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Remember Aug. 9 deadline

HOPES ON MANDAL
COM. REPORT ?

The problem of India is the problem of India’s vast backward classes
comprising 52%, of its population as per the Mandal Commission Report,
Not only the OBCs (Other Backward Classes as they are referred in the

Constitution) ane creating all our problems,
they aré a problem unto themsealves
Economically end educationally they are
as backward (if not mora) as the Untou-
chables and tribals. The only difference
is while the last two are not part of Hi-
nduigm, tha DBCs are proud that they are
Hindus though the place assigned to them
is that of the wratched low caste shuora,
But they aie enjoying this life senbence
awarded 1o them as prisoners of Hindu-
ism. Thay are not able to liberate thém-
gelves because they ard in love with Bra—
hminism  No doubt. Dalits and OBCe are
both victims of Brahménism. bul the fact
that théy are touchables has given the
OBCs a swollen head, This false pride
that they are ritually higher than the Dalits
though it means nothing (10 the Brahmin,
even the shudras are untouchables), has
brought theém into sharp conflict with the
Dalits. 5o much so, the atrocities going

on all over India on Dalits are mostly the
handiwork of the OBCs. They are the
willing tools of the ASS and every other
communal force,

That is why Dalits naturally hate OBCs
migfe than the Brahming or other high caste
Hindus, As the invisible enemy, the
high castes are slways in the background
E honce take the maximum sdvantage of
this perpertual enemity batwesn the OBCs
and the Dalits. But who is the actual
culprit 7 Is it the leg that kicks or the
brain that gives the order to kick the Dalit?
Who ig the brain, who is the leg 7 Brah~
minigm is tha brain and the DBCs the lag,
But soma Dalits don't try 1o understand
this paint. The dog that is hit by a stons
does not chase the stone and bite it. But
it rather chases the person who throws
the stone & catches him. The dog atleast
has that much of brain to identify the -
anamy but not some of our Dalits who



still go on saying that we should not
support the OBCs.  They resent our Sup—
port to Perivar EVR and his powerful
Dravida Kazagham. Such critics would
do well to seriously study the most sci-
entific analaysis of caste made by Amarjit
Singh, a Dalit intellectual frome London:
“Caste and Contradictions’’, appaaring
inside.

BEe that as it may, this is the fourth time
we aré commenting on this problem,
The third national conference of the
OBCs hald in Dethi {April 13-14) which
has fixed Bug. 9 as the deadline for the
Govt. to implement the Mandal Report
mcommending a modest 2T reservation
to 52% of DBCs, Home Minister Sethi's
rrating with the Cheif Ministers on the
Mandal Report & an intriguing, froni=page
repart in the Sraresman (April 13) made
u= ‘revert’ 1o this subpect During the
April 4 ChMs meat; préss réports said the
Marth Indian’ CMs opposed the - Mandal
report. Even the Marxist CM of W. Bengal
is reported 1o have criticised it.  When it
comes to resemvalions,. a socio-culiural
problem: the  Hindu - Mazis and our com-
murig1s think atike. Why the CMs have
no courage to issue a public statement to
this effect ¥ Why did they exprass their
opinion within the closed doers 7 1hese
cowardly Chls must be taught a lesson
Can they comae to power without the
ORCs who constitute ower 90% of the
votersT Hance we call upon the OBCs that
if they have: the guis they must ghero
these CMs and must not allow them to
move-until they publicly state . their opin-
igi., Further steps may be laken on heai-

ing their views,
Another pomnt.  The Mandsl Com. was

appointad.by the Govt. of India which is
responsible to Parliament— not 1o the

CMs. In Parliament this reéport was de-
bated and not a single MP had opposed
it.. Further, 150 MPs belonging to all
parties including the ruling Congress have
signed a petition demanding its immediate
impiementation.  President Zail Singh,
also an QBC: (5ikh goldsminh), has maom
ihan once expiesaed h's sympathy to the
Rharidal, The Southerén CMs have en bloc
suppusied. i, That means all ioadblocks
ara cheared,  When that |s the case why
did-the-the Gowl. appoint an officlal com-
midtee to Cscrutinise’” therepork !  Are
these officiais.above Parliamant 7 Does it
not prove that the Gowt. under the influ-
gnce of 10% of the Ruling Class is trying
to scuttle the Mandal ¥ Can such & smal|
fraction bulldoze the wishes B aspirations
of 52 of the people 7 We must stop this
NONSENSE.

We are sarry 1hat when the situation is
5o serious the Delhi mest of  the back-
wards, presided over by Brahm Prakash,
president of the National Union of Back-
ward Classes, has not offeréd anyvthing
promising to the OBCs. The only silver
lining was 1he 200-strong contingent of
biack shirs from TN sent' by DK, The
OBEC leaders of the-stinking Hindi heart—
jand have 1o learn a lot from the South.
[1 is oniy when these Southern leaders
spoke 1the Delhi wallahs got some enlight-
anment. 11 is they whao told them Dluntiy
that OBCs can't hate Bralhmins and st the
came fime love Brahminigm, They can’t
run with thehare and hunt with the houn-
ds. Because they are the prisoners of
such @ dichotomy (slaves énjoying their
slavery]. they are not able to solve their
problams, And as long a3 1the  OBC prob-
laery I8 not solvéd, india's problem itself

[Contd. on page 11]
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CASTE AND CONTRADICTIONS IN INDIA

: (Amarag:t Singh, London) :
Thpre is probably no better subject than caste if one wants to study conrradrcuons i

_the Indian society.
~ Is no exception.

. do not se'e'_ the'pni'ty of these op’positéé
£ that they manage to tie themselves into
knots. Said Prof. D' D. Kosambi rightly :
“*Any generalised statement on caste can
be contradicted by an equally true but
oppos_ite-statemenlt”,' Let us ook at some

contradictory aspects of the caste system.

ONE DIVIDES INTO TWO : If one wasto

‘reduce the d;alebts into one snmp{e phrase

_ this probably is that phrase. Everything
_in this life can be sub-divided into two or
more parts. A so-called caste (here we
are not talking about vama) will split into
~ sub-caste due to emigration, new sect for-

_mation within the caste, adoption of new
_reformed customs, new occupation etc.

There is not a caste in India which does

-hot have sub-castes or sub-caste whlch_

dces not have sub- sub- castes ! UNITY OF

OPPOSITES. Gotra or Kul exogamy stande

_in contradiction to caste endogamy. In-
~ dividuals stand in contradiction to the
caste and VIC@ VEFSG: caste exciusweness
is in opposition to caste brotherhood

- Castae system is as. flexible as it is rigid..

~ Most. st_udents.of castes in the past have
tended to emphasise the rigid nature of
the system.  This is not des;rable Caste
' system does allow one to werk one’s (or

- one’s caste m)_ way up the social ladder.

Ln‘& as a rule teems with conrads ictions,
It is besause most scholars do not see opposites in the caste system,

Adoption into the caste vs excommuni-

*  cating from the caste, sawarna Hindus vs

exterior casies,_Dw}}as vs Sudras, pater-
~ finear castes vs materlinear castes (8. g.
feft-hand vs rignt-hand castes). The list
is endless.

Special case of Brahaman vs

* other.

: somety

Caste or the caste system -

Sudra © It is'perhaps in the case of Bra-

~ hmin vs Sudra that the caste contradic~
tions stand up sharply.

confradictions mentmned here may not
exist on the same scale anymore. Almost
every social, “economic, political, religi-

.ous eic right of the traditional Brahmin

stands dtametr:caiiy opposnte&diiectwally_

opposite to the disability of the sudrs.
These two exist side by side with each
One could not exist without the

other | QUANTITY INTO QUALITY : Itis

: pr_obabiy-hot_cqmp!et_e}y true to say that

the sudra stands es anti-thesis to the
Brahmin. - The tribal stands as an anti-
thesis to the Hindu society e.g. eating

~almost any . food (except his totem) vs

vegetanamsm, Dpenness about sexual'

- mdtters vs puritanical attitude, remarriage

of-widows, hunter-gatherer way of life ve
food-producing way of life. Tribal people
have in the past' and still in the present
manage to.work their way into the Hindu
The difference between a tribe

and a caste is sometimes difficult to see

©as so many. social aspects of the tribal
Tribes

have a mitror image in the caste.
evolve into castes. This isa fact (see

~ Chattopadhaya's Lokayata). This change

comes in steps. The procedure for reco—
gnition is as follows: prohibition of beef-

- _eating, meat-eating, sat;rific_es; articles ef :

red denoting sacrifice in puja ete, prohi-
bition on widow remarniage, engaging in

‘trade or agriculture, adoption of Hindu °

rites and customs, use of B{éhmins. Ail-_

Some of the e



these are quantitive changes.. After many
years have passed the new reality is re~
cognised when the ‘twice-born’ start

accepting food from the hands of the

ex-tribals and the high Brahmins agree
10 act for them. Usually the tribals can
only progress as far as becoming a low
‘caste but sometimes they do rlse up to
become Kashatriyas e.g. Bhils, Gonds.
The acceptance is a qualititive change. it
is in this context that some of the High
Court judgments detailed by Ambedkar in

 Who Were The Sudras become undér— -

standable as to why a certain section of
Kayasths should be Kashatriyas, another
section Sudras | (That some low castes

and individuals became rulers is a fact.
Certain Kings in the past made rules for
castes and for regulation between castes;
this situation could only come'about if
the past regulations were not adequate to
deal with a changing s»tuation) UNITY OF
OPPOSITES IS TEMPORARY-STRUGGLE
OF OPPOSITES 15 PERMANENT: We
have many examples in the history of
india where the two ‘opposing’ sides
merged but st:uggle went on. The Arya—
" Dasa strugale also. had its Sudas who had
merged with the snvadmg Arayans. Most

of the so-called Vedic rishis were not

Ardyans but Dravidians. The modern-day
Brahmins are a fusion of Vedic priests &
the native priests.. There was a struygle
bstween these two as is reflected in the
story of Vasista and Vishwamitra, ~ The

struggle was not racial but a power -

strugale about who could serve the inter—
est of the rising Rajas or kings.. This
could not be done by pure Arayan Vedic
priests but by the priesis who had some
knowledge of the native population. The

Rojas themselves were an amalaymated:

_class.. So "class struggle’” was funda—-

m_e__ntai, Arayan-Dravida struggle manfest-
ation was secondary.. Who was Arya &

~ who was un-Arya, even. the Vedic rishis

themselves did’'nt know. (see Who Were

The Sudras) Later on in Puranic times the .

elite of foreagn mvaders ise. ruling groups
of the Huns, Sakas, Yue-chi efc were
absorbed into the Hindu Kashatriya order—
the so-called “'fireborne’” . Kashatriyas.
The ordinary masses from these tribes had

- to find a lower order in the Hindu hierar-
chy. Some modern authors (Bailley etc)

have demonstrated how it can be possible

for a despised caste of liquor-sellers to

economically rise up the scale and also in-

the near future win themselves a respect—
able place in the caste hierarchy. Of
course, a typical Indian village survives
because of the inter-caste co-operation &
indeed this really wonderful clockwork
cooperation is sometimes marvelled at by
the apoligists of the caste system. How-

ever whatever may be the cooperation the

anatagonism between vatious castes es— :
pecially between the have and have-not.

castes has to be experienced to be belie—

ved. Similarly the brotherhood of the’

caste-fellows .is .only, overshadowed by

“their jealous and competitwe nature. That

unity and competitson exists side by side
should not surprise us. This is dialectical!
ANTAGONISTIC AND NON-ANTAGONI-
STIC CONTRADICTIONS :
caste system & the Indian society at large
provides numerous examples of antagon-
istic and non-antagonistic contradictions
and how to soive contradictions among

the people. - Mao said that dogmatic

people tend to mess up a situation which

they could very well have handled brilli- :

antly. | sometimes thsnk that he had the

Again_ the

. e



Indian Left parties in mind when he wrote -

that | Jokes apart, caste contradictions
nave not been handled very well by the
Left to say the least. More than 30,000
caste afrocities last year alone area proof
of this. The two different kinds of contra-
dictions can be summarised as follows :—
Antagonistic ;- Dalits vs RSS, Dalits vs
Ruling Class, Dalits vs Brahmin ideology,
Muslims vs RSS, Naxalites vs Ruling
Class. No'ri-An{agonfszfq : Dalits vs OBC,
Xians vs OBC, Muslims vs OBC, Tribals
vs Non-Tribals etc. Judging by the recent
Dalit-Musdim clashes it appears that RSS
as well as the Dalits are also learning
well how to differentiate between the
various types of contradictions existing
among the peopie. The com‘mdrcrwn
between the. Dalits & Muslims is artifici-
ally created whereos the one bérwee_n
- Muslims & Dalits vs RSS is a concrete po-
~ litical contradiction which will remain as
long as one of these is not annihilated !
- The contradiction between Dalits, -OBC’s
Muslims, Xians, tribals, majority of wo-

men in the Indian society, revolutiohary .

parties is essentially a non-antogonistic
one. Hence the validity of a united front
of the above forces. PRINCIPAL ASPECT
OF A CONTRADICTION, FUNDAMENTAL

& SECONDARY CONTRADICTION, HOW

CONTRADICTIONS . CHANGE FROM A
MINOR O A MAJOR CONTRADICTION
& VICE VERSA : India is a semi-colonial
and a semi-feudal country. This much is
agreed by all the revolutionary groups in
India. But what is the principal contra—
diction in India ? Soviet social imperia-
lism vs. the masses of Indian people ?
That is what some people will tell you.
These people have nb-grasp of the dyna-
mics of the 'development of 'c_ontradicrion.

When Soviet Union directly. attacks India

“to crush the Indian revolution (& one day
- it may do just that—remember Afghanistan
. and the Indo-Russian Treaty of Peace and
~ Friendship) then it will become the pri-

ncipal contradiction. - But, for the time

_being, the major contradiction is betwéen

the masses of people and feudalism. There:
are, other contradictions as well,. between
the workmg class and the capftahsts and

the compreodor bourgeomes etc. But these

cannot be classified as major contrad:c—»_
tions. . So what is the prmmpa! aspect of

the contradiction between the masses of'
Indian people and the faudal society ? It

is the lack of unity among the people who

are split along caste, State, language etc -
lines. As a matter of fact | would go as
far to say that the Indian people do not
const_iiute_ a nation yet. Castes are by
their Very nature are anti-national. [t is

~ only in this contex that caste is important,

no other. -Subjectively, conditions in
India are very favourable to a revolution.
Why this is not happening ? Because the
objective conditions are not there. Why is
this 7 Because of lack "of unity. * Any
future revolutionary party in India ‘will
have tao purge itsel_f of the dogmatic sins
of its predecessors vis a vis caste. Once
the unity among people is established the
caste will then become a secondary as—
pect of the fundamental contradiction and
we will be half way to creating favour-
able conditions for the demolition of the
caste society. That will be a qualitive
jump forward. The ‘caste system negates
the equality, fraternity and liberty of the
tribal #|fe Socialism will negate the
caste system “This will be the negatian
of a negatmn. The peoples democratic

[Contd. on page 8, Col. 2]



Books for Revnew
1. Harijan Today :

‘Prof. L. P. Vidyarthi, Rs.60, pages 223, °

_Cfassu::al Publications, C4 A/30C Janak-
puri, New Delhi-110058.
-2. India, Nature of -Society and Present

Crisis. Baren Ray, Rs. 80, pages 203.
inteliectual Book Corner, 23-Darya Ganj,

Pratep St. New Delhi~110 002.

3. ICSSR Journal of Abstracts and Re—

Views \_a’ol 11 No. 2, July-Dec. 1982
(Sociology & social anthropology)

4. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar. G. S,

Lokhande, Rs. 80, pages 270, Intellectual

Book Corner, New Delhi-2.

5. Collected Works of Perwar E: Vs
Ramaswamy, Vol. 1, Rs. 15, pages 500,
Thidal, E. V. K. Sampath Rd., Madras-7.
6. Spring Thunder (Evaluation of the
Experience of the CPI-ML in Its Historical

Backaround) Rs. 10. pages 170 (address
not given)

7. Nationality Ouesuonmindla (seminar

papers) Rs, 10, pages 215, AP Radica!
Students Assn. C/o Peace Book Centie,

DN. 4/5/421 Suitan Bazar, Hydérabad-1
8. Communism & Democracy -
editor : Dr. A.R. Desai, Rs. 4, pages 60,

Javakutir, Taikalwadi Rd., Mahlm,
Bombay—400 016 -

9. Bunch of Thoughts (The Bible nf the
RSS) Guru Golwatkar, Rs. 30, pages 683
( revised" edition ), Jagaran Prakashan.
Kempe Gowda Nagar, Bangalcre-566 C019

(The outlines of the RSS philosophy and
hence a must ;for a‘l those interested in

studying the Indian brand of Fascism) -
10. Thus Spoke Ambedkar, Vol 4.
Bhagwan Das, Rs.35, pages 310, Ambed-

kar Sahitya Prakashna, CA-2 West of

Chord Rd/, Rajaji Nagar, Bangaiorse-10
(Text of the speeches delivered by Dr. B.
R. Ambedkar & statements issued by him.
A -must for every dalit. ' ;

Singhs & Udham Singhs.

11. Gandhi, Ambedkar and The Extnrp—-
ation of Untouchability

" (A CPI publication) Prof. Hiren Mukherji,

Rs 8, pages 55, People's Publishing

. House, Rani Jhansi Rd., New Delhi—55 []

[Contd from page No. 5]

revolution and the Cultural Revolution will
eat up the base and superstruciure of the -
caste system and we will have our syn~
thesis. (But some pecple will tell you

that, may be, | ami being too crude). | have

not come across anyone who has done a
similar analysis. Theére may be people
who have done it but | have not come
across them. The question remains as to
why a Brahmin intellectual or let us say
why a so-called high caste progressive

person has not done a similar analysis:

““An egg will turn into a chicken. A sione
cannot do so’*. At this ‘moment in time
there is a qualitive difference between a
Dalit & a non-Dalit intellectual, between
dogmatic and - practically-oriented think-
ing needed to analyse a complex yet
urgent issues.  VERY SOON THIS DIFFE-
RENCE WILL DISAPPEAR : There will be
action then. Dalits will turn into anti-
Manus and anti-Kautilyas. Manu said his
system would last thousands of years,
This has already happened. Cunning as
he was, even he could not see the exter--
nal forces i.e imperialism acting upon
the Indian society and creating. Ambedkar
and Perivar E. V. Ramaswamys, Bhagat
Non-Dalit in—
tellectuals are carrying the sins & burdens
of the last 2,000 years or more. We must
not blame them for it = We nfust unite

with them as much as we can. These
mte!lectuals have an indespensable role

_ to play in future as they will be instru-

mental in breaking down the caste barriers

. between the Untouchabies EI- the middle
. castes. : : £



UNTOUCHABILITY CHARGE AGAINST PRESIDENT S AlDES_

[Our correspondent]

- New Delhl':-

Over i OOO Dahrs— men, women & chr!o’ren— of the
: Army courted- arreer heré at Boat Club on April: 26 to prorest against the practice of =

Dalit L}bera'nan :

_untouchability in- the Rashitrapati Bhavan and the antr-Daht attitude of the Govt. whtch

-refused to receive the memorandum of the

“DLA. A deputation of the DLA had gone
1o the Rashtrapati Bhavan to present a

petition to-President Zail Singh. But they.

were' notahowed to meet him. On the

other hand, the staff of ‘the President all-
egedly _addre,ssed the deputationists as
Chamars and passed abusive remarks.

On hearing about this insult thousands of

Bheem Sainiks shouted slogans against
~ the President’s secretariat and the Central. -
Govt., broke the police cordon & courted -
Addressing the Boat Club rally, -

“arrest.
~the DLA Commander, Prof.. Jogendra
-'-iﬁavade'; condemned the Govt. for practis-
~ ing untouchability within the Rashtrapati

-Bhavan,_'the"h_igh_est office of the'c_ountry. -
The atrocities on Dalits, rapes of dalit

women and cold-blooded murder of dalit

children in India was going on unabated ;
and Central Govt. had miserably failed to -

stop if. Every human rrght guaranteed by
the UNO was ‘being violated in india.

- -The Daht 'Vlaroh started from Nagpur SR

: April 14 on the ocoas:on of tho Ambed—' =
At _Agra, _more da_llts joined '
it reaching Delhi on April 24 where they

- kar Java,ntl.

weye accorded a heroic welcome. On

April: 26 Dalits marched in processmn

from Ambedkar Bhavan to Boat Club,
paising siogans.

‘thodoxy, corrupt burea__ucracv,. undemo-—

“cratio politics & the capitalist forces which
jointly conspired to crush 170 millions of =

“hungry and thirsty.-

Dahts cmd imposed on them the soma!

_rehglous slavery. There wetre Dalit women

in worn out sarees, “barefooted children,
Dalitmen in torn- clothes locking. weary,
But their anger re-
vealed they were in revolt against ‘the
Hindu social tyranny. =

BOOKS FOR DALITS & MiNORlTiES
What Congress & Gandhi Have Done To_'
Untouchables

By Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Rs 30, pages 370
A must for every dalit, minorities and
students af Gandhism. Packing, postages

‘extra- limlted copies available with the

Dalit Sahitya Akademy, 109/7th cross, .
~ PLO, Bangalore-3. :

The Probiem of Dowry in Bangaiore City

Devadasi System, Rs.5, Tribal Awakening

- [a group study] Rs. 35, pages 236, Pub-

lished by the CISRS- PO. Box 4600

. Millers Bd., thgaiore—-ﬁﬁo 046. [J

.Just pubnahed

WHY MUSUMS MUSTSUPPORT
; M!NDAL COM REPORT?

{By Haneef Jawaid, Advocate]

It was a scene of surg—
iag humanity that had risen in revoh
* against the outdated Hindu religion, or—"

: A Dalit Voice Reprmt
025 paise + postage
Daht Sah:tya Akaderny, 109/71h oross

Paiaoe Lower Orchards,
. Bangalore-560 003,

inoia.




- India that
suffered because of reservations to SC/ -
To counter this, the high caste

" sole cause of Indian’s misery.

‘has commented about this better than
Justice V. B. Krishna lyer of the Supreme ,

=

‘believe that *

'respunSible for this.

A DALIT GIRL TOPS IN

U5, CONTEST
: [Our correspondent]

Bangalore : -We often hear and read, in
“merit”’ & “efficiency’’ have

STs.
people of India, who voice this comp!amt,
have let lose violent agitations. Since the

theory.of “"chosen people’’, is a Fascist

theory, the Indian Aryans & their Brahmi-
nised followers like the German Nazis

angry “‘letter to éditor’”’
Subramanya Sharma Nittale (April 28)says
“’the rapid decadence of academic stand-
ards & the campus indicipline are a direct
sequel to the reservations’’.  Even top

scientists like RajaRamanna& many others
sincerly believe that reservations is the

Court who, in his last judgment on the

controversial Railway Oppressed Employ—
. ees writ chaiteng:ng the Govt. order on
reservations. in promotions, said the peiti-
‘tioners had even argued that many raitway

gecidents were due to reservations, mean-
ing that ' mefhcient” SC/ST drivers were

tioners, however, had failed to prove the
charge. Nor could the court come across
any evidence to this effect. The oppon-
ents of the reservations say Untouchables
& tribals have no brains. But what is the
fact ? We know that in Hindu India there
is nothing like a fact. The Hindus believe
what they want to believe. It need not

be a fact. We have top scientists in India-
who say Satya Saibaba '‘produces’’ wrist

watches 11!

~ That an - ”Untouchable

‘Nadu :
i my 1.1-yeat old daughter has won the first

place in the speilmg contest in the whole

'ngerit” goes with birth. An
in The Hindu by

Nobody

fyer said the peti~

~ But the UNESCO report-1956 has prgved,

_that given equal opportunity & treatment

anybody can*come up to the top. Where
oppo"rl-unities_ are denied due to a system

of society legitimized by god&religion, as

reservatlom, is a must
girl could come
to the top in a ""free society’” like that in
USA has turther proved us right. Writes
Dr. Velu Anpamalai, a dalit from- Tamil
““You may be happy to know that

in Hindu India,

of the South Texas & now she goes to

- Wash:ngton DC to compete agamf-t stu-—

dents from rest of the USA. Itis arare
honour for an Indian youth, leave alone
one from an Untouchable background.®
We are louchecl by this remark. Could she
have won the same honour had she been
in India ? Never. Here “‘merit”" goes by
caste. Also note that English is the

" mother tongue of USA but the girl’s is

Tamil. ~ Even then she trounced the

Engltsh -speaking competitors.. Given
opportunity, anybody can come up.

*"Malini Buffy Annamalai, 11-years-old
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Velu Annamaiai
of Three Rivers, won the spelling bee
held at Corpus Christi's Harbor Playhouse
last week after a marat_hon 4 hour, record
145 rounds of spelling. Buffy was com-
peting with 18 .of the best spellers in -
South Texas in the 30th annual contest
sponsored by the Corpus Christi Caller—
Times and Harbor Playhouse. Malini

 spelled  “‘exacerbate’’ and then spelled

"formaldehyde’” to win the first place
honor. She won a Zenith .television set,

and an all-expense paid trip to Washing-

ton D.C. to compete in the National Spel-"

Ali country winners

ling Bee June 6-11.
‘Great |

recelved certlflcates

[The Progress, April 13, 83]. : 0



Letters to Editer :

J. R, Antwel, Chairma'r_l', F’ed; of AII—
India SC/ST Emp., P&T. Dept., Bombay :
DV has succesfully aligned ' the scattered

Dalits. . We have not learnt the art of
dving like the Sikhs and Muslims. The

rights (are procured & not begged. Gandhi/

is repeating history and making Hindus
more happy, Attenborough lgnored India’s

working class leader, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar.__

and yet bagged the Oscar. DV is pro—
gressing rapidly. Don’t you think that it
s time you brief the readers & seek their
suggestions? Your financial problems will

be solved by the readers if only you make '
_Congratulations for introduc—

an appeal.
ing us Dr. Laxml Berwa, a Dalit of un—

common calibre. The Who{e of.

its liberation. :

Murad Chavda,  Radhanpur,
My fr:end Kalekhan Pathan introduced DV
to me “|tisa masterpiece The need of
the hour is the unity of dalits & minorities.

Bajjrao Kambt'e,_ Ex= MLA Pune : Con-
grtulations for taking up Justice Bhimiah's

cause [DV Apnl 16] We condemn the

communal lawyers of Bangalore. The
All-India Advocates Assn_ will have its
conference at Nagpur on June 14 when
we will discuss this issue.

M. C. Das, Dt. SC Youth Assn. Sibsa—

gar, Assam : DV is creating history here.

Besides, your valuable books have made

tremendous impact on us.. Meanwhile,
the Assam violence has placed a dilemma
_ before we Dalits, Over 1,000 people
were killed during the Assambly elections.

We do support the Assam movement

although - many Dahts\were also killed.

Dalits constitute a major chunk—- about

India
shall bow to him for takinga step towards

Guiarat 3

A4
. Though no atrocities on us as in the rest
- of India, we are very poor & backward.

lakhs— of ‘the Assam popd!ation.

But Dalits here hardiy know their saviour,
Ambedkar. - We want you to tour this
area. - The situation is still axplosive.

L. S..Mani, A. Gopal, pres;dent& gen.

'secretary, BEML SC/ST Emp. Assn. KGF -

The Dalit employees of the Karnataka
Electricity Board here are facing trouble
from their Hindu colleagues & the recog—
nised trade union is siding with the Hin-
dus.  On March 14,

 was assauited by h:s Hindu colleagues :

LS

~caste & thus fail.

~ Dalit language.

~and abused by usmg caste name.

Prof. Jogendra Kawade, Nagpur : We -
took out a big procession of Dalits reach-—

_ing Delhi on April 25 & decided that we

should take up- the case of toriure of
Dalits in India before. the UN Human
Rights Commission. : ;

- Mansa Ram, Delhi':. You are right in

saying that Dalits must take to English

Janguage. . Hindi, Sanskrit & all other
Indlan languages are blocking our pro—
gress. - They are the biggest divisive
factors because our children go only to
the cheap municipal schools where only
Indian languages are used. Brahmms Ehe
other high caste children study in con-
vents-where English is the medium. When
our children reach degree classes they
find it d:fficult to compete with the high
| am a postgraduate in
maths but unable to write an application
in English. Naturaly | will never get a
good job. DV must appeal to Dalits to
study oniy English and master that lang-
uage. English alone shall unite us and
hence English must be considered , the'
Dalits must talk to each

_ Ramachandriah, . .
© sceretary of the KEB Dalit Emp. Union,



other in English, write in English._
Prof. Surendra A;nat, Banga, . Punjab

| tead your booklet, Hinduism vs Move- .

“ment of Untouchables. |t is a fine piece
that must reach the hands of every young
Indian. The style is very simple, & con-
vincing. S ‘

Men Mohan, Asst.
~ Paksh, New Delhi :
was shocked to read that EMS Namboodi-
~ tipad is the tppmost Marxist leader of
_ India. The factis that people like him
_, are respons&b!a for' the degeneration of

- Marxism. ‘Don’t you know that’ during the
Chikmagalur ,b'yelection he said the “"Jan
Sangh is democratic?'’ ‘Did he not openly
‘support the Emergency & the 20 —point ?
IH:s party invited the muitinationals and
took money from the World Bank. His
party govt. in West Bengal opened fire on
~ dock, & port employees. -On 31 March,
5 people were killed in police-firing at

editor, - Doosra

Calcutta. - The private life of EMS is pure
-Brahmih You should change your opin-
~_jon on him. ' :

Pirre Mouterde, Quebec, Canada : |
met you last year & got really interested

in the militant work you are doing for the

Untouchables. | have finalised my book
on India--
One chapter is devoted to Dams & speci-
~ ally your viewpoint, | have profusely
quoted from your book, A,oarma.rd in

lr‘dm

& H.fs Conversion (new ‘edition) which is
written with great courage & conviction.
It would be. better lts Hmdl edatlon is
: brought_ out.
Or. Barbara Joshi, New York : Con-
gratulations for your editorial, “Bombay,
Whose Grandfather’s Property 7 (DV April

in DV [March 16] |

. maime & even kill us.

- The India of the oppressed.

Moﬂarm Abul Hasan Ah Naadw. Luck—
" now : | have read your book, Ambedkdr

- 1). | was reminded 6f a recenfiy_; publi—

shed article about Dalit resistance in the
“’slums’’ of Patna & | thought you my'be

interested in this hence | am enclosing it

taken from /ndia Abroad, a joumal publi—
shed m,onthlv by an organisation of Indian
immigrants. | will also send them a copy
of your editorial. - ;
“H. Punja, : London\: | have been read-
ing DV with great interest. | share your
rage agamst the vile mhuman practices
meted out to Dalits. Despite the enormity

_of the crime, the forces of justice, truth -

cannot be suppressed. DV has encouraged
me & incréased my determination to be
part of this struggle. In UK, the Blacks
[both Asians & Africans] are facing racist :
practices which destroy our families,
Our fight here
against injustice & for human predress
makes us keen to all forms of oppression
end exploitation all over the worid. Hence
we are with you. . :
Madbukar Shinde, Delhi : The Gandhi
film looks like the last-ditch battle of the .

: _.lndian Ruling Class to save its philosophy

.s0_ably revived by M. K. Gandhi. You
are right in saying that with the end of the -
20th century the Gandhian Era would
come to an end. Gandh/ testifies this.
Any way, Gandhi woke up the mumbermg
Dalits & made them get angty.

Vinubhal Bhsﬂawa, High Court Adew
_cate, Ahmedabad : Shocked to read in
DV the communal Hmdu tr?atment to a
Dalit Chief Justice. We have written to
Chief Justice Chandrachud of the Supreme
Court and also the Bar Council of India

(copies enclosed) demanding that the

sanads of these communal lawyers be can-
celled & they suspended from the Council
until they apoiogise in public. : 0
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Editorial [Contd. from page 2]

will remain unsolved. That is why wa
oy that India's problem is the problem
of the DBCs. They must take a mitilant
posture this time,

Angry speeches wers made by the Norih
Indian QBC leaders at the Delhi mest de-
nouncing the, Brahmin hegemany. This
is a fact. Bul they must know that Brah-
mimism i& morg dangerous than Brahming,
Are not the OBCs in lowe with Brahmim—
ism ¥ They invite Brahmin priesis 1o con—
duct their weddings, go to temples, cale—
brate Brahmin festivals. use Sanskrit,
worship Aryan gods, their “"secred scrip—
tures’”, observe caste rules and respect
the cross thread. Because of this love for
Brahminiem thay are pitted apainst Dalits,
Muyslime, Christiang, Sikhs. In all anti-
Muglim B anti-Christian riots, the muscle
power i8 provided by OBCg. How can
they do both ¥ They must siélect batween
the two things, | they want to put down
the Brahmin exploitérs, they must réject
Brahminism. They can’t win their battle
for Mandal by loving Brahminism & hat=
ing Brahmins. The moment they accept
Brahminism, they are nutomatical iy acce—
pring their status as fourth class' citizen.
Who can save you? That is what we mean
when wa say |n Indis slaves are enjoying
their slivery. ""The OBCs musgl. therefore,
raligioushy cut their connection with the
cross thread [yafnopavitel In order 1o free
themselves from the degradation. Though
this may mean dethroning Rama & Krishna
A8 gods, it has 1o be done in order to live
with se'f.respect and honour. ““wamned
Prof. A.M. Dharmalirgem, président of the
Karnataka Rationalist Assn. Bangalore, at
thi Dalhi maet., This is tha first time the
hare-brained MNorth Indian OBC leaders

11

ara hearing such 8 sane Voice of Ambed-
kar and Periyar EVR.

A bald resolution said “'if the Mandal
report is-not implemented by Aug. 9. 8
peraceful, constitutional strugpgle will be
launched all over . the country', What
does this mean? Earlier (DY June 1,1982),
we had asked whether the OBCs.are ready
to die for Manda!l ? The Delhi resolution
does not. indicate sny such willingness,
Bul, on, the other hand, we have reportg
ihat, some af the organisers of the Delhi
mMeEt may use it As a Sepping stone 1o
gain antry into the ruling Congress Pany.
Almvady ons DBC leader. Dr. D. P. Yadav,.
MP, has joined it. But do they know that
Indira Garwihi has categorically stated that
"backwardness * should be measured not
on caste bagis bul poverty? 15 this not the
opinion of the Ruling Class also 7 And
into her party thesa OBC leaders want to
jump like those fliss rushing to the burn=
ing lamp to die. e pity them.

Wa wanl to impress upon DBCs as woll
85 Dalits that their problem is not politi=
cal,  Thair problém is nal oven sconomic
{see Mandsl Report. Parl-l, page 30). Not
evan lack of education. Theirs is a cult-
ural problem. It i a problem created by
Brahminism. This is what the Mandal
Report has also clearly stated ; .. the
loweer castes werd backward not only
sacially but also aducationly, politically
and economically " and adds’” in the
traditional  Indian society social back-
wardness was a direct consequence of
caste status and further, that various other
typed of backwardness flowed directly
fram this crippling handicap™. [Ibid page
17] There are many OBC leaders who
hieve not even read the Mandal Report.

Hence what the OBCs [& Dalits too]



Regd. No. 36666/81

___Postal Regd. No_ KANB-456___

WANTED A CULTURAL REVOLUTION

need is a Cultural Revolution to liberate
themselves from Brahminiam. Since every
party Is led by Brahmins, there is no hope
for them through political parties. It is
also proved that economic improvement of
their position is no solution at all. There-
fore, it Is an all-out virulent Cultural Re-
volution that is needed to destroy Brah-
minism. And those wanling 1o protect
Brahminism will do everything to confuse
the shudras and dalits as K. V. Kumaran, a
Dalit leader of Kerala, has pointed out
(DV May 1). Muslims will do well 1o take
the suggestion of Hanee! Jawaid (May 1.
DV} and rally round Mandal which for the
first time has unitod the dalits. OBCs and
all minorities,

Maanwhile, we do'nt know how far the
Statesmen (Apeil 13) is correct in saying
that the Govt. may accept the Mandal
Report, Since no other press has reported
such an important piece of naws, it looks
all the more intriguing May be an in—
spired report to soothen the OBCs.

Whatever it is, OBCs joining with dalils
and minorities must get set for an all-out

do-or die battle keeping in view the Aug,
9 deadlire. The brave Sikhs of Punpab
have proved that the Ruling Class will
yield only 1o those who have the strength.
Wae salute the Sikhs and ask the OBCs 1o
emulate their noble example. A million
people must fill the jail in different parts
of Morth India and 10,000 in Delhi alone.
OBC MPs must ba forced to resign if they
dont voluntarily quit like the Akali MPs.
Morthern CMs must be gheroed. While
0OBCs shall remain peaceful & non-viclant,
they must be ready 10 die lor Mandal -
port. Remember. the high castes who
launched the “‘Gujarat Caste War™ 1o
opposa theé resarvations even to Dalits,
cannol be expecied o pul ona Mo knife
into their own stomach by accepting
Mandal., So we can axect them to rasiat
with all their might, Remembar what
happened to Karpoorl Thakur. That means
the Mandal Report has to wade through
sovers of blood. This is certain, particu-
larly. in the Norh. Are the OBCs ready
1o die 7 Are the OBCs willing to bury
Brahminism? We have our gwn doubts. (]
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