DALIT

For Privale Cireulation ONLY

YOIGE

[The Voice of the Persecuted minorities ]

Vol 1

JUNE - 1

- 1981 No. 1

EDNITORTAL

A DREAM COME TRUE

Tn bring out a journal of our own has basn our long chuhha;:l dream. Perse-
cuted minorities all over India in general and members of the Karnataka Dalit Action
Committes In particular have besn urging us 1o start 8 publication.

No doubt we had all the talonts and
enthusiam. But what we lacked was fun-
ds.  Funds will pour if we swim with the
current. But the Dalit cause means swim-
ing nst the current.  Thera is a chance
of g drownad aiso,  Who will give us
funds,

Sofor quite sometime, we were han-
dicapped for want of funds. But funds al-
one should not stand in the way. When
good wishes ars there in plenty, funds
will prove to be no problem. - This has be-
&N our experience.

We could not withstand the mounting
prassure of our Dalit comrades-represen-
tatives of the parsecuted minorities @ unto-
uchables, tribals, other backward class
(OBCs), Muslims and Christaing

Dppression is increasing day by day.
Caste riots have spread from Marpthwada
to Gujarat. Anti-reservation agitation is
threatening to engulf the whols country.
Hirdu-Muslim clashes are becoming a dai-

L

Iy feature.  Muslims and Christians are fa-
eling that they are sscond-rate citizens,
Evén the very guardians of law and order
are joining the forces of oppression.

The persecuted minorities are having
hardly any friends in political parties, th
governmant, judiciary, police, -admini=
gtration, professions, Intelleciuals ane
turning dishonest. When there iz no
frignd in these, how con they get a triand
m thé press ¢ And the Press In India i@

ownid by corrupt capitalists and mannad
by high-caste journalists, with some minor
EXECHPLOnE.

The milk of kindness is getting dried
up. The rich are gelting richer, the poor
poorar. Perhaps, these are signs of
revolution. Therefore, we thought we
better not delay.

About 10 % of the Indian population
is ruling us  This “ruling class™ hw-_
nﬂﬂdﬁlﬂ‘mrmhwhnnmi'rmﬁﬁn
the high castes. Ithlmu -caste diztator-




ship. Maked dsnce of Hindu communalism.

We dedicate this journal to fight this
“ruling class™ asthe Dalit Vaice, the voice
of all the persocuted minaorities of India.

Wa have s long way to go. Even a
milllan-mile-march beaging with a first step,
And ours is 8 modest step.  We fully know
our limitathons.  But we will Iry to improve
in days to Come.

We suffer from no prejudice, no ran-
cour, no ll-will, To us, no single indi-
vidual i our #nemy. We aré concarned
maore  with  issues-primarity  social and
cultural' and then econamic,

Wao, therafore, sttack the existing
corrupt system. We assure that we will
mercilessly atiack thé corrupt system.

Politics 8 not our playlield. While
Wi may comiment, we consider evory
political party as no friend of the Dalits-
persacuted minorities. And the woaman is
a Dalit amang Dalitg. A slave of the slave,

Bl et RN

For all thess reasons, therefore, ours
will ‘be 8 unigue experiment Bangalons
City has a vast working class and student
populetion and they can consider us a8
their trugted friand - & friend of all the
poor, sthuggling people.  Dalit writers wi-
Il ba ancouraged,

We wiil support the Laft movemeni-
the CPM, CPl and the Naxalites s wo
have the greatest respect for Mandsm,
Leninism and Maoism. Our only sugoes-
tion is ihat whils sdopting Marxism  to
Inclian condirions, # has to be Indianised
bv taking into consideration the havoe
played by the caste systam.

We will do our bast to propogate the
philasophy of Ambedkar, Perivarand Lohis,
and all other progressive thinkers Gon-
wine Marxists and Rationalists and all thoge
working for social changa shall count on
our support in thelr struggle. 1: is thay

“Dalit YVolca's.

GUJARAT [}ALITS WI“J CAS‘[‘E WAR
V. T. Rajshekar Shetty

Some people including Dalits were surprised on reading our statémant in the press

hailing the Gujarat Dalits for winning tha casie war.

The Gujarat Dalit #anthers, 1o whom

the leadershio of the Dalits passed since the Cong. | loaership cisappeared imo thin aur,

hava afreed with our asssessment and accepted our congratlatious.
proudly admitted that they have won the battie-

Yat another proof of victory is that tha
high caste Hindus, who are leading the
anti-réservation agitation, are quarreling
among thamsalves Dunng our stay in
Ahmedabed wa have seen press statemants
by anti-reservationists blaming esach othor

They nave aisd
&

for the “defeat’”. That means the high
castes hawve rhpmulm mcdrnitted Uhat ﬂ'-r .H
have (ost the batthe.

This is how we arrived at the T
sion that Gujarat Dalits have won the casie




war. Besides, thers are any number of
prass reports also arriving at the very same
conclusion.

MUSLIMS STAND BY DALITS

After making these obesrvations we
raproduse our statement made after a
aocond round study-tour of Gujarat in the
3rd and last wesk of April, 19817 :-

On behalf of the Dalits and other
progressive foroes of Kamataka in pati-
cular and South in genaral, we congratu-
late the Dalits of Gujarat for having won
tha "caste war’ - tha biggest in the hisiory
of India

Wa had wvisited Gujarat in the first
week of February and glad to note that al-
our predictions made than have since coma
trus. The society in Gujaral gol neathy
divided into caste Hindus wersus Dalits,
Muslims and Christians solidly stood by
the Datits

During the second visit, we had ooca-
#lon to visit a number of Dalit and Muslim
araas, addressed a series of meatings, had
discussions with thom and also with journa-
lists, professors, lawyers, judges. doctors.
iextilz labour union and Gandhians.

Tha thraafo'd purpose of our visit was-

1. to congratulate Ramesh Chandra
Parmar, President, Dalit Panthers,
Gujarat, snd hiz able band of lieu-
tanants for winning the caste war and
providing tha Dalits with the most
elfectiva and dadicated leadership ot
the mast ritical junciure in the history
of Gujarat. The Congress (1) and
gther party leadarship including M.L-As
and M.Ps belonging to scheduled
casta has betrayod its caste interesia.

2. to invite & leaders ol Gujsrat Dalil
Panthers to Bangalore and then 1w
Madras for a public reception to ba
accorded 1o them by Dravida Kazgham
and entice Dalits of South. The Invi-
tation has bean accepted.

4. to complete our book on the Gujarat
caste-war which will have a foreward
by Dr. Mulk Rej Anand, India’s mogt
famous writer, The title of the boek
i5 The Aed Book of Hindu Tarror™”,

AMBEDKAR & GAMNDHI

in the light of what wa have seen and
discussed, we meke the following
observations

1. The Hindu communal lorces after
having lost the caste war are today
licking the wounds, The R.5.5, and
its political reincamation, the B.J P.-
which led this anti-Dalit war in the
guise of anili resarvation agitation,
stands divided and also demoralised.
Wa have evidence that the very same
forces tried 1o sét fire 10 thé house af
a medico leadar. A high ceite leader
was beaten up by the R.5.5, boys,

‘2. The Dalite who had neither the moniy,

the police. the press nor any social
status could win this historic baltle
because truth and justics were on
their side. The meadicos lost with all
their six Ps. namely Folice, Press,
Patels, Purge, Political pariies and
Prabhodh Fawal (Home and Education
Minister) bocause they thought pride
and prejudice are suparior 1o truth snd
justice.

3. Wealso consider this as a battle bet-
wean Gandhi and ambedhkar. This



battle began way back in 1932 with
the defeat of Dr. Ambedkar and ending
with the infamous ‘Poona Pact’. In
Gandhi's own land, Gandhi got defes-
ted. So i's a historic viclory with
great implications to be recorded by
social scientists and historians.

We eall upan Dalits to remamber

Ambedkars warning that Gandhi should be
treated as the enamy No. 1ol the untouchs-
bles.

4,

As we have noted during our pravious
visit, tha R. 5. 5. and other Hindu
communal elements did try thair bes:
to turn the anti-Dalit war inte a Hindu-
Muslim riot. But best of their effors
falled becausae all the oppressed and
parsscuted minorities stood like one
man. We congratulate the Muslims
and Christians for standing by ths
Dalits, A numbar of Mushims attended
aur rmesetinga.

Howdrver, wa régret 1o note that the
OBCe listed by the Baxi Commission
have not come out opénly in SUpROrt
of Dalita, Mot only that, = some
places like Detroj, Utlarsanda, Py
and some pans of Ahmedabad,
{Shahpur) some backward Class
Communities likn Kshatriyas, Habaris,
end Waghar also attacked Dalirs,

. Chief Minister Solanki's community of

Kshatriyas reprasant a record 407, of
the stata population. 1T resorsation
goeg, ihe Kihatiiya oommanity will ba
also aflectéd But Soclanki who be-
camé Chied Minister by the gtrength
of hig community fargot their interest
durirg this critical perigd.  Therefors,
Solanki has to be chorged with thae

‘-q‘:u::‘l‘\-

betrayal of the interest of his commu-

nity,

EXPEL “GUJARAT SAMACHAR""

F i3

This leads us to the most important
point @ the reservations to Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes are provi-
ded under the Consgtitution. Whersas
there is no reservation to OBCs, The
Governmant of India report on Back
wiard classes {(Mandal Commission
Report) is now before parliament. The
high-casté Hindug have succeaded in
angingaring an anti-réservation agita-
tion all over the country by taking
advantage of Gujarat caste war. Tha
congpiracy behind this i (o sabolage
the Mandsl Commission Report,  That
mieans, the Gujsrat casbe war & not
aimed only at Dalits but to finksh the
OBCs. Unfortunately the vast segme-
nt of DBCs comprising over 40% of
indian Population has not sean through
this game of divide and rule.  This i3
the greatest lesson of Gujaral cagbe-
War.

We are algo gorry 10 nota that 5(Ts in
Gujarat comprising 14% of the popu-
lation have also nol come out in Full
support of 5 Cs.

At a journalist and writér, wWe &ra
ashamed 10 note the rele plaved by
tha press, particulardy the Gujacathi
lnguags press. Mol only Dalits ard
cihers have complained 10 us about
this but some prassmen thamselves
hevé come aut with thid report guoting
instances. We refer to Arun Sadhu's
report (Gujaral Journalistie QOutrage-
‘Statosman’ 18-3-1581 )

S
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Raport in “Sunday’, Mainstream etc.
point out that the upper caste journa-
lists of Gujarat aided with the anti-re-
servationists to protect their caste in-
terést. Ewven Arvind Euch, the bosg
ti of the powearful Mill Warkers® Union,
(Majur Mahajan) and himsell a Brahm-

%) in, 1oid me that the Gujsrati Press was
‘ mainly responsible for fanning viclence
T . an Dalits.

]
B

It must be noted that it s this viry sa-

-,
:{-"’ me press which criticised Indira Gandhi
for imposing press cen p and ma-
- king much about "gagoing the press’.
£ Wa are happy that the of Guja-
%7 ral have exposed the c unz! chara-
cter of the Gujarati Press in all its na-

kedness. The Editors Guild, which

has sani & 18am to G to probe

tha excesses of the I"m? must axpal
such aditors feund guilty.

Wa recommend the ex n of the
editor of “'Gujarat Samathar ", the lar-
gest circulated Gujaran . for being
muinly responsible for f@nning violence
AMBECKAR UNIVERSIT
In the light of thess o ations, wa
miake the following daman
(i} The high caste ilug,  having
lost the war, they have to now
surrender: The Gavernmant must
reintroduce inter geability and
carry forward sv Mone of
thair demands sh be atceptied

and status quo maintained.

(i) We reonerate our earlier demand
that the Solanki Government must
immediately start a separate medi-
cal college axclusively for S/C, 5/T
to be developed into a separate
full-fledged University named after
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Thiz is a
must:  And we call upon the
Dalits to fight for that.

(i) The entire medical profession,
having been prostituted by the
high cagtes, it is high time the
Government nationalise the medi-
cal profeszion. This poor country
cannot alford to finance the stud-
les of rich high-caste studanis who
flea 10 Amearica or elsewhere to
sorve the western world,

(iv) The drug industry, which @ also
in the hands of the high-castes
and aiding and abetting this
profession, must be also national-
ised simultaneously,

CCNCLUSION

Wa are not afraid of the caste war.
Singe ““caste’ mself is e ‘class’ in Indis,
wa congider caste war B8 the beginning of
g class war. If the high castes have the
courage, let them abolish the reservations.
But ere they ready 10 face the conseguen-
e 7.

< cREEERTL S,
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SEXUAL SIDE OF SATYA SAl BABA

Tal Braoke,the author of the famous book, “Lord af the Alr™, dealing
with Satya Sai Baba's homosexual affelrs. was in Bangalore in tha first week
of May to collect more evidence for hig next book on india"s rigchest godman,

Called “*Avater of the Night™, fo be publithed shortly by Vikas, thfs
sensations! book deals with the different fravds of this self-styled god.

The American discliple, who was In the inner circle of Sai Baba, spent
one whole day with us and Prof. AL M. Dharmalingam, president of the
Karnataks Rationalists Associition, We introduced him to &8 couple of persons
whao had similar hamosexual experiences with the Sai Baba :

‘Lard of the Air’, aiso publiished by tha Vikos (Rs 75/-) was sold out
within 2 years of its publication. Its sbridged sdit/m, published fromdLondon.
{Rs. 10/-) iz avallable at Bangalore Tract and Jook Society, St Marks Road.
Bangalors, near the Koshys o

% There has been guite s lot of opposition fm.rrr Satys Sai Baba agentg |}
to sell this book y
Why the pan" should bs afraid 7

T PR

CHRISTIAN EDNFEHEGE IN BANGALORE

The CHrisiian -E'q:rnfer-‘m:-e of Asfa (CCA) hawing its headgualers in
Singapore snd whose jurisdiction extends from Pakistan to New Zealwd, is i
having its seventh Assembly in Bangalore from May 18 to 28. CCA /s a
regional ecumenical fallowship of Frotestent. Christian churehes Thare are
86 mamber churches belonging to about 20 countrigs. The CCA Assembly
meets once in four years and it i the suprema policy-meaking body-

The theme of the Bangalors Assambly is “Living in Christ with
People™, -

The Dalits of India are proud that the CCA has chosen India for Jis
7th sessron and Dalts of Kernataka ace prouder s:/f ghat it is their capital
city that is playing host to this historic session. “dndia hes & Christian
poputation of about 2.5 par cent and comstilute ORs of the perssculed
mundeities of this country ;

But it s a fact of history that mo body hos done so much for the
Dalit awakening and emancipation as the Cheistiang  Untouchables and
Tridafs in particuiar must be greteful that they hava Seen the biggest bene
ficiary of the Christian work.

While welconmueng the delegates, we wish [0 as q'-'-:‘ e Churclh leaders
that the Dalits of [ndia shall ever remain grateful for troir helo  However,
fthe Dalits have stilf 8 fong way to go Ffor liberalion amnd, tharefors, we cafl
upor the CCA leadsrs to continue to work for the .—r.#f libaration
|

&mwmmﬁﬁ:ﬂm&mm@
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B WHY MUSLI LIFE IS THE CHEAPEST /
o Ha;shekar Shetty

If the ‘Hindu' itself had to admit that
tha Muslims wers butchered like anything,
what could be the magnitude of the
massacre 7 !

PRESS REPORTS

To understand the gravity of the
situation, we would like to quols ey
sampled of the press reports from the s0-
called ‘‘national press’’. which is hardly
sympathetic to the plight of minerities,
And all the reports that we quote here
below are from the Hindu journalists.

HINDLU *  (nay 123 "'The real story
of communal flare-up in Nalanda can be
tald only after sanity returns to the strife-
tarn countryside and passions cool down.

Meanwhile, suffice it to say that
what happened in villages around Bihar-
gharif. the district headquarters of violenca-
prons Malanda during the first four days of
the flare-up, is shocking beyond words-

it would be a misnomer to describe
the communal violance in Nalanda as a
riot or clashes. |1 was a one-sided aftair
with minority community at 1he recaiving
end. Except in Gulani village under Deep-
nagar pallné glation, marauders, 8 motiay
mob of communalists and rapists met with
little resistance.

THE STATESMAMN @ Staff corres—
pondant reporting from  Biharsharif itsalf
{May 7) says how marcilessly Muslims

re massacred  He also gives the names
o thu.ﬁt butchered.
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WHO PROVOKED ?

In Smt. Handisha's family, a six-year
old baby was also hacked to daath. One
Lt Col. Sahaya's son was dragged out of
the bus and murdered.  Just becsute he
was sporting 8 baard, he was mistaken 10
be 8 Muslim The cormspondent describes
the area as the ‘'desert of hatred and
barbarity.

TIMES OF 1MDIA =
correspondent Janak Singh refers 1o the
attack on a fumeral procwssion, He s0vE
“gavarsl local residents put the Blame on
R.5.5. elements active in the town''. He
also refers to the attack on Muslims enga-
ged In Friday prayers. Atleast might
peoplé ware killed in thig

IMOIaM EXPRESS: (May 5§) Its staff
correspondent points out one Mohammed
Murtaza, a bidi worker, saying I have
lost 7 membars of my family'".  Mihr
Mukerjee of the Statesman reporting
{May 9) from Chorsua says riots on such
a largascale had never been wilnessed in
the ares singe 18467,

P, K. Krupakaran, the indian Exprigs
giafl correspondant at Patna, (May 14 in
a review of the Biharghant incidents save
how Hindu communal  elements  ware
rasponsibie for provoking the wolence.
He says that fuli thres moothe before the
riote thare was @ clash belwesn the Iwo
conmunitigs.  The cause »OMg  Fincus
had planted ios on the Mushm dargahs
and graveyards, Mg, doubt the land
pelonged to the Govit. but the Mushms
had pesn uscg these lands for years
Wiy oid the Hindus indulge in this provo-
cation ¥

What type of “sacularsm’ wa ara
praciising 7 The Apnil 30 clagh, which 18

]

(May 3) Statf |

10 °

dy rints, Krupakaran
the Yadavas and the

sfys
Muslims a clash betwean the
high ca the Mpzlims,  Back-
wiard <l | ere 8s poor if not
paarer t glims.  Their poverty
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and yet the OBEC
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o this vital aspect.

ig mainly
tha Hind
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g on kil her ¥ Chiad M-qmar
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in Bihar after 1947
communazlists took
weall

{caste) riots used to
on. But tha Hindu-

Muslim (G Fiots &N urban pheano-

mengn.  Jus F communal 1 ae

spreading tu1._ wvilges. caste f . are

Epreading 1n'liit - The Gujaral caste
a1t Ahemedabad.

War was ingugurk

communal rlots we
grounds. What a
we nave mada-thanks
a and socialigm 11
n Aam, Devara) Urs
y visited . Biharsharif
to how Musims werg
butchered nave 8:fared in the press. Bul
til the time of writl this naither tha CPM
nor the CPI has sdf any 1eam 10 this place.
Mor did thay bothd aoout the killings of
uniguchables in ral.

In casta I
are  brediing “n
tramandou s progr
0 secularsm,” &
indira Gandhi, ¢
and othears havao
and their findings

That is why 1} persecuted minarities
of India = untoudbles, tribals, Muslims




Those paolitical parti

Christians

11

and Chrigtians - are hardly evincing Bfy in- ;

tetest in the Left mévemeant, But it must
ba noted that thes4 four sections together
constitute over 50% of the Indisn popula-

o -

Jagannath M ghra never bethered ap-
out the Biharsharlf carnage Bnil he was
tarced to go there with Indira Gandii. But
hé was quick enough to hold @ press fcon-
terence at Patna on May 3 to put the en-
tire blame on the R 8.5 for the sih@rsha-
il incident- The CPI genera! ge atary
Rajeshwara Rao ais held tha RSS raSpon-
Elbh‘; . . i‘

& davs pass, we can hear more and
more people accufing the RSS for the
Biharsharif riots.  Edch politicsl party will
try to figh In the troubled waters, but will
do nothing to go intp the basic issues that
spark off Hindu<Muslim clashes

It Iz easy to put the blama on tha ASS
and be done with Such sccusations
making RSS as the whipping boy.na doub
immensly please the persecuted minorities.

criticisirg the RSS
will gat Muslim vores. :

SECULARISM

But Hindu cumh-ru—'alium i mot the
monopoly of the H§ alone., One nesd
not be anly in the ASE to be 8 soemmuna-
list. i ’

We have any number of cenmunallsts
in different partles, press, judiciary, busi-
ness and professions. :

Persecuted mlnn.—_iiqﬂs “kﬂ:'tl'!E Muslims

"Christians and uatouchables all aver India

hava been the wvietims of the Hindu
communalism. We talabout “socularism*
and go on  perseciding ]‘sﬂm: and
Indian brapd of *“seculagism'*
evidence of this
Gujarﬂi where the

We found ampl
during our two visits 1

Dalits wera the wvictims of the Hingdy
communalism. In Moradabad, Biharsharif
and Aligarh, it was the turn of the Mus-
lims. Tribalag and Christians are also
victims of Hindu communalism.

In &hmedabad, tha vary same Hindu-
communal elements did their best o Wwrn
the Hindu-Dalit caste war into a Hindu-
Muslim blood bath- But owing to the
sffective steps taken by the alert Muslims
of Ahmedabad and the Gujarat Dalit Pan-
thews, such a holocaust was averied, We
ware ammensly’ pleased to see the new-
found friendship petween these persecuted
mingritiesel Ahmedabad, The Penther's
official journals are printed in a press
owed by a Muslim as Hindus refused 1o
do this job.

ROOT OF THE PROBLEM

Muslims told us a1 Ahmedabad that
tnis wery Hindu communal elements let
lose & section of the Dalits against
Musiims in the 1969 communal camage
il"l which unofficial but authoritative esti-
mates put death toll at owver 1,000,

P Therefore, K iz essy o put the

iblame on R55 and close the chapter.

But the roofs of communalism in  India
are much desper. Muslims, Christians,
untouchables and tribals were being

persacuted in India even befors the BSS
was born, Therefore, it is high-time the
persecuted minorities go deeper into the
roots of communalism and try o des-
troy it.

They cannot depend upon political
parties to do this job. Because political
parties including the CPM and CPI are
not interested in soclal change. But what

the persecuted minorities in-india - wang iz
social change and through that economic
chanpge. Will the awskened sections
among the persecuted minorities realise
this danger and work for social change ? .
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GUJARAT DALIT PANTHERS 1
VISIT BANGALORE,

Ramashchandra Paramar, president of
the Gujarat Dalit Panthers, and four other
Panther leaders are now in Bangalore at
tha invitation of the Karnataka Dalit Action
Committee.

Their visit, which we congider asa
big event, was earlier scheduled 1o Gioin-
cide with the unveiling of the Ambedkar
statue before the Vidhena Soudha, Banga-
lore, aon May 17.

Dalits of Karnataka gave & public
reception to these heroes who wan tha
Gujarat caste on May 27. The Panthers
visit has evinced so much of enthusiasm
that the DAC office is flooded with

inguirias.

The Panthers will be taken 1o Madres
where bwo separate receplions Ane arran-
ged ; one by the Madras Dalits and another

-

TO OUR READERS |

|

. B
Hal"'mh-:i‘undrl Paramar,” who was
arsested under the NS0 during the casie
War, i= adouble M.A_ & poet and writer
He was 8 lacturer in an Ahmedabad college
unlil the Hindus made his life miserabia
Bf fo:ced him out,
¥

{  He is alsa the editor of two journals,
Ypanther ", a monthty. and “Akrosh”, a
litbrary journal, coples of which® were -
salzed y the Ahmedabad police, a fort-

i
ﬁ::n Dravida Kaghagam @1 the Perivar  *

night bagk. Paramar, and Neerav Patel, & .

young Dalit poot, were arrested in this
coffecion, ;

* We call upon Dalits all over India o
send telograms 10 the Ahmadabed Police

Ejll“h'.’-hnuf protasting against this brutal
action o the pnli:.$ #

__,_..-—ﬁ b 3

i
L

We will be glad to - publish

Dalits. all persecuted minorities -

mpa&s and aﬂ:’cks of interest to
both in English énd Kannada.

Readers are requested to send their su gpesa‘.r'" 5 and comments
to the editor, Dalit Voice, 103/ 7th Cross, Palace Lower Orchards,

Bangalore - 560 003. Phone : 33854,

L ]

L R NSRS s -
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