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"THE DECLINE AND FALL OF INDIAN WOMAN

The much-publicisad International Women's Year has come and gone and 1o flatter the
female ago, the year is now stretched (o a decade, How long can we go on foaling the
fair sex like this 7 Has tha |NY done aw real good to india excapt for those holding
gaminars 7 Why should we be 3o hvpocoriticiel that we do nol want tg get down to
brasstacks ¥ What did the women of India gain by the V3-year rule of Indira Gandhi,

who has now launched her second heredi-

tary rula ? ‘Why not stop bragging of the
country's “"glorious cultural heritage’’, the

*Sita mage’ of the 'ndian womanhood? Why

not make her look into the mirror ¥ 0t 65
high time that we ponder over these ques-

tions at |mast after the publication of the
“Report an the Satus of Wenfan in India”
which laid bare in all makednass hir glam-
arus “ Sita image' . The report was sub-
mitted during Indira Sandhi's first term as
tha PM I:rutdasi:::lta being a Moman she never
implementad this report, Hesindia succes-
dadin abolishing prostitution in atleast one
State? On the otherhand retigion has justi-
fied Devadaslaystem.  Why do we hear ot
increasing cases of rape of women #  The
dacline and fall of the Indian ‘wornan can-

not ba 8 sudden discovery. We do not
watt the Government's offigial report to

prove that the Indian woman has baen a
chattel and a slave- The trick was played

on her as early as 500 8.C. from the days
of the Manu Smrili. Thne Laws of Manu
maks no bones about prescribing the
statug of a slave to woman. [t 5 true
gvary ofganised religion has - given &
gacond-class status to woman, No rell-

gon allows her to become a priest. No

woman has so far bacome the Jagaduru, a
Papeerthelmam. Barring socialisfcountries,

whare god and religion are a taboa, BVETY
capiralist-teudal country hasrreatedihe wo-
men cadly and the women bave put up with
it. We hava seen the true liberation of
wamen in China during our visit in 1380,
But no crebgion has committed greater
ctimes agsinst the women than Hinduism.

Let us look it the laws of the Manu.
What does .chapter 9 of the Manu Smriti

say: Manu directs that women must be
kept in perpetual dependence by the males
of their families ' ‘day and night™. Manu
ask% man never to trust a woman —whethar
sha bae hismothe:, wife, sister or daughter.

“"She may templ them any moment’”, says

Manu. He goes to the extent of saying

that woman may be abused, kicked or even

killea—no sin, 1115 8 one-way traffic with
Wanu, Any thing that a man doas 15 right
and the woman is slways wrong. There
is no court of appeal Why nota single

woman did raisa her littie veoice against
manu, who inflicted the most demeging

and parmanant wound on the Indian man-

hood 7 Is he not the enemy no- 1 of
Indiarn woman ? Hundreds of causes wera

clied for the decline and fall of Indian
wioaman and speakers at  seminars sand
conferences during the IWY cried hoarse
about them. Bul not even a single one of
them tried to trace the baginning ol the
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dacline and fall of Indian woman.,  Mota
single owe of them hit thes buli's eyve © We
Indians are pastmasters in side-tracking
the issue. ® indulge- in hseirsplifting
drgumenis without touching the basic
probieim, becauss the moment a8 Hindu
touches - the basic piooblem it is he who
gets hur} first, So the Hindus leave the
basic problem as it iz and indulge in
sophistry. the Hindus are more busy
trving 1o cure the symproms rather than
tha dizmase. ‘What then is the disease-the
basic problem ¥ That brings us 1o the
otficial “"Repost an the Status of Women'™',
The report in Chapier 1 cites the inequa-
lities  Inherent in the traditional social
structure pased on caste, community and
clan with socially accepted rights and
pxpected role of women which have a
vary significant influence on thg: status of
women™. From this we gan make owut
that the oificial committee knew full well
" that'the status of.woman is indeed hnked
wilh our valua system, with our hierachical
caste structure, Buf why did the commi-
tiea fal (0 attack this false. dangerous
value systam § Why this salling-to-wound-
byt-afraid-1o-furt policy 7 We ean't blanve
tha committes, Ater all Indians are known
for such thing. They can never think strai-
ght. Believe inchanging ooly the form but
not the content. It is foolish to tnink of tha
status of woman in isolation, Her decline
gnd fa'l is linked with the decay of the
Indian masses ss & wholewof which she is
a part.  Thosa who try (o separate the two
are deliberately doing so o divert our
attention from the existing realities i is
thase alements who try 1o higolight the
"“gpacial problams’’ faced by woman ;
prostititution, Devadeasi, rape. child mearri-
age. dowry, widowhood. suicides. widow-
burnimg, unwad mothers, destitute women,
Those who demand wrgent remedies (o
cure these "'ills"" do nof know that legis-
‘lation both at the Caniral and Staie lewval
doas wxist prohibiting these evels, The
official committes itself has made a deep
study of each of thesa special problems &
cama ta the conclusion that despie hgis-
fation prohibiting maty of these social
evhiz, the practics sudl persists in a much
mora  disturbicg scale  Acticles 14 15
awd 18 of the Constitution clearly spalls
out that tiece shall be mo discnmination
ggainst person: o0 grodds of sex, caste
ar craad  Fuartnar avary imdwv.deal shall
hava =qeal opportu ies o educatign and
employmaat Bt whare are all ihesa
freadsm ? Only in books  Mere legislatian
canaol bring about g0oial change  As long
gs the social-econamic inegualities persist
any attempt at reform well amount o mere
cosmetic changes. The official commintes

shedy ears owver tha posr [iterBoy
apong  the |ndar women., This s a
fevastating comment on the working.
ol our Congtitution and our judiclal
apathy. And -let it be remembered
;Ejm women are not the only wvictims of
this sordid state of affairs. The Untoucha-
bleg, tribals, OBCs, Muslims and other
weaker sactions are. also sailing .in the
sama boat. If Untouchables are by and
flarge working as slaves, the wife of the
Untouchable is the slave of the slave.
Therefore . exoloitation has™ been always
thare and it is the bane of Indian sociey.

If Hinduism is the cause of whe =00l

degradation of the vast masses of human
beings in India, women including Srabhmen
wiomen have been its first a d wo 51 v
tims. . Mahatma - Phoolay met with soff
opposition  from  Poora Brabhminsg
whan he arrangad for the remardage of a
Brahmin widow. Unfortunatsiy. whenour
“gociely women'' lgnore all whis and talk
only of the status of women and how Lo
improve [t they are simply copying the
Westerfi women libbers.  Whai 15 the
Wesiern.concept of womarn's b ¢ Throw-
ing away her bra and under garmant & 1
it for these reasons that the wesiern lib
mvemant is petering out sfice it failed 1o
integrate itself within a larger movement

for besic changes in the socin-economic

siructure. We hope the Indian women
libbars will ponder owver this and- try 1o
Hestroy thevary foundation of the problems
the problem of indian poverty ihat flows
gut of our seclal and aconomic inequalities.
The proverbial Indian poveriy s nof so

* much dus to economes exploitatign as due

1o social exploitation. htrle there hegs
bean such a balvhoo dudog the PWY in
the whola of the Westarn world, why not
even 3 whanper is heard in the socwelist
countries ¢ Has anybody Iried 10 examine
this 7. Why do our society ladies wani 1o
ignore the big sirides made in socialist
countries in the field of emancipation of
wamen ¥ The way China is treating the
women should bring shame 1o Usa B
Japan. Those who shout about women's
i in India should not go the Westarn way
at least after seding the achievamants of
their counterpart in socislist countrles. Lai
them know thar their salvarion lies in tha
total socio-economic transformation in the
Indian soclely, &z long as the Manu aod
his paiso~ous values pervade our socieiy
Hindu India canngt give a place of honour
to waman  Ler them work  (owards basic
changes in the =ocio aconomic stryciure
of the couniry by repudiating . Manu-the
woman-hater.  The trig woman can rise
only from the ashes of Manu i
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CONVERSION TO FIGHT SOCIAL INEQUALITY

fJ4. R. Antwal, chairmdn, Federation of the All lrdia SC[ST
Employees, P & T, New Delhi) _
Convarsion of IL.In't-u-m:hablﬁam Ialam hés assumed grest slgnificance in Indlan life,
Many moralists are vocal on this issues.  Dalits have gruesome tale 1o tell that for centu-

ries they have beon denled equal share in sochsty.

a3 human beings by the Hindws,
lerig a time as did the Untouchables. Thie
Hindu Dharma Sheatras have preseribed

that dalits cannotl own land, cannot wear °

new clothes, cannol enler teinple: and
schools, they cannot read and hear scri-
plures. They are unseeables. uynaproacha-
bles. How 1o survive under thess condi-
tiong hat besn & guestion. They should
o8l coarse greing and WESr WOIM-OUL
clothes. Inno part of.the world human
beings are subjected fo such intense
torture, that algo in the name of raligion.
Such s the remarkable feature of Hindu
riligion. How s true religion can divide
humans inta louchables and Untouchahles?
I am not criticizing Hindu rebgion but
pointing out only naked facts A " handiul
ol foreign invaders defeaied such a big
eountry as Indis and ruled ower it for centu-
« rigs, plundered s wealth and waluables,
Whils the high castés managed to adjust
with every foreign rule, dalits had to bear
the burden. They were driven desper and
deepar into sub human level, - This impar-
ted in them a profound sense of inferority
complex, Hindus mizsed one vitel fhing
that social cohesion rather than promodion
of religsous dogmas could strengthen the
nalion. On the contrary the Iendioids,
businessmen, religious leaders, 1he fashio-
nable eiite Conspinkd against tha Innocent
poor, itdh'l:i.a. naked Indi@n masses, parti-
cularly the Untcuchables. The dallts indeed

are the gréeatest apget oldnda and the real '

producers of wealth This must not be

lost sight of. But dalits are used only as

servaniz of Hindus., They are mads 1o live

bulow the poverty line by drugging them

wilth' the dops of Karma theory. It isa

wosdet how Lhis Karma theory is appli-
Fiv ’
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They have not been considersd even

Mever did men sulfer such & series of misfortune for g0

cable anby to the peopls lwing in Indi
where a section is made Untouchables by
the god,  How can god discrimmate bet-
wasn man and man F 0 is 8 remarkeble
feature of dalits that even under mosi
hostile circumstances they earned their
liwimg by the sweat of their brow. They
worked hard, however manial it might have
been, but they never rssoried 1o begging.
Tharefora, they never became o burden 1o
tha sociely. Histery bears wilness that
during the Musiim rule Hindus became
socond-clags citizens and when the Britigh
came both Muslime and Hindus becams
pecond-class citizens. In 1847, tha Hirdus
rmegained power. MNow, who are (heé
second-class citizens ¥ Mot the Muslims.
Having ruled the country for centuries
thoy are réfusing 1o vield 1o Hindu supre-
macy. Alio not the Sikhs, becsusa they
have & magnificent history of velour and
pacrifice behind them. Tha dalitz alons
arn left 1o be the second-class citizens
under the Hindu rule. They are starved,
naked, illteraie, meek, dumb snd deal.
How can anybody say India is a secular
state where o Brahmin feels himself poliu-'
ted even by the shadow of an Untoucha-
ble 7 In ordor to deny justice to daling,
Hinduz have a lgf of arguments to offer,
They are prepared for anything except
social eguality, But nothing short  of
gocisl equality ie acceplable to us. This
iz the crux of the problem. The Hindus
monoplise the public services by violating
svery law and the Constitution. They
have abways utilised the discration wvesied
in them by virtue of their position in Govt. -
services 1o the gross disadvantages of
dalite. Many 1ypes of strocities are



committed even upon those dalits who
have nathing to do with reservations just be-
cause thoy demanded the barest minimum
for their survival. Conversion to Islam
symbolises the extreme frustration of
dalits. It has become a fashion with
Hindus to speak contempluously of SC/5T
in regard to their intelligence ard undet-
standing. “‘Meril theory™ is dicoversd
solely to deny justice 1o dalits. If dalits
think that Hindus would ever concede
social equality, it would be the biggest
folly. Equality can be fostered anly amang
equals It is impossible 10 realise equa-
ii't'r among uneguals even if thay aré

womically equal. It is foclish to think
of reforming Hinduism as long aa the
corrupting influence remains in-their
“gacied soriplures’. Maanwhile, dslits
shoutd leave those professions and gocu-
pationg which are responsible for hatred
and humiliationss O

TERRORISM IN PHILIPPINES

HONG KONG : Since July this”™ year,
16 defenceless Subanons (a tribal minority
in the Philippines) have been killed by an
armed fanatical refligious group known as
*Rock Chrigt’, In MNorthwest Mindanao,
Philippines. People in the affecied arcas
gre £0 terrotised that 373 families have
evacuated their villages o seck refuge in
neathy towns  Most Rock Christ members

have been trained by the miisry 10 kil
the subvarsives’ '. VWhareas the majorily

al the peopls in the arsa have boycotted
the Juna slections. For about 13 yesrs

the slum dwellers in Rama 1V, Bangkok,
have bean struggling against eviction from

tha United Bangkok Developement Compa-
niy., A8 8 resull of locel efiorts and inter-
“hational solidarity support, the community

has succeeded in winning recognition from
the Development Company. Latsly the

Company has signed an agreement with
the Community on rohousing (he peopis

ondhae same site Bul the community wwill
gtifl have & long struggle as they will have

to work out the details with the Company
concarning the rehousing scheme, ]

CONVERSION TO BUDDHISM
* HELPS DALITS

Bombay : Tha conversion of dalits 1o
Buddhisnt has taken them 10 an altogether °
rew woorkd of fresh sir. Thia B dizcermible
particularly among the youth who have
completely shed the psychology of servi-
tude under which his forefathers groaned.
The Neo-Buddhist has not only completely
thiown away the rationdl and super-
stiticus sitirals prociised by the Hindus, but
has adopted & sciontific temper. He has
given up the Hindu gods and immersed
them in the nearby rivers and wells, What
wi g8a today in the Buddha-wadas are the
images of only Lord Buddha and Dr.
Amboedikar. He has also stopped per-
forming lowly dulies like catrying CAICEses
of dead animals, carrying desth massages,
callecting fuels for cooking. marriage feas s
of caste Hindus. sweeping village roads,
gtc. The new genersiion, daxposed to the
world of lgarning and knowledge, has
become psychologically indepandent of his
counterparts both in urben and rusal aréas,
The conversion, coupled with the spread

. of education, has thrown up a clsss ol

writers whose conbrioution 1o the Marath
litarature is most positive. (Special corres-
pondant of the Deccan Hersld, Mov, 3 [

RSS observes Ambedkar Day
“The Akhil Bharativa Vidyarthi Parishad on
Dec. & ohasrved the death .-'-niﬂlnrr_m
ODr B B #mbadkar as ° Sogial Equatity
Day'" all over Indis (Statesman-Drc. T}
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RESERVATIONS TO BUDDHIST CONVERTS:

DALIT TEACHERS PLEA

Aurangabad : The All-indla -Buddhist & SC College and University Teachers Confe-

rence heid hare on Oct. B8-9, 1981 was insugurated by Dr.

Cipak Kumar Barus, Head,

Department of Pali, Calcurta University, Dr. B.R. Bhosale, Vice-Chancellor of Marath-

wiada Univarsity, presided

play their “rola’” in the society kseping n
mind the saying of the Buddha, " Dhamm-
danam Sabbadanam Jiran'
rightéous discourse surpass all other gifts

Or. Bhosale advised teachars 1o follow the *

Buddha's maral principles s 8 code of
conduct. Prof. R. K. Kshirsagar conducted

the programme and Prof M. A Wahul ~

proposed avote of thanks, |1 was attended
by 300 delegates from varidus pats of
India,

The last sessien dealt with the organi-
safignal maiter. | was presidod over by
PrincipalM B Chitnis, Dy, chairman, PE 5,
Bombay, Prot. M. G. Meshram presented
the drafi constitution of the proposed ofga-
nisation of Buddhis:/S.C teachers and it
was spproved.  Principal D. M. Sandan-
shiv (Siddharth College of Law, Bombay)
moved the resolutions which were paseed
ungnimously :  The State and Central
Government should extend constitutional
raséivations (o tha Buddhist canverts from
SC A Chair in the nama of Dr Ambedear
be instituted in every university. That the
Chair in the name of the late Profl. Beni
Madhav be instituted i the department of
Pali in the Calcutts University as he was
the first Prof. and Head of the Pali dept
thers, that Dapt. of Pall be established in
every University, that the onanimous
resolation passed by both Heousas of tha
Maharashtra Legislature ﬂ'llﬂ:glrlg the
nama of Marathweda Univarsity as Dr,

Babassheb Ambediar University be imple-

mented by 1he Governmant of Maharashira,
That the birth snniversaries of the
Buddha and Ambedkar be daclared as
public halidays by the Government of Indla

The gifi of -

Prof. P 1. Sonkamble welcomed the delegates and Prof, M. R,
Garud presentod a brief resume of the canference.

Dr. Barus said that the teachers must
arnd by ol the State Governments, that 1he
laachings of the Buddha and Ambedkar ba
incleded in the study of all unwersities,
that starn asction be taken against those
who commit_afrocites on the Buddhist and
SCs The Executive of AN ledia Buddhist
and S5C College & University Teachors
organisation  elected Principal D N,
Sandanshiv  (Siddharth College of Law,
Hn:mhr,-] a5 progident, L

KARPOORI THAKUR {:ALLE
FOR 0.B C. MOYEMENT

A two-day all-India backward classes delg-
ates” conferance was hald in New Ceihi
on Dec 6. Addressing the conference,
Karpoori Thakws , 1o mer  Chief Minister of
Bihar, said that .there waz & need for &
sfrong backward clagses movement to gat
their damands accepled by LheG overmment,
It was urfortunata that the Government
wias reluctant 1o put tha B. P. Mandal
Commission roport  before  Parliament,
In his prasidential spssch, Brahm Prakagh,
8 tormar MP amd former Chiel Minister of
Dphi, amtacked the Govermnmment régerding
the backward classes in the Central servi-
eig.  He appedlad 10 the backward classes
to unite if they wanted to “'survive™. As
part of thiz struggle & big rally would ba

arganizid in Delhi in March,

+ According to the conference sppkes-
man, Suridder Verma, about 1,000 dele-
gates from all over the country attended
the conference. Some members of
Parliament D. P, Yadav, Jaipal Singh
Kashyap and Ram Nihare' Rakesh slso took
part in the conferance (Statesman, Dec, 7,



Letters to Editor :

Justice V. M. Tarkunde, New Delhi : |
" heartily congratulate DV for representing
the cause of the dalits & all other weaker
sactions. | wish it all success.

Saifuddin Insaf. Urdu poel, Bombay : |
have translated quite a few DV articles in
Urdu dailies & |r.mrna1s & pass on DV 1o
some Dalit Panther friends like Daya Pawar,
Arjun Dangle, Bagulji atc. Wa have regu-
lar discussion with them on DV. We are
all with you in your fight to Ilharata the
» pppressed.

Gert Ruppell Hamburg, W. Germany :
W wish you all success for the work you
are doing to support the people’s struggle
for a just & betier society-

&. G. Sardesai, CPI leader, Bombay : |
appreciate the emotional eonviction with
which you champion the cause of dalits &
other weasker sections g8 alsd your un-
compromiging fight against RSS & other
forces of Hindu reaction.

T P Kuttlammu, president, Islamic Cen-

tra, Calicat : Change of religion can’t be.

done as an expedient or as a solution for
some social ills. 1t is & very serious matter.
Buddhlam has bean absorbed into Hinduism
& | wonder if conversion to Buddhizm can
golve the problems of dalits. [slam will be
a ravolutionary change. Even that should
be done by each individual or groups of
individusls after proper study B conyiction,

Frem Kumar, Ambedkar
Magercoil, FN : We are at the extreme
south, Dr. Ambedksr is not at all known
in this part s the saviour of Untouchablas.
Hardly any litarature on him is available in
Tamil. To joln the Panther movement we
argrbadly in nead of dalit literature & DV
has filled this wacuum. Through that wa
have coma to know the dalits in other
parts of India,

% R Euttan, president, Karala Varnava
Soclety, Trivandrum ; We are 5Ca. Our
women take o washing clothes and men

Sangham, -

climb cotonut irees, The Varanavas are
guffering discrimination in Kerala.

Mavanectham, Kumbakonam, TN | don’t
know which parts of India are covered by
DV.  But | have a suggestion : DV is in
English but the contents are so wseful to
dalits that it needs to be translated tolocal
langusge. English can't be undersiood
even by 0.5 pr of dalits. So with the halp
of athar minorities thev can plan languege
editions of 'DV. Towards this | suggest
formation of an agsociationrcalled " Brother-
hood of DV Readarz'" in every State which
in turn can plan language editions, TN
being the most progressive State, our’
Madraz delit comrades can mzke a
bigginning.

Durai Anbalagan, Dalit Panthers. Bom-
bay : The Maharashtra Govt. is out o
smash ug with the help of the Shiva Sena
and the police.

5 P. Rana, Deesa, Gujarat : DV is com-
img wp wvary well. We are very much
gnlightaned by reading it.

M. C. Ashmella, Bombay : | like the path
taken by DV and the Dalit Sahitya Akedemy
which has produced wonderful books.
We will suport you. | am named after &
Muslim mosgue here, | am the editor of
Anjamai, a Tamil manthly, which is now
stopped for want of funds. Our relatives
got converted as Chrigtians & Musims
My father hated Hindyism. Soam . In
our Tirunelveli dt. daliis are_attecked by
Hirdug. Lot of them were murdered, It
iz dangerous to live there . DV must write
about all these & expose the Hindu frea-
chary

5. J. Sadig Pasha, DMK leader & ex-i-
nigter, Wadias ;@ Several aricies of DV

really scho the voice of the persecuted

minoties.  We wish you all success.

Dr. Muomtaz Ali Khan, professor, Agri-
culiure University, Bangelore @ You can
alwais count on my SUppoit 1 the dalits.
| entirely agree with your criticlsm of our
gocial scientists” lack of interest in deing
research on the r'_."luslirn proolem.
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" Fed., Madras :

Dr. K. V. Pandulai, 1T, Madras: | am
glad to learn that the Dalit Sahitya "Akade-
my has baan set up at the insiance of an
eminant writer like Dr. Mulk Raj Anand,
The emancipation of the Untouchables of
India can come about only by organised
caste war just as the liberation of Ameri-
can civil war.

Praf. M. K Subramanias, Erode, TH:
My talk on untouchability for the benefit
of students of Madural Universiny was re
corded in the Trichy AIR station an Nov
189, Programme sxecutives objecied to
cariain porfions which | was asked o ré-
mova. Tha broadcast was scheduled for
11 pm that day and the morming  bulletin
announced the schedule. But the progra-
mime wis withdrawn.

E. Elumalai,” Madras :  We are happy
that DV has gained the support & symgathy
of ali sections. How long thess high' ca-
stes would suppress & blackmail us. Re-
garding the |MF laan for Rs. 500 crares a
considerable portion should be earmarked
to acquire farmiands to the dalits

T. Balu, SC/ST Telagraph Traffic Emp.
Dur war against casie
should not stop at writing articles & books.
Thoughts must go into action. Accept
our sincers mngm_:ulatiuns at your etiors
at exposing the res problems facing the
society. DV n&eﬁmalluut support of da-
lits &l over india, .

A J. Shetty, HWombay : ~ Whatever help
wa arg doing to DV, we consider it as a
greaf privilege and joy. it is a real pppo-
riunity or us to serve,

¥ - Balraj, Trichy, TN : Thers is none
to direct the dalits in TN.  Even the DK
movement is not so much concerned with
dalits. We have lost faith in &l political
parties,

V. Ashok Kumar, Guniakel, hl" J was
vary much impressad with DV
Diwakar Kakodkar, Goa : | wish you all

success in the gigantic task of Fghting
case, "
Walter Fernaades, Indian Social Institute,

Mew Delibi = We have read. many of the
DSA publications and were wvery fmuch
impressed. | assure our support. for your
good waork ?

Tdara ¢ Alhasmath, Hampur., l'P Wy
happy to ses DV, Permit. us 10 usa your
articlas in our puhlcations.

Sister 1. Gomsalves, Vidya Jyoti, Dedhi ; In
your editorial V' Dalit Life is the chaspest ',
{DV Mo 4} you insist thay Indian poverty
iz more due to socisl ressons than due o
economic factors.  Some peopie algo con-
cerngd with dalits say caste & sconomic
advantagé go hand in kand and that the
only way to break casts is tackie econo-
migl ineguality a8 8 people united, thus
facing those whe make decigions. Buortl
find that the entire body of established
myths tend to uphold the stetus guo and
aconomic ralisf will be temporary i the
myths do not change,  What do you say 7.

Mohd. abdul Hag, Ahmedragar: OV
must be reag- by every educated dalit &
mirariyy as it gives clear picture of their
plight & exposes the false propoganda of
the “national press.”” | have shown DV
& D5A books 1o my dalit & minority colie-
agues & ali of them appreci@ted it.

Y & Lokhandawala, president, [Indian
Rationalist Assn,, Bombay © OV % render=-
ing yeaman service by sxposing the un-
adulterdted true facta without fear or fa-
vour concerning the present conditions of
dalits & weaker seclions.

* wyed Asghar Husaio, 18% {reid.), pre-
sidant, A-i. Federation of Minorities & We-
akar Sectiong; Hydarabad : ~DV is coming
up vary well. Manadas & Nagappa, both
ex-MPE, are working 1o popularise DV in
Andhira,

5. Spdbeer  Amalapuram, AP
dent of Rolia Palem?®

& resi-
Amalapuram, Tg.,

,was killed by Hindus on a charge of thedt.

API has taken up the maiter. We demand
& full probe,

Shaheer Alam, Ghowakpur, UP: ov
must be a propogator of the epidemic  of

frigndghip between dalits and minorities. [_]



RS. 5-CRORE R.S.S. FUND TO RECONVERT

UNTOUCHABLES ' ey

(Owr corraspondent )

MNew Delhi : The Vishwa Mindu Parishad of the RSS has announced its decision to spend
Rs. 6 crores in the first phaso to “re-convert™ Muslima and Christians back ta Hinduism
and sg Untouchables. A spokesman of the VHP told & press confernce hers on Dec, 15
that this move wase 10 “counter the menace of mass converslon of Hardjans in the coun-
try.” In persuance of this decision the RSS has already launched a country- wide drive

gnd the pro-RSS “"national - press’” has
baen dally putting out reports of such
reconversions of Muslims and Christisng,
But one such mass reconvergion, oF per-
haps the biggest, of ""Harijan Christiang’"
te Hinduism in South Kenara dt. of Karna-
taka was found 10 be a utter hoax. Tha
Bangalore correspondent of the prestigious
Sunday. a Caleutta weelkdy (Dec. 20)
visited Belthangay and after an interyiew
of the converts said the antire RSS game
was a big stunt. The “"Harljan converis'”
1o Christianity gonfinue 1o . remain  Chilg-
tians at home but only Hindus for purposes
of Govt. record The fndfan Express
correspondent had reported that Harijan
Christians ware bribed by R-S agents
This was confirmed by the Catholic church
authorities of the area. Similar reconvar
slons claimed by the RSS and its differm
front organisations are also found 1o be
false. However, the RS3 has beed spen-
- ding lakhs of rupees on such reconversion
of Untouchables and tribals, and its tempo
is likely 1o incrasse in dyws 10 come. Govt,
oificers are said be acuvely abetting in
this effort of the RSS. Not only that, the
RSS and its agents |ike the Pejawara
Swami, Shankaracharayes and soma big
buginess housos have been bribing poor
dalits and making them address “"Hindu
unity”* conferences. They are also being
coached te gay that dalite should not guit
Hindulem but ba good Hindug, In sevaral
parts of India these efiorts of the R55 s
lsading to communal unrest RSS spokes-
mar said in Delhi that soma foreign-based
organisations were responsible for carry-
ing out mass conversions. Recently mass

conversions had waken place inMasnakshi-
puram in TN. Millions of pra-dollars weri
being utilised for converting Hanjans and
othar gections of Hindus to lslam in this
country  The spokesman said that a smis-
ter plan had bean formulated by S0
foraign agencies to convart milions of
Harijans and other weaker sections of the
Indisn people to lslam, O sar 1,500 paople, *
miogtly women and children, took a pledges
to aradicate untouchability 8t a Community
lunch and unily conference at Valmiki
Colony here on Dec-20. The funchon,
organized by the Viear Hindu Samaj, was
prasided By Or Karan Singh, MP. J

ANNOUNCEMENT

Wa regret 1o note that some friends
have not remivad their yearly subscris
ption of Rs, 10, We are bringing owut
the icurnal with great diffecully.  Wa
néead your halp. Subscrplion may be
sant 1o the DSA address ghven on
page 12,

PUBLISHERS.

People’s Education Socicty’s
Siddharth Publication

Anand Bhaven, D N. Road,
Bombay, 400023 -

Dr. Ambedkar's Magnum Opus
“THE BUDDHA AND HIS DHAMMA™
Second Edition,

Price Bs, 30 plus postape Bs, 3/25,

Discount 10 coples and more | 25%
< . {MNo. Y.P.F). /




9

CHRISTIAN TRIBUTES TO DALIT VOICE

_ {John B. Kutinha. National Public Relations Secretary, All-India Catholic Union)

L&t me sxpress my sincere thanks as a
Christian, for your enlighting - editorial In
<" Dalit Voice' (Oct. 16.) on the plight of
the Chrigtian"community in India and the
crual and the subtle game being played by
some of our communal-minded Hindu bro™
thers in our country. While congratulating
vou for your axcellent-and analyhical pre-
santation of the case of tha Christlan -
mmunity in India, | also admire your cour-
age for yvour forthrightness and fearless
attempt at exposing cartin CONspIrécies

that are being hatched 1o undermine the |

good work turned out by Christians in India,
You have, indeed, rendered a greast sani ca
1o the Christian community as well as to
the Indian society by writing such an edi-
rorial that rranscends the " domestic wall™’
of casie, creed and ideclogy. Every Chri-
atain in India who wishes o survive and
algo 1o continue o render his shars of
garvice to the progress and the transtor.
matian af snciety in india must read your

edivgnal.  If only a tew more persone like
you In Indis were to come out apanly in
sxpréssing their minds in  uneguivecal
terms ard damanding fair-deal o Cheisti-
ans, it would notl only restraim 1he miliant
Hisdu communabste from their © Dear-bai-
Jing' of Christians at every level, bur it
would also, | am sure. encourape the pea-e-
loving Chrigtians (o carry on with their hu-
manitarian work of feeding the hungry.
clothing tha naked. tending the sick ana
enhightening the ignorant, unhindered and
without interference. Thisis the
principla  af thaeir  religion, the wery
principle of their lile on earth.
Mav God bless wyour good work
and grant you greater strength 1o carry on
with your exemplary work of championing
the cavse of the dalits, especially by edi-
ting the ~"Oalit Voice ", the wvoice of the
persscuted minonties of India, which
should open the eyes of all the dalits® gnd
also the eyes of those who oppress them.[ ]

R.S.5. CRITICISES
DALITASTAN

(Express Mews Scrvice)
COMB2TORE: K Sudarsan, R5S leader,

warngd 1he nation  aganst international
conspiracies tocreste a "Daliastan” in India
by ingtigating- Harijans,  Addressing a
public meeting here, he saida recent conte-
raca of 36 Islamic nations held in West
Azia hed chalked out 8 10-year plan to
‘lalamiza” the aight crore Harjans in
india Another conference of
Chrigtian missionaries held at  Bangalore,
which was sttended By delegates from 14
countries, had also called for intemational
affort in support of India’s Harljans and
wribalg. Sudarsen said the recent events
of mass conversions a1 Meenakshipuram
should be viewsd in this background.
(Indran Express Dac-20) b L1

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
FOR DALIT VOICE

Annual : Rs. 10

Single copy :  0-50 Paise
Subscription may ba paid through MO
Clutstation cheagues mus: include bank

Commission.
Owerseds subscribers must bear airm.ail
chaeges
Oiganizsations of dalits & persecuted
minonties may sesk concessions,
NEWS - STAND 5S4LF

Arrgngements arg being made lor sale of
Voige in Stme capitals and other centres
News-agents may wite for particulars
of commission, etc
Diatite and representatives of persecuted
minorities taking up sale of Vaice will
il higher commission,

Phone : 33854
Dalit Sahitva Akademy,
108/ Tth'crogs, P L. Orchards,
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BLACK-OUT & BLACKMAIL BY

BRAHMIN - BANIA PRESS -

(Kanshi Ram, President, BAMCEF. New Delhi)

The so-called national prese or the manopoly préss is in reality the Brahmin-Banla press
ifi thiz Brahmin-Bania combination, Banias supply the funds and the Brabmin the pen.
Such a press always stands for the value system that benefite the Brahmin-Bania combine.
It is, therefore, the beunden duty of such 8 press to either blackout or Blackmani those

who work against that value system-
BAMCEF is such an organisation that
waorks for the oppressed and the exploited
and thereby against the value system that
benefite the Brahmin-Bania combine.
Mews regarding BAMCEF was, therefore,
blacked out dufing its formative years.
Now thati BAMCEF bas giown big and
does big things, blackout of its news is,
therefore,” ending and black-mail mwst
start if the press is 1o protect the interest
of its masters Dwring the tansitory poerod
sthere may be mix-up of both the blackout
and blackmail  Some thing like thas hap-
paned 1o BAMCEF durning s drd Mational
Convention af Chandigarth =~ The two jea-
ding Englsh  dailies inferviewsd me on
" Oer. 15, 1981, the seco-d day of tha con-
vention. Some portions o the intervicw
were s0 twisted that they gave impression
of BAMCEF working agaimst the wvary
objectives for which it was constiiuied
and so0 much pain has been underiaken by
s0 Many years to bring it tp the level
where it is seen today. The iwist o the
reporticg of the mtery aws was  sxplained
to the delegaips Gurl: g he Coming Ses-
sions iteelf. For furture, our stand will be
1w give.the explanation oaly through cur
own * publications. We cannot depend
upon the Brahmin-Bania. press even for
fair reporting of the explanations, Let us,
therefore. build our. own strong press and
news service -85 quickly as possibie 10

counter the anticipated blackmail by the .

Brahmin-Bania monopoly press | While
ineugurating the convention, Karpoari
Thakur, former Chisf Minister of Bihar,
launched all-our attack on the roots of

w

Hinduism—Brahminism. He said: “Thera
ara two currents of ideclogies prevalent in
the Indian Society—ona is liberel, patro-
nised and led by Maharshi Balmiki, Sant
Ravidag. Kabir and Guru Manak in olden
davs and by Mehatmea Jvotiba Fhoole,
Farayna  Gury, Periar EVR and B R
Ambedkar in the recent ; while other is the
arthodox B discrimicaiory  blessed and
brought up by Brahminism-spirit of inegua-
lity. This is the ideclogy which has de-
prived all of us our rights Tor our self-deve-
lopment and led us to demoralisation and
destruction of independent identity. since
this path has caused our demoralfsation,
wa must make all etforts ta up-root Bra-
hminism from this land, Then anly we shall

. be able to enjov the real fruits of demacr-

anc fife’.
Reacting to tha recaption given ta him,
Thakur said : | am really very fortunate

to be present among vou on this auspici-
ous day on the occasion . of 3rd Waiional
Convantion of BAMCEF, | was nol awars
that tha smplovess of the oppresssd and

axploited communities could ever - build
such 8 biggest and tremendous oOrganis-

ation in the shape of BAM .EF | newvar
witnessed such a big and syslematic arra-
ngemenis like this. Hinduism does not
teach equality, fraternity ard respect lor all

It for their duties but never allows to have

rights. Under this religion no Shudra could
hear Vedas. what to speak or read. [f any

Shudra found hearing, or reading Vedas,
his ears were dumped with hot |ead lgud

and hig tounge was cut-off. This would
have continued far any number of years,

had Dr Ambedker not taken birth among
us.  No body would have dared 10 take
education. It is only Hinduism “which is
full of inequality, Mr. Thakursald{courtesy:
Opprassed fndian, Mov, 1881} [
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. CHRISTMNII‘.Y FAILS IN BATTLE

AGAINST CASTE IN S—-INDIA

M. E. Prabhakar, Bangalore)

The TN conversion reports speak of Harijan Christian converts to have said in reply 10
“Why do you want fo become Muglims 7 7 that
are already divided into three major grdups |

the guestion,

nando Christiang (fisharmen),

“Tha Catholic Chiistians

nadar Christians, Piliai Christians and Fer-
The Protestants afe also riven with caste differences.

Evan the Christian religious heads of the Tirunebveli disiricl are appointed keeping the

majority cormmunity of the area 4n friimdd,
Communalism is rampant. Thus even if a
Harijan becomes a Protesiant or Catholic

he has to remain a Harijjan for ever”
{!niffan Exprass, 1.6-81)  Arthur Pais in
his article, South India’s Casteist Catho-

lice ", refers to Adi- Dravida Catholic Assccis
ation in Trichy saying : *"Wa are discri-
minated agalnst in life, our cofpses are no
better”, referring to the separsie ceme=
tries far Harljang and casie-Christians. |
myself came across & situation in K K
district  when a dead -Harijan Christian
could act be buried anywheare axcepl un-
der lhe tamariod tree of his landlord, to
gnrich the vield! My shocked comment
was that the poor labourers enrich he
fislds of the landlords with their sweat

~wehille they are alive, and enrieh thedr mas-

ters groves by the same minerals derived
fram his decomposing body, evan alter
their death | Arthur Pais reporis of diz=
crimination agamst the nums of Harjan
arigin, since: they could -npt  brng  the
requisite dowry (o the church. Tnay were
given ail the dirty jobs to do, “'all in the
name of Christian humility and 1o comme-
morata thﬂ suffaring of Christ'* The
conflicts are between the Eathnlu: Vellala
and Wadiyar Christidns er the Camaoranes
and Tapelites among Fernando Christians ;

Nadar and Syrian Christians or Vellalas The
Harijans join the smaller churches or belie-
vers groups, ofteh 1o escape caste-domi-
nation and some have even gone over 10
Hingduism. Add te this the Mala-Madiga
canl!ints in &P or Haoleya-Madiga conflicis

in the Karnatake Chyrch, or Syrian Chrig:

pian - domioation over the Hanjan Christians
ilzhavas, Pulayans) in Kerala, and Madar-
Harijan dwide in the Madras area.” 1he
South Indian picturg appears rather hopa-
jess | And yel, the guestion of casl- s
not publicly acknowledged or debaied, ard
of, maore concern is the silance of ihe
churches ower the "M conversions and
indictments againgt the churches. ']
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lHTI WEHAH & ANTI-LOW CMTE TRENDS -IN CHUHCH

ot life-family relationship, marriage,
eppointments, social relationships, church
affiliations etc. Al the traditional and
cultural prejudices of the society have been
adopted by the Christian community, The
church policy is dominated by the alite
gections of the Christian community. This
strengthens the idealogy of the powerful
“and the casfe-class domination within. the
church. To this day, the church has not
been able to do away with sexism within
the church structure and in its thinking.
Though thera are many women wha have
: made a mark in various fields including
ﬂ'nanluplcal aducation in the church they
are not given sdeguate representation.
They have been customarly given Infesior
positions aven in religious orders specially
those from the lower caste-class back-
ground. Tha Joint Women's Fregramme,
wam!nm. cannol ignore the women in the
church while it is concerned with women
In geaneral espacially thoso church women
who are in the rural areas and wiban
slums. - The organistion of women mn the
church must have the twin objectives of
involvement in the struggle of women in
society and in the Chorch,  Howevar the
JWP must avoid the frap of being Ccon-
firmed 10 ihe sliest group ol women in the
church. Just as in the case ol Socisty in
general, i15 thrust is towards he waaker
. gections of women in the grass-roots.  In
~ the church also its emphasis has to be on

{Jyotsna (hatterji, g
The Church by and large has tailed to have the right perspective concermning woman and +
~ thesocisty in genseral, Tha same sacial avils are reflected in church, the same discrimination,
towards the lower castes, classes and women, Those attitudes sre reflected In all aspects

- yarious regions, where we are working

Hangalore)

the majority of the women in the congreg-
ations who are poor, oppressed and po-
werless. This explains our emphasis in the

with Christian women, more and more our
conferences, training and action progha-
mmes are through the regionsl languages at
the grass-roots level around the issuss that
are ol importance te them. &t the same
time we also work with more fortunate and |
educated among the women in the hope
that they may gain” the right mr&p&rlw:-
and became invalved In the struggle for a
community $ e

STRENGTHEN BRAHMINISM:
BRAHMINS TOLD
MADRAS Dec.: A three:day all-India
Brahmins convention opened here on
Dec. 26 with a call for all the sections
among the Brahmim commiunity fo uniie in
the fight for egqual rights in employment
and other benefita.  In his inaugura; add-
ress 10 the 15900-o0dd. delegaies from  all
over India, Pattem Sivaramakrishna Aiyar
of tha Kerala Brahming” Assaciation, asked
the Brahmin ineleciuals io fing wayvs of
raising the Brahmins' standard of leing: -
while . stréengthening the foundstion of
‘Brahminism’. Growing u remployment,
‘unethical” dowry system and the negiect
of the aged were among the prime issues 5
before the convention, Aivas said. e
{Indian Express Dec 26) ; 0
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