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EDITORIAL

THE FARCE OF VIRAT HINDU SAMMELAN

Virat Hindu Sammelan, aptly described by Jagjivan Ram. India’s most famous leader of
Untouchables, as the ' joint enterprise of the R5S and the Cong. I, ** has just concluded
in Delhi once again sssuring the outside world that the Hindus d~ not believe in change

come what way. Maharaja Karan Singh, the Rajput ex-ruler of Kashmir

wiag chosen by

the communal Hinous 1o stage this expensive snd massive” Save Hinduism™ show of

strengih e a reaction to the mass conwer-
gion of Untouchablés 1o iglam But as
Jagiwan Ram said the conferance achieved
nothing.  But we are least surprised. |1
the conference failed 0 come out with
Bny CoOncrets suggestion 1o destory unto-
uchability, it is not because the organisers
da not know it.  They all know that unto-
uchability can't be destwroyed in isolation
and without destroying the caste system.
And destroying caste means destioying
Hinduism. Every high caste Hindu knows
this. So what the organizers are trying to
do i 10 fool the gullible massos, deceive tha
foreigners and further strenghen the high
caste fagcist rule. Be that ag it may, what
the educated Untouchable youth want is
nat temple #ntry, Inter-casta dinners or
somé crumbs of bread In the shape of
petty jobs but salf - respéct and =ocial
status which alone shall ensure them a
fair share in the political power If the
Hinduism coes not ensura thig, they are
tully justitied in seaking it through other
reliaions tnat ensure equality, By passing

rasclutions. the Delhi conference hag not
done anvthing new. Gandhi conducted
such a futile exearcisa B0 years back and
tingliy fell a préy to a Brahmin bullet. How
can asmall fry hke Koaran Singh succeed
where Vivekanands and Gandhi have
failed? Asg the 21st century is naaring
and scientists have suceeded in putting
m.an on the moon. the Hindus of Indis are
still talking about trying fo remove untouy-
chability, Ewen on that thers ie no unani-
mity between thomselves What a farce !

They are nat even ashamed of the stink in
their body  But the angry yourg dalits

can no longer wail. Thair impatienca has
made them to take to militant path. There-

fore, Karen Singh and co, nesd not bother
about dalits- They will seek their own
liberation and if the communal MHindus
come in the way, they with the halp of
their natural allipg—the other persecuied
minorities —will fight their way through
rivere of blood, [ the Hindu |eaders are
so much worried now becsuse of mass
conversion 10 lslam, where were they



when Belchi. Pipra Kilvenmani accurred 7
Temple entry is another farce of a solution.
But not only the educated dalits are mot
interested in goimg o temples But even
many educated Hindy youlhs say itis a
waste of time to go o temples. Barring
some old paeple, Hindu youth are raraly
saen in temples these days. The Oealhi
conference has called for ban on conversi-
ong.Dalits may be preventad from becomi-
ng Muslims or Chrigtians but can anybody
gtop them snnouncirg that they are not
Hindus ? Even Sikhs have started saying
that they gra not Hindus. s it ot possi-
ble to remain a human being without baing
Hindu? Do they mean to say that only
Hindus could be human end oihers are
not? The Delhi conferance said conver-
slons meant a threat 10 security. For tfis
Jagjivan Ram said : “'Do they mean that
it is enly Hindus who can keep the country
gecure ¢ In ithe old days there weia only
Hindus in this country. Could they main-
tain its security 7™ [ =tatesman Oct. 200 It
is anly the high caste Hindus who inviled
foraign invaders. History says this  Na
secular Govi could have tolerated the
Dalhi meat and therafore we fuliy  sups ort
RAam's demand that the o:ganisars of the
confarence should be prosecuted {or
tarnishing India’s secular image. Wae also
endorse Ream’'s opinicon that conversions
may not improve the economic status of
tha Untouchables. They know this  Bur
the atrocities on them are commitied nol
because they are poor If so why no other
poor Hindu is subjected totoriure 7
Conversion brings them social status and
will automatically end atrocities. Therefore
Ram iz right in saying conwversions to
other religions are a definite way to gain
social status. Hansra) Gupta, RSS5 boss
of Delhi, was the working president of the
Delhi meet and Karan Singh was just a
rubber stamp. That hundreds of RSS fiags
ware fluttering and many Cong. | ministars
and teaders attend the show, and that no

Lefiust parly condemned it has only reite-
rated our belief that when it comes (o the
question of saving caste, party difierences
are forgotten in India. Because in India
each caste is 8 seperate party ; but all of
them join when they want 1o wage a war
on the dalits and other persecuted minori-
ties, Therelers, the Virat Hindu meet may
be interpreted as a declaration of war
against dalits, However, we are glad that
Ram. even at the fag end of his life, is fast
realiging the need to take o v &r &5 the
commander-in-chief of the army of tha
persecuted minoiltles. As a brilliant sira-
tagiat, ha kngws who are the natural allwes
of the dalits The Marathwada and Gujars
casta wars have convinced the daliis that
the communal Hindus are itching for a
fight. The showdown may be only dela-
vad but the Delhi meet has confirmed that
the war cennot be avoided. Dalits and the
persecutad minorilies kKnow this and ther-
fore they must joinily get set for the
impending war—the war of liberation. []

BLACK-FLAG TO CHIEF
JUSTICE

BAMGALCRE : The Karnataka Dalit
Action Committes staged a dharna and
bleck-ilag demonsiration before the High
Court here on Oct. 20 to press their dema-
nds & protest againgt the “injusiics being
done fo the dalits by the High Court. ™

A delegation led by s convener
. M. Thimmarayvappa, submitted an 18-
point memorandum to the Chief Justice.

The demands included the appointment
of a scheduled caste judge as the Chisf
Justice and four more scheduled caste
and tribe judges to the High Court.

The commities decided to suspend s
aqllation on the assurance and encolra-
ging response from the Chief Justice, the
committens stated in & press release.
{ Dwcan Herald Oct. 27). Thisis the second
blackfiag agitation against the High Court,
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RAJAMALLU FAVOURS TRADE UNION

STATUS FOR SC & ST UNIONS

(owr correspondent)

Madras : A warm réception was given to the Scheduled Caste and Tribas Commission,
headed by Rajamsliu, a dalit Cong. | leader and MP from Andhra, on its first visit to
Mad=az 01 Oct 13 The meeting was well attended and workers greated the commission
wilh the slogans demanding recognition 10 the SC and ST welfare associations in different

Gowvt. offices, departments, banks and
public sector organisations, on par with
other trade unione. In view of the rising
atrocitiss on the dalits, Rejamaliy and
Sisir Kumar, 5C Commissioner to 1he Gowvi.
of India and a member of the Commission,
gaid in their reply ther nathing could stop
recognition of SC associstions and the
dreams of Ambedkar would soon become
a reality. Earlier, Elumalal ganeral secretary
of the Central Gowvt , Bankg and Port 5C &
5T Employees Associations Coordinating
Council, TM and Pondicharry, presented a
memorandum 190 the Commission. Dr,
P. Kuganandam, astudent leader of
Madras, spoke on the problems faced by
dalit students. G5 Elango proposed a
vote of thenks

BANGALORE : Tne Commission later
visited Bargalore and the most outstanding
event of the visit was a meeting hetd by
the commission with membars of the
Karnatoka Dalit Action Committes headed
by D. M. Thimmarayapps who submitted
a memorandum. Since the document is
important and has an all-lndia bearing, we
raproduce the text for the informetion of
dalits in the rést of Incha who 1 Wurn wiil
have 1o agitaie and fight for these rights
The high caste Hindus who rule india will
i hand over anything voluntarily after a
“change of heart™.  The dalits will have
1o seize what they want ;

1. While walcoming the first  visit 1o
Karnatoka, we wish to point oul that the
interim report submitted by your predece-
ssor. Bhola Paswan Sastiri. has not been
implemented. The Interim report had

recommended setting up of a specisl police
force comprising exclusively of 5Cs 1o be
rushed ta troubleprone areas & recruit such
a foree in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, 1o
begin with.

Trade Union Rights to SC/ST Welfare
Assnt . Wae regret to stete that the exis-
tng trade wnions in Irdia have lailed to
protect the speckal interests of 5Cz and
5Ts. Therefore all over India the SCs and
5Ts employees have formed their own
welfare associations. We urge the commi-
ssion to recommend trade unlon status
under Industiial Dispute Act.

2. Arresting ofMicers ender PCR Act for
violating Constitation :  Righ: now officers
failing to fultill constitutional reservations
in admission to educational institutions
and recruitmeént to jobs and promaotions
escaps withou! any punighment  As there
i5 NG provision to punish such &n anti-
constitutional Act, we urge suitable
amendment 10 P.C.A. Act to arrésl erring
officers,

3. Conversion of Untouchables : We
regret to note the charge that Untouchabies
are being bribed 1o get conversion  Unta-
uchaoles, wno are the orginal inhabilants
of India, are the only people along with
tribes who geénuwinely love the country.
The Commission which had sent its
Diractor K. ARUMUGAM, | A 5 10 Meana-
kshipuram had said that the conversions
ware dus 10 S0Cio - SCONDMIC reasons
Arumugam or any other Govi. agency has
not so far discovered foreign money  Bul
wa arg sorry 1o note that the commission
has not so far published Arumugam’s



report mpor has it comeout with its own
opinion on  conversion.  On our part we
have given a public call that to get social
status, Untouchables must quit Hinduism.

4. Conversion Certilicates: [t has come
to our notice that recruiting agencies are
admitting conversion certificates issued by
tha Arya Samaj, which isnow undertaking
conversion of Muslimse, Christians,
Bhudhists into Hindusm.

We demand the Governmant authorities
should stop recognition to such conversion
certificates

§. Liaslon officers appointed in pubiic
sector units to oversea raservations should
ba from SC and ST anly.

6. Reservation in private sector: We
welcoma the Gowvernment decisiom to
enforce reservetion in private sector.

7. Arms to Untouchables. In view of
the steap rise in organised violence against
Untouchables, with the police many a time
becaming entirely helpless, we have boan
repeatedly demanding supply of guns to
dalits and their treining in civil defence,
Bihar has already made a modest beginninrg
but officials as uwswal are coming in the
way of its implementation. We reguest
you 1o steal a thunder and supply arms to
Untouchables and the DAC will be at the
gervice of the Governmant Taking charge
of this mast sacred task of protecting the
life, property and the honowr of the
most neglected section of the humanity.

8. Special coorts to try unt uchability
offences. We regret tosay that the
exisiing courts have no sympathy for the
Untouchablas and the cases liled in the
different couris go on dragging for years.
Justice delayed iz justice deniad, © There-
fore, wa demand consti ution of special
courts exclusively o try cases arising out
of untoucahasility offences ad land
disputes and for this purpose Governmant
may creates a new post of a special Advo-
cate-General, who shall be a scheduled

caste to be in charga of the whole state.
Special publie prosecutors may be appoin-
ted for sach district

9, Tibetan-type model colonies. We
regret that while the Govt. is going all-out
to please foreigners like the Tibetans and
others, its own sons of the soil are being
neglected, Therefore, we urge upon the
Gowt. to establish four colonies on the
model of Tihetan colony at Bylkuppe. A
seperate Director of - Agriculture may ba
appointed charged with this special task of
acquiring lands to the extent of 5,000
acres in four dfferent areas of the State
and resettl: landiess Untoushables in such
colonies by supplying them free seeds ter-

tiliswrs, water, irrgation, loans, implemants,
education, health care-just on the Bylaku-

ppe model. This expenment may be ex-
tended after seeing the success of this
schems,

10, Waich-dog status €. the DAC. In
Karnataka thare is none to waich the
enfarcement of constitiuticnal reservations
and prevent atrocities in villages. This s
because those in-charge of enforcing resa-
rvations and preventing atrocities belong
to high caste. Therefore, while thanking
the commission for recognising the KDAC,
we alsp urge the commission to 2ppaint
us as the watchdog in respect of these
Two is8UES. O

MINORITIES GETTING
DESPERATE IN INDIA

Fr. Joseph Puthenpura says (The State-
grman Oct. 12.) © “"Today, the minorities in
India are disiflusioned and afraid of their
future By involving some archaic law on
withholding state grants, officials play
havoo with minority institlutions™.

CONVERISION TO

BUDDHISM

Bangalore : B R. Ambadkar's spaech
delivered on the day he golcoawverted to
Buddhism at Magapur has besn translated
to Tamil by a local dalit activist, J.0. Elan=
govan of the LIC Priced at Re. 1, the copy
can be had at : 1]6 B, strest, Clavaland
Town. Bangalore-680 016, Those intera-
sted in bulk purchase will get commission,
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BRITISH PRESS CONCERN OVER INDIA’S

APARTHEID

{ Dr. N. Srinivasan, UK. }

Leondon. The Voice is keeping the UK dalits well in touch with the incidents &t home, In
recent weeks there has besn a talk about letting the Yorkshire cricketer Geoff Boycott (o
play in Inaia for the obvious reason that he was linked with playing, trainiig and coaching

in South Africa,

The Indian Government and lodian politicians have iost the cradibility To

talk about Apartheid in South Alfrica when they cannot put thelr own house in order.

Dalits here are asking that our Counter-
parts in India are a et of honest, siNcens,
hard-working people. Why don’t the
pociety in which they live mind its own
busingss and let us prosper on our gWwn
with the help of the rights provided by the
Constitution which needs 1obe safeguraded
by the Government?

The world press is nol keeping quiet on
heart-rending social degradation of the
majority and social awakening of the
yaliant in India. The prestigious London
Times (Aug. 31) has published a story by
Kuldip MNayar under the headline, °“"Hindus
eoncerned over Islamic conversions’™”. The
report says Hindus have better relations
with Muslima than with Harijans. [T was
seen In Rajasthan during the recent floods
that while Hindus & Muslims would Q up
together for medicine, there would be a
separate Q for Harljans. The “"Guardian
{(Aug. 21) carries a report under the head-
lime, “‘Mew Life in 1slam for Indian Untou-
chables. Harijans are discovering that they
hold potent political lever against Hindu
caste system’", The report from its New
Dalhi correspondent Pater Nissewand says
Untouchables have gained a lot through
Islam The Indian Constitfution guarantess
the right 1o change one’s religion. The
report guotes Home Minister Makwana,
Madras economist C. T. Kurien, defending
the Untouchables right to conversion to
gain equality. At Kanpur, the police
arrested 23 Dalit Panthars threatening to
embrace Islam. Mieawand's verdict on
Indian untouchability: * Millions of Harijans

not only remain poor but are Hindus in
name anly. Their untouchablity bars them

from even the most basw rights of their
religion bacause they e born &3 oul
castas,’. The correspondent guotes an
Untouchable, who became o Muslim,
saying how he got social status bechuse
of canvarsian 9,

RESERVATION IN PRIVATE

SECTOR

Yot another hoax is played on the 5Cs
and 3Ts who are cheated enough by the
country s ruling class. When the consti-
futignal reservations areé not enforced in
the Govt. and public sector itself, a report
15 put out saying that the LUnion Gowt.
“hag decided”’ to extend ressivationg of
jobs to 3Cs and 5Ts and physically handi-
capped in private sector through a legisia-
tion. The decision iz taken on ithe basis
of the recommendations of the Mathew
Committes on impioving employmant
sarvices. From the néws point of wiew,
the report is of greal imporionce, But
bariing the Statedman, which promnently
published it on ihe frent pags, olher chose
o ignore the news. Whan 1he repor irself
is ignored, can the dalits hope for any
thing elsa ¢

TRIBALS DECAYING

BHUBANESWAR : A two-day all India
conference on tribal area development
held hergé reached a consensus that the
socigeconomic condilion  continued  to
remain the same despite ierplementation
of tribal development programmes by
offcial and non-official agencies, Ab-ut 50
delégates specializing in the held of tribal
grea developmant from different States
attended the conference, |
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WE ARE GETTING DESPERATE

{f £ G Lingam, Hyderabad )
It is an accepted fact that the high caste Hindus even cent per cent are persons.of-

jettérs and they occupy the highest place in sociaty.

Even when they go for biksha they

command respect by reciling Sanskrit slokas and demand alms, Almost all the temple
priests are only from the high caste. May be that the Sanskrit language is sure to pave
way for their livelihood having denied the same opporftunity 1o other casies Tor centurias.

Ewven the kings with all their waalth
could not learn this language. As could be
seen in the scriplures, a century sgo the
Maharaja of Satara had o secrélly leam
this language &t nights, In those days
Sanskrit was 8 monopoly of high castes.
Whan the Govt. opened a Sanskrit gchool
in Poona in 1821, Brahmins becama
violent. Brahmin teéachers not only furiou.
gly opposed the new move 0 admit other
caste Hindus but a majority of them also rg-
gigned. When this was the plight of caste
Hindus themszelves what must have been
the condition of the Uniouchable who
wars never in the picture of Hindu sociaty,
The Christian missionasies took up the
cause of education of other caste Hindus
a5 also the Untouchables and taughi
Engligh through convents. English-medium
education became &0 popular that even 1o
date thera i a mad rush for the conveni

education. Sanskrit, which was once
hield in high esteem, faded into obscunity.

A strong feeling grew in thée minds of
thess castes that foreigners wers prefera-
ble to the high casie. Even 34 years afier
the indepandence, we feal proud to learm
this foreign langy age (English) rathar than
our own “"Hindu™ ianguage [(Sanskril),
because English has pavea the way for
better living for other castes as well. Who
is. responsible for this plight ?
Dr Ambedkar, tha architect of the Indian
Congiiution was denledthe Sanskrit
learmig during his school days and later he
learnt it by himself and partly from othérs
and became a pandit i Sanskrit. s it a
fact that tha high castes are aconomically
backward when compared to other cesie
Hindus. If 50, at what lesel? Sanskrit

learning aiways essured their livelihood.
Let us look into the Govt. offices, undertak-
inge. teaching profession and so on. Maost
of the higher posts are occupied by the
high castes disproportionate to  other
lowly castes. There is so much of OG-
tion all over India to the resarvations ‘or
SCs. and 5Ts. in education and employ-

mant They are the out-castes under
Hinduism though superficially called
Hindus.

The Govt. has reserved certain parcen-
toge of seats in education and employment
for these SC and 5Ts, but is this percen-
tage fulfilled or observad inits frue spirit?.
In many cases the Govi. directives are
violated on the pretext that suitable candi-
dates aré not available. In the selection
committies these high caste Hindus with
bissed minds invariavly disgualify the
eligible 5C and 5T candidates and select
thosae balonging to high caste even through
they do not fulfill the basic requirement
for the jobs, in the name of merit- What
is merit? To alarge extent it may ba only
an opinion as paternity and not a fact as
maternity. When these ara the facts pre-
vailing in gociety where is the chanco for
these downtrodden communities to find
place, educationally ana economically leave
slone socially?. In many a case high castes
produce false 5C and 5T certificates and
compata with genuine 5C and 5Ts and
thus deprive the later 5 chances, We have
recently noticed Gujarst riots apgaints the
reservations far SC 5Ts, for admistions
o post-graduation courses in medicine
Coan we count them in fingurés, much less
tha percentags as to how many posi-
graduates in medicine, eaginesring,

[conted on page 7]



MURDEROUS ASSAULT ON DALIT DOCTOR

THREAT TO EMBRACE ISLAM IN COIMBATORE
{ Prof V Thengevelu, Udumalpst, TN. )

Tamil Nadu has over a crora of Untou-
chables having 124 cesies and sub-castes.
The sub-caste system is givin g lot of
hesdache 1o all educated emplovess, In
Coimbatore district a Dalit woman's head
was cut off by a Hindu. The reason was
she refussed 10 have sexual relations with
a Hindw. A Hindu was riding & motoreycle
in & muddy rosd.  He saw an Untpuchable
youth walking on the same road. Heé ted
the youth to a tree and beat him. Even
educated, emploved enginesrs, oOCIOvE.
clags | and class 11 officers, working
women are attackes by Hindus., On
18.8.81 Dr. Erighnaswamy, M. B. B 5,
wag atiacked by Hin du s in Poolavadi.
Udumalpaet taluk, Coimbatore disinct. Dr.
Krishnaswamy (29) is a follower of EVR
Parwyar. Being fair and well-built. nobody
can mistake him to be én Unisuchable. He
became a popular doctor loved by the
poor. & local Hindu school teacher, who
was jealous of an Untouchable doctor
becoming so popular, decided Lo murder
the doctorg family. He was sitacked by a
mob of 100. His family members werg
alko injured, Dalits in TH are nol running
any daily newspapers, The press is in the

hands of Hindus They blacked out the
néws and put oul coloured news, Malai
Malar iz the largsst circulated evening
Tamil daily of Colmbatore, | do not have
faith in Hinduklsm which was brought to
India by 1ne Indo-European horde s,
Hinduiszm hes no foundar whereas in [slam,
tha creator stoosd apart from  his creation
ordgring mcd presiding owver his work
The Hindug worshipped all sorts of gods
whaieas tha Muglims having ongé  god,
Allah and the KEoran forbade the faithiul 10
represant him is any shape or form, | am
propagating and supporting  “'Harijan’"
conversion to Islam in Tamil Madu. I the
Governmani fails 1o rénder justice 1o Dr.
K. Erishnaswamy, dafinitely hundraeds
will embrace Islam. After this sensational
news was published in Malai Malar, we
got surrounded by CID's CBIg and police
péop'e Islam alone can help internal and
intarnational trade, The converted Muslims
are getting proper guidance from born
Mustims in TN. If the Govarnment fails
to give proper justice, we Dalits will
embraca Islam from Kashmir up 1o Cape
C amarin Ol

[We are peiting Détperste. Cont.  from Pege 6]

regearch wing, satc. are avallable among
genuing SC and 5Ts, They suffer humilia-
_lion in these institutes by the casta Hindus.
Look at the plight of the dalits in villages,
Ara they treated as human beings ! They
are illiterate indentilying themsaives with
slugh and living on the réemains of food
thrown by the caste Hindus  If 8t all the
high castes are facting any problam in the
racent yaams it is puraly thar own making,
Racently &l the religous leaders of varkus

mutts in South India hald & conference for
reconverting “Harijans” into Hinduism -
from Islam. Whatis wreng if the Hanjans
got themselves converted into lslam or
Christianity when the doors of Hinduism
are shut for them and living itself is at
wlike ¥ O
R*~% Warning t« Mueslims: [f the
Muslima want & quist atmosphere for their
worship five times a day, thay should build
their mosques B mazars in mone secluded
places. [ORGAMIEER, OCT. 18.)




Letters to Editor :

Honnapps Kahale, Bangalore 1 Hindu
solidarity conferences held throughout the
country proclaimed that the recent conver-
sions are nol genuine. A plot by the Arabs
and Muslims, using foregn money 10
entice dallts is suspected. Dalit maders are
being tesced to condemn conwersion and
warn their brothers against losing reserva-
tions and bene'its. The Govi. was urged
to ban conversion, Conversion i a2 sue
way to achiove eguality. The caste system
is essential in Hinduism 1@ maintain
purity of Brahmanism: For centuries
violence was used to uphold castelzm
Love and squalily cannol exist here, 50 il
it impossiole for casteless dalits 10 remain
in this fold  Whers reformers iike Buddha,
Ramanuja, Gandhi failed, less sincere
leadars at Hindu botherhood conferences
and palitcia s, can hardy succeed in
changmy views Centuries of sufferings
by dalits has been a great enough sacr.fice
far the Hindu cause. Now carefuly consi-
dering the pros and cons they have opted
for conversion with full canviction. So it
is both unfair and detrimental 10 attnbute
monetary Inducement or coercion as the
reason. During the course of such conver-
sione if by chance they get some financial
benefit, it cannot be termed a brnbe. It 13
unresaonable lo sUpDIse that onky ndivi-
dual convergions are genuing. |lliteracy
and back~ardness can resull in mass con-
varsions, bul only a ge e Converson
lasts long. In India many :eligidns exist.
it indicates that none of them are perfect.
Herce convarsions will occur  Religions
that preach equality and love will attrect
the oppressed.  One cannot ban conver-
gio:c  Religion ia a funiamental right and
[ndiia is tolerant, Conversion will emanci.
pate 1/5 of the Hindu fold. They will
gmerge 8s strong solf-respecting citizens
and stranghan the country.  Tolal equaliy
gan become a reality only with conversion.

Mrs, M. R, Rhitty, Nagpor : | resd
every number of the Voice through wilh
great interest, because of is forthright
expression of the dalit paint of view.

Baren Ray, New Delbi:  The strugole of
the membaig of the SC8 W both BCONOMIC
and soca!  Since the oppression is based
on relgion, it is the religious base which
has o be reformed. 18 has 1o be a vasl
cultural movement which should turn the
direction ard value system of Hindu
gociety, | have a8 Cconcréle suggestion ;
change ithe name ol vyour organi
sation (hoth words are meaningful and
gignificart). | suggest you should launch @
cultural movement which should turn 1the
direction and value svstem of Hindu
gociety. | have a8 conGrele sSugoesio
cha ge the name of the movement which
should be named Ekalavya Vidrohi
which would reflect the chalienge ot the
scheduled castes masses freeing them:-
selves of the mental bondage which had
accompanied the socio-ecosomic explolia-
tion for centuries. 5C youth orgamisation s
may be formad as Ekalavya Vidroh Samilis.
Eklavya days or weeks may be observed to
propagate and explain the idea. Another
idea is to prapareé for political protest
strikes (not for any economic demands)
specifically against discriminetion, for the
restoration of full human dignity and the
full implemention of the Indian Constitu-
tion.  Such ssuas as some municipalities
still insist that the sweepers carry the night
so:l on the head, not providing wheslba-
rmows ote. must be highlighted in such
aCtione

M, Flangovan Cuddalore, T.N. | was
invited by some ‘comradss 1o the ALPSD
hele here recently, When | asked its aims
I was told that it was for promoling peace
All the speakers were communists.  They
falked about US imperialism, But noné
spoke about india. Befors they go for
world peace they must  seitle psace &t
home. O
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ON THE QUESTION OF CONVERSION

{Amanfit Singh, London)
Suddenly the dalits’ conversion 1o lslam in India is big news, Just about everybody
whao is anybody and who is an enemy of the dalit has made a comment or two about these

conversions,

The masiers are refusing 10 accept the
the dignitied, consciously free, Untouch-
able. 5o what is behind the sudden wave
of canversions to lslam ? First of ail, thera
is nothing new sbout the dalits’ leaving
the dung lwap ot the so-called Hindu
sociely in search of egqualily, fralermily
and human dignity, This happened in the
Buddha's time when millions of woalils
sought refuge in Buddhism escaping from
the torture and degradation of the Hudu
caste socigty. The very populary of afl
the medieval saints lay In their emphasis
on the equality of man. Mosi of the lndian
Muslims are descendants of the converis,
Militant Sikhism arose becauseof the re-
volis of the dalits  In the 20th ceniury
Dr. B B Ambedkar lad above 20 lakh peo-
pla to the path of Buddhism as & last ra-
sort in his search for dignified status for the
dalits. Mo positive proo! has emerged re-
garding the allegaiions about fereign money
being behind the conversions. It is possi-
ble that the host Muslim commuiity would
tand 10 help the new converts as is natural,
Comparatvely speaking. the Muslims are
better off and theoretically thers is such a
thing as equality in the brotherhood of
Islam which Hinguism denies en theologi-
cal/political grounds. The fact is that Tamil
Madu tops in atrocitiss on the daiis. The
practice of untouchability s 8o axtreme, S0
barbaric and so inhuman that even ihe
Apartheid systern of South Africa seems
fika @ mare misunderstanding betwean the
races.

‘In Travancora some of the Untouchable
castes wera literallay slaves or serfs, and
wara given away, bought, soid and mortg-
aged like other poperty’” (Indian Caste

Customs, L. 5. 5.0. Malley). It was not till
1885 that the slaves were nominally freed.
Nevertheless : *In this state the untouch-
ables were subjected to various vexatious
reéstrictions, such sz being forbidden 1o
wear shoes or carry umbrellas ; but what
wias most fell and resented was a state
order that Shanan women should not wear
any clothing above the waist.” The
Shanan women s right to wear clothifig
above the waist was won through hund-
reéds of deaths and widespread rioting.  In
the secocd halt ot the 20th ceniury the
dalris are still denied the right to use public
facilities, to wear ornaments and good
clothes. to walk the public highways and
in some cases to breathe the same air as
high casie Hindus, as the breath ot an Un-
touchable still pollutes | It is not too leng
ago that Kilevenmani heppened, Tha S0-
called high caste Hindus incinerated hund-
reds of Untouchable men and choidren oy
burning 25 huts, for daring 10 go on strike
for an extra 2 rupees a day [ons rupae—&
pence).  The murderers were allowed to
go fréee because in the words of the trial
judge “'Owners of cars and good houses
gre incapable of committing such acts™.
[(Fimes of India, Bombay, 14 June 1873),

Some newspapers have pointed out that
the villages where widespread conversions
took plice are precisely the locations
which ware not subjected 1o mass 18fror,
burning. repe and looting by the high
caste Hindus, thus implying that atrocities
and oppression are not a factor in these
conversions. While this contains a germ
of truth, the very opposite is the case. It
is pracisely the most congcious elemants
among the dalits, namely thes Dali
Panthers, whao have encourged these



CONVarsions : the vary sams Panthers who
wara traditionally pro-Amoedkar and pro-
Buddhist |  Ambedkar -had embraced
Buddhism and rejected |slam becausa he
thought that Islam was a non-Indian ideo-
logy- If convarsion for the changa in ra-
Hgion was the aim the. Dalit Panthers
would be encouraging their brothers to
to adopt Buddhism instead of Islam. So
why the conversions to Islam? There is
no doubt that the Indian Muslims sulter
from social oppression, whatever thair
economic class may be Tamil MNadu
Muslims are a small minormty.  Also  thelr
class character ranges mostly from poor
peasant to that of petty bourgeois, the
elements which can be helpiul in the peo-
ople’s democratic revolution It is natural
far the people who suffer from the sama
exploiters to group together, The reazon
why the Unieuchebles have not been able
to win over the so-called high caste poor
paasants is the very real, and barbaric as-
pects of the caste system. It is the combi-
nation of class and social oppression that
has brought the two commuanities together
in TN just as it did in the recent Gujerat
riots. (See the article on Reservations in
the Punjabi saction of Lalker.] The reason
why it has 1aken so long for this to happen
is 1o be found in the backweidness and
very ‘low political consciousness of the
dalits who are not only economicaily but
politizally. socially psychologically oppre-
ragsed as well, Hence the Dalit Varg's
reazon for conversion to Islam is not tor
the love of lslam but for consciousness,
the right to take water from the wvillage
well and for the right to waik on the public
road without being whipped or cul 10 pieces
for this "offence . (The reason these con-
yerts can now draw water from the samé
wall is becauge they have the muscle of
the whole Muslim and Untouchable co-
mmunities. 1f any so-called Golden Hindu
gives them & hard time they nek staring
a communal riot.) Timesdochange
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Some Untouchables ara demanding equali-
ity on the threat of leaving Hinduism and
embracing Islam. It ig in this context that
the hysteria generated by the enemies of
the dalils becomas understandabla. They
do not care ore atom for mere conversion
o |slam. That in itself does not change
anything. What i baing felt dangerously
in their minds is the iea that for the first
tirms in their lives the slaves are fealing that
they are slaves., What is mora they are
daring to voice the opinion that Hinduism
and by mplication the present political /ao-
cial system s rotten to the core, by the
practical act of embracing a religion which
i diametrically opposed to el the worst
aspecis of Hinduism. S it is ngt Hindui-
sm that tha Dalits are giving up but the
mentality. for dalits by the very definitions
of the Hindu sages were never a part of
the swarana [(golden) Hindu community.
They were outside not only theoretcaily
but also practically, 8s is amply reflacted
in the cugtom of Hindus of forcing the Lin.
jouchables to live outside the villages,
Convarsion to lslam or Buddhism in itsalf
will not bring any fundamantal change to
their economic/pobtical staius. Asa ma-
iter of fact the converts lase the “‘reserva-
tions™*. Tha Dalit Panthers know this, the
converts know this and the Govt. is also
very much aware of this fact, The con-
varsions are also a kick in the teeth for the
Govis' double-edged reservation policy | a
policy which promises a great desl, gives
more or less nothing but in turn not only
wirns the so-called high caste Hindus agai-
nst the Untouchables but also corrupts the
most educated segment of the dalits by
makir-g them depandent on the Govt mercy.
The Gavt is also aware of this fact as well,
The convarsions indirectly are also expos-
ing and exploding the myths of reservation
{The Chief Minister of TN. said he wiolild
“not hesitate'’ to ban conversions if casle
differences are exploited  Away from TH

in Kanpur the authorities have invoked the
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Mational Security Act. which permits de=
tention without trial, against the Dalit Pan-
tharg involved in backing convérsions.)

But why not convarsion to socialism 7
What is stopping the da'its embracing the
path of Karl Marx, Lenin and Mao? This
it & question which has never been dabated
geriously by tha communists in India, The
reagons for the dalilg nol embracing co-
mmunism arée complex, but in the final an-
hysig very simple. ““Workérs and oppressed
people of the world unite”, was Lenin's
motte How far is this motto applicatle
to India, the land of Manu Smriti, the land
of 18,000 major dalit atrocit s evedy year,
the land whers vou can still buy & man or
wioman for Rs 200, the land whera one
may be hacked 1o death for polluting some-
ane ¢ The angwer ig that India is sull very
backward. To talk abouwt socialism to &
dalit is rantamaunt 10 dScussing micro-chip
techonology with & pergon “whose only
toal for counting is his ten fingors. Before
goclalism can be achived, people’s demo-
cratic revolubion is @ must. Before that
the unity of 1the people is mandatory, Ba-
fore that can harpen, an active struggle
Bgainst the practic s of caste,
though ot s 1t ot &l annihidation,
I% essential. Otherwise in the context of
India, Marxism becomes a texibook form-
ule; dry, meaningless, dogmatc and a8
far removed from jite a3 o Vedic maitra [
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VISTON
VOLUNTEERS IN SERVICE TO INDIA'S
OPPRESSED AND MNEGLECTED
{ Fhd ageiphia, USA)

Ambedkante, Buddhist, Balmiki, Ravidasi
& Gujarati !l associations in Great Britain,
UsSa, CANADA, and UK join hands to
help our oppressed peopls in  India in

their struggie and sducation

JA1 BHM

Dr. AMBEDKAR MISSION
(CANADA) INC.

Searborough, Ontario, CANADA MIKE 2NS
L NN EEEETYE R

WHY GO FOR CONYERSION ?

by Di. B. R. Ambedkar
[ Pages 20, Prica Re-1 )

Excerpts from the historic speech dili-
vered on Moy 20-31, 1936, while addres-
sing @ conforence of Untouchablas, making
his stand clear on  conversion. The
document is topical in the eontext of the
currgnt controversy raised by the
communal Hindusz on the issue of con-
version, It is the most authentle voica
of Dr. Ambedkar on convarsion.
Published by the Dalit Sahliya Akademy.

108 - Tih cross, Palace LowerOrchards,

Bangalore - 560 003, 5. |ndia.
Oiders awailed

® W & & % & 9 ¢ 8 B @
With Bast Wishes to the

DALIT VOICE,

the vaice of the parsecutsd minarities
of india
The only journal of its kind for the
Untouchables, tribes, OBCs,
Muslims and Christians
of India

EXCEL TRADERS,
Dispansary road,
BANGALORE - BED 001,

Eram |
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Confederation of the Depressed

Classes Organisations of India
{(C. D. 0)

The VIih All India Conference of the

COOD wil be hald on Dec, 12 & 13 1381,
at Vijayawada.

It 15 alsgo proposed to convena a
THOUGHT SESS10N and 1o invite Dalit
intellactuals from all over country

Dalit organisations sponsoring dalegates
for the conferenec may send names,

E. V. Chinnaiah
PRESIDEMNT.

Bheam Bhavan,
MELLORE-4. AP,




Regd. No. MAG (5) PRR-DECL 247/51-82.

P & T DEPI. DALITS GETTING

'READY FOR FIGHT

[ Our correspondant )

New Dethi :  Dalit émployees in the Post and Telegraphs Department are getting restive
and hundreds of them sre denied promotional chences, While on ons side communal
Hindus are sabotaging the chances of dalit recruitment to higher positions, which conti-
nua 10 be the monapaly of high castes, those lower balow are made to rot life-long.

The Faderation of All-lndia SC and 5T.
Employoes, P & T Dept.  New Delhi, in a
communication has called upon ils mem-
bers to fight for a Spacial Implementaton
Call in the P & T Department. Dalits in
the Dept. are wondering that though
the Depi. is headed by & noted tribal leadar
Eartik Qran, Minlsier of State.in charge.
he is being made helplés: because of ihe
machinat:gns of theé high casie oificials,
Tha 5p. Implementation Cell is meani 1o
moniter  1the various reservalion ordors,
But this Cell, which is in existence on
mieré paper, is no! functioning becauss the
high castes have managed to provide it
with no staff. Trilok Chander, MP, raised
the issuae in Parligment many times hut the
stock meply given is thmethe Financa
Mimigrry g nol giving funds for the sxtra
stafl neoded. The Federation headed by
J. R, Antwal has given a call o its mem-
oers 10 take up this issue. The Fecaration
communication [(Ocr, 8) has_sm:ed that it
has sucesded in getting rolaxed gualilying
marks for Bepartmental JEs. implemanioa
The gualifying marks for J5 to hecomao
AEs now are 35% instoad of 40%. The
Federaton has to be congratulated for ihis
achlevement. To avoid de-reservalion of

resarvad post through qualifying/compate-
titive exams, the qualilying standard has
been relaxed to the extent that no post is
de-reserved Besides, all SC-ST emplo-
yees of the Dept. can now meet the DGMs,
DFs or 5Ea directly for settlement of thair
complaints and grievances relating 1o
Sgrvice matters. Because thesa ovicers
have bean designated as ligison oificers 10
look afier the dalit employees wellare,
However, one thing has to be correcily
understood. Mot even the mother will
give tha breast milk without her child
crying. Dalits will have to note that the
high castes of India, so selfish, will not
give them anyihing without a fight. Bl
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“MASS MOVEMENT"
SOUVENIR

‘Mass Movement’, Bombay. has designed
a souvenit named © Bahujan Hitay *  |is
patran is Ven. Dr. Anand Kauslyan.  This
will be published on the auspicious eve of
silvar jubilee of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar's
DHAMMA CHAKEA PAWATTAMN DAY,
1987, Bahujan Hitay is being brought out
undar the editorship ol Aushman Raja
Dhale who, will ba the Chief Editor of this
volume

EDITOR V T. Rajshekar

Pubfished by the Dalit Sahitya Akademy,
108 7th Cross, Palace Lower Orchards,
Bangelore 560 033, Indls, Phone © 33854,
Annusl subscription Rg 10-
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