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POLITICAL PARALYSIS

Keen observers of the country’s political developments in racent months would not have
failed 10 notice the creeping paralyses as India attains the oge of 34. Despite the massive
majority in Parliament including the Rajya Sabha, the ruling party is not able 1o rule the
country, This is elearly evident from its confused action, indecision, wide-apread sacial
unrest, deapaning economic crigis.  The Ordinance banning strikes is vot another proof

of the paralysis

But the strikes and lockouts are merrily going on despite the ordinance.

The aconomy 15 $0 much shattered that a latest World Bank taport said India s pushed as
the 11th poorest country among 150 members of the Us0,

The general belief is that 8 government
will ba stable if it has a good majority in
the legiglature. But our ruling party has
a much bigger majority If the gate is
opanad today, thars will be a stampede of
MPs and MLAs. So the problem is not of
miajority. That majority rule will bring sta-
bitity did not work undar Indian conditions
The chisf ministers in the Stares are having
equally comfortable majority. This majo.
rivy, howesver, did not leed 1o stability. A
stable government need not masn & good
govaemnment. Pahadia in Rajasthan was
changad not because he did not have a
majority. Antulay is8 not able 1o govern
not because his party is weak., Gundu Rao
in Karnaiaka is said 1o be on the way out
not pecause of want of confidence in the
party, 5o too Anjaish in AP and all other
chisf ministers. In fact all these persons
are sulforing from indigestion as far as
volés are concarnad. Voles come without
evan ssking for it. 5o the problam is not
wanl of party stability but stability in
gociety. The popular beliaf that & massive
majority will lead to stable government has

-

proved false in India.  However can a govt.
be stable when the society iz not 7 The
Janata Party which had a stunning victory.
siso collapsed for the very ssme resson.
At least the Janata can be excused be-
cause it was a conglomerate of conilicting
interesls  But that is not the case with the
Cong.! which is a one single pany. There
is none to question the leader who enjuys
the confidence of the masses The chief
ministars are facing problems not from the
Dpposition-less seid the better about the
Opposition mad house—but from  their
own party. That means as days pass no
paolitical party, even after getting » land-
slide wictory in the general election, can
manage tho alfalrs.  This has become the
pattern of the day. The tendency to pull
apart and pull down tha lsadership will in-
craase gven within a party, This & not the
case of the Cong | alone  Every party is
facing a pevolt more from within, the CFM,
CPI are no gxceplion

That meang a poliical party evan if it
sweeps thé poll will lose all meaning as it
can’'{ assure a good government  Alrsacy
the thinking section of the population has
lost faith in the electoral process because



it is convinced that people are not assured
of sconomic change, let alone social cha-
nge. When & party winning an election
and forming a stable governmeant cannol
assure economic or social change what is
the use of that government . The peop-
le are naturally wondering why they have
beesn pushad to this precipice. So whan
8 duly slected governmant i3 not abla to
rule, the leadershio will have to find & réa-
gon 1o confuse the gullible and shirk rog-
ponsibility. Hence the discovery of foreign
hand, Gulf money, CLA, plot of a ciwil wai,
Muslim-Chnistian “global conspiracy”, Co-
mmunist throat alc, MNon-politcal laaders
of persecuted minorities should ssucare
their people on the failure of the so-called
democratic process in India and  hold
discussions on the suitable alternative.
Militant sections among Dalits in Karnataka
and else whore had given a call 10 observe
Aug. 15 Independence day as ““Black Day’
and also 10 quit Hinduism on thal gey bo-
cause of tho increasing reslisation (hat fre

adom has brought nothing o them, This
realisation is coming in mare and morg pe-
opia. Please think: you also will realise
the political paralysis creeping India, []

. TRUST FOR RATIONALISTS

Bombay : To encourage rationalist move-
ment in Indwa partcu arly in Gujarat ana
Maharashira, & trust is being formgd 1o
collect funds  Already Rs. 25,000 have
been deposited in the name of Buddhi-
pramanyawad Protsahan Trust. Those
inferested mav write to ¥ A. Lokhandwa'a,
president, Indlan Rationalist Association,
29 Municipal Industrial Estate, & Khadya
Marg, Bombay - 400011, o]

COMMUNAL KILLERS
OF HYDERABAD

Tha “Sundsy’’, tha Calcutis-based
weekly, is the first journal in India to come
gut with a truthful report onthe July 12-17
communal riots.  Since official authorities
came out with the theory that it was not &

communal riot the “Sunday™ report will be
helpful 1o understand the truth. On July
12, when the Hindus tock out the procéss-
ion, they stoppad bafora the Deani mosqua.
Muslims inside askod the Hindus not to
create noise bafors the mosque and this led
to a fight batwesn-a Hindu and Mushm
vouth, Sabir, and the latter was stabbad in
the stomach, Tha procession later, "“frealy
sttacked shops and houses of Muslims™
and they were "“armed with l«thal weapons
which included swords. knives, spears, -
shuls, barbers razors. cycle chains, iron
rods and lathis™  The Hindus were [aking
out only a religious procession but the
description looked as if they were going 1o
a war.

The Sundav gives the name of two Mus-
jims who wers stabbed fo death on July
12 On July 13, three Mushms and two
Hindus died. On July 14 and 15 further
attack on Muslims, The Sunday has given
T™he Cong (1) MLA from Karwan area as the
mian behind the row. On July 18, 8 Mus-
jim heed constable in uniform was atiacked
by the Aryva Samaj mob, N mentions the
name of Vandemataram Remachandra Rao,
the Arya Samaj lesder, for in'tilirg o=
nal passions by addregsing a series of press
conferences on Masnakshipuram conyrs-
ions 11 save pork was thrown inlo mos-
ques a1 three places. Allwyn factory
workers ariacked namazis in a8 MOSqUe nesr
the factory. Chisf Miruster Arjsiah said &
particular Hindu business community hag
financed the riots, 0

BRAHMINS ATTACK DALITS
BErahming in tha village Benipur, Fateh-
apur dt . near £llphabad, have beasien up
u-touchables becsusa they refused to
weoek B85 their bonded lebour. A Times of
India [July 31} report savs a large number
of Dalits left the village unable to bear the
Brahmin torture,  The report says the
Brahmins circled the houses of Dalits-beat
thiern vp and forced them to work as bong.
ed lebourers, O
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PLIGHT OF DALITS IN MARXIST BENGAL

{ Krishne Dhon Sardar)

belong to & SC community called “"Poundra®™ in West Bengal, 24-Paraganas

dt. Some years back we were called “"Poundra Kshatriyas'". On the West
Bengal Govarnmeant ordér, the Kshatriva part of the surname was dropped. Two leaders
of the community, Ananda Prasad Naskar and Hemachandra Maskar, both from 24-Para-
ganas district, weare réesponsible for improving the lot of the community. Their social re-
form movement was Sgainst uging contemplous caste names. The laiter became o
Minister under Chief Minister B, C. Rov. The community still maintaing a dograded
position. The economic condition has risen a little, Educationally however it has improved
a lot. The credit for this progress cannet go to the government alons. It is mainly due
to the axpansion of Calcutta city and the increased demand for labour supplied by this

community.
The trade union movemant undsr the caste, are acute in Bengal, But this fee-
communists no doubt has helped lessen ling” never rose to the point of untouch-

caste distinction, thanks to Marx's materi- ability. Here, | found, non-Brahmins have
alistic and atheistic philosophy. This atiack a seperate Durga Puja house by the side

on the caste could have made greater ol the Brahmins and Keyasthas, who
headway if the CPM_and other Left parties  politically, economically and educationally
were not dominated by the high caste Hin- accupy key positions, will not allow even a
dus. By crafty means they captured the Intle chance not only to the 5Cs, whose

leachership of Lefi parties and made the condition can be compared to that of the
bursaucracy run along a line which was strest boggar, but also to other low caste

anti- Dalit. Hindus

| have been fighting against the corr- The tactical side of warfare againt 5Cs
upt Brahmin prissthood and also ageinst and ather low-caste Hindus waged by the
fanatical Muslims. 1t is true that Muslim Brahming and Kayasthas is by [oining any

political leaders like Faziul Hague, who ruling party and capluring its leadership
once formed Krishak - Mazdur Praja Party  ohy from the village to the State level.
during the Muslim Lesgue Minigiry in un- The Bengali Brahmins and Kayasthas
divided Bengal, joined hands with the 3Cs {Joyti Basu is a Kayastha) know that the
which forced the Hindu-dominated later SCs have hardly any time to think as o

governmeants to think in terms of doing how they are being exploited by their own

something for them. Fazlul Hagque iater “religious”” bretheren, In Bankura thoss
became the Prime Minister of undivided who were once landlords and who still
Bengal under the Briush. possess large amount of lands in a fictitious

There are several SC communities in way, by making malafide transfer of lands
24 - Paraganas area. They are Rajbanshi, even 1o the name of dogs and to the name

Muchi, Kaora, Havi. Chandal. There are  ©f those who are still 10 be bom, are the
geveral Hindu low Ca81le communitics vary leaders of the CPM conducting the
whose condition is no way better than the movement 1o grab surplus lands from the
§Cs. These Hindu communities are called big landholders and then to distribute it o
" Sankhari " [ conch-maker, seller aic. ) the landlass.

Brahmins treat them #s low-born. Feelings CPM has no programma of work sgaingt ca-
of cagte-ditingciion, of low casté and high stedistinction, They say if socialism comas,



all these obnoxious systems would auto -
matically vanish. They are more sager to
win votes by sllowing ceste feeling to
flourish than to incur displeasure arising
out of such a work., As » member of the
CPl and then of CPM since 1957, for
about 12 years at a stretch, | became con-
vinced that the I‘_!i:h:‘il.‘lg_lip&ciall'f Brahming
and Kayasthas, would wage a war against
the SCs and 5Ts in the name of defending
their sconomic class  interest under the
vary banner of Marxism, and Enoutiig the
slogans of " workers of the wond u-ite”
We did not find this sort of hypocrisy
during the Congréss rule. When Siddharta
Sankar Ray was Chief Minister of Wes:
Bengal, he said educated shudras should
be invited to worship Durga. Brahmins
protested againgt this.

From this we can conclude that appea-
rances of ‘progressivensss’ iz deceptive-
CPM or no CPM. As long as Brahminism
exisis, caste syatom will not go  Brahmin-
hood is not only & pure religio-social matter,
but it has also politicsl and sconomic over-
tones, The Hindusz, at least the upper
strata of them, want the caste because
otherwise their ecnomic and political inter-

est will ba in jeopardy. The recent caste
rots in Gujarat is as much social as they
are politico-economic. The buming of
Sakrabhai by some high caste Patels is a
very glaring example of Hindu banevolance.
It is no wonder therefore that humanism
tried to save itsel from the sulfocating
atmosphare of the value system of Hindu
religio-social culture through conversion to
Islam. It is a solace 10 those convened
Muslims that they would be treated as
humans hareafier.

When | tiret tried to replace a Brahmin
by a shudra in 1852, our family priest and
guru tried their best to create confusion by
raising the bogey of divine curse 1o fall on
our head. | was once thrown out of ihe
templé by the Brahmins during the singing
of "Harinam” because of my being born in
& low caste. | am still on the look out for the
mzans which would finally put Brahmini-
EmM 1o the grave,

Instead of golng ower to lslam for
emanicipation from the curse of caste-hat-
red, | llke Dalits to get united and wage
war on Hindus. | know it is an uphill task.
We want 1o fight Brabminism. caste 5=
stom, and idel worship  I¥ necessary let
us organise a movement for Dalitastan. O

CPI dilemma

Mew Delbi: CPlig in @ dilemma. Party
members are confused. The recent split.
with the Dange faction forming a rival par-
ty. has taken away many stalwarts, 1SCUS
(indo Soviet Cultural Society) is also split.
The Dange party is claiming that it is closer
to Soviet union, and tha latter has given
snough indication thatitis ea. Meanwhile,
there are reports that Moscow has ssked
the CPI to support Indira Gandhi, failing
which the flow of huge funds to the CPI
may be stopped. There are also reports
that it has asked the CPl 10 denounce B5S
andthe BJP as the onemy No. 1 and launch
4 Campan againgt them Al these havo

—

brought about terrible confusion. Thera
are reports that Moscow has demanded
change in the CPl leadership. Al these
'ndcate a victory to the Dange faction [

Postal Censorship

New Delhi :  BJ# |aader Vajpayee said in
Delhi that the Union Homea Minigtry offici-
als have been directed to CArFY out “un-
official censarship'* of the mul of 300 po-
litcal leaders and journalists, according 1o
a Swesman report of Aug 3. such a
censorshio is conducted by them within
post offices.  This interception and cen-
sorship of the mail came 1o light in Karna-
taka alse  But we have definite informa-
ion that ASS agents in postal dept. also
undertake a similar job and quite a num-
bar of vietims have complained 10 us sho-
ul this, |
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CASTE PREJUDICES

AMONG WNWAXALITIES

{Our Correspondent)

ydarabad

Chapala Erelah, the only CPML member in the Andhra State

Assembily who jumped to the ruling Cong. I. is 2 standing example of the
deep caste prejudices inside the Naxalites who claim to be the most revolutionary parties
in the country. He is an uneducated tribal leader belonging to the Chandra Pullareddy
group of Maxalites-one of the powerful ML groups in A-P. They have strong tribal base
in the Bhadrachalam forest on the bank of Godavari, Khammam district. Pullareddy, over
60, has a price of Rs, 1 lakh on his head. His student front is PDSU (Progressive

Democratic Students Union).

All the M-L groups were shocked
whan Errigh crossed owvar 1o the Cong-l.
Maturally evervone is intarested in know-
ing what made a Maxalite join Cong-l.
What are the facts 7 And to probe this we
waani 10 his congtituancy.

The tribals we met said Erriah was
often ill-treated by the M-L leaders and
gtudents  He had no freedom to do any-
thing. He was treated as 8 slaver He was
not allowed to go any whare without their
permission even though hé was an MLA, He
wae not even allowed to sleep in hig room
at Hyderabad MLA hostal as it was always
crowdad with youths and students and

Maxalite leaders. He was ssked 1o sleep

in rhe varandah. Me was not allowed 10
send his salary to his family. Even boys of
16 tried to dictate him as they felt that
baing an undducatéd, that (oo & tribal, he
did not know Marxism. But as long as
he wae In the ML party they did not
openly g4y that he was ignorant of Marx-
ism. But when he loft. they said he knew
nothing of Marxism-

Othar ML groups did not protest such
insinuations. The CPl & CPM enjoyed
such allegations. This is the position of
our Left parties and thair caste prejudices,
How can Marxism come 1o India with such
Left leaders heading our Left movement?] )

Mahesh Yogi bid to convert iribals
Bhopal: If Lhristians open any Institution to
uplitt the tribals they are accused of conver-
gion. Mahesh Yogi, who has returned to
India, Is investing crores of rupaes in MP
tribal belt. According to a Statesman’s
gpecisl represantative report (26/5/81),
Mahesh Yogi is investing at least Rs.) Dero-
riag in different industries in the ir-bal areas
Mahash Prasad Sheivastay. as he was than
known, tha Yogl was horn in a villaga near
Raipur. The Stalesman Sayshe has alres-
dy invesied Rs 3 crores and is about 10 sel
up a number of industries all over India, 1o
prove that the TM (Transsendental Madita-
tign) improves productivity. The mvest-
mant on handloom industries alons comes
to over Rs.3 crores,  In 13 districts, ha has
boughtland, The whole idea is to urm b=
ba's into his devotees The RSS s actively
helping him. The officials are rendering
gvery assistance, In Jagaaslpur, Bastar

di. he hag opened a silk factory., Tha tri-
bals and others have demanded a probe in-
o the gource of Mahesh Yogi's funds [

WIKDUS HIRE DACOITS TO KILL DALITS IN Mp
Bhopal: Caste Hindu Thakurs have hired
dacoit caste man to Kill three untouchables
in the Chambal valley, on July 28, Accord-
ing to ithe Bhopal spacial correspondent of
he Statesman [(Aug.2) the offénce commi-
ttad by the Dalits was that they offered "haly
Gianga water” 1o a Shiva idol despite object-
ion from the Hindus  The ghastly incident
took place in Shivapuri district.  The report
gays Brahmin priests ealluded in the murder
of the Dalits in Dhoria village. On July 28,
when somé 16 Dalits were walking away
gfter offering the pravers and the ““holy
water”', the Thakurs brought the decoits
and made them shoot down the Dalits,
Hiring dacoits by Hindus to terrorise Dalits
i% not new inthis area.  Police officers who
who are slgo Hindus just wink af such
offences. O




Letters to the editor :

SGERBETINGSES FPROIM T.E.DALITS

L. PATIL, President, Dr. Ambedkar
Memorial Trust, Watfoed, UK. :  Mambers
of the trust and other Dalits who have gong
through the Dalit Voice, & your contribution
to the Marathwads agitation, the G uja-
rat caste war really appreciate your hard
work towards the Dalit cause, Dalit Voice
is wvery much appreciasted here. Your
coverage of the Dalit issues is not found
in the mass media in India. O

M, N, JAVARAIAH, Mysore : Very
much impressed with your burning facts
about the mass eonversion of untoucha-
bles at Mesnakshiouram. As a matter of
fact, untouchabl es are mera untouchables
and nothing else in the eyes of Hindus,
Whean unteuchables can never become
Brahmins lot them becoms Muslims at
least whera they can b secure, 11 is none
of the Brahmins® business to comment
upon or 10 question the religious rights of
untouchables. My only suggestion 1o
Brahmin leaders like Vajpayes and Pojawar
Swamy. and their ASS people is that, lat
them also bacome Muslims ; so that there
will be an absolute equality., And a3s a
result, there would never be Hindu-Mus-
lim clashes and bloodshed- On tha other
hand, as long as untouchables rémain as
Hindus, . untouchability can never be re-
moved, because of which India in the eyes
of tha warld iz a nation of untouchablas
and, it is a, greatest stigma on humanity.
Theratore untowchables have paved the
way for the Hindus to protect the national
prestige of India by becoming Muslims,
So dear Hindus, don’t waste time, follow
untauchables, bacomeé Muoslims and pro-
tect India. (|
Carlos Monteiro, Panjim, Gos ;  Theravo-
lutionary content of the "Voice” has made
our blood boil,.  We extend our sclidarity
in struggle W]

N. THANGARAJL, gen. secretary:
All-India Backward Class Railway Emplo-
yees Astociation, Villupuram (TN) ;. We
are wvery much interested in the imple-
mentation of tha Mandal Commission
reporf. We want the "Vaice' to fight for
this. The Dravida Kazagam general secre-
tary Veeramani is organising a backwara
class mass rally in Dalhi in August. As
for the mass conversion of Dalits 1o islam,
pleass send your repragentative to Meena-
kzhipuram to ascortan the fecrs. =

HONNAPPA KAHALE, Bangolore :
Your editorial, *“Why this war preparation 7
(July 15) s guite timely and thought
provoking AT ter getting disapponied
for years the Dalits of Mesnakshipuram
took to Islam. It is after doep thinking
and gonviction they took this decision, and
thus gave a green signal to Dalits 0 rest
of India 10 follow them, How can it be a
dangsi signal as interprated by  Vajpaves 7
An untouchabls zees his emancipation
only in conversion as the quickes! and sure
method of progress, getting rid of harress-
ment, ill-treatment and homiliation from
Hindu sociaty. 1s therd any other quickar
method for his emanicipation ¥ It is the
axpérience of an “"Hindu Harljan"" that a
convart talslam or Christianity is far betier
in his social life. Hindus and Hinduism
have forfeiled their right 10 think on behalf
of Dalits and decide about their future.
Only Dalits know their intrests batter and
where it ligs. 1
5.A . Yecrapandian, Tanjore: Congratulation
te Vioice which has the potantial of beco-
ming the Voice of all soclally sxploited. Mo
force on esrth has the guts o face the Dalir-
OBC-Muslim and Christian united front.

Therafors your policy 10 seek an alliance of
all these persecuted minonties is the bast

sirategy. W
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CONVERSIONS & SOCIAL CHANGE

P R. Kuppuswamy, Advocate, Karur, T. N)

Meenakshipuram has become the symbol of the trend now seems 1o set in Tamil Nadu
and all over India. What a storm it has created throughout the length and breadth of the

country is now wall known.

S5ome Chrigtians too opted for lslem
since they see the continued presence of
untouchabihly ameong Chnstians also,
Reports are daily pouring about individual
and group eonversions  As Makwana
puts it the intelligent umouchables of
Temil Nadu had opted for Islam implying
thareby that the other religions neither
absolve them from the curge of untoucha-
bility in social practice nor they afford the
required self-réspect and protection from
the continued oppression,  Hindu commu-
naligis and the RSS ses s danger in the
conversion. Their apprihension is under-
standable  They stand for the interests of
the upper crast of the Hindus. If about
20% of the SCe/aTs opt for other religions,
especialiy Islam, there will be comes-
panding depletion of the Hindu population
and rise in Muslim and other populstion.
The relative woakness w there. Further
the onslaught of backward classes against
tha Srahming ond thelr slliss will incraass
Singe the conflict between BCs and 5Cs
may soon céaze, the Brabhming' manioula-
tive tactics to use such confiicts for thei,
advantage will be greatly mininised,

Formerly undar the Rajas and foudal
lowcls the Brahminsg were allotted
all or most of the good cultivable lands
ag Inams ete. They had besn cruelly ax-
ploiting the untouchables who were mainly
agricuttural labourers. Untouchables can
nawar forget the Brahmin tyranny. The Tamil
postical work, “"Mandanar Charithram'”
wag written in such a sifustion. Mow mo-
st of the Brahmins had sold their lands to
the BCs who started imitating the Brahmi-
ns and in fact excalled in their tyranny aga-
inst 3Cs. Formery the conflict batween
them was mone social, But now the eco-

nomic aspect is more explicit.  Unfortuna-
tely neither the BCs nor the SCs soem 1o
roalise that all their eocial disabilities, cul-
tural backwardnass and their economic de.
gradation are the result of the Brahmin-Ba-
nia conspirdcy over years. They do not
realise that thewr conflicts on caste fines,
despite their identical economic interest,
will not deliver the goods, on the other ha-
nd. will help keep them permanently under
the yoke of thewr exploiters. Those who
wark for social change in India sapecially
our paoliticel leaders including those in Left
parties have no scheme to fight the caste
system. MNay. They have been only stre-
ngthening the hands of high caste expio-
iters,

Brahmins, who had disposed of their
lands, captured the entire govermental
administiation and the leadership of the
political parties, (rads unions, cultural and
educational organisations. mass media,
financial institutions etc. Brahmins and
Baniak, now manage the whole aconomic,
political, social, culiwral, religious, and edu-
cational alairs of the countny.

Left forces have failed to bring about
the social changes because their leader-
ship is also in the hands of the very high
cazte Hindus, Hencs, the oppressed sect-
ions who could have otherwise sought so-
lution in Marxism are opting for religious
conversions & an immediate relief. This
i# like trying to cure the symploms leaving
the deseans as it i, That means exploi-
tation &% such will continue. The .caste
conflits will be replaced by communal con-
frontations. The consequence is that the
ranks of the have-nots will be at logger
haads on caste and communal lines and
thereby posiponing the meaningful confron .



tation betwesn haves and have-rots. Such
ghastly state of affairs is imminent because
of the continued refusal of the Hindu
fanatics to change their wavs and means.
But they cannot. Because, unless one
renpunces Hinduism, one cannot
practise eguality. This is the paradox,
Where is the light 7 Perivar is no more,
Ambedkar is daad. We have to have a new
leadership which is able to palvanise and
unite the entire poor despite their caste
differences and lsad them 1o wictoricus
march against their religous, social, acong-:
mic and political oppressors.  Conversions
1o other religions from Hinduism is not new
in India, But the present conversions
are creating concem for those who stand
for social change-those interestad in buil-
ding a society based on equality. But the
concern exprassed by the high caste i3 not
about this  They are worrled about the
deplation of the ranks of Hindus and the
swelling of the ranks of Muslims. The
D. K. has been woicing the case of the
SCs and is axposing the Brahmin welainy
and their propogenda stunt.  Thougn Feri-
yar himself had glven a call o the suppre-
gped to join lslam to achieve brotherhood,
he had refreined from doing so afier 1947,
There is continued good relationship among
Muslims and the parties of Oravidan
movement In Tamil Nadu., The DME too
i supporting the 3Cs cause on this issue,
There i5 no ripple at ail in Tamil Naduw
among the people over the conversions
In fact R, M- Veersppan, the right hand
man of the Chief Minister MGR had expra-
ssed his astonishment at the Tamil Nadu
peoples’ apathy over conversions, MGER
himself had chided tha new converts ' a5
they were lured by maney™'. The visits of

reéligious fuminarizs, the Hindu conference
for wnity at seenakshipuram attended
by religio-politeal leadars like Vajpayee,
the screamings by the Brahmin press and
MGHR'S currant apen-pro-Brahmin posiure
and his papers secret supgort ta the Hindu
communalists have not bean able to create
any desired impact on the masses, [

A CONVERT SPEAKS :

Dr. HS. ABDUL RAHIMAN, Kerala:
Thousands of untouchables were convertad
and being converted every day by Chris-
tians. Mo Hindu speaks 8 word against
that because converts will be inferior to
them but as soon as they accept [slam,
they become equal to the high castes : That
ks why the Hindus canrot tolerate. Some
people advise the Dalits to adopt Bud-
dhism which is a branch of Hinduism tself,
Another thing to be kept in mind is that
thare are several castes among Hindus and
though all of them call themselves Hindu
thers cannot be inter-marriages among
them But as soon & man embraces Islam
he is @ member of tha Islamic brotherhood
and he can have marriage with old Mus-
lims.  Imomy own cesa, | am a convert end
have married from the old Muslim family
and my son has married the daughter of a
Syed who is a coffes plarter The only
way to progress for untouchables is 1o
ambrac [slam and no other way.
“"RAMESCHANDRA PARMAR,
President, Gujarat Dalit Fanithers,
Ahmedabad: The July 156 issue
of the Dalli Voice i thought-provoking.
The editorial, ~“Why this war preparation 77
im inspiring. | have distributed ten copies
i the Voice 1o Gujerati newspapers which
ara misleading the people on CONVersions.
Voice alone has given the corract picture.
Brahmins ail over India are making a lot of
noies about conversions because they are
really worried ]
DANGEROUS TREND

Mrs. M. R Bhatty, Nagpur: | find the
entire trend towards conversion to lslam
very disturhbing  Knowing how hMuslm
leaders have mainpulated their voling
strength in the past, it is likely that unscru-
pulous eterments will easily exploit con-
vertad Datite to their own detriment  Thay
will then becoms the target of persecution
for having been Harijan and then becoming
Muslim., Also, | ses the entive Dalif
movement as such splitfing and dividing its
strangth between Harijan, Musiim  and
Nes-Buddhists  Atleast as neg-Bueddhists
thay are still self-directed with their lesders
chosan from among their own ranks. As
Muslims they will become subject to the
will of the lslamic clerics and no longer
masters of their own desting.  The long-
term effects could prove disasteous to them,
| think Ambedkar had thowght about
gll these aspects befors he decided on
Buddhizm. |




WHOSE “HIDDEN HAND" BEHIND HYDERABAD RIOTS ?

Hyderabad ;

Union Home Minister Zail Singh said afvér a tour of tha riot-affected areas

hare on July 29 that the ""Government had evidence of a hidden hand behind the recent

disturbances” in which tha official figure of tha dead is put at 40 and those stabbed at
380, Chief Minister Anjiah had also made o similar statemeant

Anjiah said that it was nol a Hindu-
Muslim clash but 8 conspiracy 1o OvVer-
throw his Government. Both said “there
ware instances of & particular culprit stab-
bing parsons of both the communities and
h&nce it was not a communal clash™, Un-
like other communal riote. there was no
mab confronation with the police, no loot-
ing, arson or mob frangy. The pattern was
antiraly new as the stabbing were ot hit
and run  typs i narrow  bylanes, they
said. Beyond stating this both the leaders
were very much sacretive about the whola
thing while asserting that they had tull
facts but would divulge it only at appro-
priate time.

This make us suspicious about the whole
thing. While communal clashes are be-
coming a daily feature, the victims of it arg
miosily the minorities and that 100 the poor,
The Government hes taken hardly any
steps 1o check this nsing endency. On
the other hand, the ruling pary goes on
gxploiting communal clashes, putting the
blama on B35 to please the minorities and
thus comering all their votes. Therefore
as long a5 communal clashes are thers
-pnd this i suré to be there-the minority
voies will never go out of 18 hand  That
is why the political parties do ROt wani 10
publish facts about the so-called foreign

hand and hidden hand. If the Hyderabad
violence was not 8 communal clash, the
facts will be known the moment the names
of the dead and the injured are published.
Hut tha govt does not reveal even the
exact figure of the dead and the injured.
The whola thing iz kept in secret and the
public is allowed to be fed on rumours.
Already RES leaders have staried speaking
about an “international  conspirecy .
Indisn Express (Aug. 3) quoting Vende-
matram Ramachandra Reo, Hyderabad's
Hindu leader, who perticipated in the
Rahamatnagar conference 10 reconverl
untouchables-turned Muglims, says the
Hyderabad clashes are conmectod with the
conversions, Aeo revealed that the “Rea-
gen Government in collusion with Arab
nations wera out 1o upsst the political
satup in India’” through such clashes and
gonvarsions, The Govermmmeént is only
helping the Hindu communalists by nof
coming out with the facts,

This “"hidden hand and foreign hand’”
was clied at Moradebad., Biharshard and
now at Hyderabad. The non -political
leadans of munority community should fully
understand this game of the couniry's
ruling class and da something sbout it to
break this vicious circla, ]

TRIBAL WOMEN (0 WARFATH
Sme. Vibhuti Patel

Bombay : In Dhulis District, Maha-
rashira. over 2000 women participated in
& working class women's conveniion an
the May Day this vear. The Conference
wiad arganised by the Shramic Siree Mulkii
Sanghatana [Toiling Women's Liberation
Group) formed in Der, 1980

The Adivasi tribsls constitute the majority
of the toiling masses in this district and the
Sanghatana has waged many strugoles
around the specific oppression of woman:

wifmhaaiil‘:n_. dawiry, répe s well ag eno.
normic sxplotation and tribal appression.-

e — —

_.Eu on HSS

The Central Govtis examining the advisa-
bility o restricting the sctivitios of the R35
and ceramn extremist organizations, it s
authoritatively learnt, reporis PTI.

The Government has recehved reporis
from warious parts of the country about
conceried plans by communal elements (0

create tenslon and disturbances |



SsELECTION BY MERIT OR CASTE *

THE EBEATILE ROTAL

[(Our Correspondent)

Coimbatore :

A furious battle i=  going on all ever India whether admissions to adu-

eation and recruitment to jobs, promotions should be on the basis of caste or merit-cum-
income. The high caste people all over India are unanious that merit and efficiency have
suffered in India because admissions, recruitment and promatiens are increasingly being

done on the basiz of caste,

Such a shift has staned effecting the
privileges and properties being enjoyed
by thess high castes from centuries. How
sver, the Constitution which says casta as
the criterion, has upheld the claims of 5Cs
& 5Ts. The Nov. 14, 1380 Supreme Courl
judgment of V. R, Krishna lyer dismissing
the Akhil Bharatiya Soshit Karmachari {non-
SCs & STsi Sangh’s writ petition thus up-
holding the job reservation in Rallways for
SCs & 5Ts and itz final review by Suprame
Court an March 31, 1881, has tried to end
this controversy temporarily. Buot who
bothers sbout the Constitution and the
Supreme Court 7 The high caste people
launched the Gujarat caste war on untouch-
ables on this vary same issue of resar-
vations to SCs B 5Ts. They are so fu-
rious about reservations that a speeker at
the RS5-sponsored " Hindu Resurgence
Conference’ ' a1 Ramanathapuram on July
27 said: The Government has created a naw
clasa of religion-the gazetted religion.
They are the 5Cs, 5tz and OBCs™

The Young Mens' Brahmin Association
of Coimbatore wants onby those with an
annual ingome of Rs 9,000- ard less o
be entitled for reservations- [T wants
marit and income alone as the criteria 1o
detarmine backwardness. The abovae
demand highlights that the high casies of
India Bre not prepared ta accepl the
Constitution or Krishna Iyver’'s judgment.

When they are not prepered 1o show
any mercy to the SCs & 5T, will they
listem to the claims of OBCa, & report
{Mandal Commission) on which is pending
before the Govt ¥ OBCs constifule about
505 of our population and economically

they are as poor as the 5Cs & 5Tz, Soma-
times poorer,  The latter at least have the
constitutional reservations but the OBCs
have none. Meanwhile the Gopal Singh
Committes hag recommended job reser-
vations for minorities who have been

reduced to second-rate citizens.

That means all those who have baen
denied & say in governing the Ccouniry
must join hands, o offer a joint fight. The
minorities have already joined hands with
the 5Cs & 5Tz The whole problem is the
vast OBCz. The Akhil Bhaiat Soshist
Karmachari Sangh which went in a writ
petition against the SCs & 578 before the
Supreme Court and the differest Oppressed
Emplovees Associations springing 'up in
different places are mainly led by OBCs.
The upper castes all over Indla are using
the DBCs to fight the low castes and the
minorities. This has been their game.  In
Meenakshipuream and Korayur (TH), the
SCs embraced [slam not because of high
caste airocities but the Thevars who are
DBCs  The philosophy of Periyer had
coime 3% 8 boon tothe backwards and they
wars able to seize political powaer from the
high castes in TM only becavse of the
awakening brought about by Pariyvar. The
DME & ADME enjoyed power in TN only
because of Perivar. But it is an insult to
Feriyar that the OBCs having been bene-
fitted by Periyar later turned against the
untouchables. The Dravida Ehazagam
which Is the organisation of Perivar now
led by @ great leadar like Vesramani should

seriously examine this development and
avert the crisis, educate the DBCs on pro-
per lines and make them join hands with
the 5Cz angd minorities  1f the OBCe fail
to joln hands with S5Cs and minorities they
will be the warst sufferers and not

athers |
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AMBEDKAR - GANDHI CLASH

(Our Corraspondant)

Bangalore : A massive 3-ton 13-feel high bronze status of Dr- B, R. Ambedker claimed
1o be tha talleat in India costing Rs. 1,25 Iakhs was Instelled befora the Vidhana Soudha
here on July 23, The statue stands on 8 well-chistled marble pedestal. Chief Minister
Gundu Rao, who will unveil it on Aug. 19, must be thanked for resdily conceding the
demands of the Karnataka Dalit Action Committes for renaming the Vidhana Veadhi as
Ambadicar Road and for installing an Ambedicar starue bafore the Vidhana Soudha.

He hae also granted holldey on the
Ambedkar Jayanti - April 14, Besides, ha
has agreed 1o give 8 piece of land in the
cantrg Of the city 0 put up Ambedkar
Bhavan and a handsam= arani for the Dalit
Sshitya Akademy. All these concessions
o the Dalits has led to serious heart-bur-
ning among communsl Hindus. A stand-
ing proot of this is the damage they did to
the Ambpedkar rosd name-board  Thay
filed a writ before the High Court against
renaming the road. Some members
questioned in the legislature the Govern:
mant’s decision to ingtal Ambedkar statue

bafore the Vidhana Soudha, According to
them, only the statue of Eengal
Hanumanthaiva, a former Chief Minister
who built the Vidhans Soudha, should be
instalisd, The controversy wil incresse.
&l over Indis Ambedkar siatues are baing
sitacken and damaged. And Bangalore
will not be an exception. Since Ambedkar
is the symbol of the rising Dalit power,
it will not be tolerated by the pro Gandhi
high castes who own the properties and
privileges A clash betwean Ambadkar

and Ganohi is ingvitable. We welcome
such o clash, Ll

FGEMULA FGE A HAF'FW HDHE
_———
Man, wife, children and Savings
it Evenyhome is a nest of happiness,
¥ of laughter, of enjoyable occa-
B slons... .. and ensuring this
i happiness is whot we would like

For, it is you, who has to decide
£ how much to sove. for whom to
i35 save and for how long to save.
S Whotever you  eom., there is
U clways something you con put by
i for tomorrow____a tomorrow tnat
is as full of happiness as todoy s,

Come to us__
fef’'s discuss all about & today.
CORPORATION BANK

[ Whally owned by the Governmeni
of India)

i Admn. Office : MANGALORE

::;j'-, to do, with your help naturaliy. E
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TARKUNDE BACKS CONVERSION

Cochin ; Justlce V. ™. Tarkurde, &
leading jurist ard chairman of the Peopla's
Unig~ for Civil Liberties, has defended
untouchables joining Islam. The Hindu
{Auwg. 8) savs ""Harijans had now found a
powerful weapon 1o edcepe from opp-
ressign-tha threat to embrace lslam They

are following the right policies 1o make
the Hindu society behave'", he said. O

MORE JOIN ISLAM

Deaspite the RE35-sponsored Hindu con-
ference at Meenakshipuram. inspired ropo-
rts on reconversion. bribes offered by
Hindy -leaders, ma'e uniouchables have
emb.aced 1slam a1 Meenakshipuram,

“The Hindu' (Aug. Q) has pubtished a
PTI report saying 256 more uniouchable
familigs became Muslims. More untouch-
_ab e% in naatby villages are golting resdy,
it savs.

Madural ;A& UNI report save 28 more
untouchabiez from Vesraranur and six

from Vairavanaendal, near Chatrakudi in
Rammnad disirict, embraced |slam, the police

waid 1
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WORLD CHURCH COUNCIL URGED TO PROBE

APARTHEID IN INDIA

Dalits apaal to WCC

Tha World Council of Churches, Geneva,
has given its findings on the racial discri-
mination by the White rulers of Australia
against the native aborginals numbering
1.5 lakhs agairst a total population of 1 4
crores. Racism is entrenched in every
aspect of Australian sociewy, a WCC report
says The aborgines have bacome ihs
“invisible, unseen a+d unheard people of
Australia®”. The WCC report has called
upon churches ail over the world o raise
a cry and bring pressure on their respec-
tive governments to wutiate internasional
action It urged the Internabona Comimi-
esion of Jurists. the UN Human Righis
Commiss:on and the Amnesty International
to vislt Australia,

While welcoming the report we call
upon the WCC 10 send a similar team to
India to probe the condtions of Indian
untouchables whose position 8 worse
than that of any similarly placed groups in

the whole world. A request to this offect
had baan already made by the convener of
the Karnataka Dalit Action Committee
when he addressed the Amsterdam confe-
renceé of racial minorities. The request
was reiterated during the recent Christian
Conference of Asia session in Bangalore.
Forming almost a third of India‘s popu-
lation, the untouchables constitute the
single largest racially segragated group in
the world  ““Apartheid in India”™, (Re. 1)
8 booklet brought out by the DAC, con-
tains the speech of its convener delivered
at the Mew Zealand conference of racia;
minorities. As the untouchables are faced
with hostile forces all around, they have
nong 1o appeal to inside India. They are
in search of allies. Christians have been
alway their best friends. Therefore we look
upon the WCC to comae to  their rescue to
expose this worid's most well-guarded
sgcrel - the Apanheid in India. O

BANJARA YOUTH REVOLT

Bangalore : Lambanis or the Banjara
population is 16 lakhe in Karnataka & about
1.76 crores in Inda Lambanis. which
once produced a famous political leader
V.P, Maik, Chisf Minister of Maharazhtra
are probably the only all-India community
speaking one language and having one
sinale but colourful dress. Maostly aarl-
culturai .abourers, they live in grinding
poverty with hardly any educaton. There

from the community. In Karmataka recanthy
E T Rathod, a former Minister, was made
prasident of the State PCC (I). L R. Maik
MP, anather, leader is the president of thelr
State - leve! community association .

The youth of the community have been
for long complaining against the community
leadership. Recently they met here and
complained that the elders of the commu-
nity have done nothing to help the vouth
Lambanis may not be untouchables but
they have been included in the SC list in

Earnataka In AP, Orisss and Bihar thay
i not even a single, 1AS or PS5 officer are classifiod as STx. 0
ECITOR V T. Rajshekar Shetty. fo
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