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CHRISTIANS & THE R.S.S. FASCISTS

RSS, India’s fascist force, has at last succeeded in engiicering perhaps the
biggest communal clash between Hindus & Christians in the sub-continent's
southern end of Tamil Nadu, ending in the death of 6 Christians, but
unotficially over 16, on March 1. The war is continuing. The controversial

Vivekananda Rock Memorial at  Kanya
Kumari & the historic mass conversion of
Untouchaplos to [slam of 1981 have boen
used by tha R spread s wings. And
today this Hindd high caste organisation
is the fastest growing force in the land of
Periyar E. V. Ramaswamy who once led
the country’'s most powerful movement
(Drevida Kazhegam) of the ow castes. The
difference Detweon the Poona commiyunal
ricts of Feb. (DV no. 10} & the Negercoil
inc:dent of March is that while the former
was directed against Muslims, the 'atier
wES against the Christ'ans, Indig's twao
mosl, perdsdcuted mindiites. Communal
riot Bas been the trump-card of RS5. 1t
whips up communal passions by teiling
the poor, low caste; iillterate shodras that
if they are suffering. unemployed, it is
because of the minorities who are pictured
as the enem’es of Hindus. As the high
castes conlbro! the property & the privi apes
including the govt., it is very easy to fool
these guliible masses. Their “Hindu foel-
ings” are roused, “semtiments wounded'”
by the “anti - Hindu™, “"anti - national"™
work of the minorities. This is the aim

o

of the current series of ""Hindu unity con-
ferences” all over India, and at Nagercoil
on Fab, 13-14 when Christian priests and
nuns were abused in most vulgar langua-
pe. TN religious leaders and swamijis
hed attendead this maeting. The result wae
the March 1 killing of poor, innocent fish-
erman who happened 1o ba Roman Cath-
olics. The death toll is-actully over 16
The RSS5-Christian dispute is 20 years-
o'd The " Vivekanands Rock Mamorial,
RSS outlit, was buit exectly for this pur-
pose to terrorise the poor Christlan fishar-
men. In 1980 & B1 thers were series of
c'azhes batween ASS B Christiang.  This
troub’'s had been going on since 1963,
The dispuls resuted in the closure of the
ferry service between the mainfand and the
Rock Memorial in 1981. The Maemarial

. financad by India’s biggest Hindu capita-

Hets has destroved the traditional fishing
industry. Tha TN govi. has been consis-
tantly siding with the R55, Tha March 1
kiliing of Christians. therefore, did not
COMd as a Surprisa to us. What happened
at Mandaikedu, naar Napércoil, the sceng
of the police-firing on March 17 As the



press in India is in the hards of the high
¢ caste Hindus, whose sympathies are with
R5S, we cannot expett it to speak out the
truth. éhut is why both the Hindu &
the fndian Express, the  two ""national™
English dailies, have preferréd to remain
gilent although both have glven a
glowing picture of the BS5 work In TH.
It iganly the Srafesman that published a
fairly good investigative report on March 7,
But sven this report did not say why the
police opened fire on Christians,  As for
our civil & human rights heroes, less said
the better. Peopie’s Union for Ciwil Li-
berties holding Its natlonal convention at
Madras & attended by India’s leading
lights of liberty — V. M. Tarkunde. Rajani
Kothari etc— had nothing to say about the

police-fifing except passing a bald resolu-
tion demanding judicial probe. But Mar-

sists did not pass even a resolution. The
police-firing is said to be due to the loud-
speaker war between Hindu & Christian
participants at their respective p'aces of
worship.  But the Stafesman sp. corras-
pondent 5. Rajeppa’s report says ““the
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help is
gituated two kms. bayond the Mandeikedu
temple.”” A pross report said the police
opened fire “when a Christian mab alleg-

edly attempted to force its way into the

Hindu temple.”” But the Steresman says:
It is customary for people offering worship

at the temple to bathe in the sea, A ru-
mour spread thet eome women returning

after their bath were molested by men
who had congregated in the church com-
pound. Clashes followed. On Monday
night, a crowd collected at the church co-
pound. Police tried to disperse them,
© When lathi-charge failed, they fired 48
rounds.  Six bodies were retumed after
post=-mortem. But according to the parish

prigst elght people were still missing and
feared killed im the firing.”" But it hes
nothing to say on the provocation for the
firing. The Bishop at Nagercoil, M. Aro-
kisewarmy says: “'The- police openad
fire without any waming & whan the fish-
armen ware praying at the Catholic shrine
far eway from the Bhagawati Amman te-
mple.”” THindu-March 73 He bhas held
the RSS directly responsib’a for the attack
on Christians.  The Govt. stotement made
in the TN leg's ature puts the blame on
the Christians :  ""On Maich 1 nearly
2,000 persons from Pudur village went 1o
Mandaikadu wvillage and ransacked tea
shops-there, The po'ice issued wamings
angd ‘began a lathi-charge.  The crowd
attacked policemen & 25 of them injured.
The s'tuation got out of control and the
police opened fire. Four persons died on
the way to the hospital age two more died
at the hospital. Beside 156 others were
injured.” ¢ Oeccan Herald 'March 4)  If
the oowvt. is so sure that it is the fau't of
the Christians, why it has not conceded the
Chriztian demand for a judiciai probe ¢
The pro-R55 bies of the govi. s clear.
Be that az it may, the killing of Chrlsti-
gris has resu'ted in unprecedented wnity
between the persecuted minorities. And
the Hindy In fact expresses concemn over
this welcome deve opment. Backlash has
begun. fodran Express (Madras) of Ma-
reh 9 has front-paged & story haal:l'-i_'nn-'d 2
"Mob Attacks RSS Leaders’ Houses"", and
b.amed Christians for this. But a8 Mager-
coil dalit comrade -.wim_a thak thij fra
miuch mbre angry with the RSS for trying
to Hirduise the Untouchab'es. “Dr. Am-
badiar 15 being teken over by the RSS &
it i% 1aking hig photo to dalit areas in vi-

[Cont. 'on Page 11,]
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'RAM SAYS BRAHMINISM IS DESTROYING INDIANS

New Delhi - Brahmanism and Brahman Raj were the bigoest factors resporsible for

the destructfon of lndia’s socisl and moral fabric.

Tha country faced and r red from

several oulside invasions but the greatestt harm came from the aitack of * Bramanved .

Jagjivan Ram, president of Congress (J),
said in Now Delhi on Feb, 18, Speaking at
a rally of the Backward Classos, Harijan,
Adivesl Act'on Committeas at the Boat
Cub. hn said that everytbing in Hindu
society was decided on the basis of birth
and caste alore was the single biggest
factor that gave dignity and staius to the
person, He poired out. as did other Op-
position leaders like Charan Singh, Kar-
pocri Thakur, Chadrawati and Devaraj Urs,
that the Constitution provided for special
arrafngoments for the socially and aducatio-
nally backward clesses. Jagjivan Ram

criticizod “those who weré against the -

poicy of job resenvations and yet advoca-
ted résarvation of the post of . Shankara-
charyas for the Brahmans, Wil those
who oppose reservation for Horljpng  op-

pose reserving the Shenkerscharve's post

for Brahming 7 Will a Harijan be allowed
to brcoma 8 Shankaracharya 1" Demncia-
oy in Indis wou'd not be strengihened un-
less evory citizen had equal posit.on and
fat that ho had 8 share in State power.
The people weilded power in the courtry
only thooretically : in fact the votes were
mar.oeuvied 10 enab’e a handful of peop'e
to run the ""Sutenate from Delhi'". The
Geveirment hed a'ready confined .10 the
m.mw'l the iecommendations of the Kaka
Kzls kaf Commission and now it was afraid
iop ace before Par.izment the report of the
Mandai Commission on the backward cla-
585, Devara] Urs sald that tho caste sys-
tem was one pecu’larity of Indian society
end therefore the criticism thet: castes

weore not classes was incormect. To a great
extent, the lower castes alspo formed tha

poorar clagses,  Karpoorl Thakur, Lok Dal
leadar, gave stat'stics to show that the 5%

of thy Brahmans were able 1o get more

than 50% of the top jobs in the - country.
In & Cabinet of 18 membars, nine were

Brahmans ; out of 98 Vice-Chancellors it
was 50 ; out of 500 Secretaries, Additio-
nal Secrétaries and top burcaucrates the
figure was 320; and of the 16 Supreme
Court judges, nine came from that rank.
Is this justice # ha asked. and told assem-
bled poop'e that if they wem willing fo
fipht and strugalie for their rights, nothing
would be ab’e to préevent them from achi-
eving their aims, The ratly had three main
demands—presentation of 1he Mandal Co-
mmigsion report to Parliament and its im-
p'amantation, reservation of jobs for the

backward classes and filling up of the ra-
.servation quota for Harijans and Schedo-

led Tribeg and Castes, and messures for
stopping the daily atrocities on Harlians

and backwerd casses. A leader from Bi-
har, =aid that outs'de Pariament thers

wean two statuas, those of B. R, Ambed-
kar and Matital Mehmi. The Ambedkar
statue had a copy of the Constitution un-

der its arm and pointad a finger towards
Parliament. ""This statue tells usto go ta

Parliament and take our Constitutional ri-.

ghts™. ha said. However. ihe statue of

Motilal Nehru had a “danda (stick)” in
"hand, “'This siatue prevonts with a

danda from doing this', hé explained.

{Statesman-Feb_ 19 )

. Kerpoor - Thakur former Chiaf Minister
" of Bihar, said : "The policy of reserva- -



tioh lsir:m casteist 'Eut national, not pra-
judiced but open-minded. The makers of
our Constitution were national leaders,
not casteist leaders. They wore patriots
not traiters to this country. The Consti-
tutional provision of reservation must be
implemented fully. A Government which
violates the Consititution diréctives is a
traitor to the Constitution.”” Only one
section, ciass, has benefited from this de-
velopement, When Harijans, Adivasis
end backward castes demanded their ri-
ghts. they wene called casteist and critici-

zod in various ways, he sald. ““Who does

the criticizing ¢ The criticizing is done by
thosa whosa hold on wealth, power, edu-

cation, culture, prestige has been strang- -

thened over thousands of years. Five per
cent of the peop'e have a monopoly of
over 50% of the jobs and 65% of the peo-
ple have less than the other half of the
jobs. - This is-how power is centralized in
few hands,”” Thakur said (Statesman

Feb 17) 0.

PARLIAMENT GETS TASTE'
OF BRAHMIN RAJ

.Mew Délhl: & dreary debate in the Ra-
jya Sebha on Feb, 26 on the President's
eddress was en.ived up for a few minutes
when the stormy petrél of Lok Dal, Fa-
mashwar Singh. reeled off a series of sta-
tistics to show that Brahmins had comaréd
the lion's share of all the key positions in
the country. Buiding up his thesis that
brahmin raj in the country -$till continued.
he sald that 50 p.c. of the Govemnars and
Lt Govenors in the covntry ware brahming,
gs 13 aut of 27 belonged 1o the commu:
nlty, 64 p.c. of the Centra! Governmant
secréelaries were brahm'ng, 57 p.c. of vice-
chance lors were brahmins, 71 p.c. of
secretaries  of m'nisters were brahmins

and 53 p.¢. of -all Cabinat Ministers. In
addition, Singh said, out of BB pk. of all
secretaries 1o Governor were brahmins, 56
p.c. of ail the chief secretaries in the
siates, 58 p.c. of all Suprema Court
judges. 51 p.c. of all additional judges in
the High Court 41 p.c; of all embassadors,
57 p.c. of all heads of public sector
conporations at the Centrgé and B2 p.c. of
all public sector corporation  atthe siato
leval. (indian Exprass Feb. 27, ]

Wortd Church Action Against
8. Africa

The Workd Council of Churches, supre-
me international body of the world-s Pro-
testant Christians, has withdrawn its cu-.
stom fvom three mager international banks
whosa financial dealings with South Afri-
ca wend judged 1o be “suppporting the
eystem of racism embodiod in Apartheid™”,
The WCC i closing its 1-million Swiss
Franks accounts with the Union Bank of
Switzeérland, and transferring from UBS
managemant its 5. Fr. 20-million “imvest-
ment portfolio. The two other banks the
WCC is breaking re’stions with are the
Swiss Bank Corporation and the Dresdner
Bank (Federal Repub ic of Germany), but
current ¥ the Council has no funds in
these banks.  Apartheid. as everybody
knows [we hopa). is thet barbaric politi-
cal system by which a amal: VWh'te ming-
rity group rung 4 " Republic™ in 5. Afrlca
keeping the vast majority of natve Black
peoples in sbso cte s avery. WOC General
Secretary Phi ip Poiter in announcing the
action said the Council did ""not take this
action with any p'eesure’’ but rather " "out of
deap concern for the peop'e of S. Africa,
boih those who oppréss and those who
are oppréssed’’. countries ;. cowrlesy
Cheistian Waorkers, Colpmbe.” L



" .shouid be 7:1.
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WHY SHOULD HINDUS CONSIDER

MUSLIMS

AS A MENACE?

(Hajee Abdul Sattar Sait, MLC. Cong. |. Bangalore)
In seculer lndia it fs unfortunate that discrimination preveils in granting admissions

. o Muslims in Govt.-sided colleges and professional colfeges including medical, engi-

neering etc. The private Institutions sided by the Gowvi. ave also not free ¥rom the blame.

In the normal course the ontire student
population of India vis-a-vig the Muslims
s Or 124% of*tha student
popuiation should be Musiim. _ My point
could be very well proved if statistics are

obtained about the total number of Ml_.lElia :

ma that appeared for any of these exami-
nations, SSLC, PUC, B.A., B.Com., B.Sc.
MEBS, B.E. etc. Unfortunately these fi-
gurs are not avaifable 10 prove this point.
The Govt. could do well o publish these
figures. Unfortunately Urdu is aiso not
taught in various me.-hmtimu gven If su-
Hicient number of students are willing to
come forward to leamn Urdy, The |stamic

cu'ture is basically connected to Urdu li- -~

terature and minus Urdu language in edu-
cation, the Mugiims wou'd lose their aft-
prhmant and connactions to thair hentage.
"I bt s8ems 1o be a ca'culated attempt to
deprive the Mus.ims of the opportunity to
10 leamn _Urdu.
why the Kemataka Govl. cannol pass of-
ders directing all educational institutions
to teach Urdu where Muslims have agita-
ted for teaching Urdu. In this connection,
therd have been several cases of persecul.on
as0.  Unforturat v the loss s also natio-
nal since Urdu, 2 great” language, wouid
ba lost 10 postenity.  Dus to consseguent
lack of cducational opporiunitias the Mu-
slims have suffered economically by net
gelting employment opportunitiss. Besides
igck of suitabre Musim caondidates seeking

Otharwise | do not s2e -

wviding suitable jobs.

employment. there is a positive effort of
communal forces to deprive the Muslims
of their shate in the Govt. jobs, Otherwise
how one could explain that there is not 8
single Mus!im High Court judge and simi-
larly in all importamt government jobs ?
Even considering that Muslims are nof bri-
lliant enough, | fail to understand why
they are not ab'e 1o get jobs in propor-
tion to their population at least as class
IV employees. Np Govt. could be con-
sidered secular unless it creates pearfect
balance and provides opportunities 1o mi=
nority communities in tha matter of pro-
A memorandum Was
submitted to the Karnataka Govt. signed by
80 legislators including Muslims and non-

- Muslims sseking comective action on the

pait of the Govt, but unfortunately no ac-
tion 2o far. The Hevanur Commission that
went into this question gave ondy 65 rese-
rvat'on to the Muslims which is -not in
proportion to the Muslim popu’ation (Val.
1. Part 1 Chapier XIX Page 188). - Even
the justice that was soucht to be done by
the Kainataka Govt. by ciassifying the Da-
rvesu tribe a8 & “"backward tribe’’ theraby
trying to unds alittle injustice to Muslims
is being sabotoged by not less a person
than the Dirsctor of Medical Services,
Dr. ¥. P. Rudrappa, who seams 10 be wo-
rking hand-in- glovea wi!h A K. Subblsh,
president of the State BJP. If the majority
COMmManity sincofeiy believes in seculanism



Dalits Hounded Out in TN Villages

{Laboir Press Service;, New Dalhi)

Konnaam s a tiny village, about 10 kms
from Arkonam. This is in the North Arcct
District of Tamil Nadu. All the fertile land
in the villape belongs to the Reddiars, &
Hindu community, There are-360 Reddiar
families in the village. There are about 20

. dalits families living in 18 huts. Thoy ro-
ughly have 100 members. The dalits here,
Iike a'sewhore have been tolerated menciy
o cany out the menial tasks. They have
been o doci'e that they were not allowed
10 bury the desd et the common burial
ground of the village, The delita protes-
tad against this, On the Tamil Mew Year
day, the father of the local land ord, Kupp-
greddy. died. The dalits were asked 1o
beat the drums for the death- ceremony.
They refused to carry out the orders, Ter-
sion spread in the villege, The leader of
the Hindus, Kuppareddy, had to hiré men
from distant villages to beat the drums in
the funeral ceramony. In reta'iat'on on
Jan. 16 1982, the dalits of Koralam
were sgyveray beaten by the flinuul,
A dalit woman who had recent 'y de'ive-
red a chi'd was raped by four Hindus. She
later identified these individuals and com-
p'ained to the Police.  All this wag repor.
ted 1o the palice as well a8 the Revenue

. authorities,. The injured dalits wers given

treatmant at the govemment hospital as
outpatients. Thay were a'so wamed not
to publ'cise the rape of Matliga. a 21 year
od. Inspitecf the best efforis of the
local administration, the matter could not
bo hushed up. MGR's henchmen activaly
connived in this attempt. Meanwhile
mary pecpe's organisation progosed o ro-
lay hunger strike at the ta'uk office. All
the daits had been staving at, the taluk

i

office atraid of returning to their village.
Both the collector and the RDO being Hin-
dus did precious litt'e to settle their grie.
vances. The Peoples’ Action Commitice
advised the dalitz 1o sesk shelter st the
nearby Mulvai village. While the country
celebrated Republic Day the dalits organi-
ged a protest march at Arkonam. Later
the Konnalam dalits left for Mu'val village,
The police have been posted at Konnalam.
But thair purpose is 1o harass the dalits
not to sid them. The dalits  demand-
the right to thé common burial ground ba
restored to them. Dogs and pigs cam ba-
the in the common tank, but the dalits are
not even allowed to draw water from L
The saparate tank meant for them hos &'so
been encroached upon by the landlord.
This shou' d be vacated.: The rapist Hind-
us should be srested and brought 1o trial.
Property \ike bags of rice, catl e and iten-

" sils lpoted by the caste Hindus shou'd be

returned, The dalits have reso vad 1o con-
tnue their strupgle. Comiade E umalal
of the Da'it Cu.tural Front. Madras, s coor-
ginating it. Belchi. Pipraha, Kafatla, De-
oli and Sadhopur, they are all signposis
of Hirdu tyranny. The casteists cannot
stomach that the da'its have dared to dis-
tub the putrified Hindu social order.
Gujarat was just & pointer. But tha batthe
has been joined. O

(Contd. from Page 5)
and has faith in the Constitution which is
supposed 1o be secu’ar. it should ensure
that in the educational and omp oyment
fie'd injustice’ and imb'ance meted cut to
Muslimg is eradicated. This is the only
progf that they could give to their seacula-
rism to the world. If this is not done the
Muslims arg bound to be looked upon as
a manance to the society amd regarded as
a source of troub’s in the same manner as
co'oured peop’e in America. (1




'DALITS MUST JOIN HANDS
WITH MINORITIES

(Syad robal AN, Pultmsn. USA)

In USA, Indians. most of them from
UpPEr Castos, propagateé the wvost Indian
cultwre and civilization minus -dalit and
Mus'im persecutions, From any standasd,
Higdys pre the most intolerant peop’s in
the wor'd un'ess they are bound by the
circumstances. Thay have exploited the
wiaker sect onz of the soc'cly from cont-
uries. Buddhizm, Dravid'anism, Is'am,
Christianity ard stely Sikhism hove had
bitter experionces. Hindus fesl proud in
bii ding and raintaining she ters for the
cows but do heinous crimes  against Mu-

sfimsiand da'its. The poople of India,

specially upper caste Hindus. beliova in
Abirsa Parmo Dharma to the extent it se-
wis their needs and sat'sfaction. It i
deplorab’s .1h|t tha nowly-cducated and
emerged a'ite from these oppressed com-
munities do oot ropresent the needs of
thair brethermn. Tha Brahman - domirated
political parties are very succegsful in fo-
o ing the unfortunate massss by se'coting
""Snrkari Mys'ims" and da'lts even though
thay do nal of heve margingl hoid among
peopls,  However, the qua'ity of s&cu ari-
sm offered by the Indian 'ﬁmnnt‘ i
worss than the open communalism of Pa-
kistan, which has proportional represent-
tion for the o falous minorities and dalits
T pubic grovices and professionai in=
stitytions which areé supervised by the Mi-
nisuy of Minorities Affairs. The policy
of the govemmént 10 heve ruservations is a
politecal stunt and has made dain youth
less ambitious and qualitative.  MNevarth-
less, we find dalit class in India lacks po-
iitical end historical aducation. The co-

mimunai-orented sducatlon  impaited 19
the youth makes them &lite who are future
tools for future operations. Similarly,
Pant. Patel and thousands of Samporan-
ands have succesded wn eliminating Urdu
from the national scene.  Urdui s a nati-
onal (anguage which posseses rich cuityre
and haritage. Indira Gandhi and her pln'{
shad orocodile tears on tho doplorabie Con-
ditien of Urdu in Ind’s but have done no-
thing to give it rightful place it doserves.
They heve even faiied 10 modify the high
schog: sylabus to include Urdu as comp-
ulsory subject for people who deciars
Urdu as mother torgue in UP. Rajasthan,
MP etc. Despité resentment among Mu-
slims and Hindus who decare Urdu as
mothar tongue, Hindi and Sarckrit are co-
mpu'sory at ail ‘evels of education end
Hindi is the sole medium of instruction
in thess states. ANl aforesaid anti-Undu
po icies have resulled in 8 comp ete gene-
etion gap among Mus.ims and the young
chnerslion cannot read. write and speak
gven their mother tongue. The commu-
nal Hirdut, dominating fllm industry. hies
porn: 1o the ~xiant that they do not ack-
nosw sdge Urdu a8 arguage while aif the
dia coues, slorles and songs ara wriltén
in Urdu.. All oppressed c'asses in - Indis
should organise thomsaives to ot Sa'va-
tion in India. Unforunata'y. they ack fi-

. n.ml:‘iulf cuitural and inlslectual rMoSouCes

and evan the wil 10 do s6. The Brahmens
have adopted a paliciy of divide and ru'e.
The Quran clearly depicts the present si-
tuation as follows . “'Lo Allah changes

noi the condition of & péople until they
chenge that which s in their hoan.™

{Quran : 13- 11) O



Letters to Editor :

Dr. Gangadhar Pantawand, {Dalit wri-
ter), Aurangabad : | am sure DV has
made a history publishing the most need-
od argan for the oppressed community,
| am also running @ joumal devoted to
daiit literature since’ 1968 in  Marethi.
Tha yearly Daiit sWriters Conferonce is
conducted by our journal, Asmviadarsha,
On Feb. 13 & 14 we had a very big meet-
frg ot writers st Uihasnagar, near Bombay,
| have read DV wiih -kesn interest & |
think DV. will surely give the new life 1o
the oppressed people of India,

R. R. Wankheds, Sibsagsr, .Aszam -
Thera is big demand for OV hera as the
journal has impressed many dalits,

M. 5. Ramaswamy. director. Indian In-
sthiute of Management, Bangalors ; Glad
to note thal you are making concrete
schisvaments in many fields. | read DV

with great interest & asked owr library &

other friends to support you,

Rev. P. A, Augustine; Catholic Church,
Patra dt. - | am sure you have receiwed
a number of subscriptions from this arsa,
I will watch with interest the growih of
o,
Fr. L. 5. Pais, Moodbldri. DK dt.. Kam-
utnta+: Congratu’ations” on your daunt-
less writings, We want peop's lke you
to speak oul the truth fearlessly. We sy-
ppott your fight for truth & justics

Dr. A. R. Shaikh, Poona: We heard
about your commendable work to unite
the porsecuted minorities. maintain co-
mmunal peace. & neutralise the Hindu
atrocities on dalits & Musiims,  We want
to know mone about you and the books
produced by the DS A,

Mazharcddin, 17, USA @ | am in agony
hearing the sed néews of the slaupghter of

w*

da'its in Deoli. Sadhupur etc. Such bru-
il killings indicate the working of the
Hindu mind. Mo Shankaracharya, Arys
Samajist .or anybody has protested about
these murdaers, But it is thasa very same
peopleé who made such a noise when a
handful of dalits embraced Isiam. Mot
even Vingba Bhave has said anything to
condemn the killings. but he went on
“silence’’ to mourn the killings of cows.
Vajpayes did the padyatra whi'e his peo-
ple are busy sloughtering dalits. | sharé
the sonow of the victims. Your gowt. will
not protect dalits & minorities.  The Mo-
radabad tragedy is the proof of 1. Dalits
must themselves protect their own lives,
Orpanisations and persons working for
dalits must ponder over it. If there are
120 million dalits in India. the sheer nu-
mber will be able to solve their problem.
Muslims of India are also on the ssme
Hnes as dalits, There are 43 Muslim co-
untries in tho world but no outside help
is offered to Indian Muslims to so've
their problems. Dalits may seek the. su-
pport of mnl{nimw movements in the
world, _There are many (iberation mowve-
menis going on such as IRA, Palostinian
ete, | read DV with great interast.  The
glaughter of dalits in Deoli is not the iast
ong. It will ‘continue as [ong a8 casta
system lasts & dalits remain in Hindu fold,
Eilling the oppresséd B minoities has
bacoma a way of life in Indla,

R. L. Biswas, Calcuita ;° Send DV 1o

' my houte as in' the office it has started

giving enbearab'e prob ere for "obvious
recsons, Wae are tiéated 2 second-grade
citizens as wo caft be calied s aves, Sia-

wery is abolished-only on paper but it is
widespread,

R. Elumalsi, Dasit Cultural Front, Ma-
dras : When | was in Defhi. | met somo
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comrades along with Tapan Bose who hes
produced a fiim an Bihar 'and ess labour-
ars, yot to be cleared by censars.  Thay
have all sincerely conveyed their greetings

to DV, Labour Prege Service edited by
Com* Ravi is helping dallts,

P. R. Kar:ble, Bombay :  Thoughts spr-
ead by DV sre so important- that dalits

who can understand them will get comp-
let'y changed as it heappened with me.
As you rightly said. entering politics is
useless. What is needed is educating
dalits as DV is daing. Without destroy-
ing Hindulsm, we can do nothing. | am

reading your book and also spreading the
massaga of DV,

5. Mohan Das, Nagercoil, TN: The
entire region of ours is in the grip of RSS
and they are busy planning comunal riots.
They ho!d a conference hera on Feb. 13
& 14 to "“promote Hindulsm.'

Raméshchandra Parmar, president, Gu-
jarat Dalit Pamthers. Ahmedabad : Con-
gratulations for your missionary zeal &
dedication to raise our Voice., It iz the
opinion of Gujarati dalits that the selec-
tron of articles, & reports are excellent.
Every piece is thought-provoking. Many

“ are trang'sted and published in our jour-
ral. Fanther. One comection 1o your
report in DV no. 9. Prof. Arun Kamble js
membar of the five-man, Central Commi-
tiee of the 'l}alil_ Panthers.  The other
members are :  Gangadhar Gade. Ramdas
Athawa'n. Bapurao Pakhidey, & mysalf,
Maisaheb Ambedikar is the adviser. | have
trans‘ated your two books into “Gujarati.
But no money to publish them. Searching
for a good friend. 'We are organising da-
lits, Muslimsg, tribes & other progressives
to fight RSS & its front organisations.

Dr. Aruna Rajgopal, professor of Agro-
nomy, Madurai :  Glad 1o read in the Vid-

withafal, Tamil daily of the DX from Madras,
that you have won your, case against the
Indisn Express & thet you have been rein-
stated. Hearty congratuistions on beha.f
of dalits, Your victory proves that justice
& truth will ultimately tfiumph. The TN
govi. has given a stale awerd to my Tamil
book on hoiticuttlne.

Dr, 5. H. Alvi, College of Eng., Riyadh
Univeasity, Saud: Arabia : | heve read two
issues of DV and gniult"r impressad by it
Your task is difficult, but cany on the
nob's cause.  Muslims in India should try
o halp the dalits to the maximum & |s'am
$ays 80. Is'am does not believe in inequ-
glity on the basis of birth. Quran says all
are equal. | was in Libya for two years,
now here, but | don'r find any thing like
caste system in these countries.

Devassy Val'akkunnu, Kerala : Congra-
tulations for your courage & samesstness
in fighting for the opprétsed. The aric’es
% specially the editorials have impressed
ma & lot. Comersion may perhaps ba an
immediate solution to the social problems
of dalits but it shall never be a parmanent

*gnd — it is religious slavery in preferenc
1o anc'al ineguality, :

Rash d Codri. editor, Prince Waekly,
Ma cgoan, Miharashira : We liked DV
vary much. Your editorial, ““Who is Bloff-
g . RSS or Govt. 1" i translated and
pub.ished in cur Urdu weekly as we fourd
it vory useful 1o our readers.

Murlidhar Bansode, Bombay : All the
books of the D5A aré giving inspiration

to daits. Wo thank DSA for this historic
SerViCe.

M, Puttaswemy. (KEB) Mandya : | had
an opportunity to read DV, the articles of
which impressed me so much. Every da-
lit must read DV. Ploase make me a
subscriber, o s
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960 UNTOUCHABLES KILLED IN 2 YEARS

Mew Pelhi: 960 Untouchables were
murderad in 1980 and 1987 in the courn-
try, Mihar Ranjan Laskar, Minister of State
for Home, informed Parliament on Feb. 27.
Total number of crimes during these two
years ageinst dalits wes 28,748, Uttar
Pradesh, according to the statement giving
Stote-wise figures of crime, topped the
list with 236 murders in 1980 and 214 till
Dacember B1, [indian Express Feb. 271

POSTERS WARNING
MUSLIMS

Jagjivan Ram. former Deputy Prime
Minister of India. said in Delhi on Feb. &
that posters threatening Musims were
appearing in the city and in other . parts of

the country.  These were creating teror®

smong Muslims.  If the Govermment was
sacuar; why it could not prosecute the
peop'e for publishing such material.
“Freedom demands sacrifice and love ",
Jagjivan Ram peinted out and asked the
poor peop.e to rise and unite so that
Moradabad, Biharsharief, Aligarh, Pune.
Sadopur, Seheranpur Narainpur, EBelchi
.and Jamshedpur commuonal incidents werng
not repeated. In Ghe -courtry whose
Government played Holi with the blood of
the poor people, this festivai should not
be celebratéd, Those peopie. who ta.ked
of 8 "Hindu Rashira’". perhaps did not
know that Mus ims were ag much part of
India as Hindus. he said. [Statesman

sl 7) |

CPM attack on Christians
Bombay @ & member of the Gananmata
mission in the Taleseri erea of Thane dis-
trict, Bro. Vaentine Rodrigues, was alle-
gedly ettacked by & group of CPM activi-

sts with 'athls on Feb. 28 on the suspicion
thai he was a fember of the rival Kashta-
kari Sanghatana. A mission statement said
that Bro. Rodrigues wes retuming  from
the migsion hospital &t Vedo!l on his nao-
tor cycle when he saw a large lathi-wieid-
ing grodp marching across the  road from
the direction of VaHali viliage. which is
known to be a strenghod of tne CPRL.
Sentirg troub’e, he stopped his® motor-
cyele to wail for the group 1o crose the road
but he was attacked from behind by some
gix men who shouted thet he was “one of
them' . The reference waks apparent y 1o
the Kashtakarl Sanghatanz. - which was
holding its mesting thot day &t Ta.asasl,
Tho Sangatana was started by twa Jesuis(s
of the miss:on, who have now fal.en out
of tha chwch authorties in this ‘arg ey
tribal area of the Warlis. Its activiiles
have been rosentad by the CPM which has
a bose in the area and refuses to make dis-
tirction batween the sandghatana and the
church. Fundady’s incident is the third
sineg the riva ry tumed vio'ant in Octobar,
1980, when a church in_Shisna was da-
maoged by OPM activisis. A vwear afer
CPM-activists al'egedly forciby hanvested
the peddy of three adivast Catho.ic famil-
s at Shi onda village. A CPM MLA from :
ihe area is a 50 aleged 1o hava threatened
the mission priesw. [Fimes of oo
March & ] = 1

TRIBAL DEMIND

Jagda'pur (Bastar) :  About 20,000
triba's who gathered for conference atvili-
gge Semba'pur in Bhanlpratappur tehsil of
the distiict on Feb. G have dameanded des
arat'on of Bagtar as & Uniop Territory. re-
ports UM,

o |
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Editarisl

(Contd. from Paga 2)

liages 1o convert them to Hindusim.” he
says. RSS exercises might have united
the Hindus but it has also polarised the
porsacuted minorities— Christians, Mus!i-
ms and dalits. " __its growth has forged
an unpracedented unity among Christians
of varlous denominations |ike Roman Ca-

11

tha'ic, Church of South Indis, Lutheran,

Sa'vation Army, Syrians and Pentecostals.
Bagides. the Christians have also dovelop-
ed fraternity. with the Muslims because
they 100 faced similar prob ems™. [fHindu
March 7) While thanking the RSS flor
b pirig this, we call upon dits to take
advaniage - of this ‘new situstion and

join hands with their co-sufferers, RSS

is franatically wooing the dalits many of
whom attended Mendaikedu temple festi-
val. We don't know whet dalite heve got
to do with tempies from which they were
kapt out for centuries. AN over India it
is the pro-R55 elements who are commi-
ting wviolence on dalits., Therafora, they
shou.d not fali prey" to RSS tricks mis-
tking its new-found love for Ambedkar
They should identify thelr ansmy and ch-

gosn their allies.  And no community has
dors greater service 1o da’its in Indis than

Christiang. Itis a fact of history admitted
by Dr. Ambedkar himse f.  Thoe entlre No-
rth-Eestarn India is today liberated beca-
wes of the work done by Cheistian missio-
naries.  Their work for eradication of ‘un
touchability. literacy drive. tribal liberation
i now part of history. 11 is trud that the

Church ot 'east in the South has rot fully

succaedead in deatroying caste amarng Ch-
ristions. The fauit Hes nat with the Chur-

ch but with Hinduism. The Church has
admitted its lapses but it must &tep up ef-

forts to set its house in order. The only
problem people are the vast OBCs (Hindu
backward classes) who are baing used by
the high castes against Christians, Mus-
lims & dalim. It is hera the DK, 1he
powerful cadre-based ‘socio-cultural orga-
nisation started by India’s great revaolu-

tionary, Perivar EVR, that has to playa

crucial ro's, Vearamani, DK general secré- o

ol

tary. @sEsures U8 that he is wery much
interested in dalits byt some section of
the dalits in TN are yet to be tonvinced
of this. They want action & not words.
Therefore, it is for him to gain the dalit
confidence., And dalits say they are will-
ing 1o join with tha DK, * A crucial time
has come for DK to educate its OBC
followers, wean them away from RSS
influence, Impress upon them that thair
“‘class interests’’ are with dalits & not
with those high caste exploitars. Only
this can win the confidence of dalits. The
task is urgent-that is to unite OBCs, dalits
and persecuted minorities against  their
common &nemy which Periyar has 0
clearly jdentified. Political & communal
po'arisation is taking place in TN as in the
rest of India, TH baing 100% Dravidian,
it will naturaly bé the intellectual’leader
for the whole country. The fact that both
DK & RSS - the two non-political cutural
forces - are growing proves the uter fai-
lure of the Indian political system inclu-
ding the Mardist brand. In days 10 coma
RSS will be directyy confronting the DK.
Therefore, it must get ready for the battle.
RSS shall lead the exploiters & DK shall
protect the persacuted. DE s thus facing
the most crucial testing time in its 50-
vear history, As for the R3S, it is indul-
ging in this game of persecuting the
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COMMUNAL WAR IN TMI]L NADU

minorities o8 part of its philosophy pro-
pounded in its Bible. Bunch of Thoughts
{Rashtrothana Sahitya, KG. Nagar. Banga-
lore-18, pages 440-1968) which hes
clearly idontified its three enemies; Mar-
xists, Muslims & Christians. Describing

Christiens as blood-suckers, it spesks

“ebout a “'Christian plan’’ "'1o surround the

Southern peninsula and make it Christian-
dominated. Than the who'e of the Hima-
layan bolt was 1o be captured in the
(page-185). If the RSS
has dec'ared war against its thros snemies
it is becauso it sincere’y belisves in con-
wverting India intoa Hindu nation. The
R5S official joumnal editorisl [March 7T)
under the hedd'ine. “‘Recognise the Fact
That This is & Hindu Country”", directs that
“the ruing party togetheér with other
major partios must dec'ere India 88 a Hindu
nation’". India’s ruling cless has alroady
implementad this directive in some parts
like Arunachal Pradesh where Christians
are nol allowed to enter. Even Mother
Teresa was barred. While the govt. theris
encouraging Hinduism with funds 10
Hinduise tribals. Christianity is treated as
a foreign  religion. Ewen courts have
uphe'd restrictions on comversion In seve-
ral parts of India. Ewvery effort I8 being
miade to suppréss the minorities bacausa
ruling class knows that it is difficult wo
destroy them. As for the dalits. the stra-
tegry is two-pronged : separate them from

minarities by Hinduising them and thus
ensura their samvility. The sacond one s
to dény tham education and impoverish
them. Dalits being 1005 poor. it is po-
saib’e 10 do this with ease, Dallt activists
should alert their brothers on this danger.
The only way o face the new socisl forces
mobilised by RSS is for the persecuted
minorities to win hands with dalits. The
minorities. pericularty Christions. being
berter placed. educated-and aen. besides
hawing il‘lllll'l'lﬂlﬂl'lll conpections. they can
undertaks this jnb effectively, The TH
Christians have set a commendable ex-
ample.  This is the first time the Christian
militancy” I8 vigorousy surlecing betore
which the RSS fascists were forced 1o
retreat & run. Kudos to Christians El
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