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WHO IS GAGGING THE PRESS IN INDIA ?

The Sept. 3 unprecedented country-wide strike by journalists that closed all
newspapers for the day is supposed to hightlight the ““¢urbs on the freedom
of the press” in Bihar ete. Opposition parties have even accused Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi of gagging the pongibility on the basis of our oxperience
press. While we support this struggle for of working in India’s biggest English daily
freedom of the press and every other stru- néwspapers in dilferent parts of the coun-
gole for justice we want 10 know from try for over 20 years. What we have in
our fellow journalists if they are above India is not ““freadom of the press™ but
board. Do they sinceraly stand lor free- the freedom of its owners and the high
dom of the press ¥ When the editors and caste journalists who write in it. ¥We hove
other joumalists shoul fiom housetop that many glaring cases 1o prove ow point but
it is tha govt. that is curbing the freedom hare wa cite the latest and the most im-
of the press, does it notl pre-suppose that portant from our angle. And that too a
earlier the Indian press was free and it is cass that happendéd right under the nose
tha govt. that is now gagging the press 7 of tha top brass of the Indian press right
What we ask our comrades inthe press in Washington,” the capital of the world.”
i% : Is the press in India really free ? Is This very sama " national press’” of India
thare anything like ""fresdom of the press’” which went out of the way to give the
in India ¥ We say India never had a Tree widest coverage 10 Indira Gandhi's recent
press. We am saying this with full rég- visit to US, with senlor comespondents

Poona Pact Day : Dalits along with parseculed minoties ol over Indis & sbrosd
arg requasied fto observe Sepl. 24 a5 the Poona Pact Day— signed over 50 years ago st
Poona under the compulsion of a coercive fast by Gandhi and resulting in the existing
slavery of India’s Untouchables crushed by religion & law. Ambedkar under threat signed
the Poona Pact with Mindu leaders only to save the life of Gandhi but called it as »
“declaration of war by Gandhi & the Congress sgeinst the Untouchables”. BAMCEF
will lasunch agitation on this dey from Poona itself. CDO iz observing it a3 8 Bleck Day
In Kwrals. Karnataka Dalit Action Commites, Oalit Cultural Front, Madraz, Dalit Panth-
s have given separate calfls. (Read Ambediar's beok, Poona Pact. Bheem Fatrika
Publications, Nakodar Road, Jullundur, 144 003, India). O
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spacially taken from Delhi describing every
minor esvent with the minutest detail, was
careful enough to completely blackout
what the world press considersd a major
event : the protest demonstration of the
Indian Untouchables settled in America on
July 29 as she was inside the White
Housa. Dr. Laxmi Berwa, president of the
VISION (Voluntelers in Service to India’s
Oppressed & Neglected), Clinton, Mary-
land, US, with members of the Ambedkar
Mission, Canada. Guru Ravidas Sabha.
San Josa, California, staged the first-ever
White House protest demonstration of In-
dian Untouchables. He asked us to bring
this histaric event to the notice of Indians
as the entire press deliberately suppressed
this news. Dalit comrades livirg in UK
ato., & our foreign friends who alter find-
ing the reports in the world press but its
total blackout in India, have alse written
to us expressing their serious concérm over
the behaviour of the Indien "‘national
press’’. A press that is so engry owver
cenzorship in Bihar etc hes imposed self-
cansorship when it concemns Untouch-
ahles. Therefora, we are least surprised by
the behaviour of the Indian press on this
Washington protest demonstration. We
have no reason to believe that the govt.
has banned the publication of this news,
If there has been any ban it should have
applied equally to the earlier UNI news
item about "'PM Snubs Indian Dalits' [ DV
no. 22} carried by the Staresman. Baming
this one newspaper, the entire " national
press” did not publish even this report.
Therefore, if any report of the protest had
been sent 1o India at least the Statesman
would have published it.  Are we 1o 5us-
pect this news was suppressed at Wash-
ington itself by the Indian pressmen?

Howevear, we are happy that the American
and the world press gave the widest cove-
rage realising the importance of the event,
The prestigious Washingfon Posi [July
30)carried a threé- co'umn picture of Indian
Untouchabies’ demonstration, captioned :
"Indians from Toronto joln In the Untow-
chable caste protest outside White House
where PM Inoira Gandhi was mesting the
Pregident”. The three-column report under
the heading, "'Indian Casta Aims Protest
at Gandhi'’, by Carlyle Murphy, its staff re-
porter, said Laxmi Berwa, a famous phy-
gician-specialist, who is an Untouchable,
wrote 8 letter to Mrz. Gandhi asku’nq to
meet her but she chided him and refusing
to meet the delegation of Indian Untouch-
gbles. ""Yesterdey moming Berwa and
about 20 other Indian immigrants gathered
outside the White House while Gandhl
met inside with President Regem. Like
Borwa, the protestors wers members of
the Untouchab's caste, the lowest rung
in Indian society, They were there to
regizter their disspproval of what they ses
as Gandhi govt's indifference towards the
caste’”, The report then goes on to say
that the Indian Apartheid, which is more
sarlous than ewen the Black problem, is
“endorsed by religious precepts of Hindu-
ism™. The report quotes & spokesmen of
the Indian Embassy in Washingion trying
o whitewash the whole thing by saving
that even the Indien Ambessador im US,
Koecheril Narayvanan, is from the Untouch-
able caste, So what 7 we have so many
"‘Company Megroes’. Virendra K. Chaudhry,
a Mew York engineer of the Urtowchzble
caste, dismissed this defence as an aye-
wash, says the report. Tha Aew York
Fost (July 28) also reported the ewvent

(Cont. on page 11)
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THE REAL FACE OF R.S.S. & B.J.P.

(M. Chalapati Rau, ex-editor, National Herald)

R5E was founded In 1525 by Dr. Hedgewar, once & Congressman, The RES, sz i wag
soon [0 be populerly known, wii gaid to have ltg constitulion, bul ane of The mein
charpes ageinst the R5S has been that the constitution hag never been published. As it

is known now it hes many undemocratic
features, and the most undemocratic one
i that the leader is suprems and that he
norrinates his syccossor. After the murder
of Gandhi snd Godso's a!leged connection
with the RSS, the organisation was ban-
néd. When the ban was lilted. the RSS
wai supposed to have & néw constitution
wh'ch was claamed dubiously to have
beon tha old one. It was associated with
communalism in the situvation following
Partitlion and with the increasing rola it
played openly and buhind the scenes. This
impiession has boen strengthend by its
objective of Hindu Rashtra. The ellont
now 19 ghve it the name of Bharatiya cul-

ture has not removed apprehensions among,
Muslims and other minarities. Even with

tha constitutional teem, “India that is
Bharat’", Bharatiya colture, is suspect 10
be Hindu culture. and Hindu hat now a
communal connotation, though the word
cama from Sindhu. 8 namé given 1o the
land of the Indus by 1he Greeks and other
foreigners. Thore ate other charges against
the RSS. It considers the salfron coloured
fiag of the Poshwas ag the national fleg.
that its isaders mainly come from Pune &
Magpur, that it believes in Verneshramas
Dharma whils daluding dalits & adivasis,
that it was apologetic about tha Emirge-
ncy. thal the RSS can be considerad fas-
cist because of its conatitution, ita Fauhrer
principle, and its racord. Several of the
communal riots continue to ba sttributed
to it by its opponents. J.5. (now BJP)

was started by Dr. Shyam Prasad Mukhe-
rieo, earlier of the Hindy Mahassbha, 83 a
secular party opposed 1o the Congress.
But it boceme identilisd with the RSS
soon after this desth and for a long time
the association was close and undisputed,
The JS néeds the organisation of the RSS
especially for elections. and whatevor the
sxplanstions. they memain clotely inber-
linked. ,If there are differances. they may
be over the domination by loaders from
Maharashtrs and over the constitution of
the RSS5. BJP phencmanon was sssenti-
ally & product of tha Parition,  Whatewar
the mesponsibility of fanatiam for tha
murder of Gandhi and for the' communal
killings, it #xists a8 & force sgainst secus
larlem, occassionally assuming the attiiuds
of flighting against over-secularism. THE
TWO NATION THEOQORY : if the RSS Is
still opposed to a state of the conception
of Gandhi and Mehru and doos not accept
that, in spite of Partition, India’s cplture
is composite, it can bo considered 8 dan-
per 10 the unity of Indian society. based
on many diversities. T cannol yet ba
easily decided whather Hindu communa-
lism or Muslim communalism was more
responsible for Ihe distrust betwesn the
two major communitios & the subsequent
developments leading to the Partition and
the orgies of communal violence: But it
has to be admitted that majority commu-
nalism i3 the greater danger and that it is
for the majority community to take the in-
tiative to create confidenca in the minority



communities. Whatever appeal the RS5-
Jana Sangh had to the Hindu mind after
Partition, particularly in combating the
Two - Matlon Theony, cannot be said to
have bean wholly lost. The Constitution
contains many guarantees for the minority
communities which have multiplied in
various fields and are breeding a sense of
grievance among Hindus who, divided into
verious communities like dalits and back-
ward communities, are nursing new griey-
ances in certain sectors that India hes a
small place for them. [f this fesling be-
comes real, it will help the R35-BJP
which can claim that if political parties try
to cater to the minority sentimentto cap-
ture the minority vote, it is for it to uphald
the cause of the Hindus and capture the
the Hindu wote. The R35-BJP's fatal
weakness is that it has no economic ap-
peal. It has not bothered much about
economic [ssues. Economic issues can

 become absorbing only in a secular atmo- »

sphere, Caste is still smothering class,
end class i not emerging from caste. The
broed struggle that has taken place lead-
ing to isolation of the RSS5-BJP hes for
the moment smothered social and econo-
mic is5ues and the election will be fought
more on political issues like democracy
tham on economic isswes, though inflation
is mearly destroying the economy and the
prasent drought may lead to famine con-
ditions.: HASS INFILTRATICHN IN GOVT
Secrat RSS documents narrate the extent
of the ASS Infiltration ihto various Gowve,
and semi-Govt. organisation ;  education,
social welfare and relief funds funnelled
to the RES-led associations. pro-ASS
textbooks pumped into the educational
gystem and the face-lift given to the RSS
jmage through official patronage and pro-

paganda in th3 official media. The facts
are proved by charts and tables. Chitpavan
Erahmins are very tough. Deoras assisted
by the Maharashira group of the RSS and
many from the powerful northem balt, has
firm'y advised them not to be afraid of
@ither thraais or political isolation.  The
BSS jtself was bormm out of an atmosphere
of threats and tensions ;. ““wa have faced
worse'’ thay were told.  “'But the Guruji
{Gobwalker) had warned us 40 years back
that wa must be prepared for the worst™.
He biuntly told them that the moment the
RB55 changed its character, style of fun-
ctioning and ideals, it would lose its very
existenca, All that the Jana Sangh leaders
could wrest from Magpur was the assur-
ance that the R5S leadership would con=
sider ceraln minor changes without effect-
ing its character in any way. [Courtesy :
Link, Sept. 23-1978) |
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~ U.S. DALITS 5.0.5 T0 INDIRA : - HUMAN RIGHTS

VIDLATIONS IN INDIA

{Dr. Laxmi Berwa, Presidant. VISION, Maryland. LISA)

As Dr. B. R. Ambadikar, the emanicipator of the Untouchables, wrote :

" Eor the ills

which the Untouchebles are sul fering, I they are nol & much edvertised s those of 1he
Jaws. are nof fsss raal  Nor ere the means and Lhe methods of suppression used by the

Hindus against the Untouchables less
effective Because they sre less bloody
than the ways which the Nazis have adop-
tad against the Jewa. The anti- Semitism
of the Mezis againstthe Jews is in no

way diffarent in ideclogy and in effect -

from the Sanatanism of the Hindus against
the Untouchables™, This outcaste created
by Hinduisrp is more than 2,000 yeas oid
and today about 209, of Indian population
is Untowchable, sbout 150 million or G
times the population of Canade. Thaey are
not allowed to drink water in villages as it
pollutes. They are wandless slave labour
in villages whare 80% of India lives. Thay
are carriers of human excreta on thalr head
of dead animals,  They are not allowed to

revolt or they ara crushed. killed, burnt

allve and their women raped. Last year
there were 15000 attacks on Untouch-
ables reportad /The Taronto Star, Jan, 11,
1982). They live in constant fear of attack
by other Hindus. Thair good clothing or
good living cause serious concern and ré-
sentment among Hindus, The press and
media are totally partial and controlied by
the high cesta Hindus. What we hear is
only B of what really takes place. Folice
and judiciary I8 controlled 88% by the
Hindus. Before "Independence’ the Hindus
ware blaming the British for the condi-
tions of the Untauchables. Mow after 33
years of India’s Independence, the slavery
and dependence of landless Untouchables
has increased more and so have the atro-

cities and killings., The Globe and Mail
writes, [Dec. 3, 1981) : "Although the
outrage of Deoli was particularly horrify-
ing, it was by no means e rere oCourance.
Murderous beastings, and gang rapes of
Urtouchables sre reported several hundred
timas a year, and lesa news waorthy humi-
liations are every day happenings”. The
wiorst attacks have recently taken place at
Deoli. near Agra, where 24 pegple includ-
ing 7 women werd slaughtered bacause of
refusal of forced labour and demand of
justice, Two small boys were pinned
against the wall and shot dead. Six weeks
later five armed men st dusk enfered the
village of Sadhupur. near Deoli & started
to shoot., In 15 minutes thay killed 10
people like rabbits, including five women
and two children. Tha powerful Hindu
landiord system I8 the backbone of the
ruling party and they, in turn, control to a
great extent, police and judiclary. “'The
climex of Injustice and police brutality
was obvious in Bhagalpur, Bihar State, in
1880 & 1931 when policeman wera found
ta have b'inded 33 Untouchables by dest-
roving their eveballs and practically they
got set free”’. (The Globe and Mail, Jan.
16, 1882%. In South Indis, near Madras,
42 Untouchables, men, women & children,
were packed in 8 house and roasted alive
recantly and the govt. could not do any-
thing to protact them. Three years ago
mass slaughtering of Untouchebles and
Buddhisis took place in mid-west india &



thousands of Untouchablas were axed and
burmad alive. In fact, the Constitution of
India had aebolished untouchability 30
years ago but the Gowt. ol India failed
totally to implemant it & tho Indian Gowt
is completely ineffactive in safeguarding
its poorest of tha poor, the Untouchables.
As one soclal scientist writes = ""Thae
Govt. of India has been activity-oriented
in abolishing Untouchability rather then
goal-oriented’”. The result is thst 150
million masses aré no mond s2cune than
befora. The most recent incident was
on Juns 12 in Puliangudi village (Tamil
Madu) wher six Untouchablos wiene mur-
dered and 100 huts were set on fire.In the
July 18, 1982 issue of /ndis Aboard.
journal serving the Indian community in
America and Canada, a reputed journalist
and author of several books, Kuldip Maysr,
wroto in the "‘Opinion” column : ““Harijans
have little protection from attacks™. The
fact the Chiaf Ministar of UP resigned tells
us about the complata anarchy in that State,
India Govi. completly gnd totally failed 1o
protect the helpless Untouchables, Eudh-
ist ang other minorities in India from the
violation of the Human Rights and other
atrocitles being committed daily by the
Hindu majority. Tha Washington Posr
reported on front page (Jan. 3, 1982) :
“Untouchables ara still India’s outcastes
and are still parsecuteéd despite Indian -
form affort”, number of atrocities against
the Untouchables has tripled in the three
years baginning in 1976 and are continyed
1o climb in 1979. 'In the latest report
(1980) of the Commissioner for 3C & 5T
for year 1978-79, he says that ““the mala-
dy appears 10 be deep rooted and requires
more drastic steps to attack it."" It is to be

made cléar that we three dalit organiza-

tions have nothing personal against Mrs.
Indira Gardhi. Wae had demonstrated
against Morarji Desai when he came as
Frimo Minister to U.N. Headguarters in

, June, 1878, it should be emphasized that

the Untouchables problems are a Barticu-
larty sevire example of the problems that
are alio faced by many other (like Budh-
ists, Christians, Muslims) mifodities in
India, So far as violation of human rights
ard atrocitios are concemned, within a pe-
ricd of 10 yeoars, 52% of all wage-eaming
Untauchablos had to work as landless
agricultural laborers~ up 34% since 1961,
VISION sent a letter to the Prime Ministes
on Jung 14, 1582 regarding the recent
camage of the Uniouchables in UP & TN
stating its concern and wanted 1o meet her
In Washington. However, shs replied :
"It doss not help Tor thoss who are living
in alfluence aboard to comment on &itua-
tions aboyt which they have ittle know-
ledge’. Thus there was no other option
left for us axcept to protest end demons-
frate our concam.  The free world owes
a duty 10 the Untouchsbles as it does to
all suppreszed peop's to broak their sha-
ckios and 28t them free and help restore
human rights to them, - Therafore, we ask
all gur Americen and Canadisn brothers 1o
join with us : 1. To protest and condemn
Indian Govt. for having Talied 1o saleguard
its wookest masses and stop hesse human
rights violations immediatly. 2. We de-
mand full compensetion to those famllies
who have been victims of human rights
violetions. 3. We demand rehabilitation
of thasa minority masses from villages to
district leval on national basis and provide
them full protéction, u:uriw‘and survival
by land distribution through independent
federal ministry for them 4, We demand



the appointment of U. M. Human Rights
Commission to inquire into the conditions
of thess poorest of the poor masses— the
Untouchablas and other minorities. 5. Wa
urge U.5. and Canadian Govts. 1o ask the
Irdia Govt. to prowide full details of the
facts on this issus and stop the grants to
India if these human rights violstions are
not stopped within six months. for no U5
citizen and Canadian would like to be
part of aregime which cannot protect the
poorest of its poor, 8. All agencies in
America who issue funds and grants to
India aspecially World Bank, U.5. Agency
for Intemational Development, who have
budgated & 87 million for India for the
coming year, must put a clause that

15-20% of this amount must ba for dalits
and other minorities. And may we. Amari-

cans snd Canadians remind the Hindus
what the Untouchables think in the words
of Thucydides when he said, "It may be
vour Interast 1o be our masters but how
can it be our's to be your slaves'’. The
most barbarous killings of the innocent
Untouchables by high ceste Hindus at
Deoli. Sadhupur, Puliangldi & other places
like Marathawada and Gujarat raised an
outcry not only in India but also in the
international scana. We strongly condemn
these atrocities as an inuman act on the

part of the Hindus & haold the India Gowt.
responsible for not safeguarding the poor-

ast of the Indian peopla, 1t is not meraly
@ gross injustice to the poor, but also a
figgrant violation of human rights which
should be condamned by every responsible
Govt. and every responsible citizen any-

whete in the world. We demand that the
India Govi, allow the Unlted Mations Hu-

man Rights Commibssion to inguire into
tha conditions &f the suppressed minori-
ties in India and submit the recommeand-

"

ations which should be obligatory on the
India Govt. for their proper implementa-
tion. Since most of the laws at intema-
tional level bormowed by the India Govt.
are for the poor below the poverty line
and as 90% of the Untouchables form this
group which really never gets any beneflit
out of these laws. we demand the Gowvt,
of India should allocata special funds
equal to 204 of the nationsl Budget for
their neads through a special Ministry to
be set up by the Govt. of India 1o look
after the interests of these people. Wae
demand that 18% of job reservation and
other benefits must be promulgated by the
private sector which control the large
amount of Grose Mational Product, This
can be only done at the bahest of theindia
Govt. It is obwious that Governmant and
Public Sector programmars have failed
miserably, a fact obvious from tha Sche-

_duhd Caste Commissioner’s Report and

many ather knowledgeables sources. Unless
the Private Sector takes interest and joins
the hand with the India Govt. the gap will
be widoning more in the future. Implement
and enforce the protective rights granted
in tha Indian Constitution, otherwise the
best of the legislative pieces have absolu-
tely ng meaning. The Scheduled Caste
Commigsionar's Report's recommandation
must be implemonted and enforced especi-
aliy ol separate Ministry at tha Centre,
Proseécute people who are allowegd to
literally get away with murders. Separate
electorates for the dalils because jount
glectorate systam- has failed to bring in
iha trug represgntatives from théesa com-
munities. Liboral gun licensing policy
for the dalits to protect against the atro-
citieg and arms must be provided for these
people’s protections. The birth day of
D¢, B. R. Ambadkar be declared & national
holiday. [(See also page 10) ]



Letters to Fditer :

Mrs. Devaki Atmaram Rajurkar, Bombay :
OV is a bold and insplring joumnal o awa-
ken the dalits.

D. 5. Chinnadorai. National General Sa-
cratary, YMCAS of India,. Mew Delhi: |
read yvour meaningful journal & impressed
by your report on the Mandal Commission,
Even though you have been emphasising
the Issues pertaining to minorities, vou
have been very objective, and you have
Blso not lost sight of the totality of the
country. Hope and pray you will keep it
up. | find it very valusble and Informa-
tive to read DV though small in size but
great in service to the minorities.

Marendra Patti, Poona : | read almost
every important English journal published
in India. As days pass | find them going
from bad to worse. The new joumals are
nothing but pornography.  Barring per-
haps one or two, we have no journal that
discuss people’s prablems, Feonomic &
Political Weekly is too highbrow. Main-
stream is good but notalways, That leaves
DV alone in the field. Our English-reading
population forming 2% of India's popula-
tion looks too much obsessed with sex,
sports, films, gossip, religlon. vialence
astrology — eternal pursuit of pleasura.
Since this 2% Is the cieam of the 10 of
Indian Ruling class, it is but natural that
their thinking is perverted.. DV is the oniy
journal that dea's with issues. The differ-
ence betwean DV and others is that DV
makes me think and act while others make
me stop thinking. The Ruling Class wants
exactly this—it does not want the people
to think. But it will definitely nat like DV.
Hence it may do its best to finish DV. But
revolutionary sectlens will surely support

L

it. Hence yeu may have hard times, But
Euccess is certain. Keesp it up.
Dr. Velu Annamalai, Texas, USA - |

., want your permission to use your writings

in my articles to local press, | hawve read
most of yvour books. | em emazed at the
amount of knowledge vou have acguired
to writa such authoritative things packed
with facts. More than that | admire your
courage to put these cald facts in black
and white. It is your books and the DV
that made me to-correct many of my ideas,

You deserve all support because helping
you is helping we dalits ourselves.

Gautam Chakraborty, Watford, UK - We
learnt about the high caste assault on
Veeramani, DK leader, from DV Mo, 20,

Please convey our sympathy and solidarity
to Veeramani,

Ms. Cacailia Irvine, Scotland @ Believe
me | have thought of you many times
every day since | left India. Our silence
does not mean out of sight out el mind
but a deep perplexity about the human

predicament on 5o vast a problem of 1he
Indian Untouchables,

P. R. Kuppuswamy, advocate, Karur, TH:
You ask in your editorlal, DV no. 21: Will
not aslogan such as "Be Hindu Buy Hindy®
amount to anti-netional activity 7 In TH,
R55 hes gone to the extent of openly n-
citing Hindus not to allow Christian prea-
chers to Hindu areas, asking them to erage
Christian slogans, not to iel out houses to
them and not to buy any thing from Mus-
lims and Christians. R5S has written al|
over the wails : Give Money for Reconyer-
sion, Donate liberally to bring back cen-
wverts- 10 mother religion. These are the

pecple who aliege foreign money coming
for conversions.

Syed Ahamed Khansahab, Lucknow “lin
schools in UP, Maharash ra ate, some



Fil

Hinduteachors write on schoolblackboards
saying : A Muslim eats at loast seven
scows during his lifetime. So if you kill
ong Muslim, you will be saving seven
cows. Thorefore. kill st least one Muslim
in your difetime™. Such santi-Muslim poi-
son is injected into young minds. How
to stop this 7

E. V. Chinniah, editor, Prafs Bendhu,
Mallore, AP : Minister Makwana said in
his presidential address 10 the All-India
Anysuchita Jati Parishat in Delhi that he
wias against supplying arms to dalits for
soll-defence. It is the duty of the gowvt.
to protect the dalits. ho said. Very smus-
ing argument, The govt is expected to do
s0 many things for the poor. Is it doing
s duty 7 If it fails to protect even the life
of dalits, then what should become of
those who are being kil'ed. raped and hou-

sos bumnt 7 Should they submit to these.

criminals ? How can anybody help those
who do not help themselves 7 Why no
atrocities committed on other minorities
lika Sikhs, Parsesas, Muslims ? Even tha
then Home Minister Zail Singh had agreed
to supply arms to dalits. But Makwana
is against it.. Is this is the attitude of a
leades who wants to lead dalits 7
. B. Paramestrwara Rao. president. All-
india Ambedkarites Conferonce. Hydema-
bad : | am very much impressed by yous
writings. We fully endorse your wviews.
| am sending you the draft resolutions to
be considered by our conference. Pl. go
thorugh it and give your views. You are
helping a great movemant and therefore,
become an indispensable part of it.
Sudhir Ranjan Das, general secrotary.
Weat Bengal SC/5T Wellare Council,
Calcutta : We convey our heartiest thanks
1o you for tha work done which is absolu-

tely necessary for the cause of the dalits.
We are writing 10 our mambaers to become
subscribers to DV,

J. R. Antwal, chairman. Fedoration ol
P. & T. SC/5T Employees, New Delhi: As
a punishment for working for dalits | have
been transferred to Bombay. This is the

. fote of all thosa who espouse the caute

of India’s poorest of the poor. | am trans-
ferred to the Bombey Telephones with the
intention that il Antwal is away. tho ime-
gularites, anomalies, discriminations co-
mmittod by the high caste officers against
dalits will not be exposed. (It is only
Antwal who is responsible for exposing
the high caste treachery in the P& T.
They wero disgraced & pulled up by Parlia-
ment. My stand was upheld by Parliament.
Lot not these Hindu traitors responsible
for my transfer think thet just because |
would be away, the P & T dalits would
suffer injustice in silence. Never. The
fight will go on. Justice is on our side.
We only want supportors like you. If you
are on ouwr side we have nothing to fear,

Prachand, Vizag. AP : | have become
old. Bul behold DV is swinging ma to
the days of the youth. My hearty congra-

tulations., Send me all old issves of DV
and & list of DSA books.

Prem Kumar. Magercoil, TN : A sedous
trouble Is brewing here. We are sure g
be attacked shortly. Because many dalits
in KK dt. aré eéducated. economically batter
off than Hindus. Besides, we have a big
Christian populstion. This has generated
let of jealousy among Hindus (Chaliyas)
who can ng longer boss over us. Thay
therefore, are planning attack on us. Soon
EE di. will plungs into & major caste war
paving the way for dalit liberation, 0

Fa



ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS

This is an appeal to renew your sub-

scriptions.

Please note that a8 number of our astes.
md readers, whose snnosl subscripilons
expire in the next few weeks having
enlisted themselves in the initial stages of
DV, will have to rensw their subscrip-
tons.

Reslising your responsibility and also
the nead to support a revolutionary cause,
please pay up the amount.

Wa thank YOU spacially, for YOU have
been our very first supporters.  And this
encouragermint has resulted in the DV
dossoming into an year-old toddiar, ready
fo talk. ready to walk— fighting against
heavy odds,

Meanwhife, the peices of printing,
paper, stamps, & almost everthing having
gone up, we are compelfed fo raise the
annual subscriptions—our only source
of revenue— to Rz, 15, Piease bear with
us and send it by MO or bank DD,

As wa thank for your support, we renew
our pladge to do our best to fulfil your
dreams,

PUBLISHERS

Dalit Sahitya Akademy,
Bangalore, India.

ANTI-DALIT STAND OF WEST
BENGAL GOVT. CONDEMNED
{OQur corespondent)

Calcutta: The West Bengal SC/ST
Employees Welfare Council and the Ben-
@al SC and Tribes Fedevation state council
meeting hald here on July 24 in resolution
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Dalits Go to Human Rights Com,

GEMNEVA. Sepl. 1 (Reuter) :  An Indian
physician living near Washington has told
the U N. Human Rights sub-committes
hera that violence against Harijans in India
has increased in recent years but the govt.
has done little 1o protect them. The Con-
stitution abolished untouchability 30 years
ago but the Govt. of India “"failed totally
to implement it & is completly ineffective
in safeguarding its poorest of the poor’”,
Laxmi Berwa, who hoads a Washington-
based group monitorng treatmant of In-
dian minorities. said hove yesterday.

(Times of Indis, Sept. 2.) 0
2

condemned the antl-dalit stand of the
Marxist-led Jyotl Basu Govt. for nol con-
ceding the lagitimate demands of the da-
lits. While thay wera demanding appolnt-
mant of one-fifth of the Ministers belong-
ing 10 SC/STs in the State Cabinet, to be
in proportion to thelr population, Chial
Minister Jyoti Basu took only ona Cahi-
net Minigter and anothar as “Miniater of
State. The mieeting domanded that consti-
tutional reservation be introduced in the

coming panchayatl olections, About 400
delagates representing 16 districts of tha

State attendad the meating. A five-mam-
ber presidium comprising Dr. A, K. Biswas,
S. R. Biswes. N. N. Mondal, 5. C. Rov.
and Harihar Biswas, was in chearge, Su-
dhir Ranjan Das & (ssac C. Tirkey. general
secratorios of two arganisations, submitted
their reports. At an earlier masting they
demandad the inclusion of Ambedkar's
life history in school textbooks, and re-
naming the Park St in Calcutta after Dr.
Ambedkar. It also invited the attention
of the govt to the prevalence of wids-

spread atrocities and torture of Untouch-
ables in the State, |




Editorial : (Cont. from page 2)
under the headline : Gandhi snubs plea by
Indians in DC. Tha Washington Times
{July 30) frontpaged a picture of Mis.
Gandhi with Reagan on one side and a
three-year-old Untouchable boy demon-
strating before the White House holding a
placard. “"Down with Indira govt.”, on
the other side. MNext day it also carded a
letter of Dr. Berwa congratulating the
aditor for giving equal treatment to the two
Heads of State and the demonstration of
commoners. 5o much for the sense of
fairplay of the American press. The Indian
capitalist-controlled, high caste-dominated
prags— which was fully represented at the
time Mrs. Gandhi met Reagan at the Whita
House and hence witnéssed this historic
demonstration on behalf of India’s 20%
slave population— however chose to sup-
prass this news. So much for the "“toler-
ance’’ of the Hindus and the ‘"freedom of
press” in India. And it s this very same
préss that iz now making all the noise
that Mrs. Gendhi is gapging the Indian
pross. The Washington bleckout of the
White Houss protest by Indian Blecks is a
fit case for the Press Council to take up,
Dr. Berwa in his letior published in the
Washington Times said ; -1 was demonst-
rating because Indira Gandhi turned down
our request to meet her and express our

concarn for the atrocities sulfered by the
Indian Untouchables.”™ . Such an unp'ea-
gant news that the Indian Ruling Class is
torturing its Untouchabies, so carefully
concealed from the world outside, unfar-
tunately got international publicity- thanks
to Or. Berwa and other brave mombars of
the VISION— & naturally the Ruling Class
having been perturbed did everything to
keap this news from not reaching at least
Indin.

How long can it boast of its non- .
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violence ¥ We are thankful to the [ndia
Abroad, a journal ren by Indians in US,
for publishing this news (July 30) under
the heading *'Indirs Rejects Harljan Plea.”"
We are also happy to note that Charles

McC Mathias Jr.. a US Sanator, has wri-
tton & letter to Dr. Berwa promising to

tako up the issue of torture of Indian Un-
touchables with Mrs. Gandhi. This is the
first time in the history of Indian Ustou- -
chables that their problam is getting the
attontion of the world press. This became
possible because the VISION and other
Untouchable erganisations in America de-
cided to stage a protest demonstration,
Wa fully realise the difficulties of the
govt. in its efforts to solve the problems
of the Indian Untouchables. The Untou-
chables are not the victims of govi. system
but that of Hindu social order blessed by

-the Hindu religion & its 33 crores of gods.

Ag lts "free pregs’’, is not free when it
concarns dalits and minorities, their re-
présentaiives sottled sbvoad con do &
lot to take up their cause by emulating
the exemple set by VISION and cihers.
We have any number of civil libarty walas,

human rights heroes. Why not a single Tar-
kunde of Armun Shourie has protested 7

Why not a single political party, not even
CPM, CPI, took up this issue 7 Why not a
single journalist organisation like Indian
Faderation of Working Journalists, Editors

Guild ete. is wortied about this ail-round
conspiracy of silonce when it concems

Untouchables? Who is gagging the Press 7

Communal Reseive Bank
Madras :  Owver 100 dalit employees
here launched an agitation before the Re-
serva Bank here on Aug. 11 to denounce
the anti-dalit stand of its communal man-
sgoment, M. G. Mohan presided over the
meeting which passed 8 resolutions. [
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TEMPLE AGITATION LAUNCHED IN T.N.

(Our correspondent)
Madras : Dravida Kazhagam launched its State-wide *“*boycott temple™
agitation on Aug. 24 to press its demand to stop caste discriminations in the
appointment of priests, The Maharajan Commission appointed by the TN

Govt, had upheld the demend of the shu-

draz and Untouchables to become temple
priests — a job so far reserved for Brah-
mins only. DK general Secretary, who
was earlier seripusly injured in a high
casto assault (DV ng. 20), led the peaceful
agitation at Madrag, In different parts of
TH, rationalists & other low caste people
pickeied temples asking devoless nol 10
enter 88 caste discriminations aro practised
inside. Reporis reaching hare said tha
pgitation received wide support from the
low castes who for the first timo came 10
know of thizs mischief. Hindy "sacred
goriptures”, temples, archakas, the whole
ot of rituals and festivals aré designed to
enforce discriminations agzinst low castes
in genaral and woman in partecular.  They
thankad the DE for highlighting this mis-
chief and educating them. DK has also
publisheéd in its mass circulated Tamil daily,
Viduihalad, with facis ard figues the
"domination of Brahmin priests” in different
temples owned by tho govi, District-wise
figurés of Brehmin & non-Brahmin priests

Lakhs of Dalits Arrested
Several lakhs of dalits and their allies
participated in the agitiation on Sept. 6,

the opaning day of the Maharashira State
legislature, demanding renaming of the
Marathwada University after Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar. According to the suppressed
police figures, over 10,000 courted arrest
in Bombay alone as thay marched in pro-
cession 10 the legislature hall in Bombay.
In other parts. police used viclence to
farce dalits out of train and buzes bound
for Bombay. The sarlier plan that 5 lakh
dalits must come 10 Bombay was thus
foiled by the police who resorted to indis-
criminats arrests in different partg of the
Stete. Sholapur saw the worst police vio-

‘lence on dalits who were dragged out of

the Irai_m & besten up. Even women with
babes in arms were not spared. Times of

fndia reported that over 20,000 dalits left
Awangabad city 10 participalo in the

Bombay agltation. The first-day sgitation
i5 -thus considered n big success 1o Dalit
Panthers who will continue this agitation

without broak. Meanwhile, RSS and their
gympathisars in the Marathwada area have

slaried counter-agitation opposing  the

: change of name of the univérsily. Vio-
are given. 0 lence on daliis has begun. -
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