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MAISAHEB STROMS KARNATAKA

The week-long visit to Karnataka of Dr. Savita Ambedkar, the widow of
the late Babasaheb, from Jan. 20 became truly a historic event. We were
throughout with ber during the tour & therefore we say it with authority.

Dalits in thousands gave her a spontane-
ous welcome. The Govt. treated her as a
State guest. Ministers were eager to be
photo’grabhed with her. There was a mad
rush to see her. Barring a couple of elders
hardly any dalit had the opportunity to see
Ambedkar. Therefore, when Maisaheb
stormed into Karnataka, they saw in her
their dear departed leader. The delirious
enthusiasm, the warmth of feeling was
something to be seen to be believed. And
the 70-year-old medical doctor, a Brah-
min-turned ' Buddhist, indeed proved that
she was not a mere woman and wife of
Ambedkar but a gifted leader by herself.
She impressed them with her forthright
views fully reflecting the revolutionary
philosophy of Ambedkar. She refused to
take any rest, accepted every invitation,
& promised to come again. Accompanied
by Ramdas Athawale, the firebrand Dalit
Panther leader from Bombay, she addres-
sed innumerable meetings & also insisted
upon visiting Devarasnahalli, 15 miles
from Mysore, where 2 dalits were killed

in caste clashes following the Assembly
elections. The energy she displayed at

that age and the forthright talk she gave
made her go right into the hearts of the
dalits. And they readily accepted het.
Great. At Ashoka Puram, called the Red
Square of the dalits at Mysore, the entire
25,000 dalit population including women
and children waited for over 3 hours and
took her on a two-hour procession on a
decorated van round the colony, offering
her aarat/ at every doorstep, garlands,
kum kum. |t was indeed : she came, she
saw, she conquered. Maisaheb was no
Minister, she had now power or wealth.
She had nothing to offer. Why then she
proved magnatic ? A dalit youth asked us:
“Why did she not come out earlier ? Will
she lead the dalit liberation struggle ?*’
We conveyed this to her and she said she
was ready to lead. Having watched her
closely we feel that she meant business.
Her visit had a two-fold purpose. To con-
gratulate the people of Karnataka for de-
feating the oppressive Indira Gandhi regime
in the recent Assembly election. Secondly,

to bring about a unity between the dalits, -

backward classes (OBCs) and other per®
secuted minorities like Muslims and Chri-
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stians. As we have been advocating the
very same, we assure our support to Mai-
saheb, It is no wonder that her visit had
raised high hopes. The very fact that all
sections of dalits including the Karnataka
Dalit Action Committee and the Dalit San-
garsha Samiti had a joint meeting with her
proved her pull. She was forthright in her
criticism of ‘‘Mahatma’’ Gandhi, Jawahar-
lal Nehru and Indira Gandhi. So also she
criticised the anti-national RSS — all of
whom were aiming at building a Brahmin
Raj. Even the® Marxists had no plan to
destroy caste. She repeatedly criticised
Brahminism, the fascist philosophy that
was responsible for India becoming a beg-
gar nation. Her thinking was clear. And
no where she exhibited any confusion.
She appeared dead serious about propo-
gating Ambedkarism by bringing about a
unity between the three non-Aryan natives:
dalits, OBCs and minorities. She held
separate meetings with OBC leaders and
minorities. She told OBC leaders that the
dalits were too willing to join with them
despite the atrocities committed by them
on dalits. And, therefore, she would fight
for the implementation of the Mandal Co-
mmission Report. Her meeting with Mu-
slim and Christians was a bigger success.
She told them that they had everything to
- @ain by joining with the dalits. If not RSS
would employ dalits to attack Muslims.
If dalits were the sufferers, Muslims were
the co-sufferers. Both had a common
enemy — the Aryan invaders. She also
acknowledged the great contribution of
Christians to the awakening of Untouch-
ables ‘and tribals. Since Muslims and
Christians happened to be better placed
in life, it was up to them to embrace the
dalits. Never say namaste, say Jai Bhim.

Stop using the Gandhian humbug, Harijan.
They would have to study Ambedkarism.

‘She referred to Meenakshipuram and cri-

ticised Indira Gandhi for saying that the
mass conversions were induced by Arab
dollars. It was only the more affluent
dalits who kicked off Hinduism and the
reservations to seek self-respect through
Islam. She asked Muslims and Christians
not be worried as dalits would stand by
them. Let RSS and Indira Gandhi say any-
thing, they were as much citizens of India
as anybody else. There was nothing to
fear if they joined with their natural ally,
the dalits. She was happy that Muslims
at last realised the futility of voting for
Indira Gandhi. In fact, it was Mrs. Gandhi
by her temple-going spree and support to
anti-cow slaughter campaign spreading
scare among the minorities. - We always
used to say that Mrs. Gandhi & RSS were
the two sides of the 'same coin. It was
Maisaheb’s: criticism of the Gandhi film
that hit headlines in the press. She called
upon dalits not to permit the screening of
this anti-national film. How could there
be Gandhi without Ambedkar ? By ignor-
ing Ambedkar and ridiculing Jinnah, the

Gandhi film had hurt the feelings of both

dalits and Muslims, Hence here was an

opportunity to launch a join struggle. -

Come what may we should not allow this
publicity puff of the Gandhi family. We
hope the enlightned non-political repre-
sentatives of these three sections forming
over 80% of India’s population would give
a serious thought to Misaheb’s call for
unity and form joint front in differeht
centres based on the ideology of Ambed-
kar. The matter is urgent. Before the Ga-

ndhian Era (20th century) ends & the Am-.

(Contd. on page 11)
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A HHNDU WILL NOT CHANGE EVEN IF SET]’LED
. IN AMERICA |

{Dr. Velu Annamalat, Texas, USA)
Some !na';ans iiving in US feel that for an average American, India is holy cow, caste
_ System, over-population and malaria. Bur ! do not ss se anything wrong with these views
_since the Indian society is on a peculiar {me of its own. What else js there to understand

_about India under the present circumsta-
‘nces ? We are not talking about the past

golden history of Dravidian Harappa and
Mohanjadaro civilization in the pre-Aryan

ngriod,'of course | It appears that India

cannot survive without one Gandhi or an-

_other. It was ““Mahatma Gandhi”* first
- and now Indira Gandhi and soon it will ber

Rajiv Gandhi (could have been Sanjay
- Gandhi) or Menaka Gandhi & then a little
(Rahul) Gandhi and so on. So what is
wrong for an American to think that India

_is Gandhi ! | do not see anything wrong

‘in edquating the holy cow to India or the

Indian (Hindu) faith. Several innocent -

. peopie have been killed in the name of the
~ holy cow in India. .

even open his holy mouth when unfortu-
nate Untouchables of india were Killed,

burnt alive, their women raped. their chi-

~Idren butchered and thrown alive into the

fire. So to a Hindu and thus'to an Indian, -

the life of a cow is much more important

than that of a human being. In the recent

_years, the holy cow has become more holy

than ever before, and | will not be surpri-

sed to see these holy cows start wander-
ing around pretty soon in this country too
‘by looking at the number of Hindu temp-
les being built.

ves the superstitoius and stupid customs
of the Hindu reiigion without any rational

_ Vinoba Bhave said he -
will kill himseif if cow slaughterisnot:-
stopped. But at the same time he did not

No~ matter how highly - .
. educated a Hindu is, he stili firmly belie-

thinking and practises them féithf_ullv and
more so blindly. And as long as this con-
tinues to happen, the holy cow will bs

- well and alive ! Regarding caste system,

some Hindus living here say they reject
the system, but they practice caste in their
private life. They come from the upper
caste and never suffered the inhumane
practices of untouchability. Caste sytem.
of which untouchability is the nucleus. is
the foundation on which Hinduism is.
built. Untouchables of India today present

“the world’s goriest form of Apartheid be-

fore which the South African racial segre-
gation and the other Black problems of
US and UK paie into insignificance. Caste
systt,m of the Hindu religion and thus its
untouchability is an unigque phenomenon
unknown to humanlt\; and mankind m_anv
other part of the world. Nothing like this
is to be f_oﬂnd in any other society-primi-
tive, ancient, or modern. J. H. Huttou in
his book, Caste jn [naia, says that "Caste
is an exclusively indian phenomenon. No
comparable institution to be seen else-
where has anything like the complexity,

“elaboration and rigidity of caste in India.

It is virtually inconceivable that the asso-
ciation of circumstances necessary to pro-

-duce so complex an institution as caste is
“in India could ever be found in more than
“one area of the earth’s surface’’

. Has mass .
or higher education, modern living condi-
tion, better communication & wider world

exposure made Hindus to think that caste



system is a barbarous system and all men .

are created equal & thus the caste system
is a shame to Hindus as a whole and need
 to ba eradicated from the face of the earth.
No | The practice of caste has attained a
new lifs, a new vigor and the Hindus,
both literates and illiterates, seem to be-

lieve more on the teachings of - Hinduism
which is based on caste hierarchy. There

is more killing; raping, burning, oppress-
ion, discrimination and exploitation of the

unfortunate outcastes by the Hindus in -

the name of their religion in recent times
than ever before. . The caste system sanc-
tioned by Hinduism has created the Un-
touchables, and today about 20% of the
Indian population is Untouchables, about

150 millions or 6 times the population of .

Canada. These people even today are not
allowed to drink water in several places,
not allowed to enter the Hindu temples
and streets where the upper caste H'indus
live, and forced to live in slums outside
the village boundary. These people are
forced to carty human excreta and dead
" animal on their head: The minute these
people ask.any questions about the system

and their rights as beings, they are crushed,

killed, burnt alive and their women raped.

They live in constant fear of attack by the
Hindus. Their good ciothing or good liv-
ing causes serious concern and resentment

among Hindus. Very few of the outcastes
struggied against all cdds and managed
to come ‘up in life and thus started com-
peting with the rest of the Indians (Hin-

dus), and these upper castes cannot even.

digest this and hence the barbarous atro-
cities and brutalities on the outcastes.

Ruth Glass, a British sociclogist, narrated
some of the atrocities on dalits in a recent

article in the Monthiy Review & saysthess

" Terror'”.

‘sickness’.

. incidents are probably  merely the tip of

iceberg. To top it off, | wish to recall a
news item which came in /ndia Tribune
(Feb. 1, 1982) under “"Reign of Police
in Goliagarh, Raigarh district, an
Adivasi woman of 45-years-old & mother
of six children was beaten to her feet by
police in front of a magisterial inquiry.
While the Adivasi villagers gathered out-

‘side, this lady was stripped and chilly

powder was applied to her genitals. The
police then tortured her with a stick. The
lady was then forced to drink the urine of
three men & a-man was made to heap the
ultimate humihatlon upon her. = Then she
was raped and during all these time, the
police were also faughing and asking ob-
scene questions. Though she was close
to losing her consciousness, the police
made a man strike a match and singe the
lady’s pubic hair  After. this incident, a
man was paraded naked from his hut to .
the village school and the police applied
chilly powder to his anus and later tried
to force in petrol from a pump. /ndia Tri-
bune called this police brutality a ‘modern -
In India, it is the law of the
Hindu caste system which rules the coun-
try, or in other words *’law of the jungle’”
(/nda Tribune, Oct. 1, 1981). The latest .
news of the police merciless and sadistic
torture and brutality comes from TN where .
in a period of five years, 190 undertrials
died in prison due to inhuman treatment
such as injury to testicles. The large ma-
jority of those who died in custody were
poor villagers and slum dwellers, who be-
fong to dewntrodden communities (/ndia
Today, Sept. 30, 1982). Some Indians
here think that itisa misconception of
the American to believe that India is no-
thing but poverty, holy cow, caste system



.Commissioner in Delhi, ’

,  courage”’

and.over population. | wonder what else
is ‘there for India to be proud of. Weli
really they should include barbarism, bris-
tality, superstition and highest order of
hypocrisy to the above list. Some pecple
say India has sky-scrapers, computers and
other advanced technologies. But what
is the use ? The majority of the Indians
can’t even smell the fruits of these advan-
cement, leave alone get to eat them. The
poor Indians are still _s"leép_ing on the road-
sides, and still fighting with dogs to eat
the thrown-away leftover food. The fower
strata of the population still is treated as
social exile and discriminated, exploited

and oppressed by the small upper castes -

who seem to enjoy. all the gaod things

that India supposed to have achieved in

the way of modern technological achieve-
ments and in the name of democracy. One
of my American friends who recently visi-

ted India on an exchange program descri-
~ bes India as a land of
cracy’’, meaning that the democracy in
India is for the conveniences of the weal- -

"'dibtatorship demo-

thy and for those pecple who are in the
upper strata in social and religious hierar-
chy. The “poot’”’ Indians have been and
are always in the same low place in the
indian system, suffering, starving and op-
pressed, suppressgd, exploited & tortured.
Why is that Indians do not change for the
better 7 According to . the British High
‘To a Hindu, the
truth is wusually that which most suits his
convenience at any given moment.: There
is little place in Hindu ethos for truthful-
ness, unselfishness, social service or moral
(India Tribune, April 3, 82),
This observation speaks for itself. The
bottom-line is that the Hindus will not

change their views on anything other than .

(91

-

what Hinduism teaches them. Of, course,
it teaches themonly, “'I”', “me’’, "myself’’
“my family’* and nothing like compassion

for the other man, leave alone help the

~other man and at least not to harm him..

But -Hindu religion teachs to discriminate
people by their birth and to treat a section
of the saciety Ilke animals. If Hindu re-
ligion .would have ‘taught the mmple hu-.
man values, why should a tiny lady from

"Albania by the name of Mother Teresa

should come to india to help the India’s
destitutes? Why is that all the early medi-
cal, educational and philanthrophic hap-
pened to be Christian origin ? The Hindu
gurus and swamis have: hardly enough time
to enjoy the luxuries of life and amassing
wealth and driving Cadillacs ! Why go so
far 2 The so-called elite and educated In-
dians.in this country who talk from roof
tops about “’Indianism’’, helping mother-

: land, patriotic to india etc, waste their

m1lhons of dollars in building temples
here.” Don't you think that these huge
sums of money could help the millions of
poors in india ? Instead, the Indians here
spend their money in’'stones and cement,
and on the other hand, the American pub-
lic sends their money to feed the Indian .
pdor I No wonder an observer calls it, the
indians here are only ““literates’” and not
""educated’’ (/ndia Fribune, July 31, 82).
How could anyone call India a modern
state when some of her 100 million sub-
jscts have been treated as subhumans and
who have been forced toexist outside the
pa!é of human society ? Where else bru-
tality is used as an institution of social
control? Where else but in the traditional:
india that a social order operates by "‘bla-
ming the victims''? Where else supersti-
tion is the order of the day and the upper

-



strata keépé' the lower strata p'o(-)rest_of- :

the poor in the name of religion and de-
moctacy ? India may be a nation of “great’

progress ; but so long as the progress
does not reach the miliions of poor In-

dians, what good does it do to talk about
it ? Yes, the elite enjoys the fruits of mo-
dernization and so they have a vested in-
terest to talk about it. The Indian culture
and tradition'a!ways talk about ‘"self’ and
thus as long as “he”’ is happy, yes every-
thing is fine and-great. Poverty is a dis-
ease that every nation wants to eliminate,
“but | am not sure “whether Indians feel
that way. Indians are basically violent,
and hyprocritic set of humdns who care
least about the other human beings. The
past and the present are not woven toge-
ther like colorful marble, but it really
smacks of poverty, blind religious super-
stition, brutality, discrimination exploita-
tian, torture & as a whole outright abuse.
A small percentage of Indians enjoy every-

thing ; but for the poor, it is a permanent

hell, legitimatized in the name of religious
and traditional va'ues. The Indian society,
1o a certain extent is a brutal one, despite

the myths of non-violience and passivity.

Most horrendous forms of caste tyranny

can flourish with'impunity only in the In-

dian society. The new ethic in India reads
as follows: ‘'Thou shalit crucify thy neigh-

_ bour for the fast busk’’ (!"nd:'aj Today, Sep-

tember 30, 82). It also says that the citi-
“ zens of India continue to believe that caste

bestows special rights on an individual,

Untouchability has long ago been ‘abo-

lished’, but casie prejudice is one of- the

most insidious 'ciar*.ker_s eating into the co-

untry’s vitals. (Sept. 15, 1982). . )

Mahatma Phroo'ev on Brahmin‘sm

“-'I'Any'one who Wil! consider well thé

whoie history of Brahmin domination in -
* India, and the thraldom under which it has

retained the people even up to the present

_ day, will agree with us in thinking that no

language t_:dufd be too harsh by which to

- characterise the selfish heartlessness and': 5

the consummate cunning of the Brahmin
tyranny by which India‘has been so long
governed. How far the Brahmins have
succeeded in their endeavours to enslave

‘the minds of the Sudras and Atisudras,

those of them who have come to know the
true state of matters know well to their
cost. For generations past they have borne
these chains of slavery and bondage. In-
numerable Bhut (Brahmin) writers, with

- the _selfsamé objects as those of Manu &

others of his class, added from time to

‘time existing mass of legends,” the idle

phantasies of their own brains, & palmed

them off upon the ignorant masses of Di-:

vine inspiration, or as the acts of the Deity
himself. The most immoral, inhuman,
unjust action and deeds have been atiri-

_buted to that Being who is all Holiness

himself'". —Mahatma Jyotirao Phooley.[]

Ambedkarities Dia-y- 1983
Has many valuable information about
Buddhism, Ambedkar, different legi-
.slations for the | beration of dalits,
addresses of different dalit leaders, .
organisations, dalit journals, top offi-

cials, dalit populatioh statistics.

A must for every Ambedkarite

Write to : Prem Bhavan (Nalanda
Lodge), Mozamijahi Market,

- Hyderabad-500 001
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MINORITIES FILEL THREATENED IN INDIA.

{Our correspondent)

Banga!ore

1 After the Andhra & Karnaraka Assembly elections we have the clear evi-

dence of ths dalits & minorities voting agamsrfndfra Gandhi's party for the first time.The
opinionexpressed by the Catholic Bishops Conference of India and many Muslim organi-

sations, apart from the 45 Muaslim MPs,
has further confirmed that the minorities
are feeling very much insecure in India.
Parameshwara Rao, president of the Am-
bedkarities Conference, Hyderabad, whose

organisation had backed the Telgu Desam

leader,.N. T. Rama Rao, to'd us here that

in AP at least 20% of the dalits had for the .

first time voted against Mrs. Gandhi. In
Karnataka, Mus'ims votéd against Muslims
set up by the Congress but proved their

secular spirit by voting for the Hindus set -
So too the

up by the Opposition parties.
dalits voted against the Congress. So
much so in AP, near Chittoor and inKarna-
taka, near Mysore, the high caste Hindus

‘burnt “alive many dalits in refaliation.
Parameswara Rao felt that with this elec-

tion, Indira Gandhi was as good as dead.
The resolution passed at the CBCI meeting
in Bombay clearly indicated the fears of

the tiny Christian community that always
Its secretary- .

stood with Indira Gandhi.
general Bis‘hop Thumma of Vijayawada

said that '"the prohibi twe legisiation ered-

ing the freedom of rellglon on the lines of
the Arunaghal Pradesh Freadom of Reli-

. gion Bill was being proposed by other

States”’., (Deccan Her:/d, Jan, 11) He also

referred to the Bills endangaring trusts and

endownments, hatrassment of missonaries
and refusal to extend residential permits.
Christians have won the hearts of the poor
suffering people of this country by their
great service parucularly to the Untouch-
ables and tribals,  Mother Teresa won the

- demand Khalistan.

Nobel award for such a service in India.

But the Ruling Class of India, which sent
its children only to Christian schools

(Mrs. Gandhi and her children were edu-

cated in Christian schools), seldom had

appreciation for.the good work. Hence

it was constant|y troubling Christians thr-

ough all sorts of pinpricks and the resolu-
tion passed by the CBCI, which rarely an-
tagonises the Govt., sums of the feelings
of minorities. The bid to ban cow slaugther
which had the blessings of Mrs. Gandhi,
is yet another proof the Govt's anti-Chris-
tian attitude. But what is more surprising
was the speech made the pro-Congress
Muslim leader Moulana Asad Madni, also
a Congress, member of Parliament and
president of the Jamat Ulma, a pro-Cong-
ress organisation of Muslims. Inaugu-
rating the 24th session of his party in
Bombay on Jan. 14, he said “'Muslims &
other minorities in India were feeling in-
secure even after 36 years of independence
due to cpmrﬁuna! clashes taking place in
the country’’. ¢/ndisn Express Jan. 15).,
We conld understand other Muslims mak-
ing such a statement. But Madni is a
close confidant of Mrs. Gandhi. Not only
Christians and "Muslims, even Sikhs have
been also feeling insecure. That every
Sikh was checked before entering Delhi
during the Asiad proved that Sikhs are no
exception. It is insecurity that made them
: Meanwhile, we have
received reports of the RSS biggest show

of force at Poona on Jan. 15, 0



GANDHL EILM DISTURBS DALITS ANOD MUSLIMS
- (Our correspondent) :
Bangalore: The Gandhi film, the much-publicised production of Richard Attenborough
has considerably disturbed our dalit & Muslim comradés. Though the film is yet to be
. released inside India & as such the internal reaction is yet to be gauged, we have recei-

ved a number letters from our readers in
USand UK stating that-the film has totally
ignoted Dr. B. R. Amtbedkar— considered

the greatest Indian after the. Buddha and

one who played a notable role in securing
“independence’’ to India. The film has
also wounded the sentiments of the Mus-
lims by picturing Jinnah, the greatest
Muslim leader of the undivided India, in
a bad light. They have sent us clippings
of the film review from the prestigious
London Times, New Statesman, New York
Timas, In These Times etc. all of which
are critical of the fiim. A dalit intellectual
from UK says dalits there are wvery much
disturbed,on seeing in the film. While
they consider the British peopie as very
fair and impartial in their judgement, they
have started doubting the integrity of At-
tenborough who did the greatest injustice
_to Dr. Ambedkar, one who actually saved
~the life of Gandhi by signing the “"Poona
. Pact’” that amounted to a stab on the back
of India’s vast dalits. To save Gandhi’s
life Ambedkar sacrificed the interests of
the dalits and this fact was recorded by
history. But Attenborough ignored history
itself to please India’s Ruling Class which
financed the film. While Gandhi ' did
hardly anything to liberate the dalits, they
say, he was busy helping the Brahmins

and finally handed over the country to

them. After doing them so much of ser-
vice, it was finally a Brahmin organisation
that employed a Poona Brahmin (Nathu-
ram Godse) to kill Gandhi whom this very
8rshmine hailed as the "Mahatmg". This

. rupees.

“Mahatma’’ must be exposed, another
angry dalit writes from London. “Accord-
ing to the New Statesman, Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi herself “‘vetted the screen-
play as part of her bedroom réading and
saw the film before the final exciting”’.
The review is a bruta! indictment of. the
film and also the *Mahatma’’. As for
Muslims less said the better. “’Jinnah is
cast as a political oppottunist ... hinting

' that terrorism was a special Muslim ‘pre-

serve’’. Pat -Aufderhide, the reviewer in
the /1 These Times. concludes: Even lack-
ing vitality, though may vet ighite pass-
ions if Muslims contest the film's choice
of the villains’’. We have been echoing
through the DV what Ambedkar used 10
so often say that Gandhi was not even an
honest enemy of dalits. The Gandhi film
has confirmed this. India’s middle-class
messiah is dead. When alive, just to keep -
him in boverty, the Govt spent millions of

This complaint against Gandhi

was voiced by no less a person than one

who was a close lieutenant of Gandhi :

M:s Sarojini Naidu. It isno wonder there-

fore that Gandhism has become another
word for hypocrisy & corruption as bauti-

‘fully ‘represented by the  Gandhi-capped

Congressmen- Compare Gandhi with Mazo.
The latter’s teachings have brought about
Revolution in China but the former's bro-
ught about counter-revolution.  Today, -
Gandhism is the official philosophy of
India’s Fascist party, RSS. - Whatta guy,
that Gandhi 1!} _ Str )
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~ translation of sample dalit poems.

Letters to Editor :

Or. M. M. Thomas, ex-president. World
Council of Churches, Thiruvella, Kerala :
Whenever | get DV | read the editorial and
other items with great interest. | appreciate
the manner in which you carry on the
struggle.

Y. P. Chibbar, executwe -secretary, Peo-

ple’s Union for Civil Liberties, New De-
lhi : We are aware that most of the cpp-

ressed in the field of civil liberties today
are the poor who are mostly dalits, the
OBCs and Mus!ims and women. Therefore,
we would like to develop fraternal rela-
tions with you.

Dr. Barbara R. Joshi, New York : The
Dec. 16-31 DV carried a letter from N.

_ Srinivasan, Coimbatore, who spoke of the

Black poets. There are now several small
but infiuential journals pukished by soci-

ally conscious Black inte!lectuals, includ-

ing one called The Black Scholar. |t fea-
tures the works of radical Black poets and
recently it included articles on other opp-
ressed peoples. Since Arun Kamble, dalit
poet from Bombay, had also expressed
interest in Black poets, | have sent to 7/he
Black Scholar a letter introducing the cri-
sis facing India’s 'UntoL;chables, plus a
Those
interested may write to Conyus, Péerrv
Editor, B/ack Scholir, PO Box-7106, San

Francisco, California- 94120- USA. Most

Black Americans stil! have limited know-
ledge of Untouchables, the only term they
are likely to recognise. quever, | am
sure these two massive daiit groups do
indeed have much.to share that will bene-

- fitall. So it is worth exploring all possi-

bie ways of direct communication.
D. Santokhee, Mauritius : My visit to

~working for social change

.the one felt by Muslims alone.

india was successful. | met lot of people
And after
meeting you, 1 think | reached the top.
The problems of low caste Hindus here

are the same as vpu fage. RSS is growing

here. | have talked to many friends here

about DV, all of whom.evinced interest as

it fully reflects our feelings.
€. Madhavan, Trivandrum: *’The Agony
of Being a Muslim’® (DV Jan. 15) is not

position of all dalits also.
very strongly after witnessing the recent
anti-Musiim riots here.

N. Elangovan, Cuddalore, TN : ""Deva-
dasi System (DV Dec. 16) was a fantastic

piece. You have rightly exposed how -

Hinduism is exploiting the dalit women.
Will Dalit Kural brmg out all these in
Tamil ?

V. Munivenkatappa, BDO, Siddapur,
NK dt., Karnataka : The Pejawara Swamy
who promised to do something to revoke
my suspension ordered by the ex-CM
Gundu Rac, has also changed his mind.
The Pejavwara Swamy's drama was to pre-

“vent my threatened conversmn to lslam

Dalit Sangharsha Samiti is doing its best

to help me. Will the new Karnataka Gowt,

do semething 7
Prof #Apul Qasem, Calcutta: Indira
Gandhi has no time to go to Meerut, 50

KMs awamy from Delhi, but she had time .

to go to Breznev's funeral in Moscow.
From there she dashed to Paunar to be

present at the funeral of Vinoba Bhave, -

the ' Sarkara;_ Sant’’, who was more con-
cerned with the holy cow than the but-

. chering of human bemgs at Moradabad,

Meerut etc.
Mansoor Quereshi, Toronto, Canada :

Your editorial on the Devadasis provoked

It is the
In fact | felt



~the Hinduism.

me to write this.

_god who divides humans into graded ca-

This inhuman prar‘lir;’e" :
is the outcome of the basnc structures of
How' can we perceiveof a
* edition of DV..

- stes and the rest condemned as Untodch-
~ables ? The editorial quotes Mrs Sumtl_ -

~ Pungaliya saying that the Mus!im ""inva-
ders’’ should be thanked for destroying

" this beastly Devadasi system. But she in-

- deed has to thank Islam for that job
Dr. Velu Annamalai, Texas, USA: Thanks
for pubhshmg (bV Jan. 16) the speech

of the US delegate at the UNO, Mrs. Jeane

Kirkpatrick, telling the Indian delegation
to shut up and take care of the Untouch-
ables and their problems. It is indeed -a
 great victory for us. Now there is a Human

" ‘Rights organisation in Washmgton doing a

to god job..

Krishna Kumar, Gen. Secretary, Kerala
Sastra Sahitya _Panshad, T,r_wandrum ewal
* find the DV very interesti_hg. We weuld

like to know more about the activities of.

the Dalit Sahitya Akademy

Lalit f’atel&&’abubh,ﬂ ~armar, Bombay _

We find DV very useful. We will introduce
it to our friends. We are publishing Maen-
than, a cyclostyled bimonthly in Gujarati.
Glad to inform more and more dalit comra-

des are ‘coming under thP infiuence of -

- Ambedkar. -
S. V. Goudar, Bmpur :
lecturer | get lot of epportunities to visit
villages under the NSS camp. We find no
change in the conditions of dalits even
after 3b years of "‘independence .

Or. Arura Rd;gopdf Madurai: | was

deputed to Zambia where | had an oppor-

tunity to meet our Black counterpaits,
We have to establish close links with them
and seek international heip fto- liberate the

dalits.
this noble m:ssson

i congratu.ate DV for takmg up

‘Bangalore :

Dr M. Vasu, Trivandrum ; We are all
set to form a DV Readers Forum and a'so
taking steps to bring out a Malayalam
I wvill stand by you |_n your
struggle. :

G. D. Chamber, U:apar, Jullundar dt.
We are ready to render any service to DV

A. Naranaswamv, Bharat Electronics:
There are 4 major public.sec-
tor units here employing 70,000 people
of which 9,000 are dalits. But. they are

~divided between 4 trade unions - INTUC,

AITUC, CITU, HMS. These unions use

~ our people as servants without giving

them any key position in the unions. I
lost my increment for participating in a

~strike in which | led the procession as:

diret_:t_ed by the union. But the union did
not stand by me. Dalits are badly let

 down by the unions also because these

o ment and union.

unions are also headed by high caste men.
In discriminating aqamsi dalits both the_
management and unions are one. s
a time it is this union office-bearers who
instigate the management to take action
against dalits. In HAL, Meshram had to
suffer at the hdnds of both the manage-
He is now transferred

to the'_l{anpur unit. | call upon dalits in

~ all industries to form. their own trade

As’a college —

unions. .
: Asqhar&!r Enaineer, Bombay We are
reproduc'ng your editerial, 'Agcmy of

‘Being A Muslim’, in our Bohra Chron cle.

" Mrs Stella Faris, Bar galore : DV deser-
ves all praise for its bold editorials. "The
Agony of Being a Muslim,” and ° Three
Cheers to Andhra and Karnataka''; are very'
strukmg and bring to view the self-perpet-
uating dynastic attitude of the - Ruling

_Class under the shaliow gu:se of up-

O

{ifting the downtrodden.

Many
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Editorial [Contd. from page 2]

‘bedkar Era (21st century) begings we must

be ready to take over. We attach the
highest importance to this unity. And
through the DV we had been repeatedly
advocating this. Now that Maisaheb had
also blessed our move we could go with
greater speed. The response was no doubt
good. However, we must keep out the
politicians. including the Marxist brand.
We could make use of them. We had to

“be very careful about RSS and its agents

which were ever ready to thwart such a
unity. Beware | RSS had started worship-
ing’ Ambedkar. Maisaheb had agreed to
tour the Southern States to unite the per-
secuted sections. We hope our readers
and reps of these three sections would
offer concrete plans on this. The power-
ful Dravida Kazagham (Maisheb recalled
her meeting Periyar EVR at Madras when
Ambedkar was on way to Sri Lanka) could
invite Maisaheb to Madras and arrange a
joint meeting. of the dalits and OBCs.
Since the Tamil dalits were definite to
rally round her, the DK could make use of
her leadership to bring about a unity bet-
ween these two sections perpetually at
war with each other. Wherever Maisaheb
went, she was told that dalits were with-
out a leader. True. This was the position
in India as a whole. She had to fill up
this void. No doubt she was bit late. But
better late than never. Being a woman
she had the additional attraction to the
females — the daiits among the dalits. As
she was born in high caste (Saraswat
Brahmin from Konkan), the heartless Hin-
dus might not be as hostile to her as they
were to Ambedkar, an Untouchable. Plus
she had the advantage of being a non-

political figure. Being the wife of Anibed-

‘suppott.

kar she would command the same respect
as her late husband. Muslims & Christians
were ready to rally round her. The OBCs
would not lag behind if she took up their
cause through an agitation on Manda! Re-
port.  Already she had the powerful Dalit
Panthers to provide her the organisational
She had a razor-sharp mind and
every dualificatien to take the plunge.
South should be her battle ground. And
we assure her our most sincere support.
So we have all-round sunshine. She has
the right philosophy.Sincerity. Enthusiasm.
Dedication. Where there is will there is a
way. Money s a problem but we need not
worry where there is sincerity. Only thing is

" she had to go on tour, picking up honest,

committed youth, Stir up our stinking so-
cial setup & launch the class-caste struggle.
There might be some disunity among the
dalits but unity would come only when
there was a struggle. The still waters of

_ the social pool must be disturbed— deli-

beratly. Once the struggle begins, unity
will come automatically. Will Maisaheb
get ready and go ? J

: Read ;
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A must for all Tamilians, Ambedkarites,
Perivar followers, Dravidians, Marxists,
Muslims, Christians & OBCs
yearly. subscription : Rs. 10
Write to &

Dalit Sahitya Akademy,
No. 32- 4th st. Venkateshpuram,
New Colony, Madras-600 012
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REPUBLIC DAY OBSERVED AS BLACK DAY

Bangalore :

The Republic Day (Jan. 26) was observed as Black Day by thousands of

dalits & Muslims & others in Bangalore under the leadership of Maisaheb Ambedkar. She

attended the R. Day ceremony at the Sid-
dharta Nagar, a Tamil-speaking slum, the
biggest in Bangalore, and after walking
through the dirty bylanes she addressed a
public meeting wherein she waved the
black flag and gave a call to dalits, min-
orities and OBCs that the R. Day and
- “Independence’’ day should be always
observed as Black Day as over 80% popu-

lation of India is yet to attain freedom from-

the bondage of Aryan invaders. R. Elu-
mali, Dalit Cultural  Front convener from
* Madras, presided. Thousands of dalits
and Muslims, other oppressed sections who
gathered cheered her lustily as she held a
Black Flag and waved it before the huge
audience. She was garlanded by burga-
clad Muslim women. D. M. Thimmaraya-
ppa, convener of the Karnataka Dalit Ac-
tion Committee, A. Narayanaswmy, dalit
leader from Bharat Elctronics, also spoke
on the significance of observing R. Day as
Black Day and waved Black Flags. Later
Veeramani, general secretary of the Dra-
vida Kazagam, who came from,Madras met
Maisaheb and extended full support and
invited her to. TN. Elumalai also had a
separate meeting with her and she urged
him to organise the dalits of TN to come

- had a tremendous welcome.

under the banner of Dalit Panthers. On
Jan. 25, she visited Kolar Gold Fields and
The public
meeting that she addressed went late into
the night. She visited Ambedkar Medical

and Eﬁg. Colleges here. o
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