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DALIT LIFE IS THE CHEAPEST IN INDIA

“Not since Dac. 1969, when 42 Harijans were burned 1o death in TN's Kilvenmani
village. has India known such an abominable crime as Wednesday's cold-blooded mas-

sacrs of 24 men, women and children in Mginpur dt of WP

If this ¢an be the editorial

commant of a bourgeoise newspaper, Statesman (Now 21, 81) owned by the Tatas and
the Mafatlals, on the Nov. 18 insensate mayhem of the Jatav Uniouchables by the high
caste Thakurs, one can well imagine the seriousness of the tragedy. The Deoli blocabath

of the poor, starving, landless, innocent.
unarmed Uatouchables i nothing new to
Hindu India—the holyland of non-vialence.
Tha dalit life and also that of Musims,
Christiang is the cheapest in India. They
can be kicked, killed, bumnt, reped and
thedi propérty déstroyed.  No tears will bé
shed. But whare ware the Shankara-
charyas. the R3S and other cusipdians of
Hinduism, who rushed 1o Hahamatnager in
TN penurbed by the mazs conversion of
Untouchables to lslam, rased & hue & oy,
arranged temple injerdining for " Harjans'",
capped it all with a multi-million rupas
show of & Virat Hindu Sammalan in Delii,
pasied a grand rmesolution fo fighi
untouchabiluy, when the very same Hindus
shot dead 24 dalits inluding 7 women, 8
children of which oneis an 8 monih-old
baby F  What happend 1o all thess Hindu
haroes who lov the pasi 6 monihs were
crying that Untouchables were as much
Hindusg and that Muslms and Chrigtians
have no rght to convert them 7 MNone
appeared 10 have besn moved by this
naked Hindu aggression on the Deoli
dalits. Tl the time of writing this Hindu
leaders, who had made o much ol noise
about Arab money converting Untoucha-
bles, have not even issued a statement lat
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alone vigiting the scene of the carnage,
The human and civil rights organisations
aré mum, Decl doss notl coma undér their
perview, But political parlies in Parlia-
mant and outside made their cusiomary
noige. WP Chief Miakter WP Singh and
Union Home Minister Zail Singh  heli-
coptered 1o Deali - not becéuse they are
touched by the killings bui because the
interest-frge “"Hanjan wote bank™ is
invalved. Somé newspapsrmen alsp bee-
lined 1o Denli and came out with & rituali=
stic report,  Some glossy magazines will
pul oul “heartrending picturés™ to push
tha sales of thair puff. Armed police will
camp there for some days and add 10 the
misery of the dalits, Afrer a few days
evorything will be forgotien until another
Daoli bursts with greater fury. & a8
tamil'ar patiern. But the “‘ruling clags®’
of India & simoly unperturbed.  Dalit life
i the chaapest in India. Ram Viles Pagswan
may shout in Pariament that dalitse “are
réduced 1o second cliss citizens.”” Are
thay citizens at all?  Nothing can alter the
situation in Hindu Indie. Zall Singh might
have come out with on eyve-wash siate-
ment in Parliament about supplying arms
to dalits for self-defence. But & more
honest scheme to arm dalits launched by
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the Karpoori Thakur Govt in Bihar was
sabotaged. Therefore dalits have no
confidence in govt. efforts at arming dalits.
They will have to do it themseives if they
want to protect their life and property.
Jagjivan Ram, who visited Deoli, said :
*The Thakurs in UP feel they are ruling
the State.  Harijanz are lesling 5o insecure
that in Ferozabad, Eome young men Ccame
out with the demand for a seperate
Achutistan.””  (indfan Express Nov. 24).
Evary time there is an organised wiolance
on dalits, we hear demands for a seperate
homeland for dalite. Militant Ambedkarites
are now applying serious thought to this
gubject of Dalitastan. Why and how Denoli
occurred 7 The fndian Express (Mowv. 23)
correspondent reporfing from Deoh cate-
gorically says : They were shot dead by
the Thakurs bacause they were Lintoucha

bles. Hea did nat fingd any other reason for
the killings Untouchables all over India
ara killed by the Hindus not because they
are poor but because they are Untoucha-
bles. If poverty |5 the reagon for violeance,
why other equallv poor if not the poorer
Hindus are not killed ¥ Uniouchebles are
not the only poorin India.  Owver half of
its 700 millions live below the poverty line
and In many cases Hindus are poorer than
Untouchables. The Stalfesman Ccomres-

pondent's report (Mowv, 22) after visiting
Deall, iz more clear on this issue, He
refutes Chief Minister VP Singh’s conten-
tion that the killings were not due to caste

animosities. The report savs | ...there
gre clear caste underiones inasmuch as
the wrath of the crminals was mainky

dirgcted againet the Harijans,”' This is tha
erux of tha problem :- Dalits alone are
made the victims of violence because of
caste reasons  That is why Dr. Ambedkar
had categorically sieied that the Indian
povafily is more dua to social reasons
than dug 1o economic factors. The pro-
blam of theUntouchables is primarily social.
&nd his economic handicaps are the by-
products of his social degradation.  Those
who want o understand India must unoer-
stand this point first,  Whether ‘it is the
Marthawada B Gujarat caste wars Or Mass
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murders at Kilvenmani, Belchi, Kefatla,
Fipra etc., all of them were solely because
thew were Untouchables. And not
bacause they ware poor. As long as caste
systam s there, conflict leading to violence,
therafore, becomes unavoidable  The hiah
caste landged gentry will never tolerate any
challenge to their authority, With the
spraad of education and the thoughts of
Ambedkar, awarness |5 bound to come 1o

dalits and thiz is bound 1o lead them 1o
confrontation with the high castes. The
Gowt., police, judiciery, press end SOCIety
being on the side of the Hindus, the Un-
touchables will be made mincemeal in 1he
last-developing Caste war in the country-
¢ide, That means more Deolis.  Since (he
dalits are in a minority in every village and
alse weak in every thing, their life. pro-
perty and the honour of their women will
be in serious danger. Under such a
circumstance there is no other go for the
poor dalits but 1o quit thair village & migrate
o safer areas That mesns dalit orge-
nigations will have to seriously COoneME!
the migration of dalits to urban areas.
guch a migration will ada to the swength
of the urbamorganised proletariat. The
dalits being borm revolutionaries, they will
alzo help hasten the impending class-caste
struggle. 1t is for the Lalt parties, there-
fare, to think seriously on this issue and
help migration of dalits and thereby help
themselves. We can't leave this task to
the govt which-a puppet in the hands of
the "“ruling class' —will be naturally oppo-
sed to such a radical remedy. “On the
other hand, it may do its best to prévant
this process  Nor will the bourgeols
political parties be ready for this. Hence
th~ role of the militant dalit organisations
and Lef parties is important, The demand
for & homeland for dalits is also becoming
lguder.  Presanily Khalistan has stolen the
thunger. Other persecuted mino:ilies like
trinals are demanding Jharkhand. Thera
are also demands for Uttarkhand, Chans-
garh, Ghorkhaland, Bundelkhand Legari
Prant, Vidarbha, Kantapur, Udeyachal etc.
The non-stop killings of dalits in Indwa i3 &
fit case for the UMD and its Human Rights
Commission 1o take note ot. Dalits, persec-
uted minofities may have o seek comrades
elsewhara, Muslim, Christian organisations,
Blacks, Marxists in Ching could be our
best frnencs. i
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UNTOUCHABILITY WON'T GO WITH ECONOMIC

UPLIFT OF DALITS: Jagjivan Ram

NEW DELHI :
ndardize"”.

“Who's a Hindu ? What does Hinduism stand for 7 Define, classify, sta-
These quesiions were raised by Jagjivan Ram 8! a8 group decussion on

“*Hinduksrm with a human face : the imperative of social equality™”, organiped uvnder the
auspices of the Group of Eighty #t the India Intérnationsl Cenire here on Der. 29, Jagjivan
Ram, who spoke in angry and ironical tones, urged the Virat Hindu Sammelan which had

erganized a massive rally at India Gate on
Oct. 18, to set up a committes to classify
and standardize Hirduism. He said that he
Was curious 10 know the stenderdized de-
finition of & Hindu  He likened the existe-
nee of Untouchability in the Hindu saciety
1o & digeass which was spreading like an
spidemic “'The trouble is that everybody
's prescribing his own remedios 10 remove
Untouchability, Butl sometimes & doclor
ssks the patient what he is suffering from.
In this particular case, no one is asking the
patient what ha is suffering from ana what
sort of treatment does he desire?” Ram
gaid that he could undargtand the praciice
of racial discrimination againet the Blacks
by the Whites in the USA and South Africa
and persecution of Jews by Christian in
Garmany and slsewhera but he failed to
understand the phenomenon of discrimina-
tion or “‘untouchability™ against co-relig-
ignisis as was being practised in |- dia ag-
pinst the Harijans., This was inscrutable
and mind-boggling indeed, He did not
biame the Brahmins for starting untoucha-
bility in India. It was the ““Brahminvad™
or ““Brahminism’* that really started this
evil originally and which is continuing in
j1s uglies: form even today. He said that
ha was anly studying and analysing the
problem of Unsouchability. "“And | would
not like 1o prescribe any remedy for this
discease because | don't hava the ramedy ™.
Byt a1 same time, Aam feit that Untoucha-
bility —at laast its manites ation—could ba
removed by law.  If Sat could be stopp-
ad by law why can't the Untouchability. #
He did not agree with the earlier speskers
that Untouchability could be réemoved by

bringing abaut #an economic uplift of the
Harijang. ""This is not economic problem.
You can’t solve the problem by merely gi-

ving a batter standard of life 1o the Harija-
ns. The fact is that & Harjan wiil remain

a Harijan even if he becomes a learmed sc-
holar and a Brahmin will remain & Brahmin
ovan if he remaing illiterate and poaor thro-
ughout his life"". Ram repoatedly urged
his audisnce 1o go into the root cause of
Untouchahility “Don't talk in the air,

come 1o the sarth'” was the way in which
ha put his thought on this point. Elabora-

ing the thoughe, he sald : *“How did Unto-
uchability bagin ? This impurity ["gandgi’)
hes come 1o us (Harijans) from you (upper
castas), Owver the vears it has cavsed a
situation of a bottleneack, What to do ¥

The only way out now is either to break
tha nack of the bottle or break the base of

the bottle. There is no other remedy™”.
Talking about Hindu philosophy (dershan),
he said that it was very ennobling and
high-sounding and, therefore, a thing of
worship and veneration. “"But what does
it maier (o a Valmiki sweapear who sweeps
the street with @ broom in his hand 7
Ram did not agree with an earlier spesker
that Untouchability had almost vanished
from the cities but it was sl baing preva-
ient in villages, "I don't agree with this.
Tall me, can a Harijan run & jalebi shop in
a city 7 Will non- Harijans buy his product?
Find out how many people of upper castes
would voluniasr 10 rént out thelr houses 1o
Harijans in the cities?”" he asked. (Jagjivan
Ram is wndoubtedly India’s IOpmOost
ieader of the Untouchables today. Twice
his chances of becoming the Prime Minister

[Comd. on Page § col-2]



4

RESERVATIONS - A CONSTITUTIONAL

FRAUD

(Dur correspondent)

Madras :

Till recently, communal Hindus who are holding key positions in Gowt.
used 1o file & spate of court cases aganst reservations to dalits.

The Supreme Court

upheld the constHutional validity of reservations and further aggravated the heart-burning

of this heanless section.
gection through its representatives in the
bureaucracy has once again driven tha
dalits 1o courls putting forward all sorts of
obstacles. 1. A writ patitition was filed
against the Reserve Bank super Hindu
managemant chall=rging the formation of
four differant commirtess 10 select candi-
dates Tor & single cadre., Admitting the
writ, the Madras High Court ordered to
serva notice on the RBI management. The
wirit was filod by the Coordination Coungil
of the SC & ST Employess Associations,
Central and State Gowvis., Port & Banks,
says its convener, R Elumala, of Madias
2. AP High Court Granms Stay: The
Andhra Pradesh SC. ST Employees Coordi-
nation Council has filed 8 writ against the
order of the direcior of tha NGRI, Hydera-
bad. The Court stayed the order drecting
the director to stop appointing non-5C 1o
the resarved post of documantation officer,
states T Sarangapani, general sacretary of
the AP Coordinstion Council. The AP
dalits are facing troubles in ressrvations &l
the Survay of India offices, and the office
of the general manages, Telecommuni-
cations.  Many SC/51 studeants could not
get admission to Kamala Nehru Palytechnic,
Hyderabad. due to the mass admission of
Hindu swudents Dalit women employees
aof the Andhra Bank are detibaraiby harrag-
gad by posting them o far off places,
Foliowing eifective protest these woman
employess hove been re-posied back o
the city. From Kakinanda comes the
report of the termination of Adinarayana, a
dalit. from tha traising class by the AE,
Telecommunication Trg Centre, Kakinada

An - gffective proiest has been lodged.
3. Madars AG s office dalits fle writ :

L

Having been témporarly frustrated in the court battle, this

K. 5. Jagannathan and 5. Velayudhan,
selaction grade auditors who have pul in
21 and 1B yearg of semvice were deprived
of promotion as section officers in 8 quali-
fying exam while all other major depts, in
the Ralways, P BT have prescribed a
minimum standard for SCI5T officials. Bur
the communal Hindus in the C & AG office
are yal 1o formulate any such standard.
4. The communal Hindus. who rule India,
hava thus suvcoessfully sabotaged the
chances of the dalits getting justice in
Gowvt, sarvices despile specific provisions
in the Constitution  While in public secior
undertakings and banks, they are mada to
fight against the oppressive managemants,
they areé gradually coming to reslise that
even their own frade unigns are nol Com-
ing 1o thoir rescue 50 much o in many
places they are made to fipht a double
batile—ona against the mangament and
another against their own unions. The
only way out is 1o convert tha SC/ST
employées associalions nto trade unions,
Shoriby, sl over India such a fight wil

come 1o the surface, Ll
T ILLITERACY AMONG
MUSLIMS
Mew Delhi: The number of Mushm

children aitending educational instiutions
i anly & pe of the school-going children
im ledia while the Muslims account for
18 pc of the couniry’s population. A
survey will ba conducted in 70D Muslim-
run secondary schools in India 10 ascor-
tain the causes ol hiph liiteracy among
MMushms, said Shahabuddin Desnavi,
spcratary of 1the Hamdard Trust, The
cause of the high illiteracy among Musg-
lims is mamnly poverty and secondly iso-
flation forced opon them by the ng

MEonity.
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RSS5 RECRUITING THEVARS
IN TAMIL NADU

(Prof. Kadiravalu, Madras Unfversity)

The head of Tamil Madu ASS belongs to
ihe Thevar community. The State Raligious
Endownment Minister, who organised tha
tarmple dinner of Untouchables to count-
eract the Rehamat Magar mass conversion
1o Iglam, i= also a Thevar, The Rehamat
Magar mass conversions are stated to be
due to the Thevar community atrocitias on
the Untouchebles The Thevar community
i basicelly anti-dalit and the RS5, which
wanis to fully expleit the Rehamat Maga®
mass conversions to build up its organisa-
tion in Tamil Madu, wanis to make uze of
the Thevar anger agamnst the dalits and
tharefore, is recruiting mostly Thevars 1o
the R55. There iz needfor a probe inta this,
All official and ron-official inguiry has ast-
blished that in the TN cenversions to |slam
no foreign money is involved. Neither any
farce. The Untouchables ara preferring
|slam bacause in TH Muslims as a rule emp-
loyed Untouchanles as household servants
They were allowed ingide their houses and
no discrimination was pracliced by them
against the Untouchables. Muslims being
masily lardiords. they gave egual slatus to
Untouchables. - Many of them even dined
togethar with Untouchables. But the Hi-
ndus kept them out and even tortured
them. Atrocities against the Untouchables
iz continuing even today aftar so much of
press publicity givan to the mass convars
ions The Hindus have not shown any sign
of changing their attitude to Untouchables
The Thevars are rushing to become temple
tenants. The Hindus are taking revenge
on the Untouchables by evicting them from

‘temple tenancy. In Rehamat Nagar | Mee-

nakshipuram) also such evigtions have
takan place. The Muits have transferred
the tenancy from Uniouchables to Thevars.
Muslims have not gone to protect the Un-
iouchahbles in such cases.

{Summary of the s peceh delivered by

Kadiravelu at the Gurukul Thealogical
College, Madras, on Oct. 2-4, 1981).

MAKWANA DEFENDS

CONVERSIONS
{Qur correspondant)

Calcutia ;: Union Minister of State for
Home Makwana said here recenily that
democracy had no future i Untouchables
continue to be treated worse than animals.
Referring o Meanakshipuram and other
conversions, he said while on tour of these
argas he had established that the charge
of foreign money being involved was falsa,
Untouchables who had received inhuman
treatment frem Hindus found lberation in
Islam. Those who met him expressed
thenr sorrow like animals crying and ralling
before him.  Visiting the home of & dalit
revenue officer, ransacked in the inger-
casie riot, he was 1old that the officer was
ordered to get out of the police sration.
Recalling his own childhood, he said that
being an Untouchable he was not aliowed
1o attend the village sehool. He blamed
tha Hindu society as being responsible for
the conversions. Ol

[Coni. from Page 3 - Untouchability Won't Go With
Ecnnamic Uplitt of Dallis]

of India were foiled by the communal Hin-
diug- And since then he has been bolling
with anger. The communal Hindus had
usad him 1o the fullest extent and Ram had

algo derved lon of benefils tor this servige

randered 10 them  But lately the frustra-
tions in him have forced him o come out
with the truth. Better late than never,
Wa hope even at this fag end of his Iife,
Ram would try 1o sscure 8 place in higtory.
i} e wants he can get it. It is with this
fond hope we have reproduced his speach
as reported in the Statesman (Delhi} of
Oct. 30. As Ram has touched tha core of
tha problem, the subject matter is of great
gignificance to the dalits and other persec-
uted minorities - Editor, 0
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Letters to Editor :

I. R, ANTWAL: Chairman, Federation
of All-india 5C/ST Employeas, P&T Dept.,
New Delhi : We are very happy to detect
in the DY a journal reflecting our own vie-
we, committed fully to safeguard the rights
of the dalits and expose the hypocrisy of
the communal Hindus who are shedding
crocodile tears over mass conversions of
dalits to Islam. |If any noble soul wanted
to reform  Hindus it was Gandhi but the
communal Hindus committed wnabashed
and diabolical atrocity an him untraceable
in histery.

B L. BISWAS, Calcuita: Krishna Kant
said (Indian Express 19/10): “'One of the
Shankaracharyas recently said if untouch-
ahility was ramoved, Hinduism would van-
ish. Hindus should revolt against such
Acharayas'®. While congratulating Krishna
Kant for such a statement, we Want to re-
mind him what Ambedkar had said that un-
touchability was part of the caste system.
Hindus know that if untouchability goes
caste will collapse and with that the pro-
perty and privileges of high caste Hindus.
So when the RSS and their boy Karan Singh
organise Virat Hindu sammelan and pass
resolutions to destroy untouchability how
far they are sincere? Can untouchability
be destroyed without destroying Hindusim?
Will the Hindus be ready for a suicide. 7

E 5 K KUMARAN, Bangalore: We
are faced with & dilemma. In the book-
shops run by the pro-Marxist CFM, CFI,
arid CPML in Bangalore we do not find
Ambedkar, Parivar, Lohia or any other dalit
or rationalist literature. ~or do we find
any literatura of interest to the dalits- But
the Dalit Voice has stated editorially that
it would supoort M ar xist philesophy.
When | inguired at these Marxist bookho-
uzes, they said Ambedrar, Periyar, Lohia
and ather Dalit literature, are anti-Marxist,
Plege solve our dilemma,

B 5 SWAMIKANNU, Madurai, TN :
The “'national press”™ has carried reports
and pictures of a German girl bacoming a
Hindu and marrying one Sresdharan in TN,
The high castes are making much of this
corversion of a foraign Christian girl
Extra-ordinary publicity was given to this
event. But the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, a
branch of ASS, which conducted this con-
version, did not disclose what ceste Kath-
grina was assigned. The "sacred script-
ures'" say there can be no Hindu without
a cazte. Dr. M. M, Srinives, described as
India’s topmost social acientist and himselt
a Brahmin, says Hinduism means caste
system. So what s the caste of this con-
verted girl? Has she besn made a Brahmin?

A. GHAFFAR SHAKIR, Nagapur: On
behalf of the dalits end other persecuted
minorities of Nagpur, we congratulate DV

for its bold stand on our problems, We
pssure our fullest co-operation.

E RAMADAS, Austin Tews, Hangalore:
| have just visited some of the villages in
South Arcot, TN, where the dalits are be
ing persecuted by the Hindus. The vilages
in particular are ;. Koltapundi, 3indipet,
end Segidikuppam where the road work is
assigned to outside Hindus betraying the
intarests of the hundreds of starving, illite-
raie jobless local dalits.  Depita repaated
protests on this score, no official bothered
about the claims of the local dalits.

M, ELANGOVAN, Cuddalore, TM : The

Oct- 156 DV aeditarial, “'Bid to  Throttla

Christains In India" . is wonderful and
captivated us. We are all with vou,

e, 5. A, MANMNAN, Hvderabad: DV
Iz very imaginatively produced. We are
all captivated by it.

YIMUBHAI BHAIRAVIA, Ahemedbad ;
We have been reading the DV and the lile-
rature produced by the Dalit Sahitva Akad-
amy and we are all highly impressed by
them. J
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TARIQ AHMED, Kashmir: Thres che-
ers to the DV, truly the voice of the dalits
and the persecuted minorities, for bodly ax-
poging the RES crowd of zealots and also
the heinous role of India's puppst press.
DV is the need of the hour for dalits and
minorities who together bear the brunt of
the violence enginesrad by the RSS fascis-
iz, We join hands to propogate the mess-
age of DOV,

M MAZHARUDDIM, ILLINOIS,

USA: Woe have been going through the
OV and are much impressed by it. Your int-
raduction to the booklet, *"Why Go for Con-
vargian #°', published by the D5A, is simply
ingpiring and very truthful. The revelution
afthe Indian dalits is bound to suceeed ulti-
mately. There is no point in begging your
govi. to grant social eguality end other ri-
ghts.  Your dalit leadars must take up the
matter directly and liberate the dalits as we
the Amarican Blacks have liberated ourse-
lvas from the slavery of the Whiteman.
They could not still get equality because
they remained Christlans  Blacks are still
rot walcomed in the White churches, You
don't find any Black clergy leading the mass
in White churches. They realised that they

“ought to change their religion to get equa-

lity and respect in the soclety. They have
chosen lslam to iree themselves. MNow
many of the Blacks have become leaders
(Imam of masjid) whera the Arabs and oth-
er ald Muslime pray. The U5 slaves
ward Christians but Christianity failed to
give them equality. Ambedkar was there-
fore right in gaving that the Indian Untou-
chables must get convarted 1o other relig-
ipnzg 1o liberate themselves.  Dalit leaders
must organisa the Untouchables and bring
tham out to the streets. They should not
mind facing bullets and sticks. There is a
great example for dalite in the lslamic ra-
vpduiion of «ran where the youihs cama
out to die on the call of Ehcmeni Thea Une
touchables can't be successful unul thay
gacrifice  Martyrdom is the triumph of tha

revolution.  Dalite must seek the co-one-
ration and support of the |ndian Musiims
whao are algo the victims of Hindu fanatic-
ism  We would like o ses the biggest
demongiration of Indian histery by the os-
lits. The indian Black powear. Demonstr-
ation is one of the wepons of revolurion,
| pray for ihe succes of the dalit power.

AMARINIT S5INGH, Lomdon: Without
doubt © V' is probablvy the best rational and
smentific journal on the gue:non of dalits.
Mot anly it is very informative but alzo it
has managed to highlight the path the dal-
its must take for their liberation We  are
also happy that the OV will uniie the daliss,
ratipnalisis and “‘genuine’’ Marxists.

M, MITSUHASHI, Tokve: We find
the study of Devadasi really excellant.
Congratulations o Joint Waomen's Pro-
gramma. We can wall understand the seria-
usness of the Devadasi provlem- This study
should be read wialy ali over the world and,
tharefore, wa are sending Shans to the US
and France, In Japan also the woman is
exploited by man. Her average wage is half
of that of man. Japanese capitalism isg
built on the exploitaion of women. Besides,
it is reinforced by the division of sexes,
sien’s work (which is paid) is regroduced
and maintainad by women’s unpaid work
(such gs hovsework). Wae are interested
in the thought of Dalitagten. This concept
largely overieps Periyar's Dravidestan,
Wil indlan revolution be g ln from the
South ¥

K.5 BHGAWAN, Mysore: The Deva-
dasi system is horrible, inhuman, crual
To what axtent Hindu religion is degene-
rated. There is no greater heinous crime
than this Tha JWP team has done & good
job  The pictures are hearl-rending.

Dr. MULK RAJ ANAND, Rombay :
| admire your paersi<ting with your daliy
struggles. | will recommend DY to my
friends in India and abroad. L]



FALSE CASTE CERTIFICATES

DALITS EMBRACE ISLAM

(Dur cornespondeni)

Bangalore : High caste Hindus, who
ware responsible for the Marathwada and
Gujarat caste wars against the resardabons
to 5Cs, ara themselves shamelessly but
secratly #njoying reservations sacurad by
ebtaining falss caste certitificates, Such
ingtances have come to the public in diffa-
rent parts of India. InKamataka, the BJP
leader of 1he Opposition in the Legislative
Council has been charged in tha court for
obtaining such a false certificate. In many
cities. Braghmins have secured jobs by
producing false certificates saying they are
SCs In Kakinada, AP. we hear a repon
from a social worker., MVE Raju, that a
high caste Naldu securad a Govt. job
producing & false caste cerificate that he
belonged to & backward caste. Tha com-
plaint says the official working in tha office
of the CIFT, Kakirada belonged 10 the
Talaga comunity. The practice of oblain-
ing false caste certificate has eaton INto
the maagro job opportenities of the 50
5Ts & OBCs., Asthe high caste Hindus
who are issuing the ceniflicates and also
those sppointing are hand in glove in this
rackat, we have no confidenca that the
Gowvt. will pul an end to this widasproad
rackat. Thersfore. we call upon our dalit
and mingrity comrades to dirsctly tackle
guch casag  The best and the most effec-
thve way would he for the dalits and
minorities in respective offices o direcily
axposs such frauds and file casas againgt
them under the Protection of Civil Rights
Act. Dalit Voice would be glad 10 pub-
lish such indnndual cazes. Ll

TN BRAHMINS PROTEST

MADRAS: The Tamil Medu Brahmins
Association on Mov. 15 organized proces-
sions in parts of the State to ““awaken”'
members of the community to demand pro-
tection of thair rights under the Consti-
tuticn and 1o protest against whalt it termed
“unjustified and indecent remarks sbout
the community by some sections’’, réports

.

BELLARY: Mote than 200 persons ha-
been converted to | ¢ 1 8 min the last 1wo
months in Ballary city. The cConversions
were kopt secrel and was known only
when they were introduced in the masjids.
Reports af eonvorsions have also come
from the bordar taluks of Andhra Pradash,
Last week, Kondaredd of Kanekal willage
in Rayadurga taluk was converted to lslam
with his family of sight. His new nam 18
Khall Rehman., Conversions have &lso
been reported from Sandur, where a8 flour
il owner with his family was convarlid
to Islam. Most of the converts belong 1o
the backward cladses.

[indian Express Nov, 7) ]

PANTHER LEADER SURRENDERS

AURAMGABAD: Maharashtre D alit
Panther president Ganpadher G a d @ who
was wanied by the police in CONNECTion
with murder of a college clerk here surrén-
dared before the court on Nov. 5. Gade
who was abscording for over one-and-half
months, surrendared before the first class

judicisl magisirate’s court. (LA '

DALIT CHIEF ENGINEER: We are
glad 1o announce the appointment of
L Shivalingiah, & noted Ambedkarite
schotar for the first lime fo the prestigious
post of chisf engineer, (bldgs B comm )
in the Kamatoka PWO. He is responsible
for the publication of several books on
Ambedkar and o great piilar of strangth 1o
the dalit movement in the country. The
Karnataka Dalit Actlon Committes has
decided to falicitate him at a furction
in Bangalors shortly |

M. C. JOSEFPH

A renownigd rationalist, journalist, law-
year and freedom hohter, M C  Joseph,
died at his house at lrinjalakkuds, near
Trichur, after a prolonged illness. He was
95 Joseph was founder-prasident of the
Ravionalisi Association and editor of
“Yukthivadi’, & monihy devoted to the
spread of ratianalist thoughts, |

ooy
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BAMCEF CHANDIGARH CONVENTION

An evalvation
fProf. Jalfer AN, Bangsfore)

Thae BAMCEF 111 national convention from Oct. 14 10 18 proved to be & grest source of
ngpiration 10 the democratic lorces ol B5% of Indisns comprising the SCa/5Te, the OBCs
among the shudras and the minorities - Musims, Christians. Sikhs and others. "t s 2 gr-
#at tragedy with the indian democracy that the powers of 700 miliian gitizens have baen
monopolised by about 100 millions of the upper class people not only becauda this ane

seventh section of the socisly commancs
almost all levers of powers on account ol
its social status and adminiel atve privile-
o8, traditional hegemony end economic
prerogaindes, odutelione dommatioh erd
monopoly in the lelds of prass, looaiure,
fine arts and others . The lopssded dovepop-
meni of the post - Ingependence Indwn
sociaty has resched the acule siage of &b-
normality at which 100 miéons heve acq-
uvired the pogition of gupst humans on &C-
count of centuries of cuftural exploilaton
in almost &l figlds of life. Consequently
B00 millions have besn reduced 10 humili-
ated position of sub-humans, shom of ev-
en bislogheal resds of safety and securily.
The irony of the situtation is that Inda has
baen the craddlsol grest cultures like Vedc
dharma, Buddhism, Jainism, Islam, Christ-
ianty, Sikhiam and Vesrashaiviem. Thess
cubiires slngly ar jodntly have not pad su-
ficipnt atteniion [0 remows the cultursl
gap batwesn the 100 m oo baves and B0
mellion have: noss.  indapendani laia has
been producing godmaen winh superngiural
powirs 1o give peRce o mend and Blise
oaly 10 the gullible sections of haves both
int Inda and cutside, However, theie are

BAMCEF was formedn Delhi thica years

ago derbving ingpiration from D, B. R,
Ambeadikar The hara core of BAMCEF

leadership ol presant s wah 1he dalas. A
devoted sndhumans intelligentsls has em-
wrged undar the dynamic and dedicated hy-

mble and sincers, humanitarian and patriolic

leadership of Ksnshi Ram,president of the

BAWCEF which s & great powerhouse hor
the powaorless 15 crore Untouchables with
20 lakhs educated emplovess. The educ-
sted empiovens have grown callously indi-
Hereni io the loan they have 1o pay back
1o thelr community.  What is harahly true
wilh the 5C amployess equilly spplies 1o
the educaisd setlions of other down.1ro-
dden, 57, 0.B.C.°s and minorities. The
BAMCEF Chandigarh convention proved
o ba volcano which sent feocious but
Comp assionaie cals 1o the Tellow educated
emplayees 10 gol thefmdelves organised so
that BOO mdl ons of havenols may be re-
sutrected from their SuDDeresEng Qrave-
yards 1o cultural révivael and rensissance
#0 that the Incian Republic may be re-
constructed with active and enthusiastic
association of all the G600 millions of have-
notls along with the present 100 mdlion
masters.  What a sfrange coincidence [
O the one hard the B lakh-atrong  Virst
Hindu Sammelan ewwrricg A8 1 crore
from the coflem of industnalists and on the
other the daari-lke 6,000-gtrong 3rd na-
tional BAMCEF convention Incurming R,
26 Iskhs from Untoushabie himble pochets
stered on the sames dev—t1he 141h October
1887 The mission of the Virat Hindu
Samimetan wiad 10 Strengthen the amperia-
higtic hoid of the one seventh of the socie-
ty whersas the BAMCEF corvention was
to cormimisskon its followers 1o resurrect
the culiursily desolate and defunct educe-
ted miliions (o the lesdership-maoral, inbe-
Neztual, social - so that the BAMCEF was-
piralon may in um give binth among Indian

[Conted on page 10 Col. 2]
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Plight of Muslims
in India
Bangalore ; Indian Muslims are being
discriminated against in their own country,
Dr, A.U. Shaikh, a8 retired |AS officer,
alleged here on Oet. 27. Despite the

government's claims to its seculer nature,

the Muslims in the country were not trea-
ted on par with other citizens, he said.

Quoting an example, he said that Muslims
constiiuted 26 per cent of the armed ser-
wvices parsonnel in 1947, but their number
was almost negligible now  Dr, Shaikh
was delivering the Tippu Sulian shaheed
memorial  Ieclure orgenised by the Al-
Amesan Educational Sociery-Bangalore, on
the '‘Socio-economic testament of the 100
million Muslms in India”. About 30 per
cent of tha Muslims in the country werng
illiterate and a higher per cant lived below
povarty ling. Surveys had shown that 33
par cent of the slum-dweliers in Madras,
Bangalore and Lucknow were Muslhms
He ciiticised the Muslim leaders for negle-
cting the welfare of the Muslims in the
country.

Historians too had contributed towards
communal disharmony in the cowntry by
distorting facts. He called for the rewrit-
ing of Indian histary in the true splrit of
natignalism-  {Indian Express, Oct-28) [

AMBEDEAR CHAIR

AURANGABAD: The all-India Buddhist
and Scheduled Caste callege and university
teechers conference held here recently
demanded, emong oiher things, the insti-
tution of chairs in the name of Or. B, A.
Ambedkar in all the univergities in the
country. (Times of India, Oct 17) O

RICH AMERICANS GOING MaD

CALCUTTA ¢ Alfred Ford, a member ol
the multimillionaire Ford family of the US,
announced here on MNov. 9 that he would
renounce the world and devote himself o

10

tha Hare Krishna movament launced by the
International Society for Krishna Con-
scipugness Ford (30), who has assumed
the name of Ambarish Des, told a news
conference that the process of renunciation
WiES On.

| will come o India and settie here par-
manantly to have the grace of the supreme
God-Krishna®", he said. (UNI Nev 10} ]

SATI JUSTIFIED

Raipur : Jagatguru Shankaracharya of
Govardhan Pith Miranjan Deva Tirtha of
Puri is one of those religipus leaders who
still feal that the Sati syswem, ban on
widow remarriage and child marriage, 1o
name only a few, are the rights of the
Hindus which they must be allowed to
preserve.  (Sunday Nov. 8) O

BAN ON RSS DRILS

S1PALA © The Himachel Pradesh Govern-
me 1 has banned the ‘shakhas’ of tha ASS
and ithe Anend Marg and drills in public
places and school  Trey have been prohi-
bited from holding demonsiration with
weapons, including lathis at public places
(Uml Now. 3).
[BAMCEF Chandigarh Convention: Cont.
fram Page 2]
masses 1o the cultural révolution which
will Irvolve them actively and wholly in all
the processes - social, economic and ad-
rinistrative - of democracy of the Indian
Republic whereas now the dumb masses
are sxploited with inferior carruptive ince-
ntives only In the electioneering of the po-
litical parties. BaMOCEF as a recently em-
ergent and formative factor in the social
dynamics in India, heralds & sublime shif
in the direction of future events of Indian
national reconstruction. It is heartening 1o
nole that Maulana ~bul Hessan 411 Madvi,
a great saint of Lucknow, has given a call
of splritual humanism w b i ¢ h proclaims
mankind 1o be God's family. It is that call
which has ascocigted this wrlter with the
downirodden and persecuted sections of
the Indian society, o
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CHRISTIANS RE-CONVERTED

TO HINDUISM
BHOPAL : Jagadguru Shankaracharya
of Badri Ashram gaid hare an Moy, 6
1,200 converted Christians had been taken
back inte Hindwism recently in  Bihar ard
anathar 16 000 were brought Back to Hindu
raligion earlier—(Deecan Herald, Nov, &)

HINDU MEET CRITiE‘ISEl}

FUME: 5 M. Joshi, Janata parry
leader, criticisad the Hindu Ekia Andolan
saying that it was brying 10 revive Bran-
minism in the name of Hndu unity. He
was speaking as the chisf guest at a Tune-
tion to observe the 22nd death anniversary
of late Keshavrao Jedhe, the oolitical
leader and social refarmer of Maharashtra
in the pré-independerce eig, {Times of
India—MNowv, 9-81)

BEL DALITS ON WARPATH

BANGALOAE: The SC/ST Welfare Ass-
ociation of Bharat Electronics hare aecidad
1o resort to a relay hunger-sirike in Jaiu-
ary if their demands are nol conceded,
Prod, 5 5. Arakeri, MLA. and Association
President told newsmen here on Nov- 18,
Demands are the non-implementation by
the BEL management of 22 6 percant re-
servation for SCs and 5Ts, negiect on the
part of the trade unione to pretect the SC
employess’ interesis and non-recognition
of the association by the management. 0n
many occagions the sersices of SC, 5T
employess had beén terminated or suspan-
ded without assigning reasong, 11 5C, 5T
amployess who had been sacked be reins-
tated without delay and that a lission offi-
car be appomted for them immediately, out
of the 1,383 quarers, only 164 were pro.
vided for SC families and eight for STs.
The dalit houses were placed in a segr.
egated line and not mixed among other re-
Bidents” quarters a8 per Govermment
rules. (Deccan Herald, Nov, 21) O
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FOR DALIT VOICE

Full Page Rs 300
Hali 150
Cuarter ,, . BE
Bark Page 350

ANNOUNCEMENT

We regre! to note that some people
have rol réminted their yearly subscri-
prien of Rs, 10, Tnarefore, from the
noxt issue (Dec. 15), we are unebia
190 post the complimentary copies.
Subscrpuon may be sent to the add-
ress given on the last page.
PUBLIEHERS.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
FOR DALIT VOICE

Annual : Rs. 10
Single copy @ 0-50 Paiss
Subscription may be p=id through MO,
Outstation cheques must include bank
Eomimisaion.
Owverseas subscribers must bear ainm.ail
charges.

Organisations of dalits B persecuted
minoditieg may seek concesiions.
NEWS - STAND SALE
Arrangements are being made for sale of
Viojce in Stme capitals and other centras,
Mews-agents may wiite for particulais
of commission, el
Dalits and representatives of parseculed
minorities taking up ssle of Valoe will
get higher commission.

Phone : 33854
Dalit Sahitva Akademny,
108{7th cross, P.L Orchards,
Bangalora-B60 003, India
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HIGH COURT CHALO: A NOVEL

DALIT PROTEST

{Dhur corres oo ndernt)

Bangalore MNov. 23: In the biggest-ever “'High Court Chalo™ demonstration here this
morning over 1,000 slogan-shouting members of the Karnataka Daliv Action Commities
were arrested @fter thay burnt the elfigy of Chief Justice 0. M Chandrasekhar. Burka-clad
Muzlim women, Christiens. O8Cs & Brahmin journalist and even two black-robed lawyers
joined the massive demon stration which had crested consicerable anxiety inthe meands of the

judiciary and the police. The agitation was
to demand implementation of the consti-
tutkonal reservation in the High Court esta-
blishment 1o SC/5Ts & OBCs. They carned
a huge portrait of Dr. Amberkar and pla-
cards denouncing the anti-dalit stand taken
by the chief justice, Hundreds of office-
gners wached the demonstration. This is
the fourth time the DAL was staging 2
protest demonstration against the High
Court in the past four years but the High
Court had refused to budge an inch, conti-
nuously flouting the Copstitution  Instead
of acting as the guardian of the Consti-
tution. the High Court was itself violating
tha Constitution, D M, Thimmarayappa,
canyener of the DAC, told the dalit demon-
strators befora getting arrested.  The clty
police had erected a wall of constables 10
gae that the defiant dalis did not enier the
High Court. They had also tried their best
to see that the effigy of the chief justice
was not burnt.  But the dalits relused to
oblige the police. The arrests foliowed
the moment the effigy of the CJ carried in
& coffin was set on fire. The arrests foiled
the proposed dalit march to High Court.
The 18-point demand of the DAC included
appointment of more dalit judges. Curre

ntly there was only one judge each from
the SC. Muglim and OBCs. Women, tri-

bals and Christians had no representation.,
COnly the three top castes— Brahmins, Li-
ngayas and Vokkaligas—were dominating
the bench. To some judges. the HC had
become a family property. The '“High
Court ¢chale®” had received indirect support
frarm several influsntial clicles  The Siate
Chief Minister, several Minisiers, senbor
Govt snd police ofticers, a section of the
lawyers, Marxist parties like the CPM B
CPI. many lagislators were said to be Rappy
with the DAZ action. |f the HC refused 1o
make amends, a bigger agitation would
follow.  All of them agreed that the judici-
ary in India had been alweys anti-poor,
Meanwhile, the Dalft Volce has raceivad
information that dalits and persecuied mi-
norties in other perts of India are preparing
io follow the Bengalore example. The Ta-
mil Madu dalits had displaved the DAC po-
sters in the Madras High Court. Howewer,
DAL authorities wera pained 1o note that
the white-collar dalit employess,
wha were the the main victims of the anti-
dalit atand of the HC, did not participate in
today's agitation in full strength. It was
mainly a show of the illiterate, poor village
and slum-dwelling dalits and Muslims. Dr.
Ambedkar had nghtly expressed sorrow
gver the apathy of the educated daliis who

Wil @ enjoying the fruis of the resarvation. .

We hope this section would rise to tha,
oocasion and come in full sirangth when
the DAC came up with another higger
progQramime. (H |

ELOITOR ¥ T. Rajehekar
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