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BID TO THROTTLE CHRISTIANS

IN INDIA

A big controversy has been going on in the Bangalore Press involving Christian minorities

particularly the Catholics,

communal Hindus 1o throttle minority rights.

Eveén the Karnatgka Government has tried to glde with iha

As tho Bangalore mo s is part of the all-

India game 1o systematically subdue #nd suppress the minoritkes, we Thought it 15 Time 10
pregent the case before the dalis and other persecuted minorities

The controversy is about thé country's
most prestigious medical collage  51.
John's Medical College, Bangalore, and
the use ol Kannada in church services
These simplé non-issues are blown up and
unnecessary heat is generated a8 part of
the communal Hindu game of divide and
rule, After the CPM-led Gowarnments in
Wast Bangal 1.nd Tripura tried 0 curb
the Christian instijutions waorking for the
liberation of tribals in 1920, we now have
the Karnataka etiorl o interferé W MNo-
rity ights  While communally run. highly
migmanaged, rag-teg medcal colleges
charging high capitation fess and admitt-
ing students from outside india with hardly
any facilities. are given affiiation, the more
than a decade-old St- John's i adical Col-
lege, a showpiece of Bangalore is denied
this right- The communal Hindus who
control tha State Government, the Banga-
lgre Univarsity and also the Prass are iry-
ing to give & bad namea to the collage. The
only silver lining in the darkness created
by these communal elements is tha strong
support the St John's Moedical College
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receihvod from the State’s highest-circulated
English daily, Deccan Herald. whose
young, progressive editor, Hari Kurmar, in
an editorial fully uphold the College’s case
for affiliation. The power these commu-
nal Hindug wield is 50 much trat they for-
ced the Bangzlore Univessity Vige-Chance-
llor and also the Directur of Meaical Edu-
eation, 8 scheduled caste, to join this
howl. As the Press is in the hands of
communal Hindus in Kamastaka,
they have seen 10 it thet truth does not leak
out 1o the public The case of the 5t
John's Madical College is one such What
midy & wTe 85 & surprisa is that even some
“Leftists”’ joined hands with communa
Hindus unable to get over their coste
character. It is quite possible that the
&1 John's Medical College has Some minus
points but why select only this college for
guch & harsh tregtment ¥ Wy national
and international academic circles  have
praised it so much whieh the communal
Hindus fail to appreciate 7 Whnat 15 the
motive behind all this noise ? There i
ong short-rangs and another long-range
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objactive The shor-range aim of the
communal Hindus, who are always an
anvious lot. is that they are vary jealoos
that thae Christians have managed 1o keep
the 5i, John's Medical College g0 ' trim, 8o
disciplingd and achived national and inter-
national distinction whila similar ingtiutions
run by them are stinking with gorruption
and communalism. Turnéd intg hotbed of
palitics. The communal Hindus in the state
Govarnmant and University wanted ther
bovs and girs 1o gat seatsin it. They also
wanied to pack their agents on 1§ taach-
ing ondnon-teaching staff.  And ultimatehy
swallow the instifution. The 5t John's
like all other institutions run by the Christ-
jans has been resisting these oiforts at
infiltration. Ard naturally, this has led 1o
lot of heart-burning thouph ultimately the
communalists are bound 1o lose and truth
shall trivmph. The one favourite charge
of the communal Hindus I8 that the 5t
John's i§ getting "foreign money .
The college authoritiss have
thamsgelves admitted this and sad
whatever thay got came through the He-
serva Bank and with the full Enowledge of
the Government. Here ona paint. Chns-
tiang, Muslims and Buddhisis bslong to
international religions unlike Hindus whose
religion is confined 10 only a major part of
Indsis. Christians, Muslines ang Buddhisis lnv-
ing in different parts of the worid would like
1o help thaeir less fortunate comradas living
i Indilﬁiﬁﬂ' is deliberately kept poor by
thg communal Hindus,  Their intermational
co-rgigionisis have every right 1o sympa-
thisa with theirr suffenng counterparts and
help them in every possible way., The
communal Hindus have also coll- cled funds
from US and elsewhere Hero Knshna,
Aajrapsh, Mahesh Yogi joints are bringing
millions of doliars (o save the dying Hindu-
igm  Why not a8 word ol complaint
againgt such fow of torgignmooey ¢ The
Congtitution specifically provides for pro-
paction of minority rights and Christians,

Muslims and Buddhists need not bother
about the communal Hindu complaint of
forsign money. The long-rangs objective
behing the pinoricks to 5t John s s 10 cul
the mirorities 1o see. What they fesl is
it thay suecesd af one place they can
graduslly exiand it to other areas. Tha
commungl Hindus tried to throttie Uhe
Christiang during the A55-controlied Janals
party regime through the mischievous
Freedom of Rstigion Bill. Bul naponal
sanity asserted itgelf and the Bul fell and
with it the Janata crashed under the weight
of tha K55,

The other Bangalore bid to  inteifers
with the Christians ls the communal Hindus'
demand to usé Kannads in Catholc Church
services., Kanneda-speaking Catholics
have been demending Church servicés n
the iocal longus though Tamilians saud 1o
constiiute about BO%L of the Cathoiic
populgton. The language controvarsy
betwesn Kannada and Tamil Catholics
twrngd viglent and the poor Tamil-speaking
Archbisnop, Dr P Arckiaswamy ,was even
peaten up  Kanneda Chrigtians have every
right 1o fight for aheir rlghis,  Therefore,
wig don 't want 10 ehites mto this contioversy,
But what is inirigung is she big suppon
they received from fhe press, pubsc and
even the government. Hindu high caste
Kannada wiiters also entered the fray.
They even offered to picket the ehurches,
But these writars ought to krow  what
language is usad in Hindu temple sarvices,
Is it Kannads ¥ Or Sanskrit which even
Brahming do nol understand 7 These wrl-
ters will do weil 1o first set right their own
house bafore preaching others. Kannada
must be uwsed in Hindy temples. I the
majority communily does this, then gnly
it will gt a nght 1o advice the minorities,
“he communal Hindus are out to finish
the minonties. Al sorts of efforts &
being mede t0 throtie them Thev are

[Comtd on Page 11]
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WHO SHOULD LEA%) THE LIBERATION

STRUGGLE ?

{A. 5. Rajan, Reserve Bank, Bangalore)
The present all-round chaos in the country is the result of the misrule by the 15%
population.  This 15% deadly dominate the sconomic. social snd pelitical spheres.
15% people are the Brahmins the Vysyas, Kshairiyas and a dominant minority section

coming from the Shudra castes.

The political representatives of the oppres-
sed and axploiled people forming the majo-
rity. are stooging for the ruling alliance
Otherewise, how the 3d-year “Inde-
pendenca’’ rule could havae made the poor,
the poorer and the rich, the richer?.

The political partiss and the various
other related organizations broadly repre-
gant the interests of the capitalists, the
foudal lorde, the blg business and the big
contreciors. On this basis, the political
parties and the other related organisations
can be broadly divided into two groups.
As a rasult, the power struggle is primarily
between twa exploitative groups. These
groups, in other words, can ba called as
expioital e casies and classes. Ona is in
power and the otheér is in the Opposition
conglomaration, By playving upan the
svir-despening  sconomic and  s0CiE]
contradictions the group in ihe Dppositian-
conglomeration sirugoles fo replace the
pravailing ruling group by fooling the
hopelass and helpless masses. The mas-
ses, disenchanted with the prévailing rui-
ling group for non-delivery of goods and
sarices will, due o ladk of the third alier-
native, vots the other group {in the Oppo-
sition conglomeration} to power., Thus
the présent group in the Opposition will
become the ruling group. Then the same
old story will be repeated-all soris of
excuses, old and new, will be hsted for
non-dalivery of goods and services 10 the
axploiléd society. Therefore, it has
become & case of change of positions of
the axploitative groups and parties on
turn-basls. This appears to be an andoss

process. The current struggle is essenti-
ally 8 power struggle between the two
exploitative groups and partiés. The mass
of the people are canstantly csciilated bet-
wain the devil and the deep ses, Some-
times the masses think that the devil
(Opposition group) is preterable 1o the
deep sea (ruling group) and when the
hopeless snd helpless masses find the
ruling group not delivering the goods, they
arg forced to vole the devil (Opposition-
conglomeration) 10 power, This way, The
masses have been caught in 8 seemingly
endless vicious circle.  In this context, the
relevant gquestion s : which is the poten-
tial force that can organise and lead the
hopaless end helpless masies 10 achieve
smanc palion ! Accerding 10 my view,
the newly - emarged educared class from
amoang the most oppressed castes and
clagges, is the anly potential force that can
taka Ambedikar's mggion toi's logical end,
that 15, the liberation of all the oppressed
and ewploited people from slavery and
serfdom. But, has the now alitist class.
the baeficiary of the Ambedkar's strugole
awakoned itself toits historic duly towarnds
its oppressed and exploited beethem 7

The country has to inevitably treverse
fram choas to croation of a new social
order 50 as to achieve the objective of
rendaening all-round justice 10 thé mass of
thé people constituting BO% of the total
population. The need of the hour is
people e struggle for their own emanci-
pation. Orherwise, Inda will continue to
ba the biggest slum in the world, ]



- Letters to Editor :

M. ¥. Ramana, Waltair, (AP), Press
i# the nead of the hour for dalits and we
congratulate you for the task you have fa-
ken up through the Voice. The three or
four journals we dalits have been somehow
managing to publish are not travelling in
ong direction. Politically we are divided,
socislly also advocating different feiths.
Qur Press also follows suit. When differ-
ent papers take different stand, how can
the people get any guidance from the
Prags 7 People are waiting for guidance,
not to be confused.

Prof. Abul Qasem, Calcutta, | am una-
ble to bear the persecutions of dalits, Mu-
glims and others. The majority of India
consisting of dalits, Muszlims, tribals and
backward classes are ruled by & handiul of
Brahmins and Banias. | like vour ides and
baligve that class war in India must be sh-
own in the garb of caste contradictions. |
am keen to spread our ideclogy In West
Bangal. Your thoughts will be more qui-
ckly popular uniike all other isms. Even
tha CPM has now becoma & party of
capitalizts and the bourgeoise. Dalit-Mu-
slim unity zindabad.

Prof. M D Kaleemur Rahman, T. N.
Agri. Varsity, Coimbatore, | am very mu-
ch Impressed by the Voice and happy to
learn that in the midst of the pressnt bure-
aucratie press which spreads falea propa-
ganda there is someons to raise the voice
of minorities.

P.S.F. Ascervadam, Headmaster, Salem
School, Giddalwr, A P. Till my grandfather
embraced Christianity, we balonged 1o the
wiaving caste, Mala. But economic snd
social status hes not improved by embra-
cing Christianity. The life of the dalits liv-
ing in villages is miserable. Though the
Christian missonaries helped these dalits
through their educationsl and madical ins-
titntions, they are now in a state of depre-

ssion
help us.

M. A, Sulniman, Kasarpod, After readi-
ng vour aditorial on the Jamshedpur riot,
wis wondered if any magazine in this nati-
on can write with such courage and bold-
ness. While the dominant part of our pre-
sg is always alter doviding the Muslims and
dalits, the birth of the Voice is a great
boon.

P. Javagopal, BEL Rationslist Assu. Ha-
ngalere, Voice is the only magazine which
reveals the social insqualities praclized by
the communal fanatics in our country. Yo-
ur aervices are appraciated by one and all,
Hope the Voice will reach from Kanyaku-
mari 1o Kashmir

R. L. Mauryas, Delhi, Among thesev-
#ral magazings on the dalits, yours is uni-
que. We liked its language and way of
projecting views  Roecently there was a
meating of 53 Govi. of India Secretaries
with PM whare thay expressed dissatisfac.
tlon owver the réssrvation policy which bred
“inefficiency”, and led 1o “lowering of
giandards™’. This shows how our bureaue-
racy is biazed against SCJ5T resarvation
policy. We reques! you to raise this issue
in DV. .

S. Abdul Wahab Sufi, Madras, Your

editorials are most revealing Awak
ening among the educated SCf3Ts to the
realities is MosL encouraging. A separate
all - India political organisation of their cwn
is imperative,
Mohd. Sami, Research Scholar, Pantoagar.
The Voice is & right step in the nght direc-
tion at the right time for the benefit of the
dalits and persecuted minorities,

Iir. A R. Dessd, (Soclal Sclentist), Romb-
ay, | have taken note of some of the po-
ints discussed in the Voice in my weekly
column in & Gujarat paper. | am also fr-
aquantly writing on this problem. | am In
close touch with the dalit comrades in Gu-
jarat and we are organising various move-

The Gowernment has also failed to



mants againsi different kinds of oppress-
iong and exploitations in Gujarat,

M. 1. H. Quareshi, Lockmow, Accept my
miesl gincers congratulations for your off-
ors 1o axpess the real problems facing the
people. This e a wery crucial moment
in tha history of India. The real glory of
the future of India depends upon the corr-
ect approach and smooth working of 1he
present leadership of which the Voice is
thé torchbearar.

K. 5. Bhagawan, Mysore, Our crussde
against castelsm should not slop at writing
articles. books, and appreciating them-
Our thoughts must be translated into act-
ion. Then anly we can bring about a ch-
ange. An grganisation firmly founded on
principles and constructive programmes is
badly nesded and we must think of it imm-
adiately.

Ram Lal, Bishop's College, Calcutta We
ara glad that there are shill some peoplo be-
fi to fight ineguality and injustice All of ug
liked the Voice vary much and praving for
its welfare. May God guide you and help
you

P. P. Ambikapathy, Baagslore, Evan
though | read daily papers, | could not get
a real picture of Meenakshipuram as wall
a8 the Hyderabad communal riots until |
raad the Voice which is like the buiter that
wa get from the milk, 3Se thought -
proveking.

M. Viewanathan, Ambedkar Association,
Chembur, Rombay, Every word published
in Voice is like a sword to dalits.  From
Haryana 10 Meenakshipuram in every inci-
dent, the background io police action is
tha political force enjoyed by the upper ca-
slid,. The dalits are in 8 two-way slavary,
ore in social and ather in political. Dalits
must get rid of this twin slavery and form
thair own force in social and political fron-
ts. Tha Marathwads University ranaming
issue is delayed due to lack of political po-
war. If we put up a united fight we will
be able to shake the govt.  We have nu-

merous organisations angd partees which
only spht the dalits and help the ruling
upper caste Hindus  So, dalit leaders and
organisers should realise the urgent need
and unite themsel sos first and then ask our
dalits 10 unite immediately.

V. Yijayakemar, ITC, Bangalore, Mot
aven 500 peopls in Karnataka can undar-
stond the ™ holy language ™ of Sanskril
which is supposed to be the only media th-
at god can understand. The priests who
chant these maniras in temples are unaw-
are of its meaning. The prime object of
offering worship in temples is sither to th-
ank god or to communicate our problems
to him. Hence it is imperative that Kan-
nads, the langusge of the State - the lan-
quage of the majority - tha language of
thi Hindus living in the staté -should, ne-

cessarily b the worshipping language in
templas.

Romeshchandra Paramar, president, Da-
lit Panthers, Gujarat, Ahmedabad, Com-
munal Hindus have killed thres young men
in Gujarat during thess three months,
Cne in Mehsana district and two in Sure-
ndranagar di. You are aware of the Jota-
Ipur incident wherein & young man named
Shakarabhai was burnt alive in the office
of the panchayat on last Dec. 25. The
court has given the judgment. Three
Hindus are seéntenced 1o life imprisonment.
The judgment has shaken the entire com-
munal-minded Hindu society.

M. Elangovan, Coddalore, T.N., Beca-
use of the sporadic conversions among our
gociaty, it will reduce the dalit population.
Quitting Hindulsm should be at only one
tima and that teo should be spontaneous.
It ghould be an all-India movement.

J. R. Aniwal, chairman, Federation of
All-India PET SC /5T Employees Unions,
Mew Delhi, Your article, " Why Caste
War Should be Welcomed #*' (Voice, Se-
pt. 15) has coptivated us.  Please Keep
it up. O



A BLACK AMERICAN GREETS DALITS

A Black Amerncan has written a letter congratulating Dr  Rudriah, retired Director of
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services, Kamataka Government and & respected dalit
official, who along with six other retired dalit officials had hailed the réecent mass conver-

slon of dalits to 1slam.

As the leiter is of great significance in
view of the sympathy expressed by the
American Blacks to the struggle of their
Indian counterparts. we réproduce the le-
tier with the fond hope of linking the stru-
ggle of the Blacks of the two great coun-
tries and also with a view to learning from
their heroic lessons:-

“Let me congratulate you for issuing su-
ch a courageous and” truthful statement
[Dalit Voice : Sept. 15) about the oppre-
sged and downtrodden Harjans of India
It is true that there is no such place or ex-
ample in the whole world where the peop-
le are treated like animals by the fallow
human belngs as the Harijans are treated
in India. | comgratulate the Harijans of
'ndia for taking such a wise step of embr-
acing lslam, which alone can give equality
and justice to man. Becausa of this rea-
son the oppressed Blacks of America are
accepting lslam. They too were treated
just like the Harljang by their co-religioni-
s1% (the white Christians) who falt that th-
&y were @ superior race because of their
skin colour. After embracing Islam, the
Black Amaricans feel free. They are also
respecied. And as a matier ot fact many
of them have become the leaders of Mus-
lims and lead the prayers in the mosgues
whera the Arabs Indians and Iranians angd
many other peoplas follow them  And the
same thing could not have been imagined
in the White-dominated Churches. They
couldn’t even enter the Whites' Churches
evan for the prayers, That is why one of
the leaders of Black American Muslim bro-
thers, Wallac Mohammed, declared in the
mosque that the Chrigtianity failed (o give
the equality to the Blacks | And for the sa-
ma reasons the world boxing champion

Mohammad Al [Cassius Clay) also has
embraced Itlam and the conversions are
mcraasing at ithe rate of 400% a year. The
Harijans of India have been perzecuted.
digcriminated and suppressed since thou-
sands of years, They should not suffer any
maore snd your leadars should not ler them
suffer any more, But a3 far as they remain
in the net of Hindu religion they would not
get equal social status, freedom and just-
ica in the Hindu society. Mo matter how
wall educated and laamed they will be, no
matter how rich they become. they will ba
still considered low and dirty in the Hindu
society. This is really a shame, The ona
billion Muslims of the warld are ready to
embrace the Harijans with joy and respect.
01 Harijang we welcome vou- We are
waiting for vou, come and join the univer-
sal brotherhood: You will get justice,
equality, tranguility, fravernity, brotherhood
and freedom. Ol leaders of the oppressed,
| personally invite vou and call upon yau
to #mbrace |slam so that your oppressed
people can follow your fooisieps. Flaass
do not congider the invitation a formal ane
It is 8 serious call. Your right move may
change the condition and lives of millions
of oppressed, for vou and the other
oppressad.

5d M. MAZHARUDDIN, llinois, 1.5 A,

Dr. B. R. AMBEDEAR;

For annihilating castes & untouchability
from among the uniouchables; change of
religion is the only anmidoie,

J. 0. BETHI : Corruption is the ideclogy
of the ruling class of a decaying civilisation
and the fiattering magalomanics who beli-
eve that Mrs. Gandhi is above law, even
the law of gravity. [Indian Express Oct.16)
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RSS GOING MAD OVER JAMSHEDPUR

INQUIRY REPORT

{ Our correspondant )
Bangalore : India’s high caste Hindu fascis: organisaiion, RSS, which has baen boasting

that no judicial inquiry commission has so far ingicted it, is today resling under the blow

of the Jamshedpur communal riot inguiry commizslen,

For the first time it is put on the

defensive. Even the communal Hindu press, so sympathetic 1o R5S, could nol save it this
time. It was cought red-handed at @ moment when it was actually riding the waves.

That ia why every "‘chaddi party™’ leader
from top to bottom is put on 8 white-
washing job tryving to sttribute  motive
1o the commission, sidet-ack the issue and
drown the facts under mountgins of lies-
a gama in which tha RSS is an expert, The
B35 chisef Deoras is desperately going
round the country explaining that his Hindu
fundsmentalist parly has nothing 1o do
with the Jamshedpur nots. Vajpayae, iis
blus-eyed boy being groomed o become
the Prime Minister, is doing his best 1o
regain the lost image. But any amouni of
window - drigsing will not undo the damage
done. The RSS resored to this very same
propoganda trick as soon as Gandhl was
shot dead by Godse, including disowning
him. In the cese of Jamghedpur, RSS8 has
guickly disowned Dinanath Pandey, indi-
cred by the Commission as the arch-wvillain,
But it was the very samae Pandey, the local
MLa, who has shouted " Godse zindabad™
on the floor of the Bihar State Assembly.
Thea B JP has suspended him bur whal we
cannot understand is that if the RSS is so
lily=-white, pura as an angel, as it claims,
why should it bather about any allagation.?
It is thiz spate of denials and unanding
white-washing afforts that make anybody
suspect ite claims for innocence. A strong
proof of its guilt is available if we resd the
Oct. 4 issue of the RES official meuthpieca,
Organiser. The RES is so much stung by
this unexpected exposure by the
inquiry commission that the Orgeniser
brought out almost & special isgue on
Jamshedpur. On page 1, it carries an
Interview of Pandey disowning

any connaction with the riots. If the
RSS and the BJP had disowned him, why
carry this pcture and interview on page 17
I5 it not & further proof thet Pandey is
indispenszble to the RSS? The Orgsniser
has an editorial headllined “'A3S urpertur-
bed ', a careful reading of which also
proves that RSS ig indeed rattled by this
unaxpecied exposure, Right nowthe Rs5
is oot # big expansion dove. Mo doubt it has
made remendous progress aven in Marxist
strongholds like W. Bengal and Kerala,
The convaersion 1o Islam has bean used to
make inrcads into TN which has been its
witdkest spot. When it is rding the waves,
thanks to the all-gut support it gets from
the country’s ruling class, winning victories
sligr viciories, the Jamshedpur report
comes a8 3 bolt from the blue. Organiser
editonal amply ndicates that it will take
yaars of panstaking work torepair the
damage it sufiersd by this vardict. The
Drganiser carries & third arficle by Thakur
Prasad, the RS 5 advocate befare the
Commission, pulting all the blame on the
Muslims for the riots. Prasad gives a new
twigt which should be of interest to
Muslims and particularly dalits, Prazad savs
that the Muslims engineered the rots 1o
crush the dalits. Yet another article is about
the speech said te have bean made by
Piloo Maodi in the Rajya Sabha criticising
the commission. Then it has two seperate
itoms reproducing an article in the States-
man by its Delhi resident editor, 5. Sahay.
This article by tha most prestigious English
daily in India has certeinly demaged its
rapulation, Bacause the Sralesman is noted



forits impartial and progressive ocutlook,
It is the only paper of India which is obje-
ctive when it comes to the guesiien of
minorities. But unfortunately, Sahay has
tarnished its fair image by writing this
article a casual reading of which will con-
vince anybody that it was written on behalf

of the RSS. The very fact that the Organiser
has cared to reproduce Sahay article is
encugh to prove this charge. Inquiries af
Calcutta have revealsd the Tatas, the
owners of the Statesman who are said 1o
have encouraged the RSS to curb the
Leftist trade unions controlling the Tata
industrial empire in Jamshedpur, have
given the inspiration to this article- The
Starezman has further shown its bias by

publishing a report in itg izsue of Dot 7.
This lang report from Jamshedpur is not
from its own correspondent but from a
mystaricus A correspondent’’. The report
says that the inquir'l.r'cclmmin-inn verdict has
only halped the RSS and the Hindu funda-
mentalists, The Statesman should not have
o opanely sided with the R35, almost
becoming its mouthpiece. The sixth piece
in the Organiser is to defend the RSS, an
anonymous letter by "live readers of
Jamghedpur.” The letter, which appears
to have been manufactured by the Organ/-
sor office in Delhi. iz a dire wamning to the
Times of Ingia which In a surprise adiig-
tial (Sept: 15) on the Jamshedpur has
strongly criticised the RSS for killing so
many Muslims

The Timas of India a is Jain-Marwari group
and its editor himself is a Jain, Girilal Jain,
who had written a froni-page signed articia
openly criticising the Muslims for the
Moradabad communai riots., The RSS s
naturally surprised how such a sympathetic
editor has so suddenly turned hostile to the
R55. It may be recalied that this very samae
Girilal Jain had supported Vikram Rao, its
Lucknow correspondent, before the Press
Council which had inquired into a comp-
laint against Rao’s depatch publishea in

the Times af /ndfe [Auwg. 20, 1980] under
the headline : Factors behind Moradahad,
halding Muslima responsible for the riots
and also gaying R3% had nothing to do wi-
th this, The Press Council verdict, howe-
var, also went in favour of Vikram Rao.
The R53 iz naturally perturbed how the
Times of India and itz editor, consigtently
siding with it, have suddenly turmed agai-
nst it. Therefore the Organizer has right-
by asked for the apology from the Times of
India. Mot only that, the spology should
be publizshed prominently on its front page
Thiz warning or rather an ullimatum coming
from the RSS iz understood to have shaken
the Bori Bunder headoffice of the Times of
India in Bombay and high-level consultati-
ons are going on to make amends, The
ownars are now ina fix. The warning has
once for all proved that the RSS will not
tolerate any newspaper in India writing

anything against it, even [f it is a court

verdict. O
T.N. Dalits Decide to Quit
Hinduism
Madras : At a meeting held here recently

all the representatives expressed their so-
lidarity and assured co-gperation in regard
ta the panding criminal case against D,
Kuganandam, chairmen, Scheduled Casles
Students Federallon, T.N. The pros and
cong of the convession was discussed and
the participants werg Unanimous about
quitting Hinduism. A writ challenging the
suspension of Dr. Kugesandam, was fil-
ed in the Madras High Court. Advocates
Fenn Wailter and Kumarasswamy tock up
the case to rescue the dalit student leader
and got the siay order in thea High Cuurt
on Sept. 3. L
DALIT V.C. : Out of more than 150 wni=
versities in India and in the 125 years-old
history of Madras University, a dalit scho-
lar, Dr- Santappa, has got appointed as its
vice-chancellor. Dalit teachers, workers &
students felicitated mim in Madrag on Oct-
7. writes our Madras correspondent. O
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JAGJIVAN RAM DECLARES WAR

AGAINST BRAHMINISM

Once in a way Jagjivan Ram, India’s most famous leader of the Untouchables, gets
angry, Described by Charan Singh as India’s richest politician, Babuji, as he is called, is
today avery frustratedman. No doubt a brilliant, well-read razor-sharpminded leader who
had been occupying Central Ministership ever since the country became independent and

even before that. This is the first time in
his life that he is without power, He
would have baen Janata party's first Prime
Minister had there been anelection for the
offfica but the RSS with the help of JP
and Eripslani zabotaged his chances and
brought Morarji Desai, & 8rahmin. The
caste Hindus of India wvoted against the
Janata in tha last general elections fearing
that Babuji would becoms the Prime
Minister. The RSS itseli worked for the
Cong. ! Al these things have made
Babuji & bittér man against tha high castes
but thoss who have read his intereea in
the Calcutta weekly, Sunday (Oct. 4)wll
be disappointed that Babuji has not given
up comarsmising with the high castes,
Why is he willing 1o wound but afraid to
girike 7 Because he has not lost hope of
bacoming tha PM. Itis indeed shocking
that 50 knowledgeaahle and versatile a man
'II- Babuji is st mourishing the hope that

the high castes would tolerate an Untou-
chable to rule them. Recently he got

locked in @ big controversy that exploded
even in Parliameant whare 8 member
produced a poster announcing Babuji's
convarsion 1o lslam. Swng by the severity
of the blow, Babuji quickly denied the
chargs, |t is trua that Babuji has the
capacity 1o shake the country and teach a
lesson to the high castes. But he is
afraid lost he be exposed of his several
weaknesses That he could be intellectu-
slly dishonest could be made out while
reading his latest book, “"Casto Challenge

in India,"” How can anybody write on
caste challenge in Indla without mentioning

Dr. Ambedekar and Perivar ?  But there is
no msntion of both in his book, Naot evan
8 vague reference. To that extent he
could decelve himself, How could such &
person have the moral courage to face
the high castes who could be reatly merci-
less with him? Itis in this background
that we have fo read his Interview in the
Sunday in which he confesses that: "' In
fact the group | have helped most in my
life is Brahmins."* "“A Sunday reporter who
visited his mansion in Sasram (Bihar) said
that there was no esdmission to it to
Untouchables (Chamaras) but only

Brahmins and otheér high castes. That
doos not mean thet Babuji can be dismissed
#0 #asily. The high castes of India know
it and that is why they always keep him in
good humour. Babuji has his wealth but his
namd will not enter hstory like Ambediar.
If he wants 1o enier history ha must give
up his crores and do somathing before it
is oo late.  Already hé i3 ageing, health
failing. Better late tham npever. We
sincarely hope tha Babujl will not miss the
bug. it i in the light of these things that
wa have to read his definition of Brahmi-
ngim, the curse of India: “If yvou are
happy. worship Brahmins ; if you argé sad,
worghip them; W vou are employed
worship them; if vou are unemploved,
then too worship them; that is barehmin-
ism™, A wvery ingenlous definition of
barshminism from 50 experienced a leader
of India and himsell 8 victim of brahminism,
Wa aré watching with interest how Babuji
will dostrey brahmingim and save Inda []
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THE INAUGURAL ISSUE OF THE DALIT VOICE

The Dallt Sahitya Akasdamy is prowd fo
faunch the First inaugursl ssue of the
Dalit Voice, the vaice of the perseculed
minorities of India, which Is now regi-
stered a5 a newspaper. A draam come Irue,
the Voice hag ralsed the hopes and aspira-
tions of many concious persons. And we
are giad fo Inform thet dalits, other
persecided minorities and their sympa-
thizers in India & abroad have responded
well fo our eall.

The vearly subscription is fixed at Rs 10
only considering the position of the re-
volutfonary sections thal palronize us.
Single copy is priced at 50 paise.

Thase who have not pafid the subscrip-
fion are raguested to hurry wp. N each
feacler introduces us to five more, It wadl
only help reach the Voice (o wider areds.

We pledge to serve the ceuse of [he
persecuted minorities and speak oul the
fruth af any cost. We also pledge 1o keep
out parly pefitics and other groupism that
is kifing ws; but &f the same [ime Tully
subseribing to the revalutionsry philosophy
of Ambedkarism. We dedicate the fournel
to fght the “‘ruling class’' of India. To
us no singls individual s our enemy. Wa
are concerned with issuss-primarily soclal,
culiural and then sconomic—in thal order.
That is why the Voice shall prove (o be an
wnigue Experiment In the hiph caste-class
contralfed Indian fournaiizm,

We have & long way to go.  Every new
issue of the Voice shell help us learn from
experience. Readers showld feel free [0
ciiticise and correct us considering the
Volee &z thair own fournal,

We reguest readers and other weall - wig-
hers to help us gel advertisement which
alone can sustain & publication. Aovi.
tariff ~ghall be published shortly  News

agents may kindly plagé orders and usus!
eommission shall be given,

We will do our best to propogate the
phitogophy of all those great revolutiona-
ries wiho were respongible for Indis's social
change— Mahatma Phule, Sri Nersyans
Guru, M. N. Roy, B, R. Ambedkar, Lohia,
Periyar EVR and all other progressive
thinkers, Retfonalfate & genw/ne Marxists
and &l those working Ffor social change
shall count on our support in their sirugle.
It fs ohe Dalit Voloe, the voice of the
perseculed  minoritles  yeaming for
revolution.

Publishers.

Ambeadkarite meet

Magpur :  Followers of Dr. Ambedkar
will maet in Hyderabad for two days from
Dci. 25 1o discuss ways of revilalising the
Buddhist movement in the country,

L. R. Balley, mambar of the central exe-
cutivae of the Indian Buddhist Counegil, told
newsman that the movement had become
stagnant because of the stranglehold of
people like R. 5. Gavai, chairman of the
Maharashtra Legislalative Council, and ot-
hers who, for their personal and politlcal
gains, ware axploling the Buddhist masses

WHY GO FOR cnmv:zsmﬁ

by Dr. B, R, Ambedkar
[ Pages 20 Price Re-1 ]

Excerpts from the historic speech deli-
vargd on May 30-31, 1938 while addres-
sing & conference of Untouchables, making
hiz stand clear on  conversion. The
document 15 topical in the context of the
curment confroversy raised by the
communal Hindus on the issue of con-
veraion, It is theé most authentic woice
of Dr. Ambedkar on conversion,
Published by the Dalit Sahiiya Akademy.

108 - Tih cross, Palace LowerQrchards,

Bangalore - B0 003, 5. India.
Orders awaited.
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[Contd, from Page 2]

interfering in the Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity alfairs o8 well. A1 Kanyakumari, the
ASS.sponsored Vivekananda Rock Memo.
rial has harmad the intarests of local tisher-
men, - Tha RSS and ite agents have raised
a damand ta han conversion while theéy are
freely induiging in  converting tribals,
Christiang and Muslime. There s also
amave to siop flow of forelgn money to
Muslims and Christians, Political represen-
tasion is denied 1o tham.

51, John's Madical College is selected as
& test cago.  The communal Hindus might
have got the coursgoe to interfere with
Christians bec wuze a tection of the Church
hag siared compromising with Hindu
valuas without understanding the Hindu
mind, “‘Incisniging’” do & s nol mean
" Hinduising™™ but & section of the
Church tried o Hinduise their ritwals  And
the communal Hindus ook advaniags of
this goodness and tried to shake Christi-
ans as a whola We would urge the
Church authoritios 1o stop appeasing the
communal Hindus ot least now after lear-
ning bitter lessons from the Freedom of
Religion Bill and the St. John's atiair,
Christian authorities should dlso slop deai-
ing at the State-level bui take up the 155ue
directly with the Prime Minister. The
Pope himself should summon the Ambas-
sedor 10 Itely and administer & stern war-
ning. Apart from 1hs. Ambassados n
Dethi hailing from Christian countries
should be brieled about the wicimesalgn
of minorities in Inda and they in tum
should ba asked to take up the maller sl
tha appropriate level. Tha 51 John's,
which i an intemational institution, should
ba reatad as an nternational issue and
dealt appropriately. Then only the commu-
nal Hindus who depend so much upon
Christian countries and their money will
come (@ their genses. India does not
balong to Hindus anly.

If the Christians yiald they will have to
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suffer many more cuts, And the commu-
mal Hindus can ba really marciléss,  They
are angry with the Christians because
they fuly realise the danger to Heowiem
by the Christian help and support 1o the

libera on speggle of untouchables and
tribals " In the Eastern reglon of India, the

tribals arg fully liberated, almost 100%
literate. economically sound and yat mali-
tant solely bacause of the work  dons by
the Christian missionaries. The Jharkand
demand for & trnipal state & voiced by mili-
1ant ribes who became Chostisns. The
Christian service ta untouchables and tri-
hals iz now part of Indian history., The
commural Hindus who revel in Chrisiian-
haiting find it a status symbol to sond Their
children to convents rn by Chnstans.
The very same people praier 1o gat admit-
ted to Christian hospitals because they
know the risk to ther lives in hospitals run
by the Government. During the Andhra
cyclons when the communal Hindus ref-
uged 1o rpuch the bodies of the ceed fear-
ing that it may be that of untouchables, it
was Mother Tharess who did 1he comingn-
dabis job of relief, We can go on re=ling
out facts and figures 10 narrate the Chris-
tian service in literacy drive, preservation
of tribal cultura, histerical research, and
several other fields What the Brahming
describe as their "'sacred books ™ would
have baen los! -but for Max Muller and
ouher German and English Chrigian scho-
lars who trénslated it and printed it and
mada it available (o Brahming themselves.
The untouchatdes, tribaly, OBCs, should
take noté of this. They haveé made uso ot
the Hindu weaker seéclians to attack the
minorities.  Incommunal & casto nots it is
the low castes who are uted 10 kill dalits
and Muslens Tne O2Cs in paricular
shouid stop plaving o 1he hanos of these
communal Hindus., 1he conscious ot
among dalits should educateather comrades
andsea that the communal Hindus do not set
ona against the ather.  Minorities are our”
best friends in distress. Wo will rather
join them and identify our common anamy
and fight it w bring & good name to
the counlry, [
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TRIBALS SEEK U.N.O. HELP ?

(our correspondant)

PATNA : The Statesman has published an alarming and mischievous report (Sept 27}
from its Patna correspondent saying that the tribals of the Chaibasa region have raised
the demand for a separate nation for Kolhan ana its rapresentatives have left for the UND
to seek ite intervention. The report adds that this Chaibasa- based ''secessioniEl move-

ment”” is supported by foreign missionaries

The report has naither given the nama
of the persons who reportedly left for the
UND nor the foreign missionaries. We
tried to contact soma tribal leaders in the
Chaibase area to varify the report but it

was found to be totally false and baseless,
The report says :  The underground move-

ment for an independent sovereign State
for Kolhan took a new turn with two “legal’
advisers” of the self-styled Kolhan
Governmant reportédly leaving for the UN
and the Commonwealth headquarters
recently 1o place their case before the
international authorities.  The Kolhan area
comprises the predeminantly tribal regions
of Bihar centreing round the old Chaibasa
gubdivision. The secessionists case is
that the Kolhan area had “‘never mérged
with the Indian Union during or afier the
transfer of power by the British Govern-
ment”. Official sources here conlimed
that soma anti-national elemants had been
anpaged In subversive activities in some
pockets of Chotanagpur. But they did not

confirm if the ““legal advigers”™ of the self-
styled Kolhan Government had slipped out
of the counuy. The sources said that
some tribals, aided and abetied by a few
foreign missionaries had been irying 10
build up @ secessionis! movement in and
around Chaibats, the report adds. How-
gvar it is true that the Bihar tribals are
more milizant than the untouchables and
tha giunning progress achieved by their
counterpans in North-Eastern India w held
as a model to the rest of the tribals  No
doubt missionaries are active in the ares
but there is no  evidencs 10 their encoura-
ging =ecessionist activities, They are
demanding only a8 separate Jharkhand
Srata.  Mesnwhile, the Tripura tribals
have stepped up their agitation for an
autonomous district council for the tribal
arang of the State under the Gth Scheduls
of the Constitution, Thay aré not happy
with the CPM:led Government's &lfors at
supprassing the trbal culture. |

INDIA 1ith POOREST

WASHINGTOMN: The World Bank, inits
1981 world development report, places In-
dia among the 11 poorest Nations in iha
world The rankigs based on per capita

groas national product (GNP), put Bhutan
as the poorest country with a GNP of 80
for sach of its 1. 3 million citizens. Banga-
Isdesh was second poorest, followed by

Chad, Ethippia. MNepal, Mal, Burma Uppar
Volta and India,

ECNTOR : Vv T. Rarshekar
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