-
ting that thé:a 18 something wrong with
.their religion. One RSS leader (K R. Mai-
kani} weant 1o the extent of saying that the
mass conviigion to Islam is the bggest
cnigis faced by Hinduism sinceé partition.
The way the B35 boys are being made to
run from house 1o house distributing a
booklet, ""Warning of Meenakshipuram'',
free of cost proves that the communal
Hindus are in & serious crisis.  Evarybody
that matters—from the godman Shankara-
charya to the fraudman Satya Sai Baba and
from Indira Ganahi to film actor MGAR— is

On Sept. 6 a national level meeting is fixed in Dalhi.

concerned. 'Heavens are faliing. There-
fore, Hinduism must be relormec. The
need of the hour is a Vivekananda™, Re-
tormiig Hinduism is thus ghven the
mosd prlonty.  Preparations o thi i
are going on a war-footing.  Even the
I actively collaborating in this mission of
salveging Hinduism. We do not want 1o
doubt the sincerity of these reformerns.
Peaple like the Pejawarsa Swami of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and Swami Ranga-
nathananda of the Ramakrishng Mission
may genuinely feel that Hindulsm needs
urgent roform. Gandhi too had felt the
gama and did everything to reform Hindu-
wm. And that is why he was shot dead
by & fanatical Hindu. Many other refor-
mers have come and gone. We have no
objection 1o the Hindu refarm movement
launched by Hindu leaders. Who are we
to object ¥ The holes in the Hindu net
made the untouchable dish to escape.
Therefore the owners of the net have
realised the urgent need 1o reépair the net-
in their own interest. This is & natural
instinct that comes to any human being.
The wvery fact that the custodians of
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Hinduizm have roalised the urgent need 1o
repair thair cracking. sinking boat is some-
thing great. Bettar late than newer-

But the question is are the untoucha-
bles and tribals-the original inhabitants of
India—wmf interested in reforming Hindu-
ism ?. This iz the most important point
that every concious dalit will have o
serlpusly ponder. And o such of these
dalits who are in doubt a1 this crucial
jungture what Or. B.R. Ambedkar had sad
should come 88 o guide, “'To reform the
Hindu soclety i@ neither our aim nor our
fiald of action. Our aim &0 gan Tee-
dom- We have nothing 10 do with any-
thing else. If we can gain our freedom
by conversion, why should wa shouldar
the responsibidity of relorming the Hinou
rgbgion ¥ And why should we saciifuge
our strength and property for that 7 Mo o
should misunderstand the object of our
mavament a5 being Hindu social mefonm.
The object of our movemant is 10 achieve
#ocial freedam for the untouchables, It s
aqually true that this freedom cannot be
secursd withaut conversion™. This s
what Ambedkar had sakd on May 30 & 31,
1936 in Bombay while addressing a cou -
farance of untouchables. making his stand
clear on conversion.

Ig it possible toget liberation of
untouchables by remaining within Hindu-
ism ! Ambedkar says sucn a thing is not
possible. It is true that dalits want egui-
lity. Can they get equality by remaming
at Hindus. Nobody has answered this
question better than Amoedkar. There
aré two ways of achieving equality. Cne
by remaining in the Hindu fold and another
by leawving it. i.e. conversion. If eguality
& 1o be achieved by remaining in Hindu
fold, mere removal of the sense of being a
touchable or an untouchapls will not sarve
tha purposs, Equality can be achioved
only when intér-caste dinnars and mar-
ag4s take place, This means Chalurvarna
must be abolshed and the Brahminic

religion must be uprooted 18 it possible 7
And # not, will @ ba wizse 10 éxpect the
aguality of treatmant by remaining in tha
Hi dis religion ¥ And eanyou be success-
ful in your efforts 10 bring eguality 7 OF
coursé not,  The path of conversion is far
more simpler -

[ This guotation is from the full text of
his higtoric spesch as published in the
Mzharashira Govinment's soocial issue,
Lokarajya, brought out on the Ambedkar
Jayanti, dated April 16, 1881, It was
translated from Marathi by Vasant Moon
and originally published in the “Oppressed
Indian"". organ of the SAMCE <).

Can Hinduism b repaired and reformed?
We aro not putting this guestion 10 those
who have come forward to relorm it.  We
are nol interested in talking 1o them. Qur
questions are addressed to dalits and other
pe-sfcuted minorites. The same ques-
tion can be put in another way @ Can &
Igcoard cherge it spot ¥ Mo, never
Hinduiam s like the leopard. There Can
be no Hindy without & caste  Hinduism,
said Ambadkar, is tha other name for caste
systém, the bedrock on which
Hinduism is built. Untouchabidity is a
part and parcel of Hinduism. As long
rasie aysiem is thara, wotouchability wwill
no: g3 Al thess Hindu reformers ane
complaining only of untouchabilily but
have no programme 1o abobish caste.
Dalits should Enow that the Congtmurion
of Ingdwa as framed by Ambedkar had gona
much fosward than what all the Hinda
reéfoimars pul togetheér are trying to co.
Fieags nobe these reformers are crying
only abouwt wuitouchabiity. But the
Constitulion nas abohshed uniouchability
and thoge practising il are ordered to be
punigned. Long back, in 1851, Mo Hinduy
refoimer hes gong to such lengths a3 ihe
Constitution.  Ingpite of such a consii-
tutional mandats, wntouchabilily did not
go. Why 7 Because the Constitution has

[Comd page—11]
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WEEY DALITASTAINC®?

(R. Elumalai, Convener, Dalit Cultural Front—Madras)
The Gujarat caste war, the Marathwada massacre of umtouchables and the senes of

cagta rigig in Bihar had received wida publicity in the pregs,
poditical capital out of the sgony of the victims

Every party tried 1o make
Nawspapers had sent special corres-

pondents for an on-the-spot inguiry. Every political party submitted its own report

blaming the other.

The Scheduled Cagte Commiszion of the Government of India then

headad by Bhola Paswan Shasiri hed come out with its own recommendations,

Ministors had given their own version
of the incidents st Paresbigha, Dohia,
Fipra otc. Editorial writers have come
out with their comments. But not one
has suggested a lasting solution 1o this
racurring problem in the couniryide. Fed
up by the failure of the ruling class and
the Government, the untouchables are
finding their own solution by esmbracing
Islam,

It is however admitted by @verybody
that the victims of these ‘ceste wars’’
were the untouchables who both class-
wish and casie-wize occupy the lowest
place in India. Being the poorest of the
poor, they are mostly landiess agriculiural
lscourars depending on the mercy of the
landiords and the vagaries of nature, All
agricuitural labourers may not be unioucha-
bles but untouchables are mostly landless
sgriculiural labourers, Smce there 15 no
machinery to implement the minimum
sgncuaifural weages, thesa farm hands
continue to ba the wictims of the woist
axploitation all over India. Barring per-
haps Karala, no whare minimum agri-
cultural wages are enforced. [t s not
possible 10 entorce it because these
labourars are not united  And 1hens is no
potitical will alza. Swiplus labor has led
1o severe unemployment and this in twm
to excess supply which 1the landlonds
axploit to their advantage

Caste-wize alzo the untouchables form
the base of the Hindu social pyramid. In
ovary willage these wuntouchables are
gsegragated as part of the least publicised
Indian apartheid. Their plight iz worse
than that of the Blacks or Megroses. So,

scongmically they are the weokest and
socially the lowest. And yet they form a
sizesbie population in the countryside,
pamicularly in Bihar and UP

They are tolerated as long as thay are
mésk and submissive. Bul once they
start asserting as it happened in Gujarat
Marathwada they will have to face grave
consaguances. Prime M ini st ar Indira
Gandhi  herse'f admitred in Parliament
recemly that - ipra killing of wniouchables
was bocause they insisted on payment of
Minimym wages., This was the immedi-
alg causa for the carmage ail over India,

From this we can make out thet under
the éxistng scheme of iand reforms agri-
cultural labourars have no place  Even in
the most radical States ke Kersla and
West Bengal, agricultural labourars are not
benefitted by the land reforms.  Sa much
&0, land reform has turned inlo & big joke.
YWhile the proportion of owner-cultivators
dgeclingd every year. an additional 1.5
millign  areé converted into landiess
labourars  every year. Thair  numbar
incraaged from 18 pe. to30pe of the
rural population between the B0s and the
G608, That means the rural aress are get-
ing paupnsrised and the landléss labour,
mainly 1tha untouchables, &are besring the
brunt of this poverty. Even soma land-
holding untouchables sold their lands and
swaelled the ranks of the army of farm-
hands. Official statistics confirm this,

That means these untouchables have
neither the support of the Govarmment nor
the villsge. Everybody is hostile 10 tham
And with the increasing awarensss of
thaér rights, it is guite possibla tha: these



unteuchables will have to face greater
fury from the landlords who ore fully
amad with the police on their side. There-
fore we expast more such Gujarat caste
warg, This Is the peculiar problem facing
the Indian agriculture. | am really sommy
to nobe that not & single social scientisl,
economist or journalist hos come out with
any sgolution 10 this péculiar problam faced
by the Indian landless labourers even when
thay know full wall that the Indian Govern-
mént is not interested in this.

According to me undar the existing
agricultural systam wherein we have a
huge surplug of landlegs labourgrs the
latter have no place in it. The surplus
agricultural labourers in each wvillage or
panchayat should be shifted to the nearest
urban centre and provided jobsin small-
sCale industries or absorbed elsewhere.

Such a shifting of population sérves two
imporiant  purposes.  Firstly, tha over
crowding on the land will be reduced and
the land owner will consequently be forced
to go in for mechanisation. Farming also
will becomeé more economical and produc-
tiva, Preassuré on land will slso be
reduced. Secondly, such a shifting of
population of agricultural labourers
(mosthy uniouchables) would remove the
very source of constant friction in the
countryside.

In ewvery wvillage untouchables are ina
minanty, Therefore their Bife s always in
danger. That is why in a'most all villages
wherein they have been subjecied fo
atrocities by the uppés castés they have
fled to the naarest urban centra, Many a
time they don't return, This happened in
the 1978 Marathwada caste riote on the
igsus of renaming 8 university afrer Dr
Ambeakar. Hundreds of Dalits who had
fled from their native villagss have not ver
reiurned  Reports from Pipra also say
that tha untoucheboles had Hed, never o
rglurn., This iz happening all over India.
Uiban slums are Tull of uniouchables, all

migrated from wvillages in search of jobs
and safetly,

But it will be good if an organised
effort i# made 1o promote the migration of
the untouchables from the villages io the
cities where, in the urban anonymity, they
are likely to find &8 more congenial socicl
atmosphers. Reports from Pipra refarred
to a domand for Dalitasian. It gaye that
this demand was voiced by no less & per-
gon than Jagjivan Ram, Inda’s top most
leader of untouchables, ater visiting Pipra
village. Ram Ohan, enother Dalit leadér,
also had mada’a simil ar demand for Lalita-
sian. The damand (3 gaining ground.

Immediately aiter the 1972 Marathwads
messacre of uniouchables, ihe Karnaiaks
Dalvt Action Committes, had coma oul with
g demand for & seperate gattlement and it
i% gaining momentum. This demand i$ not
new because as early as 1942 Dr B R.
Ambedkar had himself come out with such
a demand though he called it "sepsaraie
seitlement”” lor wntouchables. Sinca
then the problam of untouchables has got
very much aggravated and caste riois have
becomea the gordér of the day. 'We are glad
that the Gujarat caste war has mode les-
ders of untouchables to demand & sepa-
rale Dalitastan. Pending such a soperate
homeland we have 1o work for the des-
tructien of the axisting social struciure in
the willege by seeking the migraticn of
untouchables from the rural 1o the urban
cantrés and thus helping them o abandon
their lifestyle. They have 10 be convinced
that the rural landed geniry will never
compromise with (hem as iong as caste
eystam remaing what it ig. Tharefora, they
hava no hope in sticking 10 their villages,

Why atrocitiee against Dalits cennot be
prevantad 7 "Because 'majority rule’’ in
India has bacome the rule of the ' ‘majority
community™. That is the rule of the caste
Hindua. Whera is the damocracy in lndia?.

The Dalits are demanding & separate
Suate of their own not becauso they arg



not willing to live with the caste Hindus.
For the past 2500 years they had served
the upper castes a3 their most loval slaves
and servants and even to this day they are
sefving in different capacities. It is the
Hindus who are refusing to tolerate even
the slightest progress of the untouchables
and therefore it is the Hindug who have
forced the untouchables to seek 8 sepa-
rate homeland. The Dalitz are not 1o be
blamed for it.

Alrgady India is full of little Dalitastans
spgregated in the outsking of every village.
What the Dalits seak Is 8 consolidation of
these ghettoes into a viable unit by trans-
fer of population. This is the only waork-
able solution 10 save the Dalits from the

1

most arganised mass murder L]
RSS, ISLAM & RATIONALISM

Yadavrao Joshi, joint genoral secretary
of the RSS, seid in Madras on Aug. 10
that Prophet Mohammed had said that
Islam would vanish in 1,400 vears ““Our
Muslim friends should not hasten the pro-
cess by reconversion. If lslam raigns the
fate of democracy, soclalism and secul-
arism iz sealed for ever’’. Hz held the
rationalisis responsible far the dastruction
of Hinduigm. “The sustained wilification
campagn against Hinduism by rationalists
had destroved the faith of the Harijans in
Hinduism in TM and that paved the way
for conversigns™’, he said |

FISHERMEN WARN KERALA GOVT.

GOA : Matanhy Saldhana, president,
Mational Forum for Catamaran B Country
Boat Fisherman's Rights & Marine Waalth,
has urged the Kerala Govt. to ban all traw-
ling operations during fish-bresding zea-
son of monsoon and thus help lakhs of
traditional fishermen of Kerala and parti-
cularly those of Trivandrem disteict. The
Forum is shocked that the CPM Govern-
ment of Kerala hag begun a slander camp-
aign against the just and peaceful move-
ment of the poor fisherman. []

PANTHERS ARRESIED
(Qur comespondent)
Bombay | Ovar 130 Dalit Panthars wers
arrestod have on July 27 lor stegmy a

pro.est demonsiration demanding renaming
af the Marathwada University aites Ur.
Ambedkar, Those srrested inciude Dorai
Anbalegan, presigent, Dharavi unit of the
Dalit Panthers, Manghar Ankush and
other Panthers wene arrested on the oth
ticor of the secretanst for shouting slogans
againgt the Antulay Government for is
faldure to implement the unanimous resolu-
tonm of both the houses of the Maharashira
legislature. The Panthers also protested
agamst the evicton of pavement and hut
dwellers of sombay during the miny
£EE50N, E|

Chrisiians become untouchables

The Pejawara Swami has taken pledge
o reconvert 10 Hinduism 15 Harijan
Christian families at Bukkacherla village in
Kudair Panchayat, 15 km. from Anantapur,
in AF. The Anantepur conespondent of
the Hindu (22 July) says Pejawars Swamy
who visited the village wes “pained 1o
find an old temple of Narasimhaswami in
the Hanjan colony converted into a
Church™, O

HINDUS BECOME MUSLIMS : The
first repoart of conversion comes from
Kurnool. Two caste Hindus. Balaramudi,
20, a weaver, and Yella Goud, 39, Ediga,
of Joharspuram, Kumool town. have
embraced Islam changing their names 1o
Abdullsh and Yousuf Mia respectively.
All members of their family have changed
thesr names 100, Similar reporis  from
other parts of the State are also coming
{Deccan Herald - Aug. 18). (1
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WHAT IS NAXALISM ?

{Our Correspondenth

Trivandrum ;: Qur Left parties are s much divided and dissipated that instead of
identifying and attacking their common enemy, they are more busy sniping at each other.
And 10 fight the common enemy, they have not even idestified one. Maxalites are no
exception. The Left parties are proliferating and more and more people are calling. them-
selves as Marxists. It has bacome a fashion to describe onself as a Marxist,

One latest instance of the confusion in
the Left rank iz awvailable from Kerala.
Kanu Sanyal, the Bangali Brahmin and a top
MNaxalite leader, was on his second visit to
Kerala to unite the differant Naxalite
splinter groups. Indian Express (Aug 19)
reporis Sanyal attacking the Kerala Maxal
groups &8 a bunch of anarchists- He
singled out the Venu group for misusing
the name of Maxalbari like Charu Mazum-
dar. He denounced the *‘peoples cowrt”™”
triai by the Venu group in Kerala. In
Kerala alone there are half & dozen MNaxa-
lite groups. Al the all-India level differant
groups hawve come together and formed
the Organising Committee of Communist
Revolutionaries (OTCR) of which Sanvyal is
the secratary

One Maxalite group with its leadership
operating from Canada is acfive in the
Bombay slums But the hwgh casie boys
who come to distribute the Maxalite litesa-

ture are not concerned about the casté
problems faced by untouchables of these
slums. Another Maxalite group brings
out & journal from Calcutia, but it is full
of articles and repoarts on evaery othar
country in the world except thai of India.
Our Naxalite comrades spend all their tima
in hair-splitting arguments about Marxism,
Laninism, Maoism bul are not interesied
in discussing the real problems of the
Indian Dallts. |t is no woncer they have
failed to win the hearts of the Indian Dalits

MAXAL MOVEMENT FAILS 7: Chowdary
Tejeswara Rao, leader of the Srnkakulsm
Maxalite movement who has been in the
jail for tha past 11 years, has written to
the CPM seeking admission. He has admit=
ted the failure of the Maxal movement and
its “incalculable damage to the communist
movement'’, says the staff reportar of the
Hindu (Aug. 17} at Vijayawada. (1

ANTI-DALIT ACTIVITIES IN
GANDHI MUSEUM

[Dur Correspondent]

Madurai : The Gandni Museum here
like the Sabaramati Gandhi Ashram, Ahm-
edabad. has become notarious for iis anti-
Dialit activities. High cazte explorners have
used these Gandhian institutions o enrich
themsehses at the cowtof the Governmant
and the employsss,

5. P. Andiappan, a Harijan Sevak Sangh
worker, was the first to raise the ssue of
ill-treatment to Dalit emplovess ard for
this ha was thrown out a5 far back as 15877,
There is not even a single Dalit in the
clarical, technical or higher cadre of the
museum, Davanidhi, M A., a Dalit clark

in the Khad and V| section, was na-::h_aél

in 1977 to accommodate a Hindu. iIn the
appointrment of education officer in 1873,

the claims of a Dalit applicant, Gnanamani,
was ove lpoked. Dalits who are mostly
gardeners are [l-treated. AT least ning
Dalin employees suffered punishment at
the hands of the managemant,

Like a feudal lord the sacretary imposes
fines on Dalit employeses. Formaerly they
ward réguired to work in his privete farm
without pay.

G. Jagannathan, a backward class
amploves commended by no less a parson
than greal leader EKamaraj for his coura-
geous devotion to the Dalit movement,
was dismissed on trumped up charges. He
was just reingfafed after a prolonged
fight. |
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RSS LEADER PRAISES ISLAM

Caleutts = Truth is stranger than fiction,  And when R3S speaks truth, we can hardly

baligve it.  Can wa over think of an RSS leadar praising Islam 7 The very exislence of
BSS in India is on tha hasis of whipping up communal hatred against minorities,

That Is why many wera shocked when a
sanior ASS leader, that oo the chiet edi
tor of the Organiser, the official oigan of
tho RSS, K. R Malkani wrote an article in
Statesman (Aug 5) on the “'Antraction of
lslam’ 1o untouchables. Like M. N. Roy
who has paid glotious tributes to [slam,
Malkani says Islam’s sturdy egaliiarianizm,
its militancy and socio-psychological
appaal attracis a certain kind of persons
not only in India but in Africa alig

He says : It is possible to argue that
lglam does have a cermain appeal for cer-
tain people. It is necessary 10 understand
the nature of this appeal The founder of
Iglam was not onby for one God, he was
also for one market. Islam rot only belie-
ved in the theoretical equslity of Mushims,
it conceded this equality in fact, as it weon
mors ferritories snd more tribes. How-
avar, 10 the extent that one Muslim coes
not tréat ancther as an untouchable, 1slam
scoros over Hinduism  socially and politi-
cally As Count Keyserling wrole in his
Trave! Diary of & Philosopher : The demo-

cracy of Islam explains its power of alirac-
tion, espacially in India, whereé conversion
1o it implies the only possibility of esca-
ping from caste rigidity. Eeyserling added :
The more | ssa of lslam the morg am |
impressed by tha superiority this faith,
gives 10 its confessors

“This fundamentally military athiuede
explains all advantages of a Mussulman,
But yat another atiraction of the religion is
its honesty about what might bé describad
as tha good things of life. But other
things baing tha samé, the Mughm seems
to be able to g8t & bigger-if not & better-
kick out of life. But Islam alwavs had the
other socio-psychological attraction which
was felt by both King John of England and
the Emperor Mapolson. This s not to
sugges! that its total appeal is necessarily
greater than Hinduism's. But it does sesm
to appeal more to some peopls.  And so0
you get Meenakshipurams  Many Afri-
cans and soma blacks even in tha USA are
bacoming Muslims'*. says Malkani. O

DALIT GIRL KILLED?

{ Investigation Report by the Sires
Jagrati, Mangalora}

The alleged rape and murder of a Dalit
girl in @ government hostel at Puttur, South
Kanara, (Karnataka) is one of the mosi
brutal manifestations of the exploitation of
low caste women., Her death is hushed
up by the police as a case of suicida.

Sita hailed from Konke, Balnad village.
of Puttur taluk, She was staying ar the
Government Hostel for SCs & 5Ts girls at
Haradi, near Puttur  Sida’s lettars 1o hes
family give an idea of some of the happe-
nings in the hostel. In her letters, she has
mentioned that the wearden, Smt. Sham-
hhavi Rao. and the Social Welfare Inspector

would slesp on the same béed and that
Sitn  had to do their work. On B-3-B1 at

10 A M. thers pérsons came to Sita's
parent’s house to inform them that Sita
was missing from 5 A M. that moming.
Maxt day her body was found in a public
wiell close to the hostel. The doad girl had
only & skirt on- A slap mark was seen on

the right side of her face. The father of
Sita was not allowed 1o touch The body.

It was taken to the girl's house for the
mother 'o have a glance and was cremated
immediately. Inquest was not conducted
on the spot, but 1ater on in the hospital
when the postmoriem examinalion was
done, After the body was taken out of the
well, Sita’s father was summoned inside
[Cant.— Faqe 9]
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JUDGE WHO WARNED OF GUJARAT
CASTE WAR

V. T. Rajshekar Sheity
At the height of the Gujarat caste war we mel Justice M. P. Thakker of that High

Court at Ahmedsbad.
ing tears-

While congratulating on

In a long interview, he spoke with great feeling, sometimes wip-
He had to pay a heavy price for upholding the cause ol the Dalits,
the elevation as the Chiet Justice, we

would like to

publish our long interview with him at his official bungalow, as a inbule to this

brave judge.

M P. Thakkar, just appointed Chief
Justice of the Gujarat High Court, isa
great friend of the Dalits, He was tha
first in tha country to warn the Hindus ol
a caste warengulfing Gujarat on the resar-
vations issue- N. D. Sharma of the Indian
Express (Feb. 2-1981) reporting Thakkar's
historic observations on a writ petiton
filed by the striking doctors, quatad the
judge saying : '“What would happen if
the rickshaw-wala refused 1o carry the
doctors, the launderer refused 1o wash
their clothes and the grocaer refused to sall
them the provisions 7 The judge said that
jor hundreds of vears they [(the Harijans)
had carried the excreta on their heads, If
they get two or three more seats, should
wa mind it? " Thakkar hegged the
medicas to withdraw the writ petiton
challenging government order asking
medicos to vacate their hostels following
the reservation agitation against Dalits.

Thakkar created history when he allowad
the medicos to kold consultation meeting
right in his court room itself. When the
medicos amnounced their decision not to
withdraw the writ but go ahead with the
agitation Thakker was wiruaily in tears
He said the decislon of the medicos to
fight against reservation of seals 10 5Cs
in madical colleges s the “'beginning of
the caste war'’. And ag predicted by
Thakkar, the caste war began and it raged
all over the State for nearly three months
claiming B0 lives.

| own  programme 7

Therefore, the credit goes to Thakkar
for predicting India’s first caste war. We
met Thakkar during our second visit 1o
Ahmedabad 1o study the caste war, He
said :  India would be torn to pieces
because of the catte sysitem, Blaming the
Hindu communal forces for launching the
Gujarat caste war, ha said for going agai-
nst their wishes, he was not being allowed
to function as a judge. The high casies
pcoupied over 30% of the top  positions in
the szociety, That means reservalion in
fact exists in favour of only the high castes,
Daliiz have reservation only on  paper-
Casie is a class in India with minor exce-
plicng, Press has played avery nasty
role in Gujarat. There was no attack on
the Gujorat Samachar office as it was
published in the press. The reports o
this effect were towalhy fglse, The local
piezss was pro-R55. The Dalits and Mus-
lims wera being made 1o feel thet they did
not beleng to this country.  What is 1o be
dong, Whom to blame ? “'he said in an
emotion-charged wvoice. He wanted the
government 1o stop adwartisement to the
press promoting communalism.  Why
shiould the government pay for abusing its
Something must be
done to discipline our press which was
owned by copitalists and run by high
caste journalists, Thakkar then referred
to the problems that he started facing
after the caste war became hotter. I
don't know if wyou hawve hesrd’ oy
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ox-communication from a society. Today
those who support the Dalits and Muslims
face ex communication It l§ impossinle
to function in this society once You
identity yourself with these sections™.
During our stay in Ahmedabad. we
learnt that Thakkar had become the most
hated man in the judiciary as well as the
bar. His movement was watched, telephone
tepped. Al one time he was sad 1o be
ganously thinking of resipning. We could
read the agony in hig face. To that ax-
1ent the Hindu society cowld be
blood-thirsty. Thakkar belonged 10 a repu-
ted high caste (non-Brahmin) famivy of
Kuich, then occupyving the no, 2 position
in the High Court like Justice Bhimiah of
the Kamataka High Court. Bhimiah at
Isast was an untouchable and it was but
natural that he should be denied the posi-
tion of the Chisf Justice which he should
have bacome almost 10 yvears ago.  When
Thakkar was told about Justice Bhimiah,

he ssid he could recollect the incident
(Eittur and Sumitra Desai episode) which
marred the chances of his becoming the
Chief Justice. 't was 8 conspiracy. Thak-
kor was critical of the role played by the
Marxists in the Gujerat casie war, CP|
& CPM did nothing 1o save the Dalits, he
said and added : “‘Parliamantary system
will not work in Indiea | am realty frust-
rated and disillussioned.” He discloged
what a post-graduate medical courge
axaminer had tolohim.  The examiner had
confessed that if the answer papers of the
Dalits cams up for valuation, it would not
even be seen. The candidate would be
straightaway falled, Mo mercy. That wis
the amount of casta prejudice ruling our
fareign-returned highly educated specialist
doctors " India would break up [Tis a
quastion of time'" he sighed.

Snce India is notl 6 naton, such a break-
up was inevitable  Revolutionary sections
should get ready for such an aventuality,

iCont. from page T)

the hostal by the warden. Hare, along
with two kitchen maids of the hostel, 1he
warden tried to force him to give his
thumb impression on a papar. But, he
refused 1o do so

The facts are Sita was summoned at
9P M. on the 4th night by the warden
pccompanied by the Social Welfare Ins-
pector. Scon a cry was heard and the
girls noticed Sita’s body lying in a pool of
biood. The body was kept in the hostel
on that night and the whole of next
day. On the Gth midnight, the girls saw a
heavy objoct being carried out of the
hostel.

The hostel warden is known to be using
hostel girls for prostitution. The men who
vigit these girs aré known to be high
governmant officials from Puttur, Manga-
lore and surrounding areas. On Sept. 1,
1880 the Marathi Sangha filed a case
pgainst the Hlegal, immoral sctivities of
warden 10 the Deputy Commissioner,
Mangalore.

The high case Hindu officisls do not
mind slesping with untouchabla girs. Sax
has no casle, you know,

Meanwhile, the Karnataka Dalit Action
Committes has demandea the dismissal of
both the warden and the 5.W. |nspector] |

CAPITALIST PLAN : The Government
having failed to improve the villages, a top
capitalist of India has come forward with
& great plan.  Aravind Mafatlal has asked
the Gowermnment to hasd ower 50 rural
blocs 1o private indusirialis;s o manage
the aftairg for five years. They wil invest
Re. 75 lakhs- He was addréssing a met.
ting in Bombay on Aug. 13 [
Poverty in India and  hina :

In Indla, 40 crores of peopls do not have
enough 1o eat. A World Bank survey sg-
¥& China s also a poor country but thae
“physical guality of the ife of the bulk of
of the Chinese people is strikingly better
than that in Incia. The aduly literacy s
66% for China in 1976. India is 369
(Indian Express - Aug.19). 0
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TJAPANESE UNTOUCEABLES

GREET DALILITS

Yoichi Mitsuhashi, Buraku Organisation,
Tokyo, Japan: It is a very imteresting
news about the mass conversion of
untouchables to lslam in Mesnakshipuram.
The news hit headlines in the Japanese
press also. We are glad to learn the
details of the “earthquake™ in Meanakshi-
puram from the 111 izsus of the Voice. We
are studying the Gujarat caste war from
the ““Samata’’. We aro impressed that
To0 Datit familiee embraced Buddhism in
Ahmeoabaa, Happy Or, B. R Ambedkar's
thoughts have revivied. il

Dr M. Srinivasan, England: Congratu-
lations for launching the Vaice, The con-
versions did not come &8 8 shock 1o me.
But surprised to note the Hindu fanatics
shou!d take such a stand on & se1 of
people whom they nover considared as
part of the society. Hinduism is & decaying
religion and wa can get its stink éven in
UK where the Hindus live When other
religions are flourishing, why the peopie
are leaving only Hinduism ? Even after
another 100 Shankaracharyas aré born the
prejudice in the minds of the Hindus will
not go. So what is the alternative 7 What
happened at Meenakshipuram is one such.

Yerra Nagainh, Isakapalli AP : The edi-
torigl, “Fagcist clouds over TN, was
revealing. We offer our full cooperation
in liberating the Dalits. O

Prof H L. Awluck, Sholapur: The
problem you are tackling is very complex
ant doas not admit of a aimple solution as
conversion to Islam  |slam is as dead as
Buddhism. Read what tho Bahais have
to say about (slam-  They massacrad thou-
sannis of Sahais You do not see the
crisis in Islam. It is a pity. Read the Bahai
iperature. I waill help you 1o wndérstand
things better. |

Dr K. Wilson, Indian Inst. of Cultural
Studies, Secunderabad: Dalit Voice is com-
ing out at its best, The contents, the spirit
and the approsch are just inspiring and
Infarmative- Ths will becoms a powerful
weapon in opening the eyes of Ualits and
for preparing them to shape thelr future on
their 0N DRIME. |}

iz Gopal Ras, Amalapuram, AP : Every-
body is happy owver the conversions. We
wani to organiga a “"Quit Hinduizm"*
mowvement here. Religious conversion is
& must to every SC who wants to live with
honour and self-regpect. We must discard
the Hindu crumbs Ambedkar said man
cannot live by bread alone. He wanis
culfure, All the educa.ed SCs here are
supporting the conversion to lsiam which
liberated them from untouchability and
casteism.  We want all 2Cs 1o get conver-
ted. Mot only tha iliterate and ignorant
masses but even the educated. Mot onky
the Brahmins and other high caste Hindus
but atso the backwand castés aré |[oaning

hands with the upper casiofclass 1o 1OMure
the 5°%  Therelors we aig forced to quil
Hinduism. L]

Rameshchandra Parmar, president. Dalin
Panthers, Gujarat | Meenakshipuram has
rocked the press police, political parties
ard Brahmirs On behalf of Dalits of
Gujarat, we congratulate you for focussing
light on the ssuse of conversion. For the
revolutlonary vouth, | am franslating for
“Panther” our Gujerati monthly, vour
article “'Communal riots, why suppress
facts 1 ", ]

R. E Murthy, Prosident, BEL Rationa-
lists Association. Bangalore : On behalf
of our association, we congratulate yeu
for starting a journal to fight for the DﬂlEE
and rationalists. El

Aloysims Raj, Tribal Centre, Chaibasa,
Bihar: Voice is realls sharp and usaful Su-
port the tribals. Wa are sure the siruggle of
the tribals here will be enriched by the soli-
darity of the nation sl and intérnational dalits,



{Contd from page2 —Raform or Revolution?]
abolished only untouchability but not the
caste, JAnd es long as caste is not
abolished, wntouchability cannot be re-
moved. Therefora wheare the country’s
Constitution  itself has failed will thess

raformars, howsver genuine they may be,
succaed 7 No. Therefore our dadits need
not take note of the bid to reform Hindu-

ism. Itis & waste of time, energy and
monaey. Ambedkar had said it as far back
as 1936 : A bitter thing can be made

gweal- The taste of anything can be
changed. Bui the poison cannot be mada
Amrit.  To talk of annihilating caste is like
talking of changing the poisan into Amfit,

Far anmshilating castés and untouchability
from among the uniouchables, change of

religion is the only antidota”™.
Therafore, let us not get confused in the
din tha lovers of Hinduism have raised.

They are crying becauss the Hindu boat is
sinking. And if the boat sinks, they will

lose their properties and privileges Mot
anly that. They will aiso get drowned.

So it is but natural that they have to do
gvarything not gnly to save their properties

11

and privileges but alsa to save ihemselves
They are only reaping what they have

sown. Hinduism is their making.  |f thair
life is endangered today it is nol because

of the dalits, They did rot build this boat
and, tharefore, they cannot be held res-

ponsible for any mishap. What the delits
are interested, therafore, s not reform bBut

revolution, Hinduism has brought misery
nat anly 10 dalits bui Hindus themselves,
And tne poison of Hinduism has spread

wherever Hindus have migrated. Dalits
are therefore seeking salvation through
conversion as directed by their saviour,

Ambedkar. They are not interesied in
reform but revolution which, Ambedkar
said, 15 possible only through conversion,
Dalhts must tight not for retorm but revolwe-
tien. And this revolution shall not only save
themselves but save Hindus &s well  And

thereby India This couniry belongs 1o
dalits and therefore, nobody can be more

interasted in saving India than i original
ownars. Therefore, the dalits have rightly

rejecied the path of reform and taken 1o
revooution=to save India and secure it an
harourable place in the world. |

(Cortd from page 12— Mandal Repori)

the whole Union Cabinet, there is only one
OBC representative - Law Minister Shiy-
shankar, A minister told Keshyap that an
expart committes wes examining the wian-
dal renort and that means all the painsiaking
work done by a veteran like Mandal is to
be judged afresh by a team of officials.
The ruling class of India, which is just
about 10 per cent of theIndian population,
is successfully saboiaging every report on
the OBCs, SCs and 5Ts, minorities who
togather constitute over 75 per cent af tha
population  The DBECs are a5 poor as the
SCs and 5Ts if not poorer sometimes. Tha
lattér have the reservations thowgh on
paper. The OBCs heve nonea The vast
number of OBC are sandwiched betwaen
the untouchables on one side and the
landed geniry and the Brahmins on the
other. The DBCz thought that they had a
real champion in Charan Singh but he
proved to be 8 paper tiger Devaraj Urs
in the South was promising but before he
could become an ell-India leader, the

upper castes finished him. Ram Awadash
Singh, another Yadava leader from Bihar,
whao took up militant posture on the lines

of Lohia, lost all imerest after getting
defested in the elections  So the political
horzon is develd of any silver lining
Therefora. the OACs are today looking 1o
ron-politicsl  leadership And the only
person ol promise s Vesramani, general
secratary of the militant Dravida Khazagham
of 'amil Naedu. It is possible that if he
decides, he can take up the %zue of the
Mandal Commission report implementation
and launch g wirulent agitation As g
dedscated follower and now wearing the
mantle of Parivar EV. Ramaswamy. India‘s
greatest ratsonalist leader, he is ideally cut

out for the job, The SCs, 5Ts have already
offered their full suppon 1o the struggle of
the OBCs in spite of the fact thai they
have suffered only at the hands of the
DECs Since both these sections have
jointly suffered under the high caste
tyranny, they have decided to join hands to
fight their common enemy. The help of

the mingrities will have o be taken  And
the country is leoking up to Veeramani to
launch the agitation that shall not siop
until the Govi, of India acceptzs the Mandal
report and implements reservations to the
OBCs on the lines of the SC and §Ts. [
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MANDAL REPORT TO WASTEPAPER
BASKET ?

(Our correspondent)

New Delhi :  The ill-fated Mandal Commission report on the backward classes is likely
to meet the very same fate of its predecessor. the Kaka Kalelkar Commission report. This
is the impression that we gathered after Jaipal Singh Kashyap. a fishermen |eader from
Allahabad, made bold in the Lok Sabha on Aug. 27 to raise the issue and extracted a
promise from a nervous minister that the report would be placed on the table of the House
in this session itself.

. .ﬁsl:darulii;g class of India has already population, Even Kashyap. though an
rown to the waste paper basket. The raise theissuain the lower House because
report by B. P. Mandal, a Yadava leader of tha indirect support that he got from

from Bihar, a5 p
r, was submitied to the Govt Speaker Balram Jakhar, also an OBC. In

aver 8 months back and on this depends
the fate of over 50 per cent of the Indian [Conid on page-11]
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ANNOTUTNCEMENT

With this the Dalit Volce has completed six 155085 beginning from
June 1. The response is goed even when it is confined to private
eirculation.  The revolutionary sections among the parsecuied mino-
rities have started waking up to the realities. This is a good sign.
We thought of charging the readers only atier the title is cleared and

|
g the paper registered. Since ihis Wwork got delayed, wa c&nN No

longaer afford to mail the copies free. Therefore, we have decided
to collect a small donation of Rs 10 only and this may be latar
adjusted towards an vear's subscription.

Readers are requested to send the MO in the name af the Calit
Sahitya Akademy.

Change of address should be prompthy intimated.

It is difficult o run a paper on mera circulation revenue. The
axpenditure can be mat anly if there is enough advertisemant. There-
fara, we welcome advi. from those who can afford.

Plaase spread the message of the Dalit Voice. We thank the
readers for their cooperation and assure them that we will continga
to fight for the persecuted minarities and make this 8 ruly Deslin
Volce Easch reader can introduce us 10 fiva more and thus help

reach the Voice far and wida. ﬂ
Publishers
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EONTOR :  V T. Rajshekar Shetty. Ta
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Publizshed by the Dalit Sahftys Akadermny. | - B e o L
109 Tth Cross, Palace Lower Orehards,

Bangalore 560 003, indis. Phone : 33854,
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