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A BLOODY NEW YEAR GIFT TO DALITS

The Naw Yaar broke on india with a “"bloody’ news, Coming events cast their shadows.
That 1982 began with a repeat performance of “hunting Harifans as rabbils™ at Sadhopur
in -'.r:ra'.inr Gandhi’s own home State of UFP even before the smell of Deoli evaporated con-
Ffirm the fears exprassad inour editorsl f Dec. 1-15), "Dalt Life Iy the Cheapest in India"";
Officially 2155 of UP populstion s Untouchsldes. We lisve no words fo dascrbe Lhe

heinous natute of the Sedhupur crime of
Dec. 31 in which 10 (official figure buf
ungfficidlly much highar) Jataw Uniguch-
ables, mostly women & children, werne
gunned down in a most well plannod bid
to_ silence B subdue the Untouchables.
Such ghastly murders withaut any mo'ive
axcapt casta prejudica can occur only in &
gocialy wimre the conscience has turned
into stang B man bacomes a brute  Whan
alsp wa gan say about the Hindue hounds,
describad by the govt &% "'dacoits’”, who
wisra naithar interasted in loot nor 0% 8x-
cept the blosd of the Unlouchables aven
if thay ware womeh and bables 7 This UP
Home Miniger is reparied ',El have said That
no casto fscior was involved in the Sodhiu-
pur muders. Nor dud the RS5S leader Vaj-
payes piter a visit 1o Sadhupur hind casie
irehind thase myrders. Being high caste
Hindue, they have 1o soy 6o 1o show 1o the
outside warld that Hindud are all miik
& honoy. If no caste prejudice was inval-
ved, why the “dacoils’" wanied to find oot
where tha Jatavs (Untouchables) lived and
shot anly Jatavs and noné-alse ¥ In tha
Deoli massacre aleo anly Jatavs ware tha

__victims and then also the govt & the po-

lice samd that there was no caste beshind
the murders. Does it not prove af lesst
now that the motive behingd these murdars

is aily caste and nothing else ¥ The IGF
is reported to have said that the “"dacoits”™
wanigd Lo iake revenge for the police ac-
tion against thém for the Decli killings.
Buf revenge aoamgt whom 7 If the Hindu
“dacpils”’ wantad to take revange on the

_ police they should have killed the police

and not the poor, unamied Jaiavs. What
dosg this “revangd’” ol the “decois™
chow ! The answer to thiz quosiion has

a very big lesson 1o the dalits of India I
the police on the ingtruction of the gowr,

werg o unwillingly and hali-heartedly take
action and punigh rthe Hindu ““dacoits™, the *

latter will become moré fTuriows an the Un-

touchables for complaining to the gowvt.
One murder will ba followead by more mor-
ders. “And this is what happensd a1 Sa-
dhupur on Dec. 31.~ What is the mplica-
thon # More dalit blood will be shed if the
govt decides to protect the dalits. Be.
caugs in the ceuntryside it Is the high ca-
ste Hindus that rule and not the gowi.
whose legisiations do not apply 1o these
Hindws, Can the govi. keep armed police,

guards in each B every dalit busti 7 Even

suppasing it does under palitical pressure,
wwhera is the guarantes that the police
withi its caste complexion baing what it is,

; will come 1o the détence of 1he dalits ¥, in

many cases police have proved 1o be the
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anemy no. 1 of the dalits.  Tha LUP CM
might nave once offered 10 resign on the
Deoli massecre of dalits and mal really
quit on its repeat performance a1 Sadhupur.

.. But gan any CM go on“resigning or <an

any IGP be dismissed for every mass murcer
of dalits in India ? How can an individuzl

be held responsible for's murder ‘that re-

sults from caste prejudice which is” bound
to rise with the riging dalit militancy ¥ The
Hindus will nevar tolerate dalits asserling
thair rights 1o Hve as human balngs. Whon
that is the case, will they give equal share?
That means, as we said (DV, Dec 1-15)

the countryeide, particularly the backward,

stinking Hindi heatland of Ingia, will soon
turn info & bloody bartefiald.  Itis just @
question of time, As the dalit awarensss
iz bound to rize, the Hindu registance 1%
bound to, reply with bullets. Democracy
& caste cannot cosyist. The Hindu doss

not balieva In compassion when it comes.

fo the question of killing the low castes,
particularly the dalits. Killing a dalit who
challenges his autharity is the dharma
{duty) of a Hindu, Has the Hindu a con-
science 7 So how can they expect the
Hindu rulers of India to weep over dalit
murdars. which are so normal ¢ Hes not
Hinduism perfected an ideology the! has
replaced violence ¢ What then is Lhe way
out of this all-parvading arkness in the
daiit life 7 How to save thae life, llttle pro-
perty and the honour of its women 7 Our
human rights graanisatio 's aré UNSONCET-
ned about dalits & minorivies. Hence we
wolld like 1o reiteraie whal we had sia-
ted earliar (DV-Dec 1-15) : That tha
vietims of such atrocities must quil their
village and migrate to saler aress in cites,
As the govt. will not be allowed to gi /& them
sacurity even If it wanis ta, they have no

+ other alternative but to migrate 1o safer

argas. Thargfore, we repeafl our appeal
Tgr migration and systematic shifticrg of
pasutation.  All those dalits who have
gang avar to citiés have assured us that
they have escaped the Hindu twranny.

" fully ‘armed for salf-protection

Such a migration B shifting of population
can't ba laft to the govi. Nor will 1t ba in-

terested in such & proposal. Rather we

expect all sorts of obstructions from the
ruling clags. Pending such a move, which
will have to ultimately résult in the carving
aut of aur own Dalitasian, dalits must gel
There is

no point in asking thi govt. 10 supply arms

" 1o oalits. How tan we expact the govt.

1o do this 7 The pecple of lhoia are not
ruled by the govt. but by the ruling class.
Even if Indira Gandhi herself regigns on
the Sadhupur carnage, tha ruling class wili

not change its heart. It is only those who'

have the heart can have a change of haare,
The Indian ruling cl3ss has no haart.
Theretors, we cafingt axpsct the [pdian
ruling slass to permit supply of armsto dalits.
Have woe over heard of killers sugplying
guns 10 viotims before thay come to shoot?
Karpoori Thakur govt's offorts to supply
arms was sabotaged by the ruling class
only becalise of this reason. So itis foo-
lish 10 ask govt. to supply ams ‘wvén if
Union Home Minister- Zail Singh makes
such a promize. They can® no . longér re-
mam unarmed, Because in 8 socaty wheéré
guns arg outlawid only gutlaws have the
gung  This is what is hagpening in ndia.
Dalils can get no I'I}ﬂrﬂ'g,l' Arom the ruling
clasa They have 1o fight & destioy it
Bul are they n_a position ¥ Ng, Dalita are
iha poorast & weskest in &very regpect,
fnmished. Of the 4.6 milion 5Csin UP, 3
mitlian live below the poverty line. The
gntirg  Hindu society & ranged  agaimsl
them. So fighting this anemy i no joke.
The very thought of fighting it will result
i the liguidation of 1he dalits, Lot of pre-
parations sre needad. We con cleaily fo-
resee the developing caste war. The co-
uniryside will sgon turn into @ batilefiald,
We zes clear signs of it. Therefore_ dalits
will hava 1o get set  Eveén if some among
them gay ihat they are not willing for the
war or ready far it, war will be forcedupon

: [Cont. on page 11])
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NONE TO EQUAL AMBEDKAR IN INDIA : PERIYAR E.V.R.

Self-regpect movement was born In India in 1925, It i not difficult 7o propagate
against religion and othar, discriminations in this country, particularly in Tamii Nadu because
such anti-religisus feslings have been sxisting here for & long time. ~ But that is not the
case in the North.  No one bathers about the discriminations and this low caste status in
tha Morth, People there used to think thet "Sudra” and ‘Panchama® are titles ke Diwan
Behadur and Rao Bahadur. i & very difricult tb create the fesling of self-respect there.

But even thars and that too as far back as
1827-28, Ambedkar had propagaied the

ideas of self-respact  He had even burnt

Rameyana at & conference in Masik, |
think the yearis 1930 when Ambedkar
declared that It was wrong on the part of

Uintouchables to remaln in Hinduism sincg

Hinduizm has made them as l.In'.-l:rl.IEhEll.JlBS-

And hence he demanded that they all st

embrace lslam and he also would become
a Muslim. People like Malaviya and
Vijaragavachariar gave telegrams request-
ing Ambedksr 10 reconsider his decision.
At that time | also gave a telegram 1o
Ambedkar. I that, | had regquestad him
that he'must not go alone and he must Take

atleast alakh of paople along with him 10,

the Islam religion. Then oaly Muslims will
give regpect | told him: “if you go
alone, no one will respect you and your
peopls, 50s will continue to be oppressed
Afrar becoming 8 Mushm, if you talk apout
the degrading aspects of Hinduism, some
may try to drown vour crusade by saying :
‘How can a Muslim talk about Hinduism 7
Kindly go ta Islam with at least a {akh of
paople and | promise tn_gi'u& you at least
game 10 or 20 thousand people (o follow
you'', Sossid my tslegram. Only sfter
that the Congress people came forward to
dn somaething for the benefit of the Adi
Dravida people and that too out of fear

for Ambedkar's move. By threatening
convérsion, Com. Ambadkar had done

immense good to the Adi Dravida pesople.
| sinceraly state thal Hindus were caught

.in a tight corner by Com. Jinnah and Com.

Ambedkar. They were abis to free them-
gelves from Com. Jinnah  But they could
not {ree themselves from Com  Ambedkar,

He is giving repeated biows te the Hihdus.
Alzo | would like 1o cite an examplé 19
prove the boldnese of Com. Ambedkar. In
Landon, {Ruund Table Conference) Gandh
stated : '" | have come 3s a representalive .
of Indian people’™, to which Ambedkar
sald: You are not the representatizo of our
communily'". Again Gandhisaid 1 hava
come as 8 representative of Indianpaophe.
Immeadiately Ambedkar declared @ " | am
saying far the tanth time that you are ‘not
our representative.  But unashamedly you
are repeating that you are Gur fepresent-
ative, you ara mis-using your “Mahatma’
title'*.  fiandhi sat down without urtering
g word  After that the Indian journels
siarted attacking Ambedkar vigouroush.
Byl he did not mind it | want {0 cite yet
annthar example of Ambedkar's boldness.
When he was 5 Minister he came to Mad-
ras ook In one of his meetings he dec-
tarad that Geeta was a fool's olabbering.
Yau all know about the popularity of
Gesta i this country. Fli_ghl from
Gendhi and Rajaji, high court judges arnd
the so-called sristocrats have taken it as a
duty to propagate the glory of Gesta. To
gxplain Geeta and translate Geeta info
English was sopposed to sarn high stauts

. and famein this country.  Ambedkar dec-

lared that ‘Geeta’ is & fool's blabbering. It
is vary bad if it is related to fools and  stil
warse If it a fool's blabbering. You all
ses who are the people affected by such
an atteck  Faor this the Brahmin journals
had no suitable reply to offer and instead
wrote :  “How can 8 parson gocupying the
post of & Minister talk like this 7 '". Since
they have no basis to refule his aftack,
they can. only respond like this. In the
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prasent day Dr. Ambedkar is saying that ha
will embrace Buddhism. In fact Buddhism
is a good philosophy. It came into exis-
tence only 1o fight Brahminism and is
culture. Buddhism condemns the caste
division, Vedas, Puranas and Idhikas as it
does not approve of these. Buddhism does
‘notworry about anything like ‘god’. In
the same manner, it has refited the exist-
ence ol Atma. As usual, many people
oppesed Ambedkar embracing Buddhism.
Cogversion te Buddhism will mol caosc as
much fear among Bralmins as comversion to
Islam.. Because the Brahmins succesded
in making Hinduism swallow Buddhism.
(Extract from & speech at Madras  on
13.5.-1952.)

Late Babassheb Dr. Ambedkar and my-
gell are not only great friends for a long
time but had identical views on many ma-
ttars. Mot only we concurrad on the abo-

lition of castes but also on Hindu religion,

Hindu Sastras, Hindu, gods, and devas.
Maoreaver ha was having equally forceful
and strong op nion on these mafters hika
ma. Dr. Ambedkar called ‘Geeta’ {adored
greatly by Brahming) ag fool's blabberings.
Like these, we had identical opinions o2 g0
many Mmattors. Independently wea hava
developed such identizal opinions. Whan
pochsinn Arose, Wwe gsed to adichangs our
opinians and idess. We atiended thia WWorld
Buddhist Conference in Burma. Ambadkas
sald : “"What Ramasamy, wihal can wa
achieve H we go onsimply talking ke this,
Come. Let us both embrace Buddhism' . |
replied : “"Alright, first you join. It may
not ba propar for me to join now. .| am
deeply engaged in the pronaganda for abo-
lishing caste in Tamil Nadu. | am breaking
the kdols of Hindu gods like Vimayska and
ARama, and burning their pictures. | am
slso explaiming to the people the harmful
| canngt oo such an
slfective propagsnda against Hinduism if
I join Buddhism. MNobody can restrain me
from doing these things as long as | con-

tinuz to be in Hinduiam. | will not have
this advantage if | am in some other reli.
gion, Tharefore | shpll continue 10 propa-
gate Buddhism from outside’’. | not anly
p:opagate the abolition of caste but also
its vary basis in religion. He also did Nike
this. Dr. Ambedkar embraced Buddhism
by taking oath that he would not wirship
gods like Rema and Krishna. 1 am also
eaying the same thing, At that time, rhi-
Hions of paople in our couniry burnt the
idols of Aamea and Vinayaks and broke the i
idols. The contents of the osth ware re-
cognised by us long bo'oro and wi had been
propagating them for a tong time. (Extracts
from & spesch ot Delhi, Pahar Gany,
15.2-1959)

Weo cannot cité 8 parson equal to Ambe-
dkar in India. | know him right trom the
year 1930 | am saving this for the past
30 years and not from today. He has pre-
ached those ideas which independenly
appaarad in our journal ‘Kudi Aresu’ (pea-
Ple's stater ! strted preising him os &
good friend of mine aven without mesting
him The downtrodden people of Tamil
Madu came to know of him enly ahier |
staried pralsing himin our "Kudl Sresu’, b
the beginning Dr. Ambedkar thought of
reforming  Hinduigm. Later ha cams (o
the conclugion thel it can not be melonmed
and hence must be demolished,  (Extracts
from a speech at Madras 29 5-1872) | ]

C.P.M. TURNS PRO-USSR

MNew De'hi: Evidemly, the central
leadership of the CPM has diluted its inde-
pendent stance in relation 1o the deologi-
cal positions of the two ruling Communist
parties in Russia and China  The CPM
leadership has now certamiby Lited comple -

_teiy in favour of the Soviel Union agasnst

China. This is sharply reflected n the
deaft polilical resolution asdopted by the
CPI{M)'s Central Commiitee 8t its meeting
in Delhi berween October 26 and 31 this

_year for tha 11th Parny Congress to be

held in Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh
from  January 26 to 31 next year,

~ {Statesman, Dec. 2.} |
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. HOUSING PROBLEM: A DALIT VIEWPOINT

(¥ .T.. RAJSHEKAR]
= Paper presented &t 8 seminar of the Indisgn Sratistical ingtiture, Bangalore,

on Sepf.

re,.- 1987} %

The wall-fed sections of tha society have discovered a new pastime to spend their ex-
cess leisure, variously described as seminar, symposium, round-teble and what not and
they have started any number of plaiforms to heve such a discussion ; Rotary club, Liens

Ciub, Tigers Club, Bisons Club, atc. which
ere &lso meant for soch. fruitless discuss-
iong.  We are mostly concerned with the
problems of the Untouchables, who are the
poorest of the poar in India—the =ocialiy
lowest and economically most deprived.
In what way the wall-fad ssctioins are in-
terested in the problems of the Wretched
of the Earth  What we thought was that

the discussion would be mostly about the -

problem of housing faced by the weli-fed.
A company executive fakes up a job in
‘Bangalore apd even if he & prepared to
pay Rs. 2,000 a month, he is not geiting a
housé. At every alite gathering of wamen,
vou will find the discussion .centering on
housing prnbjafn and the ‘‘servant pro-
blem’’. We, therefora, made it plain to the
organizers of today's discussion that we
are not interested in such problem faced
by the well-fed sections—crealing prob-
lems where there s none.  We are nol de-
nying tha fact that the rich of this country
ara also facing problems. In fact, they
face more problems than the poor.  This
is because those who create problems to
others will have to face more problems
themselves.” Wa told the organisars that
wa would not be interested in participat-
ing in a talk that would be interested In
solving artificialiy-created problems. The

* real problem of housing is faced not by the

rich wha invariably belang to the high-ca-
ste, but by the poorest of the poor, who
arg none other than the Untouchables and
ihe tribals.  The Wretched of the Earth al-
ways belong to the lowest casta in India.
It is only when we weare assured that the
discussion would embrace the slum-dwe-
ligrs alsgo, we agreed to participate on be-

half of the Karnataka Dalii Action Commi-
ttee.  \We visited the house of a frlend in
a Bangalore fashionabla localiy.  He tock
us o the balcony of his house and
showed us two huts right begidae his house
and =aid that ihese dirty eyasore huts hed
Sprung up only the pravious wesk "Look,
how these dirty people are spoiling the
bésuty of this place 7. Why vou  newspa-
parmen (| was then in the fndiar Express)
are not bothared sbout this problem ? The
Corporation and ihe police-shold not allow
these people to create 8 slum in Palace

Qrchards. " He said this with greal sinc-
erity ang fealing. - We can understand his .
indignation. Ve are sure that guite & nu-

mber of you would nave also felt the same
thing when a shanty house comes nexi. 1o
1,r:|"l:||' dooistep, spreading filth and noise all
round. Such a feeling of indignation Is
natural * But did you pondar over the ques-
tion—who creates slums 7 There is an-
other aspect to this prablam.  Our friend
falt that it was the duty of newspapers,
corporation and the police to prevent the
poor from encroaching upon tha pleasures
of tha rich. He is right, because these age-
nicies are meant to protect the rich.  That
is why he had taken thair support for gra-
nted. Why the poor and, particularly the
Lintouchables, are migrating o the cities
end creating new and niwer slums 7 We
don't want to enter into this subject as it
is not part of our brief. |n 1872, Banga-
lore had only 176 slums. In another ten
years the number will cross B00. This will
happen despite afforts of leaders like An-
tulay trying to drive out glum and pava-

ment-dwellers. The migration of the poor
and particularly the Untouchables  will



speed up in davs o come bacauss of the
increasing number of caste atrocities bet-
“waan the Hindus and the Untouchablas,
All these slums are inhabited by Untouch-
ables (over 75 per cent) snd Muslims.
And these two sections constilute the
poorest of the poor.  And that is why they
reside only in the slum. The numbar of
the poor is growling and that is why the

number of urban slums is also growing. ¢

Dharavi in Bombay, Asia’s biggest slum. is
mostly inhabited by Untouchables from
TN. An wiban slum i like 8 boil on your
body. The baoil comes bacause somothing
In wrang with your blood.  So thera 8 no
point in going on applving any amoaunt of
olntment to cure the boil. The medicine
m-.rumnm.rur cure the boid bul it may
come back. To get rid of the problem of
the boil you will heve to get your blood
purified. The same enalogy applies to
glums as well, The Government has psia-
blished Slum Impiovement and Develop-
mint Corporations. Mo progress has been
mede. On the other hand, new and newer
slurns are springing up daily. Why 7 Be:
cauge the Govt, ks only trying 1o cure the
boil but no effort ks made to purfy the
blood. It is like trying to cure the symp-
tom leaving the disease as it is, Slums
only prove that the health of the nation is
very bad, critical. There is no point in slum
improvement or developmant as long as
the nation ifzelids gick, We are a sick na-
tion with a bad blood running thiough our
viaing, That is why, slums spring up all
ovar like the boil on the body. It i very
simple. [t dogs not need a Social scientist
or & housing expert to (el this

China becama indendent two years after
Indea We had an oocision 1o 1our that
couniry as the leader of a goodwill delega-
tion in 1980. Wa did not find a single slum
aven in Shanghal which is the world's hi-
ghast populated cliy. Everybody is housed.
There are no slums in China. Mor are thers
ta-bed room bungalows. - To easch acc-
ofdiny 10 his needs and from sach accord-

. 1he isue seriously.

ing to his ebility. China is socialisl, We
are feudal. The politicians particularly
thoas belonging 1o the ruling party like
slurns and want it 10 continue because. in
these slums resida thelr 'r:haapﬁ1 viote
bank. Wil anybody kill-the goose that lays
the golden egg ? Anatherd resson why the
Untouchables -and Muslima prefer slums,
bacause they do not get houses outside.
Hindug do not give houses to thesy two
sociions, The Karnaiske Dalit Action Co-
mmiites is daily getting complaintg from
Uniouchables facing problem of awviction

" aftar their caste |;Hll"l'!'if'p" iz discovared by

tha landiords, So the problem of the slums,
which in turn is nothing but a pan of the
cily's housing problem, is closely linked
wilh the problem ol untouchabdity which
is part of the Hindu caste syjiem. We
cannot solve the problem of siums alone
without solving the problem of untoucha-
bility and caste svitam  One is linked to
the other.  However, & beginning can be
mada i all the-enlightened citizens lake up
The best mothod of
making & big break-through is by cot for
ring ownership rights gn those tena is
who have been occupying a house conti-
nuously for-six years. To enable such a
magsure which s on the lines nf}hu “Land
to the Tiker and House to the Dweler.
tha Government may be Forced 1o bring an
Orelinance staying all current svicion Fio-
ceading in the courts  ¥We had an octes-
ion to preside oves such a conferenca of
“*Houze to the Dweller " in Bangalors three
yeirs back and the conference was -8 big
SUCCARE i D
ANNOUNCEMENT
We regret to note that some friends
have not remitted their yearly subscri-
prion of RE. V0. We are bringing out
the iournal with great difficulry.  Wa
ni¢ad your halp,  Subscription may ba
sent 10 the DSA “address given on
page 12rx
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Letters to Editor

Dr. 5_8. Maran, Periyar Hospital, Raja-
palayam, TM : DV has inspired us, Artl-
clas are sxcellent & gives a real approach
to the problem of caste.  Kindly get more
involved in the Dravida Kazhagsm move-
mant. We dalits are happy that OV articles
& your speeches are being publshed in

DK papers., | see a future for the poor
dalita through DV. FPlesss go ahead We
aré with you.

Mohinder Paul, Patala: Wa sincersly
apprecialé your siforts 1o rouse the revol-

utionary zeal of dalits through DV, the -

voice of the persecuted minorities yearning
ftor revolultlon.  We eagerly wait for
every issui of DV, |

Dr 5.M. Qudri, Hyderabad : We appra-
. Crate the straight-forwardness & the bold-
ness with which you champion the cause
of the dalits & persecuted minorities, &
pray for the circulation of DV, throughout
the length & breadth of India.

Alec Walker, Whitefield, Bangalore :
The sub-title of DV siaies that it is the *"Vo-
iga of the parsecy’ed minorities™” & | symp-
athise with thoge who are pergecuted
whmuer thay may be. Wishing the “"Voids'
10 be hesrd, 50 thai di.wl:nmmat-nns will
gradually disappear

Fr. Peter Lewks, Shrine of the Infant Jw-
sus, Masik | | congratulate you for your
boldness in speaking aut tha truth

fihabani Shankar ¢ bandel, Rourkela The
DV writirrgs are revelutbonay It will &n-
courage our miellectudl and academic pur-
BUiT.  Keap it up i

Z lilanl, sdvocate, Lucknow : | was
teally moved on the boldness that you
have shown in your editorial, ““Dalit Life is
the cheapest in India’', (DV no. 4). Our
felicitations. }

Dr. 5. Shankar Raju -MNaide, Retd. Head of
dept. of Hindi, Madras University, Madrae:
DV deserves to be read by all right-think-
ing people. It is so timely & touching.

5, Mohan Das, Ambedkar People's Ma-

b

ndram. Magercoil, TN : We are happy thal

'OV is coming up very well. Wae will try our
best to spréad its message hare.

M. C. Ashamella, Bombay :  We dalits
here like DV & the books published by the
Dalit Sahitya Akademy. They give usa
clear picture of the Indian society. | like
the palicy of the DV and the theory it pro-
pogates

“Ganesh Prasad, EEET Ry. Emp. MAssn
Jhangi, UP :  Sohappy 1o know that DV,

- DSA & the Dalit Action Committes is doing

a ot for awakening the dalite;

P. 5. Mane, Ambamath, Mahdrashira :
Dalit organisations in UK, US, Cansda &
othed countries can do & lot for vs, One
reason for the plipht of dalits here is thelr
fotal depéndence on oiher Hindu co-
mmunities.  We have lost everyifing bg-
cause we are denied education. We sre
approssed in every fleld, Unlogs we stand
on our own, dalils will not get self-respect.
The education system heave-though q:mrl' (]
all on paper, is 8 well organised cONspi-
racy, Chriatisins have educated dalitg
only o increase the number of Christiang,
Hence 10 educate dalits, they need thgir
own methods hased on the teachings of
Ambedkar. Though | am M. Com. & emplo-
yved | am worried that | am nol sble o -
elevate my peopla. Therefors, dalita living
abroad can help us a lot by solecting fight
type of dalits for higher education or good
jnhs for ArE_» years only, train them well on
the rovolutionary .teachings of Ambedkar
& sand them back to fulfill thoir dutles 1o-
wards thair less forfunate brothers. We
expact encouraging response from our fo-
reign-based dalit organisations.

M. C. Das, Néw Dalhi : What are your

, VIBWE on conversions 1o Islam in TH which

mada. the Hindu acharyas & leaders run
there to woo the converts back to Hindy
fold (10 be re-christined as Uniouchables
of course) and recent reconversions from

L



Chrigtianity in Kamataka., & wheither you
have any solution 1o this problam, 7

M. Kumarao, Magpor: Your theory of
coaste war is being studied by us sercusly.
A discusgion is arranged with some locs)
CPI-CPM comrades to undarsiand if there

l# any damarcation belween cagle and

class struggle | Important items appearing
in DV should be translated and leaflatted by
dalitg in different parts of India & sold at
10 paise a copy,

Amarjit Singh, London :
in full agreement. We in UK ¢an help po-
pularise dalit struggle. | believe that only
the dalis are capable of igniting the
flame of Indian Inguitab. Marx in the
context of India ¢can only be developed by
people who need him most le: dalits.

P. A. Augustine, Khagul, Bihar : Re.

cently | toured TN & found dali's can never
got justice at the hands of the police. This

is proved from an incident ot Tomaipuram
village in north.east ‘Ramnad dt. Dalits

there were assaulied by Hin: 'us because
thay refused 1o do menial job. Repeated
assaults followed., Despite complaint 10
tha police & other ll.lﬂ'll:lrrtlali:lalll:i; did not
get any justice,

P. . Ambikapaihy, Haagal re : | have
sven real journalism only in DV Congratu-
latians to vour edilorial on the OB s (DV.
Ma, B) which has demolished ﬂ'lli pride of
the OBCs.

K. Rajo, Pallikonda TN : Congraiu-
lations for your atlorts an unr_l'rlg. daiiis £

OBCs. It was Parivar EVR who fought
throughout his life for this, DK general
gacratary Vaaramani is following the ugry

aama path. [t s only in TN thay daliis &
OBCs aie joining hands.
R. Elumsulai, comvenar, SC[S5T Emp,

Coardinatlon Council, Madras: The editoral

of the Bih izzue of DV, 7 "Can Untauchability  «

Bo Removed ¢°' was excellent.  Every adi-
torial is certainly differant from the other
but this one on untouchabiity s timety,

Because many of the reeders, particularly,
those who have a different notion, would

clearly undérsiand the concept of unbear-
able paing of this disease. & conclus=
ions are wonderful, ; [ 0

Our ifeas ara "

UNESCO HONOUR FOR

RRAHMINISM BOOK

{Yoichi Mitsuhashi, Tokyo,)

A great news comes 1o us from France.
The dalit movemant g'ul a good iriend there.
Congratulations ! Ms. Yumi Tsuji. a lady
member in our group, had sent the photo- .
copies of the Dalit Sahitya Akademy publi.
cation, Srahminism, and Class-Ceste Sir-
uggle to soms French leftisis  Leon Polk
akoy wrote her that he was much impres=s-
ed with Srahminizm, We are going to
send othar DSA publications shortly. Acc-
ording to Ms. Yumi Tsuji. he calls the au-
thor a brilliant Marxist and regards. *"Bra-
hminism'® s 8 splendid work, He is wri-
ting & bbok ({in French) by the demand of
UMNESCD ond he is going to cite the " Bra-
hminism® _in the conclusion of the book.
We encloge Yumi's lattér Uhrowang mone
light on the subject, Paliskov finds & good
friend in the sithor inthewaragalnstracism,
We are happy to learn that the dalits are
winnirg & wictory in France, We are proud
:.::_r hava introduced the DSA publication to

m -

Yumi Teujl writes ;| have the plessura
of writing you for the fist time. | have
read with great interest, the D5A books
and the Dalit Voice 100. . | have sant the

. pholocopy of the Srafvminism (ihe Curss

of India) to Leon Paliakov, a French hisin-
rlan and greal theorstician of antiraciem,
who lves in Paris (bor 1910). He is vary
impressed by wour work, He occupies
himsell with the problems of raciem (in
particular anti-semitism and Nazism) . His
principal works are “‘le Mythe Aryen'
{translatad in English under the title of
“The Aryan Myih'') and The History of
anti-Semifism.  Even today, anti-semilism
is one of the biggest problems in Europe
{in Soviet Union, 1o0). Do you know re-
cently somé Jewish quartars :-n Paris weie
attacked by fasciste and 2-300 000 poople

dermonstroted against this ¥ Polizkov “says
in his lettér that he is going to cite a part of
your work in the book ha is writing now
by the demand of the UNESCD, | hope
vour movement will be kngwn more widaly
(Brahrinism, by V. 1. Rajshakar, Publizh-

ed by the Dalit Sahitya Akademy, 19B1--
Re. 3). 0

-
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CALCUTTA DALITS HaAIL
*DALIT VOICE

(N. 8. Sikdar, Viee-Chairman, AN-India
SCIST, Backward Classes Emp. Coordi-
-nation Councll, Calcutia)

Calcutia : We are very much impressad
with the Dalit. Voice. Practically we wait
for the next issue of vour journal afier go-
Ing through the current one as the articles
i it eRooUrsge Us in our day-to-dey work
and writings.  Being inspired by DV we
hawva slso slaned publishing & jourmal from
our organizeiion and it has besn named
aftar our founder-chairman, late Saniosh
Kumar Mallick.  Santosh is 8 monthiy
journal published on 1st of aach month in
English, Bangali and expaected in Hindi also.
Our Council cheirman M. N. Misui is

- also very much sncouraged o go- through
the articles of Dalit Vosce. 11 gives us
lot of information and immenss - joy  We
wiant 10 have a detailed articls on the phi-
losophy of DK and DMK, & glimpse of
which wé hava already acguired from  the
articles of Earvoanidhi in Sunday. Wa
want furthér deladed informasion regarding
the philgsophy of the DK Further, we
like to have exchange of vieas and news
batwsan South and Yorth pardiculardy am-
ong the Dalits through the Delf Vorce as
wall as our SANTOSH Ploase permit-us
to re-write, trafislate any arficies or port.
iong from your journal tocbe tranglated iro
Bangali in our journal. This will perhaps
axchangs our thoughfs babweesn Morth
and South, Ambedkar philosophy as” well
as daln philosophy is & vast subject and it
requiras 1o be published elaborately amon-
g3t our pecple in India to establish the rl-
- ghts of the dalits on the Indian soil. « We
want that the views of Dalit Volee as well
as that of Sanfosh be spread all over India.
Wi shall be very glad 1o exchange our
views sitting face 1o face. . We are proud
of OV popularity among dalite and minori-
fies. ] ]

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
FOR DALIT VOICE

‘Annual : Rs. 10

« India: Single copy :  0-50 Pakse
Europe & M. and 5. Ambrica @ 128
Agia t 108
_ Bangla Dezh : Rs. 1B
- Pakistan and Sri Lanks : Rs 70

Subseriplion may be paid through MO
Outstation chegues must includse bank
COmmiSSon.

NEWS - STAND SALF

Arrangamants E.TE being made for sale of
Vaice in State capitals and other cantras,
Naws-agents may write for particulars

of commission, sic.

Prome @ 33854
Dalit Sehitva Akademy,
108 Teh erass, P.L Qrehards,
Bargalore-560 003, india

Subscribe 10 ;
SANTOSH
Maonthly journal in Bangali of the
All-India SC/ST BC Employoas
Coordination Council
309 B. B. Ganguly St.
Calcutta- 100 812,

Subscribe to Monthly Journal of the
BAMCEF

THE OPPRESSED INDIAN
Spokesman of the oppressed & the exploited
: Subscription - Rates

Single Copy Re. 1
Hall Yearly Ri. G
Yearly As. 12




MASS PROMOTIONS :

10

THE GUJARAT

HORROR STORY

(R S. Salil, Ahmedsbad)

Parhaps one of the most hackneyed topics in india today would be the ills of our sdu_
cation syvstem, Hardly & day passes without newspaper headlines screaming about

student unrest and violence on campus.

The inherent weakness of the education system

repeatedly manifests itself in different foims accompanied by the proverbial lamentation

about thé ‘“falling academic standards’".
of Gujarat would ba seen as just another
student aberration, A closer analygis,

however, would reveal the deepar impli-

cationg of the controversy that continues
1o plague the Siate., The roois of the
mass promotion weus can ba direcily tra-
ced back to the anti-reservalion stir that
rocked Gujarat in sarty 1881, What bagan
8% & tiny spark at the B J Medscal Col-
lege on Dec, 29, 19B0 gF:ﬂunmd into &
miighty inferno questioning the validity of
the constitutional ressrvations te 5Cs
Tha entire State was parlysed and all acli-
vities disruptad. MNormal life was crippled
as tha city of Ahmedabsd cama 1o a grind-
ing h:Jt. The Gujeral University was not
spared. —~The anti- résorvation  agitatkon
was intensitea after Jan, 7. 1981 and car-
ried on for 3 months. In the normal
coursa, the curricular reguirements woulkd
be completed by mid-February, in time for
the pralimmary @xaminations at the and ol

Feb. The anti-reservation agitation upset

, the entire schedule of the Gujarat Univer-
gity.,  Morsowver, the 1ense “aimosphens
and the inability 10 conduct classes pul a
big question mark on whaether the final
examinations could ba held af all. To.
wards the and of March, as the anti-reser-
wvalion stir, bagan 1o lose its tempo and life
in the city was hmping back 1o normalcy,
the question of conducting the annuasl
exams in schools and colleges of the State
aross. The anti-reservation stir was with-
drawn on April 13, 1981, Bul demands
for postponament of exams and aven for
rriass _pmnmliqn gradually gathered

L3

In the: light of this; the mass promotiong issus

mamenturn, At this point the Unlversing

‘ssamed very firm about conducling exams.

M. N. Desai, the acting Vice-Chancelior,
braved severs pressures from the students.
M. 5. University, Baroda, and the Bhavna-
gar University had ‘slresdy granted mass
promotions. June 12, 1381 saw the
VE finally crumbling wundar the pressure
and declaring mass promotions.  lrondcsliy
tha protagonists of Mass promalions wars
the wvery same people whe had earlier
vahemantly opposed reservations, -The
custodigns of “‘'marit’ had suddanly done
an abrupt volte face. This raises several
doubis about the nature and composition
of tha mass promotionists. This wouid
raquire & pesp into the corridors ol the
Guj Uniw. which has been a hotbed of
politics  since itz Incention  in 1943

-Thare ware two diamerically opposing

tactions wwing for control at tha Univ-the
gwl. or the l:‘nng. (ll-backad Guj. Uniy.
Arga Toachers Assn. {GUATA) an the one
hand, and the RSS-backed GUTA and
Adhvapak Sangh on the other.  The stu-
denis unions wers 10tally controlled by this
ABYP (R53). Aftar the antl-reservaton
agiation seamed 10 paler oul the upper
castes desparately needad another stick o

beat the Government. The mass pomo-
tion issue came as 8 handy weapon. Bit
ier memories of tha 1974 MNavnirman agi-
tation spearheaded by the studerts which
unseated the powarful Chimanbhai M-
stiy continued to haunt the present
Government. M. N. Desal with known
RSS connections along with tha ABVP
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" thing to 'do with academlics at all,

played a diabolical role. ~ While
condémning mass promotions in the open,
they worked surreptitiously for the sams,
This was followad by the challenging of
the VC's order in the High Court by four
post-graduate -students. And the subs-
equent quashing of the mass promotions
by difecting the Univ. to hold mass promo-
tions. In the maanwhile, the new Vi Prof.

" Shastrl, the e -president of the GUATA, 1ook

over. Sheasiri’s sppeatsd 1o the Suprame
Court adds a new dimension 1o the whole
problem. And the aniife maller now Onoe
again hangs in the balance, putting the
fate. of 62,000 students In susporse
Looking back onthe entire episcde One
wonders whathar the problem had any-
Tha
manner in which students ars manpulated
liké puppets in the. hands of polificians
leaves much o ba desived. The artitude
of the upper castes fighting for mass
promotions makes a mockery of their
demand for scrapping ol reservationg in
the name of “merit”’. Above all, what
sténds expo:ed at the end of the story is
the’ pa'rhm;n ecamination - ariented pdu-
catlon system The unconcested anthu-
glaam with which the student community
opted for mass promolions is a sad
commaniarny on lh-u- mcrgdsing irmelevance
of our educalion Systen L]

0.B.C MEET AT MADRAS

Madras :  All-india Backward Classes
Employees Conference . will be held hera
on February, 13.14.  Thae working commi-
itas of the TH unit of the Backward Clegses
Fade-ation met hers mecently, Dr G.
Venkatachalam, chaisman, reception
commities, presiding, Suba Sestharaman,
sacratary, All-india Fedarstion, welconmed
Siva liango, president. TN. Govi. Offici.
als Union, explained the importance of the

conference. Those intareated may con-
wact : Mo, 4 Neeli Veeraswamy 3T
Madras-600005. : W

1

Bloody Mew year Gifl IEditarial)
[Contd, from Page 2]

thed willv-niily  They will be bludgeoned
to death.  Inthe name of law & order,

non-violerce, unity of India, saving Hi-

ndutsm & Dharma, dalits will be shot down.

"The govt & the police will be simply help-
less when the caste war begins. We have
the precedents gf Marsthwada, Gujarat
“and the Bihar caste wars, So the dalits wall
have 1o get ready. Even if some amang
tham assure the Enemy that they will be
their most oboedient slaves, " good Hindus,™
thay witl ot ha aoared,  Remeamber thes :
wial will be forced vpon tham, Because
the ruling class is "turning more & more
aggressive, Iascist. It has 10w Tascist,
Thal is*the only way 10 save iis property
& casg privilenes by establishing @ class-
cogiag dictatorship in lndip, Therelors, da-
lits wrill have 1o get themselves srmed foe
goif- protection. Mol 10 hatm others but to
sgava their life, little proparty B the honour
af thar waman
a day than linger as wormas & cockroaches
igr 100 years.  But dalits baing in & ming-
rity in ali villages, they have to first id-
afitify 1heir natural allies and sesk thaic
ll'lﬁldsl*"ill. Thair natural allkés are none

giher than the other parsecuted minonies .

whose Enemy iz aiso the same. 0BCs
newd to be educated, All those who are
fightuing this commen Enemy must join ha-
_nds. Remember, wa aré lacing no ordinary
Engmy. It i this Engmy from whose ideo-
logy the philosophers of Fascism have per-
fecied their thoughis = Therefore, our
Enemy i= indeed the Father of Fascism. It

is nat only our Enemy but the Enemy of :

ihe a~tire humar ity. We have to Impress
this 1o our fnends ourside theworld B seek

their help &8 well. International Grgani-

sations, Marxieie, Blscks will have fo be
approached, - It is, thersfore, has 1o be

aglobal war on the Indize fascists not only

1o gave its daliie and the perseculed ming-
rities but the world as a whole. Towards,

thig, as Dr. Ambedkar said, et us Educate,
Organise and Agitate. And get raady for

tha war, Tully armad for lh1_f—|:n-nlirl:ﬂnn. i

Batter live in honour for



HDW GANDHI HAHHED D B f..s ?

AK. Dhonasekbaran, Bangalore)
We are cartain that the recommandatiods of the Mandal Cummnmn in favour of reger-
valions for the backward classes fn [he Union Government”™s services will go the way of
the Kakas Kalelkar report. It is said that Gandhi foughe for an undivided fndie and had

tried to avart partition.  But when Gandhi
and Jinnah had held pardeye in order to
@vert panition, Jinnah had put up o ress-
oneble demand for reservation of poats in
govt. sarvices for the Muslims consistent
with their populations. He wanted mini-
mum qualifications 1o be fixed for the
posts. And if posts couid not be filled up
aven then, such posis could bea transierred
to the general pool, Gandhl whe was
under the épell of the uppel castes, rejec-
ted thiz damand and harped on the discre=-
dited merit theary, Chief Minister M .G R
of TN also haips upon the merit theory
being under the spell of the upper
castes. But strangely he claims 1o be the
chiid of the Dravidian movement which

was 8 plonesr in casie-based reservalions
It iz really & pity thai some of the leadmg
luminaries of the self reaspect movemsnt
are still backing his party which should ba
rightfully renamed as - 'Akile Bharathiya
Acharvavals' Arva Munnatra Sabha’,  Tha
real reason for Gandhi's (wining down
Jinnah's plea was that if this reservelion”
concepl wasaccepledthenit wouldnave lisd
to ba axtended 1o OBCs. The upper casles
had realised the danger involvadin canced-
ing such a demand, This uitimately résulted
inpartition, |t g, therefore, nol correct 10
say that Gandhi wanied 1o avert partitiom at
any cost. I only the demand For the reseiv-
ationfor Muslims in services had bean con-
caded. partition could have bean averted.[”

AMBEDKAR STATUE
BEHEADED
The statue of Dr. Ambedkar installed in

the Shikarpuf town, 20 km from Buland-
shahar, was found beheadad by soma un-

_identified miscreants last Week. and reports

recatved g0 Jan, & said. . The peools of
the towen latar toak oul a sdeal procession
to register thair, protest against the inci-

dent  (Indian Exoress Jan. 6) 0

TOFFICER EMBRACES ISLAM
NAGPUR : A 52-yesr-old top-ranking

- Harijan official of the Manarashies Govi.

has been converted to Islam  Vitlalrao
Wankhede, Supenntending Enginesr - of
the lrrigation Deparimant, became Vazir

Wankhede on the birth anniversary of Pro-
phet Mohammed on Jan, 8  He was initi-
ated into [glam by Mufti Abdul Kadic at a
ceramany at tha Arobia lslamia’s Inmtuu
heare. fDecean Herald, Jan. 11)

CASTE CLASHES IN KERJLJ

TRIVANDRU A Six houses waie sal
an fire and crackers wede thrown inte two
ather houses ar Poonkulam an the wake
of cfashes botwesn members of twa gom-
munities Al the houses belonged to Hari-
jens. - Police said that- about 60 people
belonging to another backward community
came in groups and set fire 1o the houses.
Two personsg have been arresied, (Deccan
Herald Jan. 5) : 0O
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