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» EDITORIAL

BRAHMINISING THE ““HARIJANS” : A DANGEROUS TREND

& UNI repart fram Cochin of Dct. 24 says :

“'Discarding tradition and practice high

caste Brahming made a beeline 1o Kuppuswamy, a Harijen priest, at the Andavar templa,
at Trippunithura, near Cochin, 1o receive thirtham and prasadam from him. The occasion
was the visit to the temple by the Shankarachryz of Kanchi Kamakoti peetham. Earlier,

the swamiji was recaived with purna kum-
bham. A group of Harljans played pancha-
vadyam, The un-lettérsd Kuppuswamy
himszalf zang some bhajan, one of them in
praise of the acharya. Kuppuswamy lives
in & hut nearby.”” This réport was promi-
nently published in the ““national press™ all
over India. Mawrally, it is nol a news
that any press canmies.  Many Untoucha-
bles and other low caste Hindus would
heve become 50 happy on reading this

“"ghanpe al heart’”” of orthdox. As this
report is of vital significance to the dalits
in particular and other low castes, we
thought it needs & comment. The commu-
nal Hindus always like to select an iso-
lated case of an individual low caste to
odvartise 1o the rest of the starving, illiter-
rate masses that they are very charitable,
tolerant. Who says that low castes are
not  admitted into their fold? Such
reports help terve 8% a wonderful piece of
advartisement to the outside world where
many foreigners have been deceived by
this Hindu double-game. MNow and than

they stoge-manage such a show to impress

the waorld that the doors of priesthood are
open to one and all irrespective of caste,

They also say that caste is decided not on
the besis of birth. We want our innocent
dalit comrades not to be decehved by such
8 propoganda. Lel us oxaming what type of
an Untouchable is solected for such a

unique honour ¥ What qualifications he
has to fulfill ? While selecting an
Untouchable to stage such a show, they
excorcise tremendous caution. They screen
the individual and anly one who will obiay
them for ever will be selected for- such an
honour. Such a parson by entering the
priegthood, which has been for centurios
the exclusive privilge of tha Brahmins, is
only helping fo strengthen Brahminem, g
has to be clesrly understood that the
communal Hindus will admit only an
individua! here and there aher good deal
of grilling, written and oral tests and after
fully assuring themselves that such an
individual will help strengthen the pillars of
Brohminism. There is no instance in
history of Untouchables being admitted to
priesthood en masse. A single swallow
does not make a summar. This only goes
to prove that Brahminism unlike all other
world religions, Christianity, Buddhism,
Isiam, believes in “individusl salvation,*"



But no collective salvation is permitted.
Tolerated. When a Christlan, Muslim or
Buddhist enters hiz place of worship. his
religion directs him to prey for the weliare
of the whole society. There i3 no scope
in thoge religions to prey for one’s oamn
happiness as we find in Hinduism. When
a Hindu goes to tample, if at all he goas,
h& first prays for his own progperity. then
his wife, then his children and then his
parentz. Seldom for his family members.
Mover a Hindu prays for the collective
wollare of his soclety. To the Hindu,
sociaty does not exist. Thorefore, an
individual by pleasing the high castes, by
bacoming corrupt, debasing himself,
pandaring 10 thair tastes can come up the
laddaor of life. It iz called worming ong’s
way up. Thera is no bar 10 comuption
undar Brahminiam because Brahminiam
thrivas on corruption. Therd is no mention
in Hindu “sacred scriptures’” where tho
corrupt are punished. Greater the corru-
ption, higher the man goes, ond nearer 1o
the swarga. It is the richest who are the
naarest 1o the god. Every temple iz a dan
of corruption inlndia. The Hindu god has
1o be bribed non-stop, fed and sexually
rouged to shower his holy benediction.
When the gods themselves are corrups
and debaucherous, its creators - the gods
of earth-must have to be doubly corrupi.
So we have the priests who have sold the
vary gods.  And there iz a thriving smug-
gling business on Hindu gods, Thousands
of such gods have been exported to Wesi
10 adorn the drawing rooms of While
houssholds. Brahminism likes a corrupy
low caste man. Take the cadse of some of
our top Untowchable political leaders,
One such leadsr was discovered
by communal Hindus to counte-
ract the influenca of Ambedkar,
He was admittad ingide their closed circles
and aliowed 1o amass any amount of wea-
ith on the condition that he praised Brah-
minism. Communal Hindus paraded him,
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describing him as the best representative of
the Indian "“Harijans.”" But the same facility
was not sllowed ta Dr. B. B Ambadkar
because he was the embodiment of hone-
sty, invegrity, dedication and scholarship.
Kuppuswamy of Kerala represents this da-
ngarous trond of the Untouchables getting
brahminiesd. Brahminiem is a dying force.
It has 1o reinforce, rejuvenate itself now
and then, parlodically—=getting fresh blood
and frash recruits from the low castes, The
Kuppuswamy kayakalpa, We have a nu-
mbar af instances in history whare stray
individual low castes ware sdmitted into
the fold of Brahminizm. Such an individual
will ba halled as the model for the entire
“Harijarg’’. But wa would like 1o appeal
to the dalits that such people should be
taken not as the best specimeén but the
scum of garth. That the high castes are
nat serious about admitting Untouchables
collectively to priest-hood could be made
out from the fact that not a single one has
been 3o far made a Shankaracharya. On
the other hand, the Tamil Madu Govt, effo-
rt at giving "agems shastra” (temple wo-
rship) training 1o dalits was challenged by
the communal Hindus who took it to the
court which weas ever sager o S8l aside

this revolutionary order. Karunanighi refers
to this in & wonderful article in the Calcuita

journal-Sunday (Mov. 1). What is the
point in making much ado about & Kuppu-
swamy f The dalit salvation, said Ambed-
kar, lies not in getting brahminised but in
revidling against it,  Throwing aside lock,
stock and barrel whatever that représents
Brahminism. The dalits are neither intors-
sted in bocoming priasts nor in temple an-
try. Ewven many other Hindus themselves
are not interested in such things. In fact
the dalits are not the only wvichms of this
tample apartheid., Many other low caste
Hindus are alsa not admitted into the prie-
gthood and tamplas, Sanskrit  knowledge
was denied 1o all those peaple. They have

[Contd. on Page 12]
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CASTE IN KERALA CHURCH :

3

PLIGHT OF

“HARIJAN'® CHRISTIANS

K J. Jecob, Korteyam,)
Chrigtain converts of scheduled caste origin of Kerala belong to the lowasst rung of sociel
and gconomic ladder, Theso Untouchables of Kerala, who embreced Chrigstianity only 150

years ago, are looked down upon by their orthedox Christian brothers.

Thig racial stigma

has prevented them from attaining social recognition as Christians and forced them to keep

idantity as a separate community.

Travancore - Cochin Diocesan Recorder'”:
"“The condition of the deprossed classes of
Travancore s extremely deplorable. They
are regarded az pollution and polluters.”
Pulayss aré 8 major community among the
Keiala SCs. “Pulaya’ means ‘ong who is a
pollution”. “Pula® was a social custom
practised by caste Hindus. When a caste
Hindu died other membars of his household
wars 1o keep away from ali religious rites
and social activities for 16 days. In the
case of Pulaya this is a perpatual condition
ihat parsisted throughout his life. In other
“words, his lite was an extended "Puls” into
death. E. B. Thomas, who was a judge in
Calicut, while writing about slave-trace in
Malabar. says that in 1842, 8 voung we-
man of Cheiema caste was worth only
thres rupees snd eight annas, and a child
of the sama caste could be bought al a
priceé of one rupee and ten annas.  Euro-
paan missionanes ingvgurialed & new era
of great social change and progréss. The
British ascendancy in India alse (urmed gut
1o ba & blassing in disguise for thea oppre-
ssad pooeple.  The Church Missionary So-
clety sterted ms work in 1816,  In the be-
ginning they worked in collaboration  with
the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church.
But thia union of convenlence did not last
long and in 1836, the CM3 broke with the
Syrian Church and started missionary work
on their @wn. The credit far announcing
the good news to the slaves of Central
Travaneore goes to Rev Rugland, who was
corresponding secretary 1o the CMS in
Madras. 'n 1850, while on & 1our of Tra-
vancors. he came acioss a group of Pula-
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In July 1899, Hev, Alexander John, wiote in "The

vas in 8 paddy field working to the tune of
an enchanting choral song. This made
him think about the possibility of mission-
ary waork among the Untouchables, Thus,
in 1854, in the villags of Kaipatta in Kerala
a slove called Tneyyathan was baplized
and christened Habel (Abel). Habal was
the frist convert from the Untouchables in
Karala,

This was an apoch-making event in the
history of Kerala. There was an exodus
of slaves 10 Christianity where they wera
recognized as human beings. The servi-
cas rendered by the European missionaries
for the emancipation of the slaves must be
writtén in golden latiers. The missionaries
1o b remembered in this connection are
Banjamin Bailey and Joseph Peet.

Tha missionares acquired lands and the
Ilandless slaves weare comionably rehabili-
tated Ayvankall was & g-est leader of
ihé Unilouchablies, who lought for their
frpedom of movemeant, (he right to edy-
cation, the rnight to dress properly, the
right of Untouchable womun 10 cover their
breasis, aic

After the European missionaries lefl the
educated “"Hanjan™ Chilstians gradugily
began to feel the existence of casie-bar-
riers within the church. Orthodox Christi-
ang were bent upon segregaticg the con-
verts It was at this tima that the Commu-
nist Party mada its appearance on the
political sceng of Kerala with its call for
ihe emancipation of the oppressed and
exploited.  Naturally, communism found a
tartile ground among the working class,
sspacialy among the Untouchabdes Inchu-
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ding the convarts. Tha Communist Party's
contribution in the social uplift of the
opprassed classes in Karala I8 unigue. But
today, the party is split into groups and
this coused disillusionment among the
oppressed clagses.

The are about ona million “‘Harljan'"
Christians in Kerala, who belong 1o various
denominations viz. the C5I, the Malankara
Mar Thoma Church, Malankara Jacobite
Syrian Church, the Roman Catholics, the
Salvation Army and the numerous Pente-
costal sects.  Most of the converis are
agriculiural labourers, The pauperisation
process in the agrarian sector has driven
many upper caste people to seek work on
the land thereby reducing the amploymant
opporunities of the backward class Chris-
tiams. Farm labour is only seasonal and
that tas (s not available. Unamployment
i= tha greatést threal that the converis
face today.

A survey conducted in 1879 among
farm labourers by the Socio-Economic
Development Society of the C5I,  Madhya
Kerala Diocese, reveals that an agricultural
labourar gets only 170 days of work a
year. Another sanple survey carriéd out
by the CISRS in 1972 showed that the
gvarage annual incoma of a convert family
of five to six members was Rs. 830,
Sorma recent surseys have fixed the amount
gt present as Re 2,000. A survey con-
ducted of late by the UNICEF has pro-
nouncod KEarala the pogrest state in India,
Indian neads Rs. 64 a moath for his
rginimum digt.  Then a family of six should
hava an annusl incoma of Az, 4608,
whersas the aciual figure is balow Rs 3000,
Thizs loads us (o the alarming discovery
that the backward Christiang are one of
the poorest sactions in the countiy.

The CISAS survey of 1978 fixes the
literacy of the backward Christiang st
r study shows that the

‘F“n.“' is anly 1.2,354 in |

I would like to attract your attention to
a recent sengational case of murder in
Karala. George Soman, Police Sub-Ins-
pector at Fanoor was most cruelly shot to
death. Itis suspected thst (and there is
enough evidence) his subordinates who
were caste Hindu did away with him be-
cause they could not tolerate & Harijan
ahove them.

The Harijan Christians suffer discrimi-
nation on tha basis of religion in a secular
ttate. The SCs are asgured represantation
in the Indian Parliament and the State
lagislature by reserving constituencics
tor them. While the Government i spen-
ding crores on the Harijans, it is obstina-
tely reluctant to give it to the Harijan Chris-
tian as he cesses to ba & Harjan and will
farteit his banefits of reservation, But his
reconversion assuies him all those bene-
fits. This is sheer violstion of the funda-
menial principte of secularism enshrined in
the Constitution, which rules out any .
discrimination against a citizen In respect
of his relighon, rece, ceste, sax or place of
birth,

Various commissions appointed by the
Central and State Governments viz. the
Kalelkar Commission, Kumara Pillai
Commission, Nettur Commission ete, and
pronsuncements of the Supreme Court and
saversl High Courts agiee with the view
that there is no basic difierence betwoan a
Hindu Harijan and a Harljan who bescame
a Christian. The only diflerence iz the
difterance of religlon, The Harijan Chris.
tian_continue to bear the shackles of his
early axiztence as a Harijan,

Caste systém pravails in the church alsg,
Harijan Christians are subjected o discri-
mination by their orthodox failow Chrls=
tians, There are several places of worship
in Korala that are meant exclusivaly for the
Harljan Christlans, The policy of segre-
gation is followed by the church in many
places. They are not given their dus share
of employment in the institutions run by

[Contd. on Page-11] :
S T B ek Ll o e e

e S
e ;3.—




L .u-i" P

Letters to E#Itor §

Fr. IGNATIUS PINTO, St Joba's Me-
dical College, Bangalere : Your editosial,
“*Bid to Thraottle Christians in Indis," is a
vary fine piece of objective thinking and
wa congratulate the Dalit Voice on the
comect analysis you hava made of the
whola problem. We wish thors areé more
people iike you who could enlighten
othare with eaual clarity.

SANTOSH KUMAR, Philndelphin, USA :
| am 8 member of the VISIUN and had a
chance to read the booklet, “"Why Go For
Convergion 7" published by tha Dalit 5a-
hitya Akadenvy,  Wa areé vaty much imp-
ressed by the contents, therefore, want 1o
sond a copy each |0 every member of our
organisation. We feel this booklet will
being more awareness among the dalits.

Dr, P AROKIASWAMY, Archibishop of
sangalore ; Congratulations on your exc-
ollant editorial, **Bid to Throttle Christians
in India.”*, (DV Oct. 156.)

M. KUMARAN, Nagpar: Préss reporis
gay that the Sankaracharya of Kanchi Ka-
makoti has distributed cartificates 1o 26
non-Brahmin pujeris at Cachin. Why can't
the acharyd convedl the untouchables into
Brahumins and give them secoed thisad and
the status 7 The sanatanisis are doing all
thass Tricks as thay are very much worried
about the consersion of untouchables 10
iglam

FATHIMA AKHTAR, Madras : Willyou
define the the word “"dalit ™ ? Which
#ections of the country come under it ?
it is said that Hinduism embarces all sect-
ions of the socisty except Muzlims and
Christians. Nuslims are yet 10 be recog-
nisgd as foiming an integral part of India
by the majority community, It is récogni-
gid only 8% a religlous minority.  Whathar
the dalit movement adopis the same
position ?

M K SUBRAMANIAN, Erode (TN):
DV sweritings are peally very fiery. But | have
certain doubts  You say Muslims and
Chrigtians are persscuted minorities. Bui
in some educetional institutions mun by
thase minorities, 16 employess 8ré sUppre=
gped, The Govi. s unable to to interfere
in the affairs of these colleges os they enjoy
conslitutionsl projection.. College teach-
org are not feeling securs. Regarding con-
varsion, wa cen't fight Hindusm if we
Ieave it Our aim % 10 abolish coste system,
Pariyar edvised Ambediar not 1o émbrace
Buddhism only becau-a of this, Hinduism
survived but Buddhism dechned. Periyer
worked for social, atheistic revalution.

R. M. PREMANANDAM, 11 C. 5.,
Socunderabad: We coogratolaie you
on your editorisd *‘Bid to throttle Chri-
gtians in Inda"™ with referencs 1o the ac-
tion of the communal groups against the
mast prestigious medical instiution of
India-St Jonn's Medical College, Banga-
lore. Wea thank you for the bold editorial
and for the claron call given to the dabis
for wnity. Pror 1o _this incident seversl
other attempts have been made by commu-
nal groups and biaded govis to put down
prograssive programmes of the minarity
communities. 50 5t John's College sffair
should not ba laken a5 a stray incldent but
as one reflecting on the whole minority
population of India  We call upen you 1o
mobilize the strength of dalits throughout
the country and ralty them under 8 singla
banner =0 that the ruling community might
reckon with the sirength of the minorities.
We agsure vou af our unstinted suppoart in
all your efforts.

M. A RATAKH, Vieag : Muslims are
baing edged oul of Govt services. Their
rapresentation s about 2 per cent whils
thair population is more than 12 per cent.
I it justice 7 Tha Muslima in this area arg
vary poor.. The sducated mtﬁ arm not
g-ulnu jobs because of wnﬂ_nbimm oF
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SEALYAN™, ISKAPALLI (AP} : “Kick
olf thasa Hindu crumbs of bread given in
tha ghape of reservations, and sosk salva-
tion by getting out of this gas chamber of
Hindulsm™. This (DV Sept. 15) waming
sgainst the traps laid by their high caste
oppreagors sums up the dréams and exp-
actations of the Dalit front- Two sunges-
tigng may ba portinent. 1) Those dalits
wha g#njoy financial security nead not avail
of reservations thus enabling their less
fortunate brothers to get jobs end other
banafirs. They should not use thair sub-
£aste names as this could lead to class
digcriminalion, and give their children a
fealing of insecurity and unwaniedness.
2} Wa should promote &0 awiarenss of
the oenalit of humanising education, Dr.
K. Wilson says :  “"Humanising education
Is the premium which the (ation cannot
altord I'm: o invest - for the establishment
ol a just society . This kind of education
has moie chances 1o give birth to0 8 new
humanised political race 1t is the duty of
educated dalits to ghara this message with
thelr rural countarparis 1o help osvelop
and orgenge themseives sgainst oporess-
lgn. DOr. Ambedkar said thar dwits must
ranounce Hinduism. Today those who le-
ava the fold are justified. Bul ithesy nesa
not join another religion.  They could cre-
ate & society for the development of a
“meaningful life,”” in the social structure
and thus help rool out the caste svsiem.

_ Hopafully this could be the solution rahsp

than any other religion.

S. SUDHEER. (AP) : After 31 years
of Indapandance, and inspite ol constityl-
lonal guarsniess, Untouchables covinue 1o
be segregated and oppressed. About 70-
0% exist below the poverty line. Oppo-
tunities are denied o them by Hindug.
Social indignities and oppréssion heve re-
sulted in the Meonakshipurm conversions
1o Islam, a lesson to Hinduigm and casie
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LONDON JOURNL QUOTES

DALIT VOICE

IMRC Bulletin, published by the Indian
Muslim Relwef Committes. London, in is
issue of Sept. 1981 has reproduced the
antirg editorial of the Dalit Voica (July 15).
“*Earthquake al Meanakshipuram®.

Similarly, Dalfr Vores arlicies, comments
and sditorials are aleo transglated 10 langu-
#ges and publizshed in Il ndi a n journals
Dalits living in UK, USA, Sri Lanka, Malay-
sin, Cunada and athar paris of the wotld
have avinced keén interest in Dalit Voice
ard algo in tha different publications of
tho Dalit Sahitva Akademy. Representatives
of the perscouted minories are free 1O
reproduce or trang'ate any part from the
Dadit Voice atter acknowledging the name

EJNTOR

SINISTER INDIAN
SECULARISM

Tha state of alfairz in "'ndia is no better
than ihat obtaining in the United States of
Americe, as eéxplained by Dr. Madalyn
Murray O'Halr in her speeach,
Che had wvisited India in July
1878, and in Bombay we had organized
& public mesting which she had addr-
apged  The Indian polliicians and almost
all those who are &t the helm of afairs ol
tha sitste and the sociely, have puipose-
fully destorted the meaning of secularism 1o
gorve their malicious ends ond they are
brazen-facedly thrusting down the throats
of gullible paople that distorted mear ing of
geculsrism, i & squal rospect for all reli-
ghons.

Asg daelined by all the English dictionaries
the honest and truthiful meaning of secul-
arigm |5 that the state, morals, education,
sdministration, civic, heaith, law. police and
all guch public institutions should be entir-
aly bareft and independent of religion and
religious ceremonies, performances eic

Y. A Lokhandwala, President.
Indian Rationalist Associaiion.
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CASTE WAR :

SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND

CULTURAL IMPACT

i V. T. Rajshekar )

Caste [s Class : Caste in India broadly
fitg into & claas, The Brahmins of Inda
forming the apax of tha cagie pyramid are
mostly the proparty-holdars all over India.
Untouchables farming the other axtremes,
the bottom of the caste pyramid, are
mosthy landless agriculiural labourers. The
Kshatrivas and VYaishyas, the other two
twice-born (dwijas) varna groups end the
landed gentry, dominant casia shudras
{like Marathas of Maharashtra, Patels of
Gujaral, Reddis and Khammas of AP.
Nayars of Kerala, Modslisrs, Pillais and
Goundars of Tamil Madu) ére also properny
holders. The pyramid-shaped caste groups
have property holders on the top.  Lower
the casta, lesser the proparty. Mo doubt,
thers aré poor in every caste group but
this iz only an exception, Therefore, at
least some social scientists have now
coma 1o agred that in India caste is a
class. As a clash between the classes is
inevitable as par the Marxist analysis, a
clash between castes in India becomas
guiteé natural, Therefore, we often get the
caste clashes which have now taken the
foem of caste war ; the biggest, the longest
and the bloodiest being the ""Gujarat casie
war”" which raged for over 3 months from
December 26, 1980 (with the burning
alive of an Unteuchable youth Sakharbai
at Jetoalpur wvillage. near Ahmedabsd, by
Patels since convited) .

Whay Caste Conflict?, Caste clashes
will. tharefare, incresse in days 10 come.
This is becavse despite the ruling class
reluctance ioglve education tothe
Untouchables and hence keep them as
their slaves. thoy are managinrg ro gain
consciousness, The philosophy of Dr.
B. R. Ambedkar and Periyar have awake-
ned them. They have started asserting their

rights in & mild way. But even this is not
tolerated by the landed gentry. The Indisn
village system is not compatible with
democracy. windu values cannot co-exist
with damocratic and socialist ethos. If the
low castes start asserting their rights, the
Indian village system will coliapse. It
cannot sustain without caste but caste is
bound to ba there 25 long as Hinduism is
there. Because Hinduism is the other
nama for caste. So the propertied castes,
whose values are derived from Brahmi-
nism. will do their best to crush any body
Opposing the stafus quo. Caste clashes
are 1ha inevitable outcome of such a deve-
lopment. That s why Indla has siarned
witnessing bigger caste clashes. Kilven-
mani, Belchi, Pipra. Parasbigha, Marath-
wadd caste war and the laiest Gujaral
caste war. Ag lilerscy increases and the
palitical process raizes the hope of the
Untouchables withour futfilling them, caste
clashes will increase. As already stated,
caste being class in India, the Indian road
to revolution is paved with pebbles of
caslé struuggle unbiké in China and Russla
whard it was closs struggle

Failure of Left Movement :  Unfortuna-

taly the indian Marxists have failed to take
notemof it Orie it that they know it and
vel diliberately stick 1o the “'class struggle
theory " 10 prévent casie wars 88 agents
of the upper castes ? The casta backgro.
und of the Indian Marxist leadership is an
important factor 10 be wken note of in this
background. In the Gujarat caste war, the
Lefuats failed to come to the rescue of the
Dalits. So too in all other places were the
Dalits were tortured. Tha high caste
leadership of the Left movement is mainly
résponsible for delaying if not betraying
the Indian revolution. We heve come o
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this eenclusion after visiting Marathwada
and Gujarat during the caste wars and also
with our long essociation with the Dalil
movemeant

Marathwada : Wa don't want 10 go
into individual ceses of cleshes  The list
is too long. But the subject given Lo us
will be incomplete if we donot at least
briafly touch the two major chsla wWars,
The 1979 Marathwada caste war is the
rosult of the agitation leunched by the
dalite to change the name of the Marath-
wada University to Ambedaker Univarsity
in keeplng with the wnanimaus resolution
of the Mahereshtra legislature to this
offect, The landed Martha community
fury (EPW-12/6/79, Page B48) altecied
1200 villages out of the 9000 vilages in
the five Marathwada districts, In ali
5.000 people of 1,000 vilsgges becamo
homeless. 25 CO0 Dalits becams destitubes
and 2000 of them had to fiea ther
villages. We courtad arrest at Aurangabad
aslong with 60,000 other Dalits at the
culmination of e historic ““Long march™.
One police 51 was burnt alive. For 11
davs the rich Hindu landlords launched an
unprovoked agnr&t-'siuﬂ an Innoeent, poor
dalite. Four delits were Kileéd, Their wells
were poisoned, huts burnt. The naked
rule of the Manusmriti  The Government
ig afraid to implement 18 OWN UNANIMS LS
resolution. That means Indis is not gove-
red by iis Government but by its ruling
claas.

Gujarst Caste War: Thisis India’s
biggest caste war reging for ahout thiee
months killing over 30 pecpla in the early
port of 1981, The war was lad by the
lached Paiels deriving  inspiration  from
Brahmirg, The issue was reservations of
gaats in PG Wedical course tw scheduled
cattes #nd scheduled tribes. But
schaduted whes who form & much
bigger propulation than scheduled castes
{89%) were sp red. Thae anger was only
on Untouchables, The beauly

of the Gujarat caste war is that what began
a5 an attack on scheduled ceste PG
medicos ended with a wholesale attack on
illiterate, poor, landless Uniouchables
having no connection with medical college
of having never known whal is resed /aton.
And we call the Hindus ag the most non-
viclent people on sarth. That such a
violence can come in the very land of
Gandhi, and in the name of Gandhi, is
another imporant aspect. On behall of
the Karnataka Dalit Action Committes we
visited Gujarat twice and addrassed over a
dozen mestings. Therefors, we speak
with full knowledgs and responsibility
There is one important point of differeace
between the two wars, Hindus of Gujarat
could sy that they siand 1o lose someE-
theng ifthe scheduled castes gat reservalio-
ns in PG courses. Although this is factually
incofrect, they can st best say at least
asan &xcusae  But what did the very
sama Hindus stand to 0@ m Marathwada?
Afrer all whatwhe Dalits there were
demanding was just a change of name of
an university. Those who cannot conceds
evernn & mere change of name, will they
give regervations in metical college? There
fore, viewing from this angle. the Marath-
wada war 8 a more sencus manifeatation
of Hindu fascism than the Gujarat caste
wWar.

Why caste war should be welcomed 7 :
Tha casts war had nitlicted heavy loss on
Untouchables. their life and propesty. But
gt the same time it has pushed them to the
brink and forcedthem to be militant. They
are gradually loging faith in Hinduism and
Gandhizsm. Thea curreni conversions &re
a result of their frustration, desperation,
The political leadership of the “"Harijans™
and particularly of the ruling party is
washed out and the leadership of the
movement got passed into the hands of
the militant, dedicated Dalit Panthers. The
fakes were eliminated. The Dalits Jave
algg lgsing faith in the electoral system
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and our sham democracy,. all this is a wel-
come sign that proves that dalits, the
born revolutionaries, are gatling ready for
ravalution,

Dalitastan : To repeat, the Hindu
réliglon is the other name for fascigm.
Evan the country’'s Constitution, which is
itsell anti-poor, 5 not telersted by this
ovar-fed high castes, Thefors, the
country is going 1o gradually #lip into a
regular, periodical ol war resulling in
# lot of bloodshed. The only two things
keeping the revolution at check sra the
césle system and the “'Kawma theory.”
If wa &re indeeo heading for revolution,
we would have welcomed this paricdeal
blooa-letting by the Aindus. Bul we have
hardiy any chance of a mevolunon n the
loregesable future because of these two
formidable obstacles. Thorefor e, the
dalics will have 1o lake every preceulion
to save thamselves, their proparty and tha
hanour of thit women, The ong mmediate
plan thet we are trying 10 mplement is
migraticn of Untouchables 1o urban aress
and fransfer of population, Migration is
tiking place now steadity bul tiansfer of
population has to be wnderiaken in an
ogroanised way by dalit organisations. The
naxi stép is the carving out of & séperale
autonamous state of Daltsthan comprising
the entrie South India plus  Maharashira in
proportion 1o the dalits. We are planning
& book on this subject giving & concrate
ahape to this idea. Please do not think it
is & tall and impractical claim. We have
given deep thought to the subject and
found it quite feasible.

Cepversion :  Meanwhile, we are fully in
favour of conversipns a8 it has proved to
sssure social equality tothe Untouchables.
The problem of Untouchables is mainly
gocial and not so much economic The
Indian poverty is also not 80 much due
to Beonomic reasons a8 dusto social
factors. 1! the Maharashtra dalits are
today in the forefront of the Dalit move-
ment, it is bacause of the mental slavery

they got rid o by quitting Hinduism, and
becoming Budchists a5 direcied by
Ambedkar. The Untouchacle converts in
Tamil Nadu have also said that they have
achieved social esguality by embracing
lglam. Similar conwversion to Ehristanity
have also helped dalits [(look at Morn-
estern states hka the Nagaland etc.) aliho-
vghthergare complainits of caste
discrimination, We have jus! pu:lished
Ambedkar's speech, " Why Go For Conve-
rebon #°° (Re. 1) in which the grestest
leader of thé Indman Untouchables had
sald that convarson is the only salvation
to the Untouchebles inthe existing
circumatancs. Therefore, we call upon
the dsalits 10 guit Hmduism and embracae
Buddhism, Sikhigm, Christianity or |slam.
Az Marosts have feiled w defiver the
goods 10 dalits, they have no other go
but to chart out their own course, 7]

{Papsr presanted at the tenth annusl
Pofitical Reflection Seminar he lfd &l
Guriku! Lutheran Theological College ang
Research Institute, Kilpauk, Madas - 10
during 2-4, Qetober 1881 ) =

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES

Delhi: Forsign missionarios wn
trying 10" ‘denationalize the Naga people in
a bid to créate pockets of Western neo-
colonialism and cultural imperighism®™,
W C. Zabwang., MLA from Magaland, said
accorgig 10 & réport in the Satesman
(Dt 14} Insugurating an sight-day all-
India camp of tribal workers organized by
the Bharatiya Vanavasi Kalyan sshram in
Delhi on Oct. 12; he sawa ° grewing
menace to our national solidarilty at the
hands of the alien goul traders™".

More than 700 workers including 150
woman from tribal areas of the country
are participating in the camp named afisr
Thakkar Bapa, a Harijen leader and close
associate of Mahatma Gandhi®’,

(Bharatiys Vana-Vasi Kalyan Asram s
RS5 - gpansored  organisation frying 19
Hinduise the tibals) =)
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VALMIKI : A BRAHMIN VIEW

{5 D Thiremala Rao, Anantspur A P)

Valmikl, the poet of the Ramavana, did
not belong to the scheduled caste. Valmi-
ki was @ Brahmin, and the son of Prache-
tasa maharshi That is why he s called
Praschestasa.

Why then hes Valmiki bean reckoned as
balonging 1o the schedulsd cagtal? There
is an apcoryphal story in & purana, that a
cartain young man among wild people
was bahaving in a cruel manner, commiti-
Ing decoities. killing people etc.  He was
made 1o realise his folly by & ssge. The
repantont man then begen doing peénance.
anthills grew over him, dus o which he
was called Vaimiki. (["Valmiki® mesns
anthilly According to the sameé purdna, the
naughty young man was a Brahmin boy,
brought up by tribal people.

It is not prosable that the writer of the
Ramavand should have been any ather than
g Brahmin The reason for this, 8 that the
Ramayana consdlered a commantary on the

Gayatri, the 24 letters of the Gayair hav-
ing boasn enlarged into 24000 vareas in the
Ramayana. |n those days.- nobody but a
Brahmin was permitted 1o rects the Gaya-
iri oF practice tapas.

In the severth kanda of the Aamayana,
Wil Come across the story ol une Sambuka,
8 plous Sudra sage, being punished, relucs=
tantly, by Rama. for wiclaticg the wvama
dharma in practising tapas. which was thea
prerogative of Brabmins.  Valmiki wouid
not have written this had he himself
bean & scheduled caste man. Valmiki also

could not have cursed the prolessional

huntar, the wishada, who had shot the
male Krauncha Hird

However, Valmiki was a great sage, and
cannot be considered 1 belong exclusiv-
ély 1o ané group or caste, (inglan Expres

Oct 26) 1
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WHY GO FOR CONVERSION ?
by De. B. A. Ambadkar
[ Pages 20, Prica Re-1 ]

Excarpts from tha historic speech dali-
vared on May 30-31, 1936, while addres-
sing a conference of Untouchablas, making
hiz  stand clear on  convarsion. Tha
document i topical in the context of the
currgnt controvarsy raisad by the
communal Hindus on the istue of con-

version, It i the most authentic voice
of Dr. Ambedkar on conversion.
Published by the Dalit Sahitva Akadamy,
108 - Tth cross, Palace Lower Orcharda,
Bangalore - 580 003, S. India.
Orders awaited
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Caste 'n Kerale Churoh

{Conid from Page-4)

the church-schools, colleges. hospitals
étc.  Thae backward Christians have no s&y
in the functioning of the church and they
are kept away lrom the key administrative
posts. The church is now In the grip of
a pack of upper caste conservalives who
ara mone interested in running  the Insrir-
tutions than in announcing the Kingdom of
God 1o the poor. They join hands with
the rasctionary forces in society and Turn
their faces away fiom popular movements
engaged in liberation © struggles.  The
church is always opposed 1o the peopla’s
struggle for their legitimate rights. The
church, @& is evident from ite teachings. is
eager 10 sustain the existing strectures of
Injustice. ““What if we suffer here on
garth ¥ ' they ask : "'God Is going to re-

ward you in heaven™'. People are mada

o believe in an evedasting blinsful lile
beyond death totally resporsive to the
present responsibilities.  The church goos
on teaching like this pacifying the tide ol
wrath against injustice. Paszsne accop:
tance of suffering and injustics is consik
dered a Christian wirtue. This will lead To
a sort of moral castration of the pecple
making them pessive and indifférent spacta-
tors to the crying injustices which thay
suffer.

What we need today is the transhor-
mation of the church into a dynamic move-
ment for realizing the Kingdom of God.
The poor and the down-trodden are a {orce
to be reckoned with In the context of aony
goclal changa., They can be turned into o
revolutionary force for transforming the
church and saciaty. |

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
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commisaion.
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BRAHMINS FILE CASE
AGAINST RAM

MATHURA: Twolosal journalists have
filed a case in the court of Chief Judical
Magistrater against Jagjivan Ram under
Section 295 of the Indwn Penal Loda. The
complainants, M, Ramesh Chandra Sharma
and Akhilesh Kumar Sharma, alleged in
their complaint that Jagjwan Ram had
made defamatory spesches against Brah-
mins on Octobar & and 18, in which he
called upon Harijans to discard Brahming
and fight against them, according to a
PTI repaort.

A GOAN NEWSPAPER
PANJIM. “Tha GOA FREE PRESS TRUST':
will publish 8 newpaper “"The Goan woe-
kly,"” with 5. B Desai as Editor. On the
Board are Messrs : M. Saldanha, chairman
A KEansar, Prof. 5. Carvalho, V-Chairman ,
J. Couto, Gen. Sec., R. Furtado Jt. Sec.,
5. Naik Treasurer and J. Carvalho Jt.
Treasurer. Trustees: Messrs A. Fonesca,
. B. Dessai, C. Rodrigues, G. Vaz,
A. Couto, J.Rebello, C. Martins, J. V.
Botaelho, F. Tavora. J. Rodrigues.
0. Gonsalves and D. Dennis. 0
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Brahminising *“Harijans**

{Contd, Trom Page-2)

been kept out for centuries despite ramain
ing as the most loyal servants of the orth-
odox, At a tima whan thay wene sager to
get brahminized, the facility was denied 1o
them. Those attempting to stealthily get
antry into this high caste fortress waere
mercilessly dealt with., But the clock has
now wrned & full circle. The dalits today
are agitating not 1o become priests and
gain temple antry but get rid of all those
institutiona that symbolise their slavery,
The mass conversion to  Christianity,
Buddhizm, 1slam, Sikhizm etc, is an indl-
cation of their protest against Brahminism
Dalits heve come to realise the dangers of
Brahminism. S0, at a time when the dalits
are rebellious, the communal Hindus are
out to thrust down their throats what they
do not want ta swallow. Let the commu-
nal Hindus know that a single Kuppu-

Regd. ERNB-456

swamy, however widely advertised in their
own press, will not tempt others to fall
into this trap. Al the more it s quite
possible that some poor, illiterate dalits,
who are 0 Innocent, here and there may
consider the forbidden fruit sweet and go
to aat it like Kuppuswamy. To such un-
wary dalits we call upon 1o be cautious.
It is the duty of all educated dalits to advice
their less fortunate and save them from the
clutches of Brahminism which indeed is the
curse of India. Ambedkar said any amount
of applying “'kum kum™ or ashes on the
forehead and body, any amount of offering
of money In temples and any amount of
worship of Hindu gods will not Bring them
enual status with high casies, Instu_a-d af
imitating higher castes and get kicked later
it is better o get out of Hinduism and pro-
claim 1o the w o r I d thet they are not
Hindus. And they were never Hindus. []
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DALIT MARCH TO HI!GH

COURT

BANGALORE : Karnataka Dalit Action
Cammittes has decided to organise a novel
“‘Dalit March to High Court’” on Mow. 23
to protest against the injustice meted out to
dalits in the “‘the temple of justice’” and
also burn the effigy of Chief Justice D. M,
Chandrashekar on that day. Three fop
communities, Lingaytas, Brahmins and
Vaokkaligas are controlling the High Court
which has just one j u d g & each from the
5C, Muslimy and OBCs. Christians have no
judge. A. Natarajan, a dalit leader of the
AG s office, presiding over the DAC mee-
ting hera, said judiciary is anti-dalit.
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