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GANDHI vs. AMBEDKAR

Gandhi, dead or alive, is kept in the news because India’s Ruling

Class feels that he serves its class and caste interests.

And now 35 years

after his death and almost forgotten except on cofficially sponsored yearly
rituals and when the value system for which Gandhi stood is crumbling,

the Ruling Clasz iz bying fo resurrect
Gandhi throuwgh a8 mul-million ropee
film, Because, the Ruliry Class survives
anly on Gandhism. We went to make it
clear that we have no'hing against the
Ruling Class calling him Aakhatmas. Who
are wa to object ? Tho:e who have been
banefitted by him have every right tosing
his praise. Just as we conceda their
right. they must give us also the right o
to assess this “"Father of the nation.'’
Mrs. Savita Ambadkar said at Kolar that
“she had great respect for the Rastrapita
though he had not done anmything to
dalits.. Gandhi had coma in the way of
the happiness and benefits of dalits,”
{Indian Exprass, Feb, 18) Thiz middle-
clazs Messlah had a role to play end hs
pleyed it well. Just as the peocple get
the govt. they desernve, the society also
throws up the leader it deserves. Tha
India of the 20th century—the dark ege—
poerhaps deserved only a leader like him,
Already a renowned historien like B, C.

Mozumdar hag sald thet Gandhl was
"history's magnificent failure.” Histery
has already pronounced its verdict on
Gandhi. Or. B. R. Ambedkar, Indig's
greatest son after the Buddha: has called
him ** a successful humbeg.”  And said -
"If a man with a god’s name an his
tongue &nd a sword under his armpit
deserved the appelation of a Mahatma,
then Mahandas Karamchand Gandhi was
a Mahatma.” Therefore, it s no surprise
that dalits in many parts of India considar
him thelr Enemy No. 1. But was he at
least an honest enemy ¢ " Mghatmas heve
come and Mahatmes have gone. Bun
the Untouchsbles have remained as Un-

touchables,” said Ambedkar. Because, '

of the 21 ""fasts-unto-death® thet he sta-
ged, there was not one single that he under-
took for the sake of Untouchables—re-
named Harjfans by him. And yat the
Ruling Class with the Press at its com-
mand successfully painted him as the
one who removed wuntouchability from
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India | Can there be a greater falsehood
than this? He might not have fasted for
Untouchab’ss but he did go on hunger
strike against them. And this was descr-
ibed by the Ruling Class ax Gandhi's
“Epic Fast™ (1932) that culiminated in
tha historic Poona Pact which Ambadbiar
described as “‘nothing but a declaration
ol war by M:. Gandhi against the Un-
touchables.'” If the Untouchables are
today living under a system of slavery
unparalled in the whole world. the igno-
ble Poona Pact gave it the official seal
India’s Préss has boen alzo tomibgming
that Gandhi worked for the temple entry
of Harifang. There can't ba a bigger
bluff than this, The Guruvayur templa,
which was just in the news. had already
exposed thizs yet anciher Gandhian hum-
bug as early as 1938 The person who
E::pﬂlddril was a Brahmin léader Ffrom
- Malabar - Ranga lyer. When Kelappon
want on fast to securs endry of Untouch-
ables to this temple. it was Gandhi who
opposed it and Ranga lyer. who brought
# motion in then Madras  Assembly,
spoke about it with great regeer. Al
thess are on record.  [Ambedkar ; & amdff
arid Gandhism,. Bheem Patrike publication-
page 106-118). The pity of it is that
this man., who was advertised as the
"champion of the Untouchables and Mus-
lims, turned out to be thair Enemy Mo 1
by these vary seéctlons. Subseguent ove-
nig have fully proved it, What a tragedy |
How soon the myth got exploded. His-
tory is no respector of personalities.
And the Gandghi film by a sheer coingi-
dunce portrays exactly this very Gandhi.
Look. today It i the very Muslims and
dalits who aré voicing the protest against
the Gandhd film that has already wan many

swards B has attractied crowds for months
in thie West & the chisf actor, Ben Kings-
Ioy, as Gandhi is declared the bast actor
of the year, But the film has sorely dis-
appointed - gnd argéred  the daliis snd
Muslims. Top officials of the Govt., the
Prime Minigter, wha have secn the promi-
g of the film, failed to tell the directos
Richard Attenborough. on the absolute
poed 1o include tha tremendous incidents
leading to the Epic Fast of Gandhi over
the famous Communal Award announced
by the British Premier, Sir Ramsay Mac-
donald, on Audg. 17, 1832, The Award,
inter zlia, provided lor separalte @lecio-
rates for Muslims, Christiens, Sikhs, Euro-
peans and the dalits. Ambedkar wak
mainly responsible for sacuring separate
elactorate for dalits.  Earlier {March 11,
1932), Gandhi had warned the British
at tha Second Round Table Conference
in London, that ke would résist with
hig life the grant of separabs eiectoralés
té the dalits. for, in his opinion, "It
would creaste a division in Hinduism
which | cannot possibly look foreard to
with - any satisfabtlon whatsosver. He
agdded. "1 do not mind the Depressed
Clogses, if they so desire being converted
ta Islam or Christiany, | should tolerate
that. but | cannotl tolerate what is in
store for Hinduism if there are two divi-
slons sef forth in the -wvillages.”  [& it
not clear from this that Gandhi was more
interested in Hinduism ihan in the dalits 7
In & statement made on Sep. 19, 1832
on Gandhi's threatened fast, Ambedkar
said.” Gandhi chooses to lel everybody
alse except the Depressed Clagses retain
separate eloctorstes given to them. [f
ihae nation i€ not going 1o be split up

[Contd. on Fage 11)
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RELIGIO-CULTURAL REVOLUTION LAUNCHED IN KERALA

(A. M. A, Bangalore)

We walcome the bold and imaginstive step taken by the Kerals Harifan Faderation in
arganizing » protest march fom Tevandivm ro the historic Krighng femple of Guruvayur
fo join the Brahmin feeding of the temple on Feb 13. This has exposed the hypoerisy

of the advocates of Hindu unity, Hindu
néver fall to clalm the Untouchables and
backward classes to be an integral part of
the Hindu community. What kind of a
community is it if the Untouchables can't
be seated with them in a public meal ser-

vid at the temple ! Some newspapers
like the /ndian Express are trying to make

out a case that the exclusion of Untouch-
ables is an age-old religious ritusl and not
an instance of discriminaticn against them.
We sympathize with these naive educa-
tors. They fail 1o see that practices such
as the exclusive feeding of Brahmins in
the "sacred’” precints of tMe femplo as
part of the worship, the exclysive rights
ol the Brahming to act as priests are the
soglal instruments through which caste
consclousness 5 mafniained in the sogiely
and transmitted frowmwm genaration [o
generation,  They are in other words
tha ‘“carrlers” of caste consciousness,
devices sacralized in the name of religion
by the hierarchical feudal society presided
over by the Brahmin priest. The goestion
i#, theréfore, can the constitutional vision
of an egalitarian and jusi sociely tolerate
such anti-constltutiona! praciices in the
namé of religion? Do they realize that the
total fallure 1o eradicate caste-conscious-
nesg. the greal curse of our society, even
after 32 years of gur Republican life is

vary muchdue 1o the unwflilngﬁen an tha
part of the higher casies to get nd of

sgimilar religio-cultural practices ¥ A% long

-85 inour religio- cultural lite practices and

habits,. "'cariers’ of CASIE CONSCious-

noess remain, any talk of fighting caste
and communalism on the part of our poli-
tical and raligious leaders batray the stulf
they aré made of. The protest march of-
ganized by the Harijan Federation led by
Kal'ara Sukamaran will be the beginning
of a religio-cultural revolution in Kerala.

The first Guruvayur selysgraha led by
Keleppen with the support of the great

Dalit leader like Ambedkar end Ayyankali
etc eroused hopes of such a revolution

which was scuttied by Gandhi under the
garb of Remarajva which turned out to be
rothing but culiural subordination of daliis
to Brahmin customs and practices. You

canrat build the edifiee of social equality
with the cultural bricks and religious

mortars of the feudal hierachical society.
The raligion of today has to take appropri-
ate cultural forms and practices i it has 1o
magningfully coexist and not to act as'a
countee-force againat the asmrirations of
thie oppressed ahd marginalised paople.
Some people have advacated abolition of
the public exclusive feeding of Brahmins
and suggested in 118 place private fdeding
of ong Brahmin a8 part of the ritual since
the codeés leid down by Adi Sankara stipu-
lates that the navedyam be olfered 1o
God Krishna only after o shera of it is
given to a Brahmin. The practice, they
say. is based on the supposition that tha
Brahmin is & réprésentativesol the god, |8
it not more in tune with the times te con-
sider a poor Untouchable ag mepresentativa

of the God T In any case how can he ba
(Contd. on page-6 Col.~2)
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GANDHI, AMBEERAR & PERIYAR-- A 5TUIN

(Prof. M. K. Subramanian, Erode= TH)

The term “"Untouchables’™ i appiled 1o & wide rangs of oulcasie groups in fngis,
The Govt. calls them Harijang or 5Cs. From cenluries they had been doing cerlain fréois

Homal duties fmvaiving poFuling activiims,

with removing of dead cattle or tanning
thelr hides. Thoy ate the fleeh of caitle &
pigs, subjected 1o many social restrictions.
segregated outside vil'lage limits. forbid-
den 1o enter temples. denied schooling.
barred to draw water from wells. Thoy
CANNGOL Wear upper germents of  foobadar,
cannot touch higher castes. Social cruel-
ties and cppression of Untouchsbles are
limitiess and unimaginable  J. H Hulten
says a Mayar might safely sporosch & Bra-
hmin within a few feel but could not
touch him without defilirg him, The pe-
gance of Tiva toddy-tappir wes enough Lo
pollute 8 Brahmin at & distance of 36
peces, and that of & Pulaysn ot rno less
than 96 paces, AL Tounelveli, thers was
g caste whose ocouption wis to wash 1he
clothes of the Uniouchables, This cagie
weds condemned 1o renmdin &8 the unseables
gnd thus-to live a nociumal existence,
These Untouchables and ungr ¢ ablas, whao
had suffered for aoes sacial, vven epatial
immobility and 2unoression st the hards of
tha Hindus are. of courss; clubbed i Hi-
ndulsm and alse calied Hindus, but alas 1
sociaty betraved, injured, condemned and
outtawed.  Social reformerd have Qiven
only a compromise formuls toeradicale un-
touchability, Their approsch is relormist.
Thoy never advocated the abolition of
crgle as 8 prepequisite 1o remove uividuch-
ability. They don’t Guestion the sacred
gutharity of the Shastras & Puranas which
paipetuate end protect the caste and un-
touchability. The social reformers advo-

Seme of the Untouchables wers concerned

catad, after all, tho removal of caste diff-
ergncos only., not the total snd uncondi-
tional abolition of caste. To this class ol
social reformers belongs Gandhi, who

“faid untouchability is not sarclioned by

religion, but a device of Satan. Gandhi
cites the example of his mother who ba-
camg unbouchable temporarily every time
she handled unclesn thirgs snd hence had
to cleanse harself by bathing. 5o, his argu-
ment is that such untouchability es is re-
conised by religion is by i3 very nalume
transitory- easily removable and referable
to tha deed, not the doer. He condemns
tha practice of urtouchability but not the
inatitution. He defends Vamashrama as &
healthy division of work based on birth,
Coste is pureiy 8 guestion of duty. In
supnort. he quotes the Gita. Ha even
vindicates Manu gmiti 28 being not ree-
pansible for the practice of untouchability.,
He did not want o entagonise the upper
caste Hindus,  Inspite of Gardhi’s com-
promising technigue the Hindu o:thodoxy
did not spare his hife mission. From the
soft-pedalling Gardhism o the revelu-
tionary approach of Dr. B. R. Ambedkur
and Perivar EVR. Ambedkar was bom of
an Untouchable, He was denied the op-
portunity of studving Sanskrit. But later
he masterad it. He burnt the Manu Smritl
publicly in 1827, He never agreed with
Gandhi. He abhoired the uso of the term
Harijon and hence moved & Bill in tha
Bombay Legislative Assembiy 1o withdraw
the term from official use. AmbDedkar was



a'ways airong in his wviews like Periyar,
He was determined to regain tights only
bv struggle  In one conference, exactly
like Periyar, &Ambedkar rebuked and ridi-
culéd hiz peopks in order 1o arouse them
to action. He gaid ; ““The sppesrance of
Tulsgi leaves around your neck will not
felifne you from the clutches of the money-
lenders, Because you ging the songs of
Ramayan, you do not get a concession in
rent from landlord”". In #n article, he was
brutally atheistic and argued in a down-
to-earth fashion. He wrote : ""You must
abolish your slavery by yourselves. Don't
depend for its abolition upon God or su-
perman, Pllgrimages cannot give galva-
tion ", Thus the writings, speeches and
dialogues of Ambedkar wers as frank and
flery as Peryar's, To fulfil his vow not 1o
dia a Hindu. he embraced Buddhism in
1956 along with B lakhs Untouchables in
spite of Perivar's persunsion to fight from
within, not leaving Hinduism. Ambeadkar
did not realise that conversion 1o Buddh-
ism could not be aremedy to untouch-
ability, Perivar was an athelst and a social
ravolutionary.. In his. school days. he
moved with iow-ceite boys much aganst
thé advice of his parents and teachers,
With self-acquired-knowiedye in Vedas,
Shastras and Puranss, he questioned thair
suthority and sanctity. He pitacked tradi-
tion, arthodoxy and superstitions, He
turmned his heavy artillery against religion,
god and scrintures. His convictlion was
that wntouch:bility cannot_be removed
umless the Vaonashrama Dharma. Hinduism,
faith in @8 multitvde of gods and Brehma-
nism are abolished, He advocated atheistic
and social revaolution. According 1o Peri-
yar. the sudras & panchamas should fight
aganst Varmnashrama and Minduism for the

« michakas

removel of social stigma attached 1o their
birth. Humbn dignity. that is. self-respect
for man, was Poeriyas's message. In a sevies
of Sel-Respect Conferences since 1929, a8
call was gven to the sudras and pancha-
mas 1o refuse o practice religion and
shastres which were 1esponsible for Varn-
ashrama. He conducted a sories a depros-
sird clazses conferences. The aelf-respact
movement and fater Dravida Kazagam bro-
ught under the singls banner lakhs of
sudras and panchameas. His leadership in
Vaikom satyagraha forced the authorities
1o permit Untouchablas in Vaikom streets.
He advocated the abolition of caste thro-
ugh pre portional communal representation
in all walks of life. Due to his relentless
struggle. the first amendment to the Con- -
stitution guarsnteed resérvation for the

backward classes. His campaign against

caste boards in restaurants, buming the
portraits of Rama and breaking the idol of
Vigreswara wereé demonstrative of social
and atheistic revoiution. He conducted a
conference at Madras in 1873 for starting
#n agitation 1o amend the Constitution so
that caste could be abolished in law snd
also for providing opportunities for the
sudras end'panchamas to becoms temphs
This is 3 messape and mission
of Patiyar, yot to be fulfilled. W

MOW DN SALE

A book ore must read to know about
Manda! Commibssion Renao 1
For SC’s, ST's and OBC’s

WHY RESERVATION?
by
K. Veeramani, M2 8L
The Dravidar Kazhagam Publication
Madras-800 007
price: 1-



KANYA KUMARI HEADING FOR ANOTHER EXPLOSION

{Our correspondent)

Madras : The RSS-built Vivekananda
Rock Memaorial will soon prove to be yet
another reason for anti-Christian violance
on the southern tip of India. Last year.
the RSS in league witn the Hindu police
of the TN gunned down six poor Christian
fishermen in the Kanyekumari di. and this
yvear the RASS has already started the re-
hearsal at Nagercoil.  The Rock Memaorial
and the Vivekananda Centre ara the nene
centre of the R3S
had opposed this memorial &1 the very
stage of construction. RSS has brought
hundreds of Marwag youths from North
India and it is these people « ho Bre coing
all the mischief whipping upranti: Chalstian
‘hatred armong the poor backward class
Hindus, mostly Nadars. Foliowing last
year's bloody incidents and unabie o con-
tain the ASS Influence. the State Govt.
hag right'y decided to build a bridge 1o
tha Rock Memorial. But the RSS with the
help of rich temple leaders has been op-
posing this decision Mernwhile, tha
Rock Memorial has created all sorts of
problems to paor fishermen who are dapri-
ved of their lelihood: because of  the
gilting on coastal strip. Hotels & tounisrs
have also made the area corgest:d. The
who'a scenic besuty is gone.  Foomerly,
Christigns, Muslims arnd even foreigners
used to visit this land’s erd to enjoy the
nature’s beauty but- now the RSS walu-
teers manning the area do not ailow any
non-Hindus. - Even dalits are being pre-
vented. Fishermen have suffered perma-
nert damga'. Even the nearby church hes
suffered a lat. In view of this never-end-
ing eantroversy owver the Memaorial, wh.ch

-

The local fsherman .

is responsible for the police-firing and
deaths of many Christiens, the heavy RE5
concentration in the area, the fesrs ex-
pressed by the Dravida Kezagam. Left
parties and many secular-mingded Hindus,
why not the State govt appoint a judicial
commission to examing the shifting of all
the peraphermalia three mi'ss away, even
as it should inffnediately etart building Eh&
bridge to the Memarial ¥ Or will the MGR
Govt. vield to RSS 7 0O

(Contd, from page 3)
poeitively excluded to 1he benefit of weall-
fed Brahminz by the same people who
condescending'y called him Harijan—son
of god ! The basic question is whether
the high caste Hirdus, their Mathadipatiz
and priests are prepared to cleanse their
religlon of feuds!. hierarchical and super-
stitows practices end conform to the con-
stitutional vizsion of man and society. They
cannot any more hood wink the dalits. [F
they claim us 85 part of the Hindu soclety
let thiem from Feb. 13th feed a dallt in the
place-of a Brahmin in reparation for the
sins commitied against them In the past.
The other solution wou'd be to disown
us and {we are not '-nduﬂ leave us free
to fallow aur own traditions & counsels,
Perhaps it would help us 1o unite among
ourseélves as we are freéed from the insti-

- tuthonal and cultural chains of  Hinduism,

What one Iall_i to understand is that the
viry Mathadhipatis, swamis and their fo-
llowers who are eager to avail themsalves
of the benef of modern civilisation In
their work-life, homes.and religious pra-
gtices are averse to change discrimington
and humiliating social practices in the
name of religion, P ]



[.5. CONCERN DVER TORTURE OF INDIA'S

INTOUCHABLES

8. Chakranani, the Washington correspondent of the Hindu, guoting {Feb, 2] from
the US Administration’s report to the Congress an the state of humen rights in India
says : " The reporl takes the view that govt. efforts to improve the position of scheduled

castas & iribes have so lar met with
only moderate success. Tribal oroups
& Marijans continue 1o constitute a8
jarge proportion of India’s poorest of the
poor & ineguality of reatment of oppar-
tunitles: avallable to these groups Contil-
bute to a major impediment in India's
- socigl development.” Very mild words
indeed. He also speaks about the wide-
spraad police atrocities on Untouchables.
The report was made public on Feb. B.
Already the US Ambassdor to the UNO,
Mis. Jeane J. Eirkpatrick. has raised the
issue of Untouchables in the UNO & had
criticlsed India for denying human rights
to such a vast population. Surprisingly.
the Indian Press. which makes much of
the *denial”’ of the freedom of the Press
by the Indian Gowvt., did nol report her
speech. As the guardian of the Hindu
interpgts, the Press thought it fight to
resort to blackout: Mething inconvenignt
to the Hindus is reported in the Indian
Press, The Untouchables demonstration
led by Dy, Laxmi Berwa befor the White
House in Washingten was blacked out
for this wvery samé reason. Mamy dalils
living abroad and inside India have written
us latters congriulating the US Govi, &
Mrs. Kirkpatrick in particular for bringing
guch & grave issug to the notice of the
world forum.  The UNO can now instruct
its Human Rights Commission to send a
team to India 1o probe the whole thing.
The Indian Govt. & its Ruling Class will

do their best 10 prevent such an exposurg
by taking shelter under the constitutio-
nal provision abalishing untouchability.
Foraigners & their Govis: ore often docei-
wed by this argument. TCA Rangacharl,

& Brahmin working as the first secretary

of the Indian Mission to the UND. while
replying to Kirkpatic had resorted 1o the
very same trick of citing the Constitution.
Trum, the Consitution has abolished un-
touchability. But has the Govt. taken
any step to implement this provision ?
Mone. The Govt. of India’s Home Minis-
try has an official called the Scheduled
Caste Commissioner who publishes. his
annual report which is debated yearly in
Parliament. In this very column we have
reviewed these reports.  What does these
reports of the Govt. Itself say 7 Whom is

Rangachari fooling 7 In the Indian Parlia- 2

ment the Govi. admits of the largescale
atrocities on Untouchables, ‘We have the
report of the London-based Mimority
Rights Group (DV Jan. 1-16). Thers are
any number ol reports available with the-
impartial sources, The Ruling Class often
defands itsalf saying that the issus of
Indian Untouchables is an internal prob-
tem of India. But the UN Human Rights
covenant hes made it clear that no denial
of human rights can bae treated as an
ipteinal problem of that country,  Wa 1o
have been volcing the opinion of India's
dalits, its wast persecuted minorities that

[Contd. on Page 10]



Letters o Editor :

Gulam Sarwar, Ex-Minister, Patna:
Many thanks for publishing the Indian
League for Minorities declaration.

R. A. Sindgikar, advocate. Bijapur : The
Urdu daily from Bangalore, Saler (Feb. 2)
said '1_hﬂ't Mall Armstrong, the first man 1o
sat foot on the moon, embraced 1slam in
US. s this true 7 Wa are very proud of
DV which is uniting tha dalits, minorities
B OBCs. DV needs to be circulated
widaly through libraries. ‘We congraiu-
late Mrs, Ambedkar for blesaing this unity
of all mingrities by saying that the anti-
national RSS is aiming at hulldlng up a
Brahmin Raj In india.

Mkid. Zafrulla Rahmanal, Madurai : RSS
is fast spreading in TH. After the Mea-
nakshipuram conference, it is holding &
dalit bonded labourers meet at Vellore.
Deoras spoke at Virudhunagar on Jan. 26.
The timeé bas now come for the DY to
make its Voice louder & stronger. In
Madurai, we are forming a DV Headers
“Forum.

H. Shabestari, Dhanbad : DV is one 4:|I
the rare journals speaking the truth  All the
minorities must unite—be they dalits,
OBCs, 5S5ikhs, Muslims or Christians.
This is exactly what the RS5 is trying to
prevent by enginearing riots between
dalits - & Muslims. Therafore, DV has a
great responsibility to enlighten the dalits
about their real enemy.

P. M. Subhesh, Kotiayam : & friend
told me about the DV. | am wery prowd
to read it & thank vou for awakening our
people.

Bheamsevak, Ratnagiri, Maharashtra ;
N. T. Rama Rao has promised to the
people of AP that he would bring ** Rema

Rajya.’" But he did'nt mention the tréal-
ment he would give to Fkalavyas who
offered their thumb'as Gury Owkshina
1o the Brahmin Drona.

Prof. P. Srinivasan. Chidambaram, TN
DOV is doing a great service by awakening
dalits. It needs our all-round support.

Durai Anbalagan, Dalit F‘antfmrsr Bom-
bay : DV is helping us 1o know different
dalits all over India & outside. 11 is 1he
only - journal for dalits. 1t was able o
rope in $o many eminent people & hence
we are very proud of DV,

Prof. J. 5. Bandukwala, Beroda: |
hawve baen recelving OV & yvour other publi-
cations. Congratulations for your bold
atternpis. In particular, you deserve all
praise for stressing the need for the unity
of all backward classes, aspecially the
dalits & minorities.  Unfortunately, the
rrand towards clashes between the dalits
& minorities. as witnessed at Meerut &
here, is most dangerous. | heve stwood
strongly for the closest unity between
the tawo. In 1981, my efforts to protedt
our dalit comrades during the anti-reser-
vation agitation, led 1o my house being
ransacked by Hindus. |n Dec. 82, & num-
ber of dalits joined with me in dharma
to protest the continiuous communal riots

 here. | am peoud that 4 dalit brothers &a

sister joined me in jail. With proper
leadership and unity, dalits. minorities
and tribes can rule India. When will that
day dawn ?

Parameaswaran, Cochin : The Kerala da-
lits wera defeated and humiligied by the
Brahmins controlling the Guruwayur term-
nle, the ‘‘spirflteal capital of Kerala, when
thay went there on Feb, 13. They
could'nt achieve what they wanted. And
once @gain the Brahmins had the upper-



hand. Because the ‘god’” I8 with the
Brahmin. Mo, the Brahmin is the "living
god.”’ What the dalit jata wanted was o
partake the food reserved by the temple
only to the Brahmins. This food called
the Uchche pujs naivedyam is not being
given even to higher caste Hindus like the
Mairs or even the Amabalvasis (Nambisan
or Marar) who served this temple in
various capacities, nol 1o spaak of the
Untouchables wha are mot Hindus at all
a8 par the Hindu religion, Only the four
varnes come under Hindus. Since the Ln-
touchables are cutside these (owr varcas,
they are callied the outcastes. Tharefore,
the 1emple authorities refused 1o sarve
thig particular food to the dalits. Mot even
Chief Minister Karunakaran, who was
present &t the temple on Feb. 13 and had
food with the dalits, could do anything.
Ha said he wes powerléss, Before the
Hindu gods, even the Govl, 18 powerless,
The nawspapers, however, misled the
resdiére aaving that Harfans ave with Brah-
ming.”" This was a false interpratation.
Tha jeta was meant 1o eat the particular
food mentioned abowve. But this was
donied. Hence dalits have beon chested.
humiliated., Hence | call upon our dalit
comrades all over India not to go 1o
Hindu temples and algo réfuss to ca'l
themsalves Hindus,

T. K. Nasrayenan, Trivendrum: The
vory term dalit hes become & source of
sell-reepaect and inspiration to us. Apard
from your brilliant editorial, the articie
(Feb. 1-15) about the Hindus in US is
a mvealing one. The very braath. brain
and innar thread of a Hindu is his caste.

. Hi can't get rid of it. . Inequality is in-

bom in a8 Hindu. He has beésn taught
1@ be proud of the Brahmin's thread that

earns him {ree meals \in temples, The
Guruvayur ingident is the latest example
of such a false pride.

Dr. Arung Arasuko, Trichy. TN : This
is -with ref. to the letter of V. Voora-
seamy (Oet. 1-15, 1982). He has listed
the atrocities of Hindus on we dalits. Ha
vsed the term “caste” Hindus to separate
them from Brohmins. [t is highly amo-
neous and against the findings of Ambed-
kar, If Brahming are not caste Hindus
does Vesragwamy mean to say that they
are casteless Hindus ¢ Ambedkar said
“caste is religlon,”’  According to Veers-
swamy *'Brahming are not the enemies
of oulcastes.”” What are the easons for
the Pulisngudi murders by RSS? The
reasons aré  the ropeated resolutions
passad by tha Viswa Hindu Parishad,
Hindu Munnani, Oppressed Class Employe-
es Assn, criticising the reservation of jobs

to dalits, The '"Gujarat casta war'' and
the Marathwads massacre of dallts are

due to the organisations led by Brahming,
The key role played by the Brahmins in
religious matteis, the process of Sanskri-
tization or Brahminzation on the social
sphera and all the top positions cccupied
by Brahming prowve the domination of

Brahmins. Furthar. no Brahmin is vaicing
against the atrocities of Hindus on dalits

whan théy ane 80 vociferous in criticising
every other form of atrocity in other parts
of the world including thelr own mother
cow. His statement that DK is a “caste”’
Hindu party. iz & total lie and mischigyv-
ous too. The only social movement of
India directéd against Hinduism is the DK.
A “caste’” Hindu organisation dare not
“insult”” Rama. Breaking the elaphant-
headed god's idol, buming Many Smritl,
attacking basic Hindu tenets amply proves
that DK is anti-Hindu. |



Corruption Charges Against
Top RSS leader

The controversial former Chiaf Minister
ol MP durirg the Janats regime & a top
RSS laader,
chargeshested for serious offences of
coruption, The Hindu press is doing its
best to twist the whole thing by saying
the Cong. Govt. is delibérately Uying to
victimigs him. But RS5 sources privately
admit that much of the records ware
given 10 the police by insiders only
because of the rift in the Siate R3S,
Saklecha, now BLA, was firsl made a
minister in 1877 & promoted CM in 1978,
According 1o the chargesheet, Saklecha
B his family had opened 28 bank accou-
nts during his tenure as Minister and
Chief Minister. Earlier they had only
eight. As many as 29 long-term fixed
deposit accounts involving a sum of
Rs. 7.22,B00 were opened and national
development bonds worth Rs. 1.22.500
also bought. The family also bought
shates of 26 companies worth Rs.5,60.478,
gat up two industrial units in the MNoida
complex and invested Rs. 1.75.000 in
commercial flats in Delhi. Saklecha also
paid a capitation fee of Rs. 12,000 for
his son's admission to an enginesring
college in Karnataka.

The Investigating agency said in a
statemant that it had collected over 5000
documents and had interviewed over 500
witnesses in support of its case. [PT/ &
LI

[Contd. from Page 71
it should be treated as an international
probleém. Human rights & minority groups
the world over should take up this issue

and save the vast impounded dalits of
India. |
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V. K. Saklacha, has baen |

D.V. Readers Forum
launched

Trivandrum :° DV Readers Forum was
ingugurated here on Jan. 29 by T. H. P.
Chentharassery, the noted Dalit writer of
of Kerala. The moeting. was sitended
by dalits of different walks of life. Dr. M.
Vasu, MBBS, of the Trivandrum Medical
Collage Hospital, was alected convenar
of the Forum. it wes decided that the
Forum should mesl svery Seturdsy ewve-
ning 1o discus the different issuves raised
in the DV & also to bwief DV of the
problems facing the Kerala dalits & othar
persgcuted minorities.  Also decided -to
form the Dalit Sahitys Akademy unit hare
to plan out 8 Malayalam edition of the
DV, just as the Tamil edition (Oafir Kural)
published from Madrez by R. Elumalaj
of the Dalit Cultural Frent. Chentharassery
stressed the need to hold small camps
of dalit writers here, Kotlayam, Ernakulam
efc, C. Madhavan of the AG's office said
O has created State-wide interest among
dalits & persecuted minorities & hence
all of them must approach the convener
{Dr. M. Vasu. Medical College Hospital,
Trivandrum-695 011). The following stu-
dies waere suggested : Ambedkarism & its
révolutionary  import.  dalit  history - of
India, scientific basis of culture & dalit
life, dalirizm & existing Indian idealogios,
Dalitstan wvs., Hindustan. Thosé outside
Kerala could also contributeé to this résea-
rch. Madhavan made a firm plea that
dalits must be enablad to swim across
canturies of cultoral deprivation culmina-
ting in Dalitastan., Dalits of Coimbalore
wang congrabulated for launching the first
DV Readers Forum & speakers desired

that gimilar forums should be started in
ather cities of India, ]



- Editorial

(Contd. from Page 2)

by separate electorates given to the
Muslims and the Slkhs. the Hindu society
cannol be said to be split up by ssparate
glactarates |f the Depressed Classes are
given the gpme.  His consciense is not
arpused if the natlen i split by the
anangements of special electorates for
classes and communitics other than Dep-
ressed Classes. Bul Gandhi's waye of
thinking are strange. | am preparéd 1o
congider any preposal of Gandhi. |
however, trust that Gandhi will not diive
me to the necessity of making a chaice
between his life and the rights of my
people. for, | can néver consent to doli-
vel my peéople bound hand and fool to
the caste Hindus for generations to
come’’. Most Hindu leaders. including
De. Moonp, President of the Hindu
Mahasabha & founder of the RSS, recon-
cilod themsalves to the provigions of the
Communal Award. there baing no alter-
mative. But Gandhi alone was deter-
miinéd to dény separate alaciorates to thi
dalits. And the propaganda is that
Gandhi was the champian ?f Harijang i
Gandhi started his fast on Sept, 20, 1932
a8 a prisonor in the Yerwada Jail, Poona
Immediately a fwious campaign was
started againt Ambedkar by the Hindu
lepders and the Brahmin Press to force
him to agrée fo the abolition of separate
electorate. In turn, Ambedkar said: "As
I had the priviiege of representing the
Untouchahles at the RTC, it was assumed
that the assant of the Untouchables would
not be valid uniess | was a parly 10 it.
The surpriging fact is that my position
a8 the leader of the Untouchables of india
wiis not only nol guestioned by the Cong-
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ress, but it was accepted as a fact. All
ayes naturally turned to me as the man
of the moment or rather a8 the villain of
the plece’’. The claims of Gandhi and
the Congriess 1o répresent the Untoucha-
blas vanished inte thin alr and Ambedkar
stood out on the Indian scene as tha
only man (o stop Gandhi's fast or as
some people seid Gandhi's blackmail, At
the meating of the Hindu leaders held at
Poona. Madan Mohan Malaviya presiding.
Ambedkar was asked to speak first for
resalving the issue. Ambedkar said calm-
ly that “il was very proper that every
man should try to save the precious life
ol Gandhi, but in the absence of any
alternative  proposal from Gandi,  there
seemed 1o be no way out. But one thing
is decided. To save Gandhi's lifa, 1
woulkd nol be a parly [0 8ny propozal
that would be against the interasts of my
people™. The Hindu leaders exprossad
shock. Jawsherlal Nehru, who was
then in the Allahabad jail, was tormented
by the thought of Gandhi’'s possible
death. He wrole to his daughter, "'l am
ahaken up complataly and | know not what
to do. My little warld In which he has
aceupied such a big place, shaked and
tolters, and there seems to be darkness
angd amptiness everywhénd,,. Shall | not
w00 him again 7 And whom shall 1 go 1o
when | am in doubt and require wise
counsel, or am afflicted ond in sorrow
and need loving comfort ¥ What shall
wir all do when our beloved chisl who
inspired us and led us has pone 7°° Gandhi
offered reservation of seats for the dalits
under a joint electorate with the Hindus.
Ambedkar asked for larger number of
seats than that announced by the British
Gove if it is to be joint alectorate and
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a referendum after 20 years. While the
Hindu leaders wera higgle-haogling for
gmall increases in the quantum of seats.
Ambadiar finally insisted on représsnta-
tion according to population both in tha

Central B Stota Legislatures. Tha negoti-
ating leaders wens vary reluctant 1o agres
to thiz principle, but Gandhi had no ob-

jection to give the dalits any number af
sesls s0 long as thay ware nol saparated

politically from the rest of the Hindus

The final figure was settled st 143 as
against 71 in the Communal Award and

the Poona Pact was signod on the Sept.
241h, the Bth day of tha fast. Gandhl
andad the fast on the 26th afier the Pact
was accepted by the British. The Pact
was signed on-behalf of the dalits by
Ambadkar, and on behalf ol the Hinrdus
by Malaviya. The other signatoros wens
M. R.. Jayakar, Ta] Bahadur Sapru. C.
Rajagopalachari, M. C. Raja, Devdas
Gandhl. Biswas. Rao Bahadur Snnhvagan,
Rajbho] & others. The Pact has long
besn regarded as ono extracted from the
Untouchables undor force, coersion and
spiritual duress. |t was a Pact more to
gave Gandhi than to sarve the Untouch-
gbles. Anyway. tha Poona Pact is part &
parcal of not only Gandhi’s political life,
but part of Indian history and the futuro
af Indian constitutional law and the fate
ol Untouchables were centred on Dr. Am-
badkar's signature. Any life of Gandhi

wolld be Incomplete withaut the great
incidents leading to the Poona Pact.
Ambedksr nof only saved Ganghi's 1ifa,
bt alvo his pwn. for, tha Hingdus wowld
have butchered Ambedkar & manv otfiers
If Gandhl lad disd fn this criziz, Apart

Regd. KRNB-456

from the eminent Hindu leaders pleading
with Ambedkar for concessions to save
Gandhi's e, thess was Devdas Gandhi,
last son of Gandhi and son-in-low of C.
Ralagooalachari. who "“with tesrs in his
ey, desoribed the condition of hiz fathor
to Ambadkar and entrented him not to
hold over the agreémant by prassing for &
referendum”™, which, however, was finally
drapped by Ambadkar, |t weas also repor-
tod that Kasturba, wils of Gandhi, bagoed
Smbediar 1o save her mangalys by saving

her husband from certain death, But alas
the Gandhi film s silent on this 1! The
Paona Pact is avital part of Gandhi™s life.
He had made abalition of untouchability
a fgreat a concern for him as tha freedom
of India. Ha had asserted that if freedom
for India does not alsa mean fresdom

from untouchability. he would rather not
have fréadom at all. In the context of
the blatant omission of Ambedkar from
tha Gand film, it is interesting & shock-
ing to noto that Jawahadfal Nehtu, in his
baok, Discovery OF lndis, writton in Ahad-
nagar prison in 1844, hos not said a word
abaut Ambedkar or the Poona Pact.
When scores of Muslim. British and Chri-
gtion characters figure in the baok, Am=
badkar, who had played such a lorpe part
in the making of the 1935 Act and safa-
guading the intsréstes of the dalitz= has
bean comalataly amitted. If Sir Richard
had consyltad baoks sych as thesa slso,
there ks no wonder he treated Ambediar as
of no impartance, We dalits are vory mush
parturbed owvar this gross omission. \We
considar the blackout as a grave insull to
our leadar and savious. o contampt to the
problams of the Untouchables and a tro-
veaty of truth and history.  Thenafore. wa
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