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EQITORIAL

THE NATIONAL FARCE:.

Nn othar country in the world is spending so much of its time and enérgy on

wtrivialities as India. Ever since independence came, India’s “"ruling class’’, constituting
about 10 per cent of its population, has been indulging in one game aftar another to
bafool the masses, Thiz game has been helping the ruling class to relentlessly continue
its game of exploitation of the masses while it amassed more and more wealth-theair
children migrating to the mors luxurious Western capiializi world,

While caste atrocities 00 the untoucha-
bles, persecution of the tribale and mino-
rities increased lesps and bounds, poverty
and exploitation multiplied many-fold
Socially. cuilurally and economically Indis
has hecome a stagnant soclely. A skck
notion.  May. The sickest country in
the workd.

One of the |stest national farce to
sidetrack the attention of the masses is the
gatecrash from the Cong. (U) to the ruling
Caong-l. The "'national press’™ has been
giving daily front-page headlines for over
a month, Apart from the news, it has
been carrying editorials, articles, commants,
giatements as if ¥. B. Chavan's “~"home-
coming’” is going to change the wvery face
of India. Millions of words must have
basn wastedon this Chavan ropatrick. But
Chavan is joining the ruling party bocause
political power, always held by his Maratha
musclemen in Maharashtra, has passed

out of this dominant land-owning casta
group. Thatis all. An declogical coating is
given to this ‘home-coming’’. which Is
assentially a self-preservation act But the
Cong.U has staried "suspending” the "doser-
ters” 8 il political parties in India are 80
much concerned with ideclogy. Rats fleaing
tha Cong. U sinking beat have issued state-
mante giving it an ldeslogical justification s
Itis ol a farce. Those taking Indian poli-
tics sariously will go mad  The very foun-
der of tha Indian Communist party 5. A
Dange was expelled as the chairman, of the
CPI and he joined angther party. which was
kept ready for him by his daughter.—'Wa

© have now three communist parties and 12

or 80 Maxalite groups. One . Marxist
dossn’t like the ather. When communists
themsahves can behave like this what o
spaak- of bourgecis parties 7 - Janata’ ks
split into pro-155 group of BJP headed by
Vajpayee, a splinter Janata headed by
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Chandragekhar. Bahuguna and Chandrajit
Yadav have formed their own parties.
Jagivan Ram jolned Cong, U and ha s there
for the time being. Charan Singh is in
Lok Dal heading his Jat group. Joker
Raj Marain has his one-man party. As we
go on we actually lose count of these
parties, Itis all chaotic. A mad house.
Politics has no meaning in India. Itis no
longer the last refuge of the scoundrel but
tha first refuge itself.

It iz wall-known that the Indian press
is full of political news and speaches of
ministers and other palitical pindaris. We
can't blame the press becauss it publishes
what the readers want. Apart from this,
tha capitalist- controlied pross iz also
intarasted in this game of divide and rule.
And the newspaper-reading population,
particularly the English knowing lot, cannaot
gwallow its moming breakfast unless it is
accompaniad by a heavy dosage of palitics.
That i why the newspapers vie with sach
othar in giving political coversga-ontortai-
ning tha readers,

But what iz the resulf? The innocent
massss gat complately fooled. Whather it

is the Cong. | or U, they continue to
remain in grinding poverty. The persecuted
minorities of India have not found any
solution to thelr problems from the different
political changes that have taken place in
India. And political changes have baan
quite plenty. - some of them spectacular,

Therefore, while Dalis and the olhar
periecuted minorities are nol 8 party o
these poiticsl sae-saw game, the CONECIous
lat amang tham can certainky play a role by
educating and impressing upon their lese
foriunete comrades not to get fooled by
these periodic political gimmicks of the
ruling clase.  Whether U and | coma
iogather or whether Jansta is back 10
power, the persacuted minonlies ©Gan
hardly get any relef. What they nedd ia
social and economic change &nd not CO8-
matic change of U and | coming togéthar.
We call upan our Dalit comrades 1o béwang
of this game of the ruling class peariodically
producing & frash rabbit from its hat. It is
ail old wing in new bottle Let us not
be satisfied by changes in mare form,  Wa
want changes in the content as well
Beware of this national farce.

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF DALIT GIRLS
{Oue correspondent)

The Interim repoit released by Mrs, Jyotsna Chatteri, President of the Bangaloro
unit of the Devadasi Muokti Bahini, at a news confarence in Bangalore has once for all
proved that this barbarovs practice of sexual exploitation of untouchabie girts is nof dead
ag claimed by the Kernatake Governmoni put very much alive and kicking.

The on-the-spot study conducied by twe women who vigited Belgaum, Bljapur and
other districts revesled the existence of this institution of prostilution promoted in the
name of Hindu religion through its temples. The practice is mostly confined o untouchs-
bles who fall victim because of religious superstition combined with poverty. The Kama-
taka Government has not even recognised the existence of the problem lel alone doing
anything. Neither any women’'s organisation took any interest in the Devadasi though
it is essentially a women’s groblem. Rotarians, Lions, tigers, and bisons clubs are

imdiffarant,
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GUJARAT PANTHERS HONOURED

E.E'Ul ﬁ.DMﬂ:ﬂ MUSLIM FAILURE

Bangalore 1 May 27,
Action Committie.

1531 was a red-letier day in the history of the Kainataka Dalt
The Gujarat Dalit Panthers, represented by Maginbhal Paramar and

Mangal Surajkar, were given a rousing public recoption for their heroic victory in the

Gujarst caste war

& big gatherng of Dalits, Muslims, Christisng and othar sympathisois

converged in the N G.0."s Bhavan, Ambedkar Hoad, to hanour ﬂ'mn Dalit orethren from
Gujarat for crushing the antl-reservation agitation.

The funclnn assumed @ven grestor
gigniticance as the first issue of “"Dalt
Voice''.-the lona cherised dream of the
pargdcuted minorities, was oleased on the
OCCREMN.

The funciion was presided over by
R. Elumalai. Dalit leader of Madras, Par-
haps the most Important facet of the ava-
ning was the presence of the revered
lslamic scholar Moulena Abul Hasan Al
Madvi, Lucknow, a housshold name  m
avery Muslim family in Ingia, The presence
of Moulsna Nadvi had attracted an
unprecedented number of Mughm brothers
to tha functon.

D s, Thimmarayappa, convener of the
Karnataka Daslit  Action  Commiitee,
showered kudos on the Gujarat Dalit
Fanther leaders for their brave fight against
heavy odds, Chiding the police and the
Govarnment for thelr active abetting of the

*

agitation, ha said the Gujarat FPanthers
wara indged a source of inspiration 10 the

Dalits in the rest of the country.

Japhet, Secretary of the Bangalors
University Students Asseciation assured
full support from the siedents & Chrisuans
in avery endesavour of the Dalits, Stron-
gly condemning the anti-pesdivation agite-
tion, he said it was enginedred by the for-
cad of status quo.

Moulana Madvi said the Musiims had
to hang down thair head In shame for
thair past mistakes. He révoaled that the
Mughms weia eguaily responsicle for the
plight of untouchables today. Expounding
the poing  furiher, he analysed how
although the Muslim rulerg were reigning
the country for hundreds of yvears they did
precious litie to remove the curso of

untouchability, He called upon the Mus-
lims to make smends for their past mistakes,



Abdul Karim Parekh of Nagpur
axplained how friendship betweoen Muslims
and Dalits was of urgent necessity. He
romindad the sudience that both in cities
and rural areas, the Muslims and Dalits
were neighbours and partners in woe.

Naginbhai Paramar thanked the Dalits
of KEarnataka who had stood by them in
the hour of crisis. Though the- agitation
had caused ternble damags to the lile and
property of Oaiits, there was one signi-
ficant gain. For the first time all factions
and groups gave up their partisan outlook
and joined hands to face the snemy in a
united front. So much so the agitation
bacama a blossing in disguise

Paramar referred to the betraval of the

7

Dalits by their political répresentatives.
Peoplé were losing confidence in all politi-
cal parties. Another equally important
aspact of the agitation was the brutal
exposure of thae “‘Gandhian humbug® .
Gandhi, he said, had bosn wipad out of
tha face of Gujarat and Or. Ambedicar and
his philosophy had becoma the bible of the
Dalits. The Dalits hod struck so much fear
in their hearts that the enemy would only
attack from their hiding places.

Elumalai felicitatod tha Gujarat Pan-
thers on behalf of the Temi Maedu Dalits.
Stressing the urgent need for bringing
the Dalis and Muilims closer, he cited the
wxamples of Famanathapuram and Mesns-
kshipuram.

HAPPY NEWS FOR THE BACKWARDS

Hera is 8 happy news for the back-
wiard clagses,

The Earnataka Arva Idigars Sangha,
Bangalore, headed by H. R. Basavaraj, &
Isading industrialist and a former M P,
told us that the sangha would be starting

“trom June a maonthly journal in Kannada
called “"Hindulidavaru™ [(backwards).

Tha journsl will be edited by Vishu-
kumar, & noted writer. Wa wish the new
journal all success

Howasvei, we hops the backward
class movement in the State, which dis-
appearad with the exit of Devaraj Urs, will
be once again revived with the birth of
this journal.

0 B.Cg are also 8% poor as the Dalits,
Somatimes poorer. But in many places,
it is moatly the OBCs who are committing
atrocitios on Dalits,

Agabn, it is mostly the OBCs who are
playing Into the hands of the upper castes.
They went in a writ 10 the Supreme Court
againat the reservation in promotions The
wril has bean sinca dsmissed

it 15 again the OBCs who are leading
the anti-reservation agitation ail over India.
But do the OBCs know that it is they who
stand to lose if caste-based reservations
arg scrapped 7.

It iz high tima the OBCs reslise that
thoy must stand by the Dalits and fight for
resarvation in Central services by imple-
menting the Mandal Commission Report.

We call upon the proposed journal 1o
fight for the unity of the Dalite and OBCs,
the unity of all peréscuted minorities

H. R. Basavaraj who dad 50 much for
the backwards must at least now realise
his past mistakes and halp build a8 move-
maent of the Dalits,

>t



TORTURE AND KILLINGS OF

UNTOUCHABLES IN INDIA

0. M. Thimmarayappa

[ Testimony 1o delegates to the Seventh Assembly of the Christian Conference of Asia
held in Bangalora, from May 18, 1981 given by D-M. Thimmarayeppa. Convener, Karna-
taka Dalit Action Committes, Bangalora, on behalf of the untouchables of India.] -

Sisters and brothers,

Wae repreésent the above organisation
comprising mainly the untouchables. Qurs
is @ militant ﬁruup weddad to the philo-
sophy of Or. B. R, Ambedkar, nol only the
greatest leader of untouchables but the
greatest Indian born in India after the
Buddha, whoss name is 8 household word
in the whole of Asia.

Aribedikar said untouchablés are
reduced to slaves in India because of
Hindu religion and therefore. he quit
Hindulsm and became & Buddhist.

Hundreds of untouchables all over
India have got convertad to Christianity.
Buddhizm and Islam, Sikhiam, sic. bacause
of this oppressive Hindu raligion.
CLOSELY GUARDED SECRET

The problem of the untouchables,
forming almost a third of India’s 80O
million population, s not 8o simplé as to
stats it in a note ke this,

There is no problem in the whole
world more serlous than the problem of
the indian Apanheid. However, it remains
a closely guarded secret. Every day
untouchables are kicked, killed, burnt,
raped and their property destroyed all over
Indin which prides itsell as the largest
democracy in the world-tha land of Gandhi,
non=viglence and what not. But nobody

. talks about it in India. The ruling class
keaps this as 8 closely guarded secret.
The Hindu hypocrites make much of the
racial discrimination in U 5., UK., Africa,

gte. " But theé most naked form of racs
hatred is hers in India.

Caste war is spreading all over India
and wa are Umnking of approaching the
UND and the Human Rights Commission
to fight for our demands of soparate home-
land or Dalitasthan,

The entire wesith of the country is
produced by this servant class.  They
carry the burden of the whole land as
EWBBDAIS, SCavengors, Bnners, agricultural
labourars

Untouchability is born out of praju-
dice. Therefors, i, is more dangerous
than any other problem because it s invisi-
ble. You cannot racially make outa par-
son belonging to the untouchable class,
Therefore. H & 8 problem bBorn out of
prejudice. And this mental prejudice has
reduced & third of the Indian population 10
be sconomically the poorest, sociaily the
Iowest, physically the weakast, culturally
the most deprived, mutually divided, 1otally
illiterate, landless, dumb-driven cattle. A
living dead-tha largest parsacuted minority
in the workd.

THE POISON OF HINDLISM

The poizon of the Hindu religion has
infected the untouchable-s s well. They
are alss divided into seversl sub-castes.
Thers aré untouchables among untoucha-
bles.

Althaugh the untouchables are. the
origingl inhabitants of India, befors the
Aryana nweded India and established
Brahminigm {Hinduism), they oo got
polluted by this raligion and further. dega-
nerated themselves. Once kept oul of the



Hindu religion the Hindu revivalist (fascist)
organisations are doing their best to
‘Hinduise' the untouchables, so that they
will not quit the Hindu fold and swall the
ranks of Chrigtanity and Islam.

I'thﬂilll":'ﬂw sama Hindu revivalist
organizations who are now and then rais-
ing the bogey of conversion. The Chis-
tiang are charged with “"forcible’" convaer-
sion. The Hindu religion despises: the
untouchabMe and tortures him as long as
ke is ingide the Hindu. religion. Bul the
mmant hie tninks of guitting becauss of
this toriure and seeks social respeciability
by getting converted, the "‘ruling clags™
of india punishes him by withdrawing
“resgrvations”” given to him in the Consti-
tution,

ROLE OF BRAHMINS

HBoth ways the untouchasle is puni-
ghed. Ha can nélther Ive nor dis. s a
living death. Have you éver heard of a
parallel to this in any pan of the world ?

in other socioeties and cullures, the
atatus of & parson s decided on the basis
of hig gualitication, scholarship. powsr ha
iz anjoying, the bank bDalance he is hold-
ing. Mone will have all this right at birth,
They are all acqguired. But in Hindu Indig
status comes right at the birth, &k & the
birth that decides the status The Hindu
society divided into several castes-ascend-
ing order of reverence and descending
order of contempi-has no  respect for
scholarship or intedlect.

Hare in India, the status is decided not
on the bagls of ona's office.  Even a Dep—
uty Prime Minister of India [Jagjivan Ram)
was onte insultsd by the high ceste Brah-
min boys because he was an untcuchable.
Status in Hindu india W decided on the
bagiz of birth and caste. Have you sver
hesrd sbout this anywhere ¥  Even dogs
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and cats aré aliowsed inside the houses but
not untouchables.  Humeng have no value
in Hindu India.

Wa have animal-lovers club, tree-lov-
ers club, bird-lovers club. But no human-
lovers club. It is & vast desert where the
milk of human kindness has dried up.

The wuntouchables of India have
hardly any friands Inside the country. The
Press is hostile, police are its main enemy,
the Government is not botherad. Every
opportunity is barred. Therefore, we have
no other go but to seek friends outside,

And if there is oné section in India
which is responsible for creating this
workd's gréstest mayhemed minority it is
the Brahmive-India’s ruling class. Dr. B.R.
ambedkar, had come to this conclusion
after years of research and practical
BXPETHRNCE,

Thare is no deprivation greater than
culiural deprivation Brahming have blown
the brain out of the unmpuchables. The
Brahmin religion of Hinduism has mesmer-
ised the untouchables and emasculated
them inta the most culturally deprived race
inthe world Can thera be a greater
crime than this ?

CHURCH CRITICISED

It is said that poverly bresds commu-
nism. W so the entire lot of these wratc-
hed of the earth should have besn in
Communist parties  They should have
bean the firet to join the Communist par-
ties. But alas, even the Indian Marxist
legdership has double-crossed them,

Because, the leadership of the parties
it algo in the hands of Brahmins and other
high castes, Thatis the reason for Indig
not having & revolution,

From centuries, the high castes of



Indis have used them as slaves and serfs.
Tha creed of non-violence is solely inten-
ded to keep tham disarmad, emasculated,
The Hindu religion has drugged them with
the oplum of ““Karma'-the destiny-fate.
That is why they can't even think of pro-
test, let alone rebel. They do and die with-
out @#ver gquastioning how and wihy.

Tharefora the Christians owe a duty
to sove this wretched of the earth. We
admit that nobody has done grester service
to the untouchables of India as tha Christi-
ans. That la why thousands of them have
embraced this religion,

But unfortunately, even after conver-
sion, they continug to be untouchables.
This is" yet another tragedy. Christianity
therofore, failed to fully liberate them-still
in many parts of india, converted untoucha-
bles have separate churches, segregated
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gravayards  Segregefion continuss sven
aftér converslon. H e here that the
Christians should do soma heart-searching
end plain-speaking .

The CCA must address itself to this
grave problem. |t must also give the high-
est priority to the liberation of untouchables
by troating it a8 the world's greatest prob-
larn rneding the immedata attention of the
Churgh.

Liberation of untouchables should be
the No. 1 item in the Christian agends.
And we assure our fullest co-operation in
this most humanitasian task,

[The spesch was greeted with prolo-
nged cheers and the chairman said they
weare deeply touched by the Apartheid
in India and the church would do evérything
to liberate the untouchables. ]

DALIT WORKERS MEET

Bangalors: Amesting of representatives
of Dalit workers employed in the Central
public sector units here was hald on May
17, to consider the special problems facing
tham.

Representatives of HAL, BEL, ITI,
HMT, BEML attended the measting.
0. M. Thimmarayappa, Convenor presided,

A, Maryanaswamy, former vice presi-
dant of the REL SC B 5T Walfare Associa-
tion, said out of the 70,000 employess in
the Cantral Governmeént industries in the
city, 9,000 wara Dalits and most of them
wirg working 8 swespars and BCavVengers,

Govindraj, genaral secreétary of the
BEL SC 8 ST Welfara Association, said
néithar the management nor the uonion
bothered about Dalits. This complaint
wad voiced by representatives of all 5C B
5T Walfare Agsocistions of différent public

SBCIOr units.

Sridhar sugoested that the only way
out ks 1o form & trade union of 5C B 5Ts
undar the DAC and thiz proposal was
accepted in principle  Tney felt that the
uniong contralled by the upper caste leader-
ship are not sympathatic to the plight of
Dalits. Hence the nesd for a Dalit trade
Unkn.

V. T. Rajshakar Shetty. journalist and
wiiter, said the Gujarat Dalit Panthers
warg thinking of forming a trade union of
of thair own in Ahmedabad as the Dallt
wiorkars were facing problems from both
unipns and the mansgement. Dalits in
bigger cities ware also thinking on this line,
This was a haslthy development, he said,

It was decided to call for a bigger
meating of Dalit represantiatives 1o consuit
them on this suggestion,




W et

-1_"' L -

FRIENDSHIP WITH

CHINA

V. T. Rajshekar Shetty

Blg changes are likely 10 take place
in India’s relationship with China.

The forthcoming visit of the Chingse
Foreign Minister Huang Hua 1o India-the
first visit by 8 Chinesa leader since the
Sino-Indfian  border clash-Chinese Prime
Minister Zhao Zisng's prediction of closer
India-China friendship made during his
recant wislt to  Pakistan and Mepal and the
assurance given by the Chinese leaders in
Peking during the visit of the India-China
Friendehip Association delagstion lod by
it Prosident B B. Mandal, West Bongal
Mindgtae, have all indicated that China is
very ksen to have closer friendship with
Iingiia.

No powsér on earth can stop the unity
of theas two glants because the rovolutio-
nary seclions in both the countries and
elsowharo know Tull well thaet when these
countries come togethor the very lace ol
the earth will change.

Indla and China arg not only the twa
most populous countries i the world but
represont the most ancient clvilisations as
wall Both sre Asian snd both got inde-
pendsnog logeéther.  There Bré ever 5o
many things in common including a com-
man border  munning to  thousands of
rriles,

This writer wes in China late in 1280
|eading B goodwil delepation and wa all
gxprienced the warmth of friendship the
Chinsse hive towards: Indla,

Tha Dalits and other pérsecuted mino-
fithes compriging the most revolutionary

sactlons of India cannot get @ mare trusted
friend in the wotld than China, The way
the minorities. Muslims and Christion-are
looked after in China-should help us in
solving our minority problems.  Therelore,
we the revolutionary sections of India
hove to learm a greal deal from the
lezsons of China which has come out an
the 1op of the workd within 30 years.
Respocted and foared. We and other six
mamban in our goodwill delegation weng
#yo-witness to this ""Chinese miracle’ "

During our extensive tour of China we
sdw how they have ended exploitation of
man by man and how they brought
about total libaration of women and frans—
formed a whole mass of humanity into &
major world power, Out of the 150 or
g0 mamber coundries in the UNQ Chira's
rark is as high as within 16. But indis is
pushed to tha 120th rank or 0. A beggar
nation | This s bacause we hava failed
ta learn from the Chinese experimenis.

On behatf of the untouchables of
Imehia, the Kamataka Dalit Action Committas
had given a reception to the first Chinese
goodwill delpgation during its visn 1o
Bangalore.  And we recall how much the
Chinese are concemad about the plipht of
Delits ond other persecuted  minorities
ol India.

Thetefore, we hail the forthcoming
visit of tha Chinese Forsign Ministor
Muang Hua and call upon the Dalits and
other parsscuted minorilies to extend &
warm welcome and try to forge closer
links with China.

S



JOB RESERVATION FOR MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS

The Government of India High Power
Committes headed by Dr. Gopal Singh
has in its interim report submitted to the
Prime Minister recommended job resarva-
tions to Muslims and Christians.

According 1o a report published in the
Indian Express (28-5-81) from its Delhi
w;upun:hnt job reservations to ming-
yities! lis recommended in proportion to
their-poputation but only to those whose
fathar k- eaming less than Rs. 12,000 a
year. Muslims form about 15% and
Chrigtians another 2 5% of the population,

Since the Gopal Singh panel was
appointed by the Prime Minister hersalt,
we hope the recommendations would be
accepted goon.

Wa welcome the interim report and

hnpa that in Its final report, the reserva-

tions to minorities would bs extended to
other sphares, Minorities who are aqually
poor are not having constitutional resarva-
tions like §Cs and Sts The Gopal Singh
Commitiee has done justice to the mino-

rities upholding one of their long-pending
demands.

The Gopal Singh panel hes also urged
40 p.c. of the budget should be esrmarked
for the walfare of the minorities,

Raprasantatives of minorities all over
India should hold meetings and urge the
Frime Minister to accept the recommenda-
tions as they are made by a panel appoin-
ted not by the Janata Government but the
Cong. (1} itsalf,

Meanwhile, the Mandal Commission
report, submitted to the Government of
India on Dec, 31, 1980, is gathering dust.
The Commission has listed B4% of the
indian population under the OBCs.

We-call upon the OBCs to demand
45%, reservation pending the implemen-
tation of the Mandal Commission Report.

We also call upon the different
persecuted minorities, Dalits, OBCs and
minorities to jolntly launch a non-political
struggle by holding joint mestings of
these sections who together form ower
B0%, of the Indian population
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