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WHAT IS “DALIT” AND
DALITISM ?

We have received many letters asking us the meaning of the word Dalit.
The same question is also being put to us at meetings. What gives us great
pleasure and pride is this word has become popular all over India and

abroad in such a short time giving exprés-
gion to the anger of the Untouchables.
And gathering so much of charisma.

We are also happy to note that not only
the militant Dalits but even some Hindu
press have stopped using the hated word,
Harifan, a Gendhian humbug, and swil-
chied on to Dalit. This awareness of their
identity is itself a big step forward in the
Dalit Wberation struggle.  The word Dalit
symbolises the mood of this explosive
commodity & connotes and denotés thais
protest. Hence the switch-over to this
new word (8 itself a great improvement
indicating & big leap in the search for
thiir roots. Only three years back people
barring those in the Hindi balt plus those
in Karnataka did not even know this word.
It was not in their vocabulary. But as
soon as they came 1o know this word and
discovered its intrinsic value, its magic,
its melody, they readily adopted it. Liwe-

rally embraced it. "*National”' newspapars
like the Fimes of fndia are now using this
word gven in headlines. Even the Majs—
yala Manorama, the largest circulated
language daily of Kerala, has staried using
this word heeding our appeal. We call
upon all our Dalit eand other persécuted
minarity comrades to use only this word
and persuade others to popularise it.’ If
the English end language dallies start us—
ing the word, Dalit. in headlines it will
soon catch up.,  Therefore, Dalits and
thieir co-sufferers must 9o 1o newspapaer
offices and meet joumnalists and prevail
upon them to use Dalit instead of Harjan
or SC/STs. Wa will suggest the Oxford,
Webster, Cambridge and othar dictionaries
to include it.

Mow s meaning = The root word  of
the word Dalit is def. The adjective of
dal is Dalit, We find this word osl on paga
471 of the prestigious Oxford Sanskrit=



English Dictonary, new adition, 1964,
edited by the waorld - famous Sanskrit
scholar, Sir Monier Williams.

‘Dalit” is found in many Indian languages
and even a Dravidian language |ike Kan-
nada, The meaning given to ‘Dalit’ in
the dictlonary is @ burst. split, scattered,
dispersed, broken. torn asunder, destro—
yed, crushed. All these English words
gum up the exact position of the Indian
Untouchables and also tribes. We are
erushed and creamped and made mince-
meat by the Hindu religion., That is why
we areé Dalits, Be proud to be a Dalit.
the original inhabitants of this ancient
land. Let us walk with our head high.
Let us be proud of our Dalit culture,
Black iz beasutiful.

'i'he famous word, Davigra, which is
popular in many |Indian languages, 15 da-
rived from "Dalit’.

Since "Dalit’ sums up cur mood, we call
upon all 3C/ST Govi. emplovess, public
gector SC /5T uvniong 1o change their
names into Dalit Employess Association.
The first to pooularise this word were our
militant Dalit Panthers of Bombay, Their
manifesto has defined this word. Though
this word has now come to méan Untou-
chables, the Panthers have included
tribes, Musiims, women and all thosa
perescuted minoiities,

Alang with "Dalin’, ancther word is also
getting popular ; Dalitism which is both
the ideoclogy end nationalism of India's
persecuted, suppressed masses. |1 is roo—
ted in Ambedkarism, Dalitism or Dalit
philosphy is developed 1o pave the way
for @ liberal tradition against casteism and
untouchability.  The new mevolutionary
philpsphy of Dalitism aiso stipulates that

Dalits alone can libgrate Dalits from the
Ruling Class. Ewen in such a shert time
Dalitism has attracted millions. |1 is the
living spiritual principle of India’s Untou-
chablez. The object of Dalitism is to
atiract the youth all over India and make
them understand the culture and history
of Indis’s submerged masses, The Ruling
Class historians and writers have given
little or no attention 1o the history of our
life and culture. Historical avidences ara
gither destroyed or simply neglected for
lack of interest. Dalits weare simply mark—
ed under slavery and sérfdom in India.
The only meritonous scheme now on the
anvil is tha all-round flowering of Ambed-
karism  Truth cannot be suppressed for
long. The human mind is the most potent
ingtrument in history. Words are more
powerful than weaapons.  Dalit thinkers
and writers take stock of all this time-
bombs to bombard the citadel of the Rul-
ing Class that mismanged the Indian

history and culture founded by ws,
Tradition i& not the prerogative of a par-
ticular caste /class. The tradition the
Ruling Class claims for self is of a recent
arigin compared to the Dalits. It is tius
tradition 1hat make upits power-structure,
politics, economics, religion, education,
grt and culture. The iradition that vouch-
zafe for the cu'ture and history of Dalits
originated with the beginning of life in
Irndia. From this strorg whirlwind deve—
foped the Dalit life. history and culture
that got down 1o 19803 with an uminter—
rupted impact upon evelution. That is its
novelty. It is the sirongest living spiritual
force in the entire life-history of man and
universa, What happened to this truth ¢
Dalit writers should ponder over the
{Comd. on page 11]



TAMILIANS ARE NOT HINDUS, SAYS D.K. LEADER

{Our correspondent)”

Madras ;

K. Veeramani, the leader of the powerful Drevida Kezhagam, has conducted
# serieg of lectures on "'Who is Sankaracharva *°

I attracted big crowds and amid

cheers he chalfanged the historicity of the Sankaracharya and  the establishment of the

KMaths at various places (4) in India. He
profusély gquoted from the books wrnitien
by the disciples of Sankara and also ex—
posed the notosiety of this “‘Brahmin
fanatic and communal propagator” . He
gaid snybody could go 1o him and he was
rieady 10 argud the historicity and validity
of Hinduism and also of Sankaracharya.
His locturés will make the Dalits revolt
againgt Hinduism. He claimed that the
Tamilians weré not Hindus and there was
no Hinduism as such.: The vary names,
Hindu, India. Hindustan were given by
the foreigners. Ramalingam, a DK leader.,
also spoke on the religious history of
Tamillans and said there was a tinve when
Tamil was the language spoken all over
india, He quoted the Sankaracharya redi-
culing Tamil as & "neecha’ language. The
Dalits neaded & courageous leader with
vasl knowlodge and intellectual calibre,
Vesramani was ona such. Let the Dalits,
Ambedkarites, Marxists, Maxalites and
even the minorities equip themselves with
knowledge and knowledge is power which
will load them to revolt against the rotten
Hindu structuré dehumanising the hu-
mans, The D K. is doing a great mission
as DV is educating the masses. |

The Death of a Rationalist
Mew Delhi @ With profound sorrow, |

inform you that Yahya Lokhandwala, the
wall-known rationalist of Bombay, died

on May 4, st Ahmedabad. He was 67, -

According to his will hiz ayes and body
were donabed to Ahmedabad medical col-

lege. I was 1o attend & marriage that ha
wignl there from Bombay, The Indian
Rationalist Association lost a great com-
rade and a staunch fighter for the cause
we all so dearly cherish. A well=-known
social and political activist, Yahya Lok-
handwala was the President of Indian
Rationalist Assoclation till March 1983,
Later, he was an execulive member of IRA.
He actively participated in different fields
with which he had connaéctions, He was
also the president of Bombay Printers’
Co-operativs Society and Bombay Ration-
alist Association. During the frandom
struggle, he took active part in it. and
was in jail for 2% yeers, For some yoars,
he published a political journal teo. The
Indian Rationalist Associalion exprosses
its heart-felt condolences to the bersa-
vird family of Lokhandwala, (Sanal Eda—
maruku, General Sacratary, |RA.) O

Just publishad

WHY MUSLIMS MUST SUPPORT
MANDAL COM. REPORT ?

[By Hanee! Jawaid. Advocate)
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PUNJAB DALITS, D.B.0s CRUSHED BY HINDUISM,
SIRHISM

[Gurcharan Singh. President, Punjab Unit of the National Union of Backward Classes]

The Other Backward Classes congbitute 35% of the totel populstion of Punfab, while
the Dafits ferm another 257, Christians who are included amongst the OECs separately

account for yet another 5% of the totsl
population.

The OBCs and Dalits are in vast majority
in threa districts of Punjab-Gurdaspur,
Hoshiarpur and Ropar ; their population
being 66, and 307 respectively.

Agriculture, services and trade were the
main sources of livelihood of the people
But the OBCs and Dalits had no access to
thass sources of livelihood They wene
not allowad to purchase agricultural land
nor did they get any place in the seivices.
Lack of finances and the evil of untouch-
ability did not allow them to enter trade.

Mow,even after the “independence’ and
gpraad of education. the OBCs and Dalits
are looked down in villages and towns
gnd have been reduced to third-class
cliizens. They are not associsted with
sdministration even at the lowsst level.
They are servants of the agriculturists and
afe known a5 Seerees. Their social status
is that of animals. Thair women-folk apd
children do meniallabour for their land-
lords. They are also not allowed to
participate in social and religious cere-
monies along with the highar castes and
am required to do odd jobs like cleaning
ol utensils and $weep floors,

Even in this age of enlightment. ciwvil
libgrtles aré a dream for them. They have
no freedom to exercise their right of fran-
chise freely. Through eoonamic exploi-
tation and haressment and cosrcion, thay

are more often forced to vote against thelr
will in elections,

EMEI the major religions in the State—
Sikhism and Hinduism=-are the monopoly
of the higher castes. No representation
is given to the OBCs and Dalits in the
Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Commi-
tiee or in the Gurdwara committeas at the
lowes lavel, Tha same is true about the
Hindu places of worship. The Mazhabi
and Ravidasi Sikhs built vheir own Gurdw-
aras for worship as they were not allowed
to enter the Hindy temples and Sikh Gur-
dwargs. Twenty-live per cent of seats in
all Govt. offices and public-undertakings
in Punjab are reserved for the Dalits, The
category-wise resarvations for them ame :
Class |- 7% Class Ii- 7% and Class =
13, besides all posts of sweepers in
Class IV services.

In the present scheme of reservations
all the posts are comered by those who
are better off amongst them. As a result
a grest deal of dissstisfaction prevails
amongst the dalits who aré poorer as co-
mpared to athers balonging to the SCaef
&Te. It ig'an lrony that the OBCs, who
constitute 35% of the total population in
ihe State have been allotied only B% resar-
vation in the Govt. services, Their quota
ol reservation in promotion is just 2%
Oviginally, four communities of the OBCs
Mai, Kumbhar, Dhobi and Jhiwar-had been
given 24, reservation in the Govt. services
in 1937, This was withdrawn by the
Govt. wide a notification dated March 17,
1964, The reservation of 2% in Gowt.
services granted in 1837 for the four



castes of OBCs continued to ba the sama
for the 67 castes in the State till June 5,
1874 when it was raised 10 5%,. To add
fusl to the fire it was ordored on Apeil 20,
1863 that all residents of Punjab State,
‘who were economically backward wou'ld
be lntirlm:l_tﬂ all concesslons cvailable to
the OBCs irrespactive of their castes.
Thus the OBCs were robbed of the meagre
concessions they were getting earlier.
The lion's-share in the meagre concessions
wias grabbed by the well:to-do sections.
To make the position worst, a ceiling of
an annual income of Rs. 3.600 was impo-
séd for becoming eligbile for thewwonces—

sions. The plight of the OBCs in the
State. therefore. conbinues to be miser-

abie even today, Instructions of 1hi Gowt.
are that reservation should be given after
selection in the open competitions, butin
actual practice only five parsons per 100
are selected and given appointments. The
policy of reservation has been put In
revarse gear due to faulty implémentation.

Thare are four universities In the State
but only the Guru Manask University has
made reservation for the OBCs upto the
post of deputy superinlendent. There are
two State-owned corporations-the Punjab
Roadways end the Punjab Road Transport
Comporation.  But none of them has made
any reservation for OBus. Most of the
institutions, like co-oparatives, municipal
committees and boards have not made any
rgservations for the OBCs. In some cases
reservations are only on the paper. As

against this, tha State Gowvt. has given
20% reservation to-ec-military men, which

i wholly wunjustified. Ex-senvicemen
constitute hardly 1% of the total popula—
tion in the State énd the 20% reservation
for them is against all the canons of
justice and fairplay. Most of the ex-ser—

vicemen are from higher castes. Unfor—
tunately the quota undér this category
haz never boen utilized more than 5% Yet
no Govt. in tha State has ever tried (0
curtail this unjustified guota and enhance
the quota of tha OBCs. There s no re—" -
servation of soats in State Assembly and
Parliament for the OBCs as in the case of
SC/5Te. As & result B50% of the State
population remains unrepresented in the
State Lagislature and Parliament. There
are 13 Lok Sabha seates in Punjab, out ﬂ.f;
which threa are reserved for SC/5Ts and
the remaining 0o to the highar castes. All
the seven Rajya Sabha seats from Punjab

are maant for the higher castes. The
Punjab Yidhan Sebha consists of 117

glectad members, out of which 27 seates
are reserved for the SCr5Ts. Dut of the
remaining 90 seates, 79 are meant exclu-
sivaly for the higer cestes. AS regards
the remgining 11 seats, which are held
by the members of tha OBCs, their party—
wisa break-up is thus : Congress (|)-eight
Akali-two and Communist Party of India

—pna. It can, therelore, be seen thal in
a House of 117, the OBCs have only 11

represantatives of their own. Educational
facilities are extremaly inadeguate for the
children of Dalits and OBCs. The public
schools in the State are the exclusive
domain of the children belonging 1o the
higher castes or some rich families of
SC/5Te and OBCa, Most of the children

‘i Dalits and OBCs study either In -Govt:

schools or privete schools, where the
standard of education is much low, Un=
less at least 6O, of seats in the public
schools resenved for the children belong—
ing to the OBCs. they cannot compete
with the children of higher castes in di-
fferent walks of life. [Bunived! Sangarsh,
April 83). O

"



Muslims not wanted in Bengal
Govl. Services

(Prof. Abul Qasem, Calcutta)

The fate of Muslims is sealed so far as
lob opportunities in the West Bengal Go—
vErnmant sorvices ard concarned. As per
the official census, 22% Muslims live in'W.
Bengal. But Muslims are hardly represen-
ted in the Govi. services. The following
épisode bears testimony to the state of
affaire in a State run by the so-called
Communisis whose hoarls are ever bleed-
ing for the poor and the downtrodden of
the society irrespective of the caste, creed
and raligion. ;

The ex-Transport Minister and a trade
union laader of CPI (M), Mohammed
Amin, told a gathoring of staff association
of W. Bengal Urdu Academy in Calcuita
on April 26 that during his ministership
from 1877 to 1982 he kept a watch in the
Writers" Building whether for Govt. ap—
poiniments Muslims are appointed
or not.  In tha transport department. 100,
he noticed that Musiims were rejected
under one protéxt or other. In spite of
his recommendation appointments of Mu-
slim candidates were withheld. In other
depariments of tha Stare Govt. same al—
moaphers prevails For Muslim candidabes
cartain obstacles are created

The above outpour of the ex-Minister,
Md. Amin, in the presence of the members
of the staff of Urdu Academy and other
big-wigs of s Executive Council was
not meant for public consumption. |1 was
g heart-to-hoart talk betwaen co-religion—
ists to reélive his fealings abowt diserimi-
natlons to Muslims even during the regime
of CPl (M}. But one of the council me-
mbere, Ahmed Sayesd Malhiabadi, editor

and proprigtor of “Azad Hind'', an Urdu
daily from Calcutta,who was present there
took it otherwise. He used this piece of
information as a scoop for his newspaper.

Mow Amin and his cohorts am in 8 soup
to explain it away, Cl

A Govt. of India guide book for every
Dalit Employos.
1. Brochire on Reservations for
SCs/5Ts in Serviges
pages 365- As. 1065
Contents : Constitutional provisions.
percentage of resernvations to SC/5Ts.
exemption & exclusions- rosters-ann-
ual statements — groupings of posts—
rélaxations & concessions for SC/
5Ts— essential steps 10 be taken 1o
fill up reserved posts— procedurs to
fill up reserved posts through UPSC
or by advis.— de-resarvation— carry-
Ing forward & exchange of reserva-
tione between SC/5Te— promolions
in reservations— daefinition & lists of
§C/STs— verification of claims of
SC/5Ts— liasion officers— strict
orders on reservations— other instru-
ctipns-— adm, inspeclions.

2. Lists of SC;5Ts with Clarifications
by Vimal Chandra. Rs. 14. pages 90
. Report of the Commission
for SCISTs
Bpril 1979- March 80- Rs. 45

pages 55656 )
4 Report aof the Commissiomnar for
SCIETs TRTE=-8F
Part—1 & 2 complets set Re, 60—
VPP extra=

Write to Bookwaeall, 2/72 Mirenkarai
Colany, Delhi-110 0048,
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WHY AMBEDKAR EMBRACED BUDDHISM ?

(A hIIF IPE Police ﬂl‘lh:_lf from U.P.})
During the fong history of kings and dynasties in Irdis. no oge from the Ruling Class

hed ever thought of the Untouchables.
Christians but none bothered about us
though these rulers were in a position to
do away with all the prejudices and ro-
store human dignity.

To make the Untouchables fight against
all sors of exploitation we have to incul-
calate the spirit of salf-respect, discipline
and courago among them. MNow values
and new ideale are highly sssential 1o
maka them revoll against the Hindu soci-
aty. This can ‘be done successiully only
through a religion like Buddhizm.

Or. B. R. Ambedkar stands for human
dignity -and freedom snd is opposed 1o
any socidl ordar or institution which in-
volvas injustice and suppression of human
personality. In a B. B. C. broadcast in
London. on “Why | like Buddhism | he
gaid, "'l prefér Buddhism because it gives
three principles in combination which no
other religion does. Buddhism iesches
prajna (understand rg as ngainsl supersti-
tion and supar-naturalism), karens [love)
and samia (equality). This is what man
wants for 8 good and happy life’”, Ambe=
diar had faith in man's vast potentislifles.
He had love for the poor. the weak pnd
the helpless. His conversion was & mevolt
against the suppression and enslavemaent
of humanity. According to him the pur-
pose of the Buddha's Dhemme. is ""10
reconstruct tha world™'.  This involves
all=tound growth of the individual and the
ﬁ:‘mm and for hmmony of socisl

| =

Ho studied the problems of the Untou-
chables and saw (ho decaying and the

The Muslims ruled Indis for centuries. So afso

decadent structure of the Hindu soclety.
He worked for its translormation through
the accepted political, social, administra-
tiver and reformist channels. He struggled
hard. suffared and revolied sgainst the
viry structund of Hindwism. But when ha
saw that this structure is not ready for
any change. ha gavo a call to his peop'a
to got out of the pattern of caste. ritual,
superstitions and fear of 1tha Hindu sociaty
and pursus the clean path of Buddhism, -

Ambedkar was striving to achieve an
Idenl and was not interested in any im—
madiate gain of little values, The Buddha
was the greatest ravolutionary that India
has produced, Ambedkar came to the:
conclusion that only the path of Buddha
whith doot not balieve In caste could
make the Dalits united and create the
necessary digcipling, tha will to rise ond
the atmosphore congenial Tor their advan-
coment and progress. It could protect
them in timés of adversity and guide thom
in times of prosperity. It could work both
wirys 88 a sword and & shisld,

Roligions based on gods. prophets, |
miracies and révelitions cannot stand the
teat of reason and will uitimately wvanish
or perish, Buddhism is no slave of books,
In fact. Buddhiem is the only religion in
which Buddha exhorted his followers not
to follow him Blindly and not to balieve
in miracles. It doos not believe in caste
ar mny such artificial division of the hu-
mang. It is & religion of reason and
practice in contrast to ather religions. It

(Contd. on page 10)



Letters o Editor :

Kaye Stearman, Minority Rights Group,
London : We are happy to sccept your
ofter to reprint in India our Document no.
26, The Untouchables of Indis. new edi-
tion, 1982. Such a reprint will be con-
siderably cheaper than the Eritlsh version
and will also help reach & much wider
group of people. Our best wishes to DV,

Fierre Mouterds, Quebec, Canada : |
camé o Indis last year and met vou twice
I was really interested by the militant
work you wore doing for the Untouch-
ables. | had the project to write o book
about my travels. Almost finished it- a

kind of an sssay where | try to axplain to -

the Westernar how | discover India. the
deeép India. India of the oppressed people.
One chapter is exclusively on Dalits and
your point ef view. | have profusely used
your book, Apariheid in Indis,
¥Yunus Khen, Toronoto, Canada: |
want to arrange display of DV in a number
of shops, libraries. | think your Voice
should resch a wider readership. As wa
saw Gandhl 1ilm, thousands of Muslims
“werg butcherad in "non-viclemt™ India.
But the most shacking thing is the sllencea
of Pakistan, Scudi Arabia and of the mo-
sques all over Canada and USA. Saudi
Arabia wants fo keep good relations with
Mrs Gandhi. Honce the all-round silence.

All these: centrés will have o tum into -

revolutionary places. Keep up the good

work, We salute the people st the DV,

. EBruce Graham, (Acting Director) Pasa-
dena, USA :  We at the Institute of Hindu

Studies here are much interested in the

B3 + mililon Dalits of India. Hence we
like DV,

Raghuvir Sahe, Bombay : Sant Bhing-
ramwvale and top Sikh leaders have sald
A

-

Sikhs ate not' Hindus and they are a sepa-
rate nation. We Dalits are also a separate
ration. Every caste is also a separate nation
and India is a multi-national country. We
adrairg the Sikhs for their courage o die
for Khetistan. Until we Dalits also decide
to die far Dalitestan nobody will be afraid
of us. ‘We salute the Sikhs. DV must

. coma out In full support of the Sikhs and

ask them in turn to support our struggle,

Prem Kumaer Basu, Jhansi 1 The word
Hinde ig not derived from the name of the
Sindu _river’ a5 some want us to belleve.
It is derived from the Persian word, Ho=
nood, coined wring the 3th century, It
reters to non- believers, to distinguish bet-
wien the Muslims, the believers of Islam,
and the Indian non-Muslims considered
non-balievers. Prior to Sth century, therns
is no documentary evidence of the exis-
tence of the word Hindu, Honmoed means
barbariang. MNeither dering the Vedic
poried nor during Buddha nor the * Golden
Ags of India” (Gupta period). the word
Hindu was used. Even the arch ""Hindu™*
revivalist Shankaracharya had ever used
this word. Will the owners of Hinduism,
the RSS and the Vajpayees note this? .
Wil our scholars comment on' this 7

Or. fMre.) Savite Ambedker, Bombay @
I had baen to Jamnagar and addressed a
mesting criticising the comnivance of the
police with the blegsings of the Gowt. in*
parpetuating atrocities on Dalits. Vice-
president Hidyatullah wag present. On
May B. | addressed a meeting of Dalits at
Madras and met DK leader Veeramani whe
wis laid up after an accidental fall and
broken the ribs. We all agreed that Da-
lits, OBCs. minorities must foin hands to
stop our ""vote banks'' being looted by
Cur Bnamies, O



Kanshi Ram’s Cycle Tour

Delhi : The latast ventuse—Message of
D-54 : Miracle of iwo wheels, launched
by D-54 from March 16 in which hund=
reds of cyclists under the leadership of
Kanshi Ram set to macch 3000 = KM,
covesing 35 important places in 7 states of

Morth India within 40 days, is a unigque
ong,  Alter  covering 3000 KM the

team will walk around Dehli. It will
come back to Delhi on April 17. Maore
than 100 eycliste with blue colour flags
fixed on thair bicycles and lugaage bahind
on the carriar started the maerch  from the
Buddha Yihar, behind Inter-State-Bus
Terminal. Two matadors with all neces-
gary requirments, including tents for the
cyclists and cooking utensils accompsnied
them. One matador was on the front with
blue colour flags and banners fixed An-
=ather at the end. Kanghi Bam. President.
D-54, whose birth da'," incidently fall on
the same day, was seen off by hundreds
of weéll withers incieding a Japanose

Journalist, Motoo Yamagiva, [(Dppressed
Indhan, April-1383) ]
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= 1o Buddhism,

[Contd. from page 8]
can satisfy the spiritual, social ahd psyec-
hological nesds not only of the Untouch-
mbies but of the whole world, |t browcht
glary to Iodia and made it & natlon. It is
tha only religion which spresd throughout
tha world without any violence. false
promises and deception. 1t sprend throuah
the power aof education, persuasion, com-
passion and sevice. It civilised and
pducated the uneducated. It allows its
followars to achive any place in the rali-
gious order without any distinction of
cAste, tece and &8y,

Religion as an institution is fast losing
respect and becoming the subject of ndi-
cule,  Youth is in revolt évery whera
apaingt the tyranny of religion,  Only
Buddhism would survive under such o
maral crigis. 1t 18 the only ehigion which
is not afraid ol Darwin, Marx, Evolution
and inventions. [tz not évan opposed
10 scignce.  That is why nowadays mong
angd more intelleciuals have started taking

interest in Buddhism. The future belongs
B
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‘Kaka Kabelkar Cominizsion Repart

The Gavt. of India hag at last published
thwe report of the Backward Classes Co-
mimission appointed in 1953 under the
Chairmanship of Kaka Kalelkar.
The Chairman submitted the Report in
19556 and the same teport has been now
AT R

1. Reporr of the Backward Classes
(Kaka Kalelkar) Commission.
Vol.l Rs. 78,
Contents: Census & Caste. Coste & s0-
ciaty,. pobiam of special groups, Back-
wardness, Conditions of Backwardness
& Measures far their removal, Ministry
for the advancament ol Backward Clag-
ses, granis, Révision of Lists ol 66 '5T.
2. Repart of the Backward Classes
Commission Val.ll Re. 65 60
(List Statewise)

3. Repornt of fhe Backward Clagses
Commizgion Vollll Rs. 2260 {Minules
of Dissent)

&, Memorandum on the report of the
Backward Claszos Comindssion
VollV Rs. 7.26 (Minisny of Home

2 Affairs) i
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Editarial [Contd from pace 2]
subject. The Indus Valey Civilization was
the finest specimen of the ancient Dalit
wigdom, Dr. Ambedkar gave itz modern
version. democratic spirit and a scientific
culture. With thair new awakening. the
Datits ara marching forward fully aware
of this line and demarcation. It is an in-
disputable fact that India lives in fwo
worlds. has two cultures - Dalits and that
of the Arvan oppressors. The national
will of the Dalits, rewakensd with the
spirit of Ambedkarism, is really soul-
searching. Now, no one has got the cou-
rage to dislodge the truth and validity of
Dalit life. The Dalit culture was drawn
from the myriad forces of history but got
side-wracked and dissipated over a wide
apectrum of life and activity under tha
aegis of Hinduism, lslam and Christianity,

Religion has got the beiter of life in
India. All religions flourish vnder the
namea of tradition, idealism and the én=
thuglam of the Ruling Class.
human in Datit lile and activity lost all
the meaning. Caste and untouchability
became the rdling norm of India’s tradi-
tional society. Madernism and Marxism
is only & mask. Only the dalit intellectual
can give vent to the crusading spirit of
Dalit national identity end culture. The
word, Dalit, is the other exirame of the
wiord Brahmin. 50, the task bafore all
Dalit writers is a challenging one. With all
the opprissive machinery at their com-
mand, thé Ruling Clags is making inroads
into Dalit unity. culture. struggle and
progress. This assault will take a vigorous
turn shortly. We must hit back., It s
sgainst this cetaclvem of Indian life that
Dalits should revolt.  Dalitism is the only
alternative to national degensration. Even

11

But the °

Marxism has missed the bus in India. Any
one who wants regeneration and rebirth
of Indla, he must seek the spirit of life
and culture of Dalits, Dalits alone can lead
the Indian Revolution. Truth can come out
only from_ the innermost depths of their
mind, whereas sycophancy rules the Rul-
ing Class. India has ceased to be a
nation bacause of this.

Hinduism has become tha repository of
another cult called anti-Dalit, The Ruling
Class is up against the reservations. If
possible it will destroy Dalitism, root and
branch. Dalits should make all-round
eftert te ward off this machinations of the
Ruling Class. It failed In its political as
well os religious matwity. The Dalits are
the worst victims of this tragedy. Thay
wars dethroned and lobbed to the lowest
depths of life. Dalitism is, therefore, &
revolutionary philosphy and a guide 1o
action. The Brahmin cult should ba
destroyved and buried 100 fathoms deep.
Reason will not dawn on the Ruling Class
with its present bigoted spirit. Anti-
Dalitism has bacome a way of e with
the oppressor.  Therefore, the Dalits sho-
uld meet this challenge. They must revalt.
They must explode. Mow is the time.
The dawn of 218t contury is the trivmph
of Ambadkarism, With the close of the
20th certury Gandhism will end and Am—
btedkir Era will begin.

Dalits have sulffered a lot in India,
their forefathers were exploited and dest=
royed. Their growth was stunted. Da-
litism i2 the andwer for all this. It will
nat anly save the Dalits but India ag wall.
Possibly. it may avert a Third World Wer,
India can attain its real salf and liberation
only with Dalitism. O
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KERALA IN THE MELTINM

Bangalore :

A big change is taking place in the Kerala social scene, The

caste and religious consciousness of the Dalits, OBCs & the other persecuted

mincrities, temporarily destroyed by tho
Communists. is gradually coming back.
Mowe. each caste and religion has ils own
party. Kerala is the only State in India
where political parties are formed on re-
ligious and caste basis, Muslims and Chri-
stians each representing about 227 of the
population aré having their own parties.
The two Muslim Leagues are fast patch-
ing up. The State’s single largest caste,
the Ezhavas, (OBC) and the Mayas. the
highest among the non-Brahmin Hindus,
have also thair own parties. The Brahmins
forming less than 37 are very well orga-
nised. The Communist parties (CPM and
CPl) conuolled by the Brahmins and
Mayars. are gradualy losing ground since
the exploited low castes found themsalves
cheated even by Communist parties. The
ASS, in the meanwhile, has becoms the
fastest growing party today. The Brah-
ming and Mayars having failéd o rtain
their clags-caste status through the Come-
munist parties, are switching on 1o RSS5.
Dalits cheatéd by overybody have anngun-
ced formation of party of their own. Some

rich Christians were secreétly supporting
RSS thinking that it would fight theair
battie against Marxists but when Hindus
got united against them under the header—
ship of the RSS on the issue af tha Nilak-
kal church site controwersy, thay have
come to realise that BSS can never ba
trusted. The deep division within the
Kerala church has also come to the surface.
The denominational and caste d‘ivi:inn:z
within the Roman Cathalic and Protestant
Churches have brought shama to Christia-
mity. Be that as it may, Kerala is in for e
major change. And right now at half a
dozen places serious ceste B religious ex-
plosions are imminent. Kerala experment
has to be késnly watched a% it will provide jesj
us with a rich experience. Kerala drug- B
ged by Marxists is at last waking up.
What happens in Kerala today I8 bound to
accour in thae rest of India. Henca we wal-
comeé the developments and call upon
our comrades to do everything 10 sharpen
such caste and religious contradictions in
their arsas. Without destroying the
“caste”, we cannol destroy the “class’ [
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