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EDITORIAL

WHY THIS WAR PREPARATION?

TM “earthquake”’ in Meenakshipuram has drawn the attention of the whole
country, its Government, Parllament, press, public, political parties, religious leaders and
other busybodies. There is an endless discussion on the mass conversion of untouchables
to Islam. Hindu society s shaking in its shoes.  The tiny village has suddenly become a

cantre of pligrimage to all sors of trouble-makers,

Union Minister of Stare for Home
Yopa~dra Makwana's wisit to the wvillage
renamead Rghamat Nzgar bacame a front-
paga néws in the national press. Eva's
Weekly called it & “'national crisis™. Home
Minigter Zail Singh was grilled by MPs
including & CPM leader and thay all axtrac-
ted an assurance from him that the Govern-
ment of India was seized of the matter.
The Shankaracharya of Kanchi Kemakoti
Peatha sent & three-man  team o Srahmin
{relighous) keaders headed by the Pejawara
Swamy, prezident of the vishwa Hindu
Parshad, Scores of “‘fact-finding teams™
beelined to the wvillage, They met the
Prime Minigtar, who according to alCC
general sscretary  Moopanar  expressed
arave concern  aver thiee Thoe HWindus
suddenly overcome by compassan and love
wwards the “Harjans'" decided to dg
walls in Aghamat Magar. Makwana, aftar
a stopmy visit to the areas gripped by
bloody Hindu wiolence on untouchables,

got locked in s verbal battle with Chisf
Minigter M G. Ramachandran ower his
remark that the “"Harijans sre not safe
under the Tamil Nadu police’". The well-
planngd visit of Makwana had raized high
hopes in the Hindu communal circles that
he would discover ""Arab maney™ and the
“threat” to conwvert the ‘poor Harljans:.
But he discovered nothing. His wisit
turned out 10 be s big disssppaintment to
the cammunal Hindus. On the other hand,
his afl-the record talks with the press men
at Madurai and Madras and Dalit leaders
revealad the truth.

QOur representative progent at such
infarmal talks writes - Makwana mission
wag & total faillure. He could do nothing
with the wunouchsble converts to Islam.
He sdmitted that some of them even shou-
tied “"Makwana go-back slogans. Besidesg
the untouchables of Rehamat Nagar, Dalit
reprosentatives of neighbouring wvillages,
particul arly Dalit lawyers, teschers and
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other educated Dalits, told him that they
ward ill-tréated only because they waere
Hindus., Therefore, they had
decided 1 quit Hinduism 16 gain
gocial status,  Makwana admitted that he
had written latters to the Shankarscharvas
but this was wrong on his part. The
mathods sdopted by the Hindus would
provoks even those onaeor bwo still rémain-
ing a8 Hindus in sach family. If Hindus
bahaved this way, he said. nobody could
stop the exodus, He feared that even If a
single convert was assaulted that might
result in a Hindu-Muslim clash causing
sarious repercussions all over India. He
condemnaed raports about Arab  money.
Acgording to him ill -tfreatment by Hindus,
police atrocities and the frustration of the
youth were the three causes for the conver-
siong., He said very clearly that he was
not against conversions 1o Islam®™, writes
our represontative in Madras,

Az regards the allegations mads by the
RSS and ather Hindu communalists that
Arab money was paid and that force was
usad for conversion, they must ba specific,
Which country paid the money, who
brought it and who received it and how
much 7 Al thess dotails with their names
must be published. S0 also the names of
those who used force for the convarsion,

Untouchables and tribals all over India
are desporate. Hinduism has made mince-
meat out of them. They are suffocated in
the air-tight stinking dungeon of Hinduism.
It is this desperstion that is driving them
out of the Hindu fold. Ambodker had
opened the gates and showed the way.
Even to this day. untouchables aré a set of
people who are negatively cefined by their
exclusion from the Hindu community. This
takos both religious and social forms.
Thair movement under Ambedkar 1o seek a
morE positive identity ol the tme of inde-
pendancd was thwarted by Gandhi and
other communal paliticiang for political
reasons.  Mow that the Hindu community
has failed to integrate them in the last 30
yaars of our ‘"national’’ existence, they
ghould refuse to be fooled again by the
myth created by the high castes that they
are Hindus. The truth is that the untoucha-

bléd were never Hindus nor will they aver
become Hindus except in negative forms,
So the question before them is how they
should get rid of thelr negative identity
socially and religiously. It is time that
thay should now dacide for themselves and
do not allow anybody to exploit them, The
only way and the best way is 1o guil
Hinduism and announce it publicly. Thay
may lose the crumbs of reservations which
have reduced them to the level of perma-
nant beggars balore the closed doors of
the Hindus. The untouchables of Hah-
miat Nagar have sét an example by rencun-
cing Hinduism and thus gaining manhood.

But the way this converdion episodo 8
tackled is somathing unprecodenied. The
whole thing looks mystenous. Why did
Measnakshipuram réceive s0 much atien-
tion, Why did the Hindu press, which
always used to BUppress any news about
conversion, suddenly weni berserk over
Mesnakshipuram . There appears 1o ba &
mathod in this madness, thiz breastbeating
by the Brahming, the 505 of the Shankara-
charyas. It looks a3 if the sky is collapging
over Tamil Nadu. Aand this cry of ““waoll,
woll'" is not st evan after impar-
tia] observers decalred that there is no woll,
ngt dven 8 mouse,  Why this scare-mong-
aring 7

This is what makes us suspiclous
about the whaole thing- We feel there s a
deep-rooted conspiracy behind thess axer-
cises.  Somwthing big is in the offing.
Chiel Manister M. G. ., sabd thal convir-
shona to Islam are not new 10 Tamil MNedu,
A raport in the Hinou (July T) says M G R.
gEvD statislice 1o prove “'that almost avery
yaar from 1969 to 1978 there had been
cases of such conversion in two villages in
Bodinalckanur taluk, Madural District. In
Thrunelvel district oo thers had baen such
mase convergiong, in 1844, in 3 villsges
ivilving 170, 40and 27 Harjan familiss’",
In six othor willages alsp “"Harijans a8
families or indwidusls had taken 1o Islam
in the past. Soit was incorrect 10 B8y
that the conversion was & new phanos=
mangn’’, he said. Different Dalit organi-
sations have arived at the same COn-
clusion.

Then why all thiz un-ending deafening noite T A sort of a war-preparation 7 Our
information is that the R55 and other communalists sre planning 1o rpest Morsdabeds in
tha South, may be between Muoslims and untouchables themaalvas, Tamil Nadu has baan
0 for fraa from communal clashes, because, thanks 1o Perivar, it had slwayvs voted foe hig
fallowars.  To wrest Tamil Nadu from the Poriyar's followers and réstore the Brahmin
suprémacy the tawin intaraat-froa “‘vole banka' -schaduled castes and Muslims-are needed.
And the communal bigots cannot get 8 better opoortunity than the cument convorsion
controversy in which these hwopersecuted minorities are locked. This appasrs 1o bo the
gamd. W call both the Dalits, Muslims and Christians 1o bewasre of this fascist game and nip
it in the bud  Muslims and Christisn organiaations &l over [ndia and Tamil Madw in  parti-
culsr must immediatoly jump snd take positions. Dravida Khazagem, DME, Marxisis and
other Laft slementz should realize thal any chance given to the Hindy communalists 1o
poka thelr nosa will be a ssiback 1o their regpective MOVement.
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NO ARAB MONEY, NO FORCE BEHIND
(CONVERSIONS, SAYS “HIND!
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JAGJIVAN RAM & MAKWANA CRITICISE HINDUISM

Jagjivan Ram : sald in Agra that
""the Harijans who embraced Islam...—
had been left with no ather option. Ha
criticised the Hindu religion for denying
rights to Harijens. If the Hindus do not
accept the Harijans as Hindus, what is the
point in their staying within the fold of that
religion ¥ “"<the Hindu-30-85-81,

Pajawara Swami of Udupi : said in
Kurnol, (AP) that '‘caste Hindus were res-
ponsibla for driving Harijans 1o the arm of
othas religions. The Swamiji spoke re-
gretfully of the torment and humiliation
that caste Hindua heap on Harljans.. He
agreed that caste Hindus treat Musiims and
Christians with greater respect and tole-
rance/than Harijans " - the Hindu - 30-6-81.

Makwana : Union Minister of State
for Home said in Madras that " conwversion
could not be done by lure of monay or
coBrcian... What was wvery clear was that
the'Harijans had bean tréated badly, humi-
liated and atiacked and their property was
looted and burnt, From neswspapear repars,
it was obvious that out of humiliation and
ganger they had converted to Islam._.
the Hindu religious |leaders must, thera-
fore, learn from history-Hindu-24-6 1.

*Makwana said the Harijans who
ambraced Chrlstianity and Buodhism had
found thal casteism was being practiced
in these religions. also. Probably the
intelligent Harijans of Tamil MNadu had
chasen Islam which welcomed tham with
open arms’- UNI reports in Deccan
Harald-26-6-81.

V. G. Prasad Reo, Times of India,
Staff Correspondent at Madras, in 8 report
gaye - ‘It was not mere economic gain
that drew the Harijans into the Moham-
madan fold but rather a yearning for social

aqualty..... - Another interesting fact is
that some Christians have also become
Musalmans. This is obwiously to protest

against the ceste system imported into
Chrigtianity in  the South’’. Times of
India 1-7-81.

Threat to Embrace Islam : UNI
reportz from Salem that 70 untouchable
familiss of Devarayapuram village in
BMamakkal taluk of Salem district have
threatened to embrace [slam on Aug. 1 if
uniouchabillty practised against them by
the Hindus is not anded by than-Deccan
Herald 3-7-81.

Untouchables Externad P.R. Kuppu-
swamy, Advocate, Karur (T.M.)} writes :
About 600 untouchables are on bail with
the condition 1o stay 200 to 250 miles
ewey from Ramnad. They are starving.

MAKWANA VISIT TO MEMAKSHI-

FURAM @ Union Minister of State for
Home Makwana, who had earlier made an
appeal to the Shankaracharya of Kanchi
Kamakoti Pesta urging him to help stop
conversion of untouchables to Islam, visi-
ted Meanakshipuram and other Tamil Nadu
villages where mase oonversions had
taken place. Talking 1o newsmen on
Juby 4 at Madurai after the wisit, ha said
untouchables in Tamil Nadu were feeling
ingecure because of the rising criminal
atrocities of Hindus. He said ¢ Utter neg-
ect of the Harijans and insult and humili-
ation at the hands of caste Hindus were
gtated 1o be the ressons for the religious
conversions which were reported only in
Tamll Madu., He said the Harljans, who
had embraced lslam, had told him that they
had last faith in Hindu leaders and Hindu
gociety, a5 8 whole. Thosa who had baen




convarted falt they were treated with
aquality and respect by their co-religionists
........... conversion i$ happening because of
social injustice......Askad if he suspected
involvent of forelgn money......he said he
was not in & position to say anything on it.
The Govi. was investigating'’. -Deccan
Herald 5-7-81 gquoting UNI report.

"DRGANISER™ EDITORIAL - The R5S
official journal in an editorial under the
headiine : * From Meenskshipuram to
Rehamat Magar,” (5-7-B1) says: "If the
Harijans of Meanakshipuram had any grie-
wvances, they could have ventilated the
same and sought redross.  After all ours
i an opan and democratic society and not
an Izlami country where dissenters can be

flogged or hawve their hands or feat cut,
Why did anybody have to use their grieva-
noes to destroy  them socially, culturally,
emotionally ¥ We are very somy 1o say
that what has .happened in Meenakshi-
puram is not an outburst of local grievan-
ces but 8 small expression of on old cons-
pirecy-to destroy  Hinduzs, Hinduism, and
Hindusthan™, The editorial says : “'the
whale things s immoral...And in sofar as
it has excited Hindu-Muslim feelings, it has
threatened public order’”. K cally upon
tha Govi, 1o protest to the Srl Lanka govt.
for the misconduct of its Speaker, |t also

calls upon the Election Commission not o
recognise the conversions and demands a

probe into the flow of foreign money  into
India.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Wa have received a number of letters
from all over India and abroad wishing the
DALIT VYOICE™ all succeas, While we are
grateful to all these comrades, we raquest
them to pardon if we do not individually
respond We assure them that we will bear
im mind all their suggestions and particularly
criticisms.

We are overwhelmad by this show of
solidarity and affection. 'We naver expected
that the " Dalit Yoice'* would become such
an instant success. Amid this politics and
sax-ridden jungle of journais, the readers

thing new and refreshing. That means the
readars have appreciated our dedication (o
the Dalit cause. the philosophy of Ambed-
kar, sincerity of approach end our brutsl
frankness. We assure that in days o come
“Dalit " WVoice'" will be a trend-satter in the
higtary of Indian jouwrnalism.

A number of readers have asked us to
sond extra copies. But a5 we are financially
npt in position o print more copies, wa
requesl the readers to share the “Voice',
until we grow stronger. We pledoe to
keep up our word and five up to your

must have found in *'Dalit Voice'' some- expectations. —EDITOR
OUR LATEST PUBLICATIONS
1. Class-Caste Struggle —_ As.3-00
2. Brahminism _— Rs 3-00
3. How ToDestroy Caste System — Rs-3-00

Boak your order with :

DALIT SAHITY A AKAJEMY

109 / Tih Croas, Palace Lower Orehards Bangalore-560 003




A UNIVERSITY WITH 300

TEACHERS, 9 STUDENTS

Bangalore There is & unigque
“University'” with 300 teachers but only
9 students.

B. Basavalingappa, (Cong- 1) said in
the Karnataka State Assembly on June 30
that the Institute for Socisl and Ecomomic
Change heaaded by Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao, a
former Union Education Minister, had a
total swaff of 300, 12 senior fallows, 15
fellows and nine students. Thera is an
atternpt to deem it a University.

“"The Government must aither take
over this institution or stop the Rs. 2B-
lakh grant since it has been used 1o change
tha aconomic position of some retired
parsong ', the former Revenue Minister and
a notad Dalit leader of India, said. Des-
cribing it asa “rehabilitation”™ Institute, he
said thers was not even a single 5C candi-
date in M, "Whai social and economic
changes have they carried out in the last
10 years 7" he asked.

Tha Institute, located next to the
gprawling Bangalore University campus, ig
not only completely dominated- by tha
Brahming but it s meant for their welfare,
it is said. The ' Dalit Voice " will carry a
raport on this white alaphant shorthy.

CATHOLIC PRIESTS BACK
FISHERMEN
TRIVANDORUM July 1 : Twenty five Ca-
thalic priests in their soutans squatted and
fasted befors the state secretarial roday in
supoort of the demands of the fisherman.

The fishermen have been agitating for
a tota! ban on mechanised fishing in the
gea from June to August, which are the
monsoan months, when fishermen wsually
face unemployment.

The priests walked after tha morming
prayer, from the cathedral ehurch at Palaym

|

to the secratariat — one km o away.

Meenwhile, the Trivandrum fishermen’s
unisn announced that it would arganise
picketing of the secretariat from Saturday
unless tha state government ordered a ban
on mechanised fishing . (Times of Inda
2-8-18981.)

Letters ;-
WHY ISLAM ?
Durai  Anbalagan, Dalit Panthers
President, Dharavi unit, Bombay:
We came to know during our tour of
Tamil Madu that more than 10,000 people
in the State are planning to embrace 1slam

1o get egual status _
W sdmit that cenverslon to Islam will

bring status. But at the same time, Muslims
are less in number. By jowming lslam our
strangth will go down. Therefore | suggest
the Dalits to get converted 1o Buddhism.
Ambedkar had shown us the path.

The truth is thet Delits need no ‘religi-
oug conversion” but ‘spiriiual convarson .

Calits should think over this. By going
ovar 1 lslam they will never golve their
problem. On the other hand, Dalits will
lose tneir strength in popul ation,

|5 there any guaranieas that i fulure
our corverted Dalits will not be called
‘Harijan - Muslims” and they continue to
be untouchables like 'Harijan Christians’ "7

AMBEDKAR SOCIETY

Bombay , July 9 The People's
Education Soclety, Bombay, which con-
ducts 10 colleges and scores of other edu-
catinnal institutons In Maharastra, cele-
brated its 36:h foundatian day at Anand
Bhavan, Fort, Bombay, today when a
prayer gervice conducted by Ven. Bhikku
Anand invoking the blessings of Lord
Buddha

The society chairman, Justice R, R.
Bhaole, recalled the yomen services ren-
dered by Or. Babasaheb Ambeckar in
founding the soclety for the education and
other walfare activites of the downtrodden,

on this day in 1 Eﬁﬁ.i_TlmﬂED‘l India 10-7-B1})
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other educated Dalits, told him that they
warg ill-treated only because they were
Hindus. Therafore, they had
docided to quit Hinduism to gain
social status. Makwana admitted that he
had writtén latters o the Shankaracharyas
but this was wrong on his part. The
methods adopled by the Hindus would
provoks évin thoseond or two still remain-
ing 8% Hindug ineach family. If Hindus
bahaved this way, he said, nobody could
stop the axodus. Ha feared that even if a
single converl was assaulted that might
msult in & Hindu-Muslim clash causing
sorious réparcussions all over India. He
condemnad reports about Arab  money.
According to him il -tréatment by Hindus,
police atrocities and the frustration of the
youth wera the thres causes for the conver-
gions. He said very clearly that he was
not against conversions fo Izlam®®, writes
gur repregantative in Madras,

Az regards the allegations mads by the
R55 and other Hindu communalists that
Arab money was pald and that force was
ussd for convarsion, they must be spacific,
Which country paid the money, who
brought it and who received it and how
much 7 All thesa datails with their names
must be published. 5o also the names of
those who used force for tha conwversion.

Lntouchables and tribals all aver [ndia
are desperate.  Hinduizsm has made mince-
maoat out of them. They are suffocated in
the air-tight stinking dungeon of Hinduism.
It is thes desparation that is driving them
out of the Hindue fold. Ambodkar had
opened the gates and showed the way.
Even to this day, untouchables are a set of
poople who are negatively dsfined by their
axclusion from the Hindu community. This
takes both religious and social forms.
Thair movement under Ambedker 10 seak a
mare pasitive idenfity ot the times of inds-
pondance was ihwartéd by Gandhi and
other communal politiciang for political
raasors,  MNow that the Hindu eammunity
has failed to integrate them in the last 30
yoars of our "‘nabonsl™ existence, they
ghould refuseto be fooled again by the
myth craatéd by the high castes that they
are Hindus, The truth |2 that the untoucha-

bles ware nevar Hindus nor will they evar
become Hindus except in negative forma.
So the quostion before them is how they
should get rid of their negative identity
socially and religiougly. It is tima that
they should now decide for themselves and
do not allow anybody to exploit them. The
only way and the best way B 10 guit
Hinduism and announce it publicly. They
may lose the crumbs of reservations which
have reduced them 1o the level of perma-
nant beggars befors the closed doors of
the Hindus., The wniouchables of Reh-
mat Nagar have set an example by renoun-
cing Hinduism and thus galning manhood.

But the way this conversion eplsode is
tackled is something unprecadented. The
whole thing loocks mysterious, Why did
Meenakshipuram recaive 50 much anen-
tion. Why did the Hindu press, which
always uied to suppréss any naws about
conversion, suddenly went berserk over
Meenakshipuram?. Thers appedrs 1o be &
miethod in this madnass, this brasstbeating
by the Brahmins. the 505 of the Shankara-
charyas, It looks as if the sky I3 collapsing
over Tamil Madu. And this cry of ““wolt,
wiolf™' s not - stopping  even after Impar-
tial observers decalred that there s no woll,
not even 8 mouse. Why this scare-mong-
oring

This & what makes us suspicious
about the whole thing. We feal there iz &
deep-rogted conspiracy behind these axer-
cizes.  Something big is in the offing,
Chisl Minister M. G. R., said that conver-
gions to lslam are not new to Tamil Nadu.
& report in the Hindu (July 7) saye M G R.
gave stalistics to prove “that slmost every
year from 196910 1578 there had been
cases of such conversion in Two villages in
Bodinalckanur taluk, Madurai Distnct.  In
Tirunelveli district too there had been such
mask conversions, in 1944, in 3 villages
involving 170, 40and 27 Harijan families™",
in six other wvillagés also “"Harjans as
families or individuals had taken to Islam
im the past. S0 was incorrect to say
that the conversion was a now pheno=
manan”, he gaid  Diflerent Dalit organi-
gations have amived at the same con-
clusion.

Then why all this un-ending deafening noise 7 A sort of 8 war-preparation ¥ Our
information is that the RSS and other communalists aré planning to répeat Moradabads in

tha South, may be between Muslims and untouchables thamselves,

Tamil Nadu has bean

g0 far frea feom communal clashes, because, thanks 10 Parivar, it had always voted for hisg

fallowers,

To wrest Tamil Madu from the Paorivar's followers end restore the Brahmin

supreamacy tha twin intérest-fres *‘vote banks' -=cheduled castes and Muslimz-are needead.
And the communal bigots cannot get a better opporunity than the current conversion
controversy in which these two parsecuted minorities are locked. This appaars 1o be the
game.Wea call both the Dalits, Muslims and Christians to bewsre of this fascist gome and nip
it in the bud  Muslims and Christian organisations al over india and Tamil Madu in parti-

cular must immediately jump and take positions.

Dravida Khezagem, DME, Marxiste and

other Laft alaments should realize that any chance given to the Hindu communalists to
poke their noge will be a seiback 1o their respective MOVement.
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