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l A mwsrlTUTmuL FRAUD ON DALITS

A report of a ““Harijan, Chrlman

organisation appearing on pagf 14

has raised several vital dssues'on which dalits and other persccuted mino-
rities must deeply ponder and come to a decision.

the All-India Scheduled Caste Christien
Leaders Council, Bangalore, says:
that “‘corstitutionsl reservations
given to Hindu Schedu'sd  Castes have
been denied to. thoze SC= who got con-
verted to Christianity. In order-to belong
to SCs as ‘per the Presidential QOrder of
1250 and te be eligible-for resernvations. .o
cond t'on is put that one shou'd profess
This is.an
unconstitutiora! cend.tlen. It is nothing
but showing preference to thése wo reli-
gions.  Ina sécu & elate, the Swbe shall
not prefer one religion to, another. Pam
3 of tha Order is. therefore. repugnasnt to
and ggaingt the fundemental rights under
Artic’es 15 (1) and 25 of the Corstitution.
The right 1o change ones ieigion iz a
fundamental right and thesa . rights have
been infringed upon and viclated by the
order of 1860°°, it says. The communal
Hirdes who led the Gu'arat casté war of
1981 against _da'its ard the earlier caste
wWars agnlnuwnrd c'asses In Bihar

and UP. the "Oppiessed Empoyees

Union™ which went up to the Supreme

Court chalienging - the reservaliong in
promotions in the Rei ways., and many
othars including those in the govt. are all
violently demanding thsi reservations be
madeé nol on the basie of caste but pove-
rty. - Many Brahmin conferences have

aircss note issued by
passed reso ut that economic status

f'one ha'l ba the basis for reservations.
The Hindu press is feading this chorus for
“economic criterion”’.  Their hean is
b eeding for the poor-inetpectve of caste,
religion or anything elso. All over India
orfle. sing'm sopan  is  magnified :
“poverty yardstick” 10 measure back-
wardress, "resenations on the basis of
poverty™ . As the communal Hindus own
& contre! everything including the press,
the fosh & cry of the persecited minorities
demending “‘caste criterion’” is dvowned
in this din. But those, who demand

“economic crifersion’”  should apply it
ur formy in at’ cases. They cannot say
economic criterion for some and coste
criterion for others as it suits them. They
argue that Indwidual or maszs corversion
ta Christianity orlsam will not
imorove the aconomic etstes of Untoucha-
bes and ribas.  Comeersions wid not
wipe out poverty.  Whan they aré S0 sure
af this and when they also shout thet all

i poorirespoctive of caste B religion shou.d

pot resenvation & want all poor shou.d be
treated equaly. why don't they put for-
ward tht: SAME ATQUMEnt in favour of resa-.
rvations to Buddhist and Christian u:m-
verts 7 Why did the communal Hindus. so

keen about economic criterion. fight for
caste criterion when it came to the ques-
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ton of rocre'tment to posts of archakes
{temp'n priests) wunder the Tamil Nadu
govt. 7 \Why the courts, which also join
this chorus for economic criterion. rule in
favour of casta criterion in the case of ar-
chakas-a post reserved oxclusivaly for Bra-
hihing ? That means the communal Hindus
want 16 heva the cake and eaLit too.” For
. denying reservations to converts they
apply caste criterion. But to bacome
archakas in govt. tempies they want casts
criterion. Best of the both worid.  They
want both economic. criterion and caste
criterlon.. The oniy criterion Is that i
must be advantageous to tham. ‘What the
ruling ¢ass says is right, but what the pe-
rsecuted minorities say is wrong. This is
the ‘ogic ¢f ail fascist argument.  Policg,
prosecutor, judge & hangman ali combi-
ned in ond. How diabolical the commu-
nal Hindu mind could ba | Whi.e we leave
it thosae “‘Herijan Christions” end neo-
Buddhists 10 cha! enge this b atant discri-
minat'on on grounds of caste and re igion-
specifically prohibited undeor the Constitu-
tion - wa draw the sttention of the porsg-
cuted mingrities to yet another important
issue : how “ressrvations™ have been ug-
ed by this nuiing class to safeguard the in-
terests of Hinduism. This becomes cloar
if we sea the proceadings of the Contitu-
ert Assemby. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar has-
said that Untouchab es are not Hindus.
And in faut the ruling ciass of India did
not consider them sa till the sany part of
this century.  The Congréss Party took no-
tice of this centuries-o d probem only in
1917, Gandhi entered politics in 1919 &
pamed them ""Harijans™. It is only Ambe-
dkar's histouic Fight for separate elacto-
rata for Untouchab'es in 18308 that wnn-
erved the communa’ Hindus who thought
thzt any bréakaway of this vast chunk of
obedient and fres labour — "hereditary bo-
ndsmen’’,  as Ambedkar described them
~forming the foundation of the Hindu rali-
gion will bring down this mighty edifice of
Hinduism. The Poona Pactof 1832, signed

betwedh Ambediar and Hindu leadars in

Yerwada jai! of Pune, was the resulL.

Ever since then the communal Hindus
stepped up efforts 1o “Hinduise tho
Harijans” and wriba's. The mass con-
version of Untouchab'es to Is'am in 1881

_ has 'aunched the second phase of their

aceau’t 1o “seve Harijans'" by attacking
Musiime and Christians. Here we wou'd
like to drew poirted ettention to the
constitut’ona! fraud against dalits : how
they weie removed from the status os

“minorities” and declared an integral

part of Hinduism. And how the ruling
class menoeuvred to use the Constitution
and govt. to strengthen Hinduism. [t is
in the light of this we have to examing
the “"Harijan Christians” genuine com-
pant . How the concept of justice to
pooTr Sections come to mean privi'eges to

_ ihose who remain loyal to - Hinduism .

and how such a double-standard was
enforced through resandations which g 50
serve ot a double-edged wespon. Loya-
liste rawerded. Tebas punished, A
De'h’ pross report said a Maharashiza
da egat'on of neo-Buddhists met tha then
1y Prime Minister Jagitvan Ram who said

" thet meurvation was baing denled to tham

a5 a punishmen for quittng Hindu'sm &
fo owing Ambedkar 10 Buddhism., Dous
it not concluswaly prove that ressivat ons

have been used to punsh rebe s ik Ambe-

dekar and reward loya'izts ke Jagiwan
Ram 7 To promots Hinduigm 7 The " obas

" lition"" of urtowchab! ity (on peper) in thi

Coratitut’en but continu'ng to.pract ce it
inrea 'ife has senyrd two purposas. It
broucht  intemationa’ Jgity to tho
“gieal Hindu symos Untouchs-
bes. But e study of tha speeches in the
Constitvent Assemb v will show that 'ead-
ers ke Jawahar al Neheu. Sardar Patei &
athers agreed to "abalish™ untouchab! ity
nal becausa of any real concem for Lhis
grave prob'em. Untoucheb &% had been
all along considerad “‘minorities™, The
process of removing them from this cate-

[Cont. on Page 12.]
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A BLACK AMERICAN’S RECIPE FOR

REVOLUTION IN INDIA

M. Merharodgdin, W, USA) :
Ona of the reasons for fndia’s vears of bagkwardness and poovarly /s Hindufsm, The
caste system and untouchability end the inhuman treatment by the so-called “high™ caste
Hindus tewards the dalits and other minorities is & big obstacle in the way of progress of

India,
minarites, who constitute over 50 of
the population, does not holp a nation to
progress. and develop itself. © A nation
cannat develop if a vast portion of . its
population is hirrassad, propartics looted,
houses bumt. Their farms are destroyed and
they are perseculed. killed in masses and
burnt alive. Emanicipation of the dalits
and other impowverished .5C and ST from
*Hinduism will lead io the progress and
prospécity of the nation and India will be
a free country. It is not vet free. Although
India got rid of the Englishman, tha' sla-
very. oppression and exploitation is stil!
continued by a people called Brahmins

and, other ‘high’ caste Hindus. ‘Whan the .

caste system, untouchability, oppréssion,
expioitation and persecution of the dalits
and other minorities is abolished totally
from the scene of the Indian society then
the people will have the real fresdom. A

fres country means that itz people should |

be frea and not its rivers, its mountains, its
jungies. Thess things are always fres and
will remain frea. It is almost impossibie
to cradicate untouchability from the Hindu
sociely, because abolishing untouchability
méans abolishing Hinduism iteelf.  Abali-
shinh untouchability and caste systam
means that there will be no mare monapiy
of priesthood of Brahmins, Thair livelihood
will be finishéd. Kshatriya and Vaighyas
will also suffer because dalits ard the
cheap labour and perform mean jobsfor
alt of them. It will be a severs blow to
the capitalists too who are mostly high
caste Hindus. S0 it is against the intérest
of all of them and also against the intarest
of national news media too, because I is

Suppression. oppression and discrimination of Untouchsbles send othep

also controlled by high castes. Al of
them will try hard with all their redourcas
at their disposal to keep untouchability
and caste system alive and stop the con-
version. spacially to |slam because én far
they did ‘not mind and objected to con-
vorsion o other religions. To stop con-
vorsion (to Islam) the high caste Hindus

arg 1rying 10 tempt and bribe the dalits by

premising them equal treatment, permission
o enter their temples olc. I is not their
genuine desire but they are helpless. Lst
them beg the Untouchables. But the
dalits must not be decevied by their show
business and tactic. They should act

wisely. : Dalits must put them on trial. To
tost their gincerity about their promises

dalits must démand the following things
or some such things from them :~ 1. Thay
must discard those version from the Vedas,
Shastras, Puranas. Upanishad, Gite and
other books which advecate umtoucha-

bility and caste system,. and ravise thess
baoks, 2. Out of four Shankargharyis.

two dalits must be appointéd. 3. At
Tirupati, Kashi, Mathura and other big
temples Untouchables must be appointed
as high priasts and Brehming must be

under them, 4. Karan Singh. AB Vajpayi.-

Ealraj Madhok., Bala Saheb Deoras and
other prestigious Brahming  must  give
their daughters in marriage 10 dalits and
start matrimonial relationships with them;
6. Jagadguru Shankaracharyas and other
high priests must go to the house of
Untouchables and dine and sleep with
them and invite the dalits 1o their mutts as

puests and. the systém must contins

8. All the Shankaracharyas and  othér
[Cont. on paga §. Col. 2)
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THE MARATHA LOBBY BEHIND PUNE

COMMUNAL RIOTS

[(Dur correspondent)

Sombay © The RSS and itz Hindu followears have at lagt succeeded in si'ar[.r'ng an anti-
Muslim communal riot in Maharaghtra following thair twa-month-fong ' Hindw wnity
conferences” held in different parts of the State. Pune. Sholapur, Baramati, Pandhargpur,
Sangli experfenced the first violence against Musiims from Feb, 14.

Ever since mass conversions of Untou-
chablas took place in TN, RS5S5 has been
_ridfnu the wavee using this golden oppor-
fupity to increase its influence in the co-
untry and we hdve every indication to be-
lieve that it has achieved its purpose to a
great extent,
to'kill two birds (dalits & Muslims) with
one stone.' And the direct result of it is
the anti-Muslim frenzy  culminating  in
largescale violence against Muslims.  In-
dications are that many other urban cen-
tres may also explode in similar violence,
One report said Pune was sxpriencing its
first anti-Muslim riots since 1973. How
coutd Hindus become heroes by attacking
Muslim life and property ?
unity meet”’ mean spilling Muslim bload ?
The police in Pune and elsewhre confirm-
&d that wviolence ageinst Muslims was
the direct result of the Vishwa Hindu Pari-
shad {an arm of the RS5) teking oul pro-

cessions earlier on the same day spitting

fire against Muslims for having allegedly
converted © Harijans”. And Pune had
such a notorious history of the Peshwa
rule of the Brahmin orthodoxy, Godse, who
killed Gandhi, be‘onged to Pune. The ASS
top-brass comprising Chitpavan Brahmins,
and the cow-worshipper, Vinoba Bhave,
the ""sarkari sant’’, also belong to this par-
ticular Brahmin caste and to Pune. The
R&5 had esrlier succeeded in turning the
Hindu wrath against Muslims in  Gujarat.
Apd Ahmedabad had just recovered after
8 series of communal clashes. * . BJP, the
political armoof the RES, is trying to repl-

ace the ruling Cong. | of Indira Gandhi by _

becoming the centrist party wia its new

The conversions helped RSS ,

Does “"Hindu -

o+

slogan of "Gandhian socialism®
come a centrist garty it needs the votes of
the dalits and other low caste shudras.
And in this country it is possible to unite
the Hindus by showing them an anemy.
the Muslim B Christian, The RSS was
ab'e to bag its prized catch in Maharshtra,
namely Annasaheb Patil. who is a hero
among the poorer sections of the Mara-
thas. the ruling caste of Maharashira. Ma-
rathas form nearly one-fourth to one-third
of the total population. Patil is the pre-
sident of the all-India Maratha Mahasangh.
Tha RSS succeeded in bringing him wnder
its influence through the anti-dalit feeling
that is riding high among the Marathas. It
was Annasaheb who had threatensd to
launch a Gujarat-type anti-dalit agitation
in Maharashatra also on the issue of reser-
vations. ¥ He had then addressed a series
of meetings in Bombay and elsewhers and
the lumpen praletariat among the Marathas
were won over by his speeches. On Jan.
23-24 last, Annasaheb addressed a huge
mesetings of Marathes at Sholapur and
saffron flags of the RSS weare displayed at
the meeating, Gail Onwvedt. a noted social
scientist and ‘t.'!JEtEI:' friend of the dalits,
writing in the Economic & Polftical Weekly
{Feb. B} says that the Sholapur meeting
succeeded in creating “'an atmosphere of
terror afainst the minorities and other low
castes.”” She also says that the Maratha
Mahajan i3 adopting a clear anti-Musiim
griationalism and with even greater amnti-
dalit agitation.” Ban ond comversions,
common civil code and scrapping of reser-
vatlgns are-the main demands of the Ma-
hajan. The Maratha tradition is being used

Ta be-



ageingt the minorities and dalits. The

. RSS has found & wvery useful leader in

Annasaheb. The other important leader
who is also serving the .RSS interesis is
Bal Thakrey. tho Shiv Sena leader of Bo-
mbay who ina recent interview o Sun-
day Observer, spit fire against the Muslims
and dalits.
base and conversions of dalits to |sfam
has helped it like anything. Once Indira
Gandhi ig out of the scene, they know that
her ruling Cong. | party would be dead
and R55 should be ready to take up the
central position and gradually replace it
Current preparations to win over all domi-
nant caste groups in ¢ach and every State

of India is astep in that direction, The do- ;

minant caste groups also form the single
largest population. Being the mnded ge-
nilry, they ara not only affluent but had
been the ruling community until the Un-
touchable-Muslim-Backward Class combi-
nation experimented by Indira Gandhi
dispalced it from political power. This
had made every dominant community ang-
1y with these three groups. And the RSS
through its numerous front organisations
had succeeded in harnessing %this anger o
its advantage. The anti-Brahmin move-
ment once led by these dominant castes is
dead and Qone. . Today., the very same

groups have joined the Brahmins in attack-

ing the castes lower below. What a wo-
nderful strategy. Arun Sadhu, special
comespondent *in a dispatch published
in the Statesman (Feb. 20, 82) under the
headiine, ""Gonesis of the Pune Riots,”'re-
fers-to this dreadful cammunal scenario
The participatien of the Maratha youth In
the Pune, Sholapur, Pandharpur riots  Jan-
ds a riew dimension to the situation. The
RSS mestings held under the auspices of
“Hindu unity moeet”  received tremendous
response. Maratha vyouths, formed into
“bhajan sama)’” were in the forefront of
the attack on Muslims, 1n every town of
Maharashtra, the Maratha youths are join-
ing RSS-spensored organisations in a very

RESS is thus building up its.

big way, he says. The propoganda against
Muslims is that they celebrated India’s de-
feat in the world hockey cup. In Pune,
Miraj. Sang'i rich Arabs wers moving with
Indian girls pouring Arab money into In-
dian Muslims hands.. An almining deve-
lopement is the participation of Congres |
leaders in such RSS meetings. he says.
The Puna riat "started when a group in the
Hindu procession started raising slogan
near a place of worship. The import of
the provocative slogan was that those
who desired 1o live in India should sing
Vande Mataram.™ |

Reservation demand

Magpur : "The two-day all-India pro-
raservationists’ conference, which ended
here on Fab. 7, démanded the,continuation
of the reservation system till all the back-
ward classes achieved social equality. The
‘summit’ conference. which was represen-
ted by all the political parties excepting the
Congress (1}, was noteworthy, in that Ra-
jabhau Khobargade and R, 5. Gavai, lead-
ers of the two RPI factions, had come on
the same platfarm after a lapse of several
years. [Timesof India 2.9-82) M

[Cont. from page 3.]

A Black Amevican’'s Recipe for Bevolution in India
priests must accept and declane that dalits
arg morg spcred 1o them than the Go Matha
{cow) because they are human baings like
the Shankaracharyas. It4s obvious that
they would not accept these goodies. So
the dalits must quit them and the Hindu-
ism and meanwhile to show their solidarity
they (a) must obeerve 15th August as a
day of solidarity and liberatioh from Hind-
wism, (b} train all the dalits to defend

"thems:a-_luas in the case of attack fram RSS,

Anand Marg and other . fascist Hindu
groups,  [Deoli ragedy would not have
happend if dalits were well-propared)
{c) boycoll newspapers and other things
dominated by high caste Hindus. (d) orga-
nise themselves and sesk cooperation of
other oppressed minorities.  Continue
struggle untill the triumph of the Dalit
Revolution, O



Letters to Editor : -

Mohinder Paul, Patiala : Every issue of
DV is eargerly awailed and every line read
and re-read with great interest. The issues
discussed in it'are of deep concem 1o we
dalits. :

V. Gunasekharan, Cuddalore, TN : We
ate very much impressed by the DSA book,
Why Go For Conversion ? and dalits here
ars agking if it is in Tamil,

Krishna Dhon Sardar, Someshwarpur.
W, Bengal - Your editorial. ""Reform oy
Revolution (Sept. 1) was transiated by me
into Bengali and published in the Calcutts
wipbkiy, Mizan. "Why Go For Convars-
jon ¥*' was also wanslated to Bengali. The
cyelonic storm that swepl over our areg
caused terrible harmm to crops.  Many died
& saline water antaéred our villages braach-
ing mud-walls, 2 L A

a. -]

Durai Anbalagan. Dalit Panthers, Bom-
bay: The meeting that you addressed in
Dharavi slum was very useful to us, Since
then DV is read with greater interest,
Miss Dominigue Gaillard, Paris : Wa heard
gbout DV and your  booklet. Apartheid
in fodia, and much pleased by your appro-
ach 1o the problems of Untouchables. No-

. body knows this outside India. We want
to make people aware of this serious pro-
blem thiough the French press.  Send us
full details of the Karnataka Dalit Action
Committe & the Panther movement.

Mrs. Yuml Tsuji, Tokyo : DV is a re-
markable journal. 1 want {0 read it regul-
arly. So | sond you my year's subscrip-
tion. Another friend, Aoki Masuo also
hat sant his.

Or. F. Vivekananda, Stockholm ;| wo-
‘uld like to reprint your editoral, ""Can
Untouchability Be Removed 7 (DV no. 6)
in my Scandinevian Journal

Mst. Safura Khatun, Jorhat, Assam :
“We are very happy with DV and want to
help you to further vour valuable services
to the dalits. Wé want. more copies of
the DV no. 9. .

J. R. Antwal, chairman, Fed. All-India
SC/ST Emp.. P&T. Dept. Delhi : | yeam tg
make the DV strong. Hence shall make an

- appeal to our members 1o subcribe to DV &

write about DV in their language journals.
DV is boldy exposing the myths of Hindu-

. ism. We dalits have hardly any media to

fight for our cause. | wish the DV mar-
ches much faster. Congratulations for
making Dr. Mulk Raj Anand. India’s most
celebrated novelist, as your adviser.

Karamat All, editor, Saptahik Mujahid
Gauhati =  Through our weekly we are
trying to spread your bold views.

‘Dy. S.L.Shama, Chaimnan, Dept. of
Sociology, Punjab University, Chandigarh:
Just to say how deeply | appreciate your
comments an my articlo in the Seminar.

C. M.Abdul Hadi, Ex- MLA i ferrperly
Ambikapathy) Tanjore dt. TN & | am read-
ing DV with great intarst.

Rav. L. §. Pais. director, Mt. Rosary
Chafitable Institutions, DK Dt, Kamﬂl:ﬂl_:a &

sanding a cheque for Rs. 100 for the good
wark done by BY. ;

Alec Walker, Whitefield, Bangaolore @ |
like DV as it gxpresses the views of those
whose voice cpuid not be heard so far.
Conditions are much bstter today. But
many moro barrders have to be removed

before wea achieve our objectives. I will
introduce DV to friends.
“Miss Vibhuti Patel, Bombay : We are

very happy to note that DV is golting very

,good response among many thinkers &

pctivists not enly in India but intérnation-
nally also. Our hedrtiest greetings.

. George Menezes, Bombay :  The cont-
ents of DV afe very revealing of the fate
af the under-privileged. \Wish you success.

D. Dhanasekharan, New Delhi : 1 wish
the 21st century shall be the Ambediar
Era. But what are the chances 7 Whan I
have a rub with Hindu friends on the .
subject. “Who should lead Untoucha-
bles 7 they say Untouchables are fools.
incompatent. inefficient, ill-equipped, lac-
king in manners etd. etc.  They say dalits

®
-

-



= ug

should be guided only h? Hindus. | don't
agreg. These educated Hindus have been
leading & guiding us for cenfuries. In

* what way they have impraved us & the co-

untry ¥ Besides, where is the guarantee
that they will not deceive us T Oureduca-
ted datits wha are well up are behaving
worse than Hindus. Mast of my Friends
are Brahmins. | don't hate Brahmins but
Brahminism whethar it is practised by a
Brahm'n or an Untouchable.

Honnappa Kahale, Bangaloms @  Your
editorials. "OBCs & the [ll-fatpd Mandal
Com. Report” & “'Can Untouchability Be
Removed & (DVong, 5 & B) are excellant
& thoyght-provoking.  Your thoughts ame
fast unmasking the mischief & treachery
of the “‘intellectuals’”. How | wish the

Shudras also waka up to understand your

thinking.

P. A. Kamble, Bombay : For the third
time my confidentiai service records have
been spoiled by three Brahmin officers &
themafore | see no I'H;rp-a for me in my dapt,

Dr. M. Vasu. Medical Colicge, Trivand-
rum ;  We are so pleased to know of your
work and publications. We wani to be-
come subscribers to DV and read D3A
books,

K. 5. Dharmaraj. Rajepalayam, TH: |
am a new subscriber to DV received thro-
ugh Or. 5. 5. Maran of Perivar Hospital.
So very thrilled that we how hive a voice.

E. A, Ghatfar, Pragram. TH : OQur pray-
ers for your success In enlightening the
persécubted people of India and free them-
selves from ignorance,

N. A. Sulsiman, Kasargod. Kerala: |
can hardly find gny newspaper or journal
in India which 15 kind 10 minorities and
publish their news without bias. This is
because the Indian press is controfled by
the high caste Hindus.  Henca, our-only
hape is DV, the volce of the voiceless,

Dr. ¥. C. Pamigr, Navsan, Gujamat :
Vishwa Hindu Parishad people met me
They want 10 prevent conversion of dalits.
I told them the problems faced by the da-

-

lits in wvillapes steepad in caste Hindu
prejudices. Guide me as to how | should
tackle these people.

Shrayasker Bhim Sena, Gulbarga : DV~
is enlightening us and doing great service
to dalits,

C. R. Bashyam. Bangalora : DV is vary
pseful to us. Glad to note ot the recent
Dharmapurl DE conference BB persons be-
came subscribers to OV,  Photographs of
DK general secrétary, Veermani, présenting
you the subscriptionr-amount was. publi-
shed in the Viduthalal. '

Dulal Mahato. Murshidabad : We pes-
sgcutad minorities of W. Bengal had no
organ belore tho advent of DV.  Wishing
& bright future.

Dr. 5. 5. Maran, MBBS, Rajppalayam.
TW: DV isiha real voice of the Untou-
chables. It must come up fast. | am send-
ing subscriptions on behalf of 10 dalita.

Maore wil! follow.  *

sushil Saha, Calcutta’s W wes n plesa- :

© ol sprprise to mad ona’ whole articla in the

Dec. 1981 issue of the Social Scientist.
by EME Mamboodiripad criticising your
book, Class-Caste Struggle- Emerging
Third Force (Karnataka Dalit Action Co-
mmittee, Rs. 3 pages 40- 1980). This
is & unique honour bestowed upon you
by India’s topmost Marxist leader, The

article clearly proves that the high caste

Hindu leadership of the Indian, Marxist
mavement has taken serious nole of the
thesis propounded by you in that book.
While we dalits here have fully endorsed
thi thesie, the anti-dalitstand taken by the
Marxist Gowi: In Wesl Bengal has furihes
convinced us that you are ripht. EMS
articie has once for afl proved that the
high caste leadership of Indian Marxiss
movement will never change. Letl cu
Chinese comradas note this, Indian Mar-
xist leadership s anti-dalit.

Hou Tong, Peking :  Happy New Yoo
from the Chinese Peopie’s Association for
Friendship with Foreign Countries. . - [
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. WOMEN’S LIBERATION & CLASS-CASTE STRUGGLE -

i e —

(Flavia D'Meilo, Vibhuti Patel. Amar Jesani & Sonal Shukla, Bombay)
in tha context of your aditorial in the OV No. 7, Jan, 16.31,1882. weé would like

fo make $ome Commants.

You rightly said that the much-publicised Internations! Wo-

men’s Year fand now Decade) has not done anything to make a dent on the problem of

wamen. “Wa also agrie withggour conten-
tion that the siatus of women can't ba seen
in igolation. But at the same time woman's
struggie against their specific oppression
hes to be fought as dalits and trlbals have
to fight egainst their specific oppression
by the caste Hindu chauvenists,
ondoerstanding there is lot.of similanity be-
tween the probléms of the oppressed caste
i.e., Untouchables, oppressed nationali-
ties i.e. iribals and the oppressed Sex
be. women. All the three will have to fight
simultaneously against ™ their SPECIAL
PROBLEMS over and above class probl-
pms, Dalits have to face humilistion, se-
gregation and discriminations in socio-
cultural life even il they are batter off.
The sarme way woman from any class are
prona to rape. moléstation, wifebeating,

harassment by the inlaws. Dowry death

is predominantly a middle class problem.
Rape within tha family can occur amang
poorer and richer class-caste both. How
do you lofk at thé problem of rape within
the working class men raping the work-
ing class women, common problem in
gity slums 7 Won't we rama voice agai-

nst jampant wife-beating among the wo-.

rking class and concentrate our fight agai-
nst aganomic injustica only ¥ Whether we
do or don't, slum-women of Bombay, Kan-
pur, Poona o on and so forth and iribals

" woman of Dhulla, Dhanu, Santhal Paraga- _

na. Chattisgarh are protesting against arto-
citles on them by not only the class-eneniy
but also their own casta bretheran. It s
nd use harping on mere ““socio-economic
translormation”™ in air. The traditiona! Left
has done it for ages end their bankruptoy
was nevealed when during the nationwide
anti-rape movement masses of women ra-
fused to work undar their leadership and

To gur -

formed autonomous women's organisation,
Even in China because the women were mo-
bilisedt against foot-binding, concubinags,
prostitution and wife-beating simultaneo-
usly with the class issuves. millions of wo-
men joined the Peopla’s Liberation Army
for the total soclo-economic transforma-
tion. In conclusion, class strugghe is in-
irvitably linked wlth the women's move=

MMEnt. Lln.nss AUTONOIMOUS WOman's oro=’
ups linked themsaives actively apd concr-
ately with the] wider political movement,
they will ot best have minimal impact. We
believe women's demands have to be fo-
ught on a day-to-day-basis. This is nat
something to be achieved after tha newolu-
fion as the traditional- Left believes. Tha
rovaluticn 18 the process lhmugh wrhich
new ideology.  new morality can be

~worked out in the process of a struggle

against hostile social forces. Thus tha
role of women's group is to fight lﬂﬂll‘l';‘-t

a'l forms of oppression and inequality in -

a class-society with its class-exploitation,
caste and sexual oppression. So it i ih-
avitable® that women joingd hands with
the urban and rure! working class as a

whole and supported struggles of all opp-_

reesed nationalitios, adivasis, dalits for
human libéation. |

ANNOUNCEMENT

We regret to I'I:DIEH'I:ﬂl someg comrades
ltave not remitted their voarly subscri-
ption of Rs. 10. We are bringing out
the iournal-with great difficulty. We
need  your support  Subscription
through M8 may besent to tha DSA
address given on page 12.
PUBLISHERS.
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DALITS OBSERVE R.DAY AS
BLACK DAY

(Dur cormespondoent)
Bangalore :  Militant Ambodkarites all

over India observed Jan, 26 (Republic _

Day) ag Black Day and this has now be-
cOme a reguiar gattern,  Dalits hive come
to realise that Aut., 15
Day) and the R. Day are not -days for rejo-
icing but meant for mourning. On  these
days they take sllent, some times noisy
Processions waving b'ln::k-Har,ﬁ* wearhng
black badges and hoisting. black flags,
In Bangalore, tha Kamataka Dalit Action
Committee took out an improsive process-.
ion waving black fiags. In Visakhapamam,
AP, the Ambedkar Mission used itasa
protest day to highlight the mass murder
of dalits at Deoli and Sadhupur. Accord-
ingto a press note of Pavana Murthy,
chairman of the Ambadkar Mission, they
took out a big procession urging dalits o
fight for arms for seif-protection.  Similar
reports came from Madras. Nagpur, Hy-

. derabad and parts of Maharoshtra, In
Kerala also inesome parts dalits in smail

groups obeserved Black Day. We call
upon dalits to nh;'éwe Black day in a big
way during these two days 10 educate
their sisters and brathers, exposing the

high caste imperialsits who rule the coun- :

try. Dalits and other persecuted minori-
ties have not yiel becoma free. H is these
high caste exploiters who have become
free to suck our bload mara fréely. These
points must be properly explained on thesé

Iwo days, i |
P& T DALIT MEET AT
3 MADRAS
Madras: The executive of the All-india

SC/ST Federation of fhe P& T Emplo-
yées, South, zonbk. met heme recently
and decided to hold” a conference of its
members hera on March 14. A steering
committes  was  formed  with  dalit
employees in Raifways etc., says D. Jaya-
pal, general secretary, in-a press note.
J. R. Antwal, chaitman of the Federation,

[ Independence .

- gudkar,

has given a call for all dalits to cooperate
in meking the conference a big success.
Hyderabad: A préss note issuad by the
All-India SC-5T Emplovess Coordination
Council says s general secretary, T. Sam-
noapani. has been acquited of a l:rimina!"
case pending against him a1t the Gulbarga
munsiff magisrata’s court. |

Myth about Muslim Population

Pune: Muslim population despite jtgpo-
lygamous system is not frowing in India,
according to social reseavcher M. P, Man-
Talking to newsmen here Dr, Ma-
ngudkar on Feb. 17 contended that she
Muslim population based on the census
figures for 1951-1971 did_not increase
oven by one par coent. - He said thet
Muslims constituted 10.2 per cent of the
total indian population in 1851 came to
11 per cent 1971. Dr. Mangudkar, wha is
the principal of the Jain arts and science
college at Pimpri-Chinchwad, said he sur-
wveyed the census population figures to di-
sprove  the much-publicised notion.. that
Muslims attained a higher rate of popula-

tion.  The assumption that Muslims usu-

ally had more than one wife was not corr-

ect. The ratio of men and women was

1,000-941 among the total population of
India. In Muglim community it was 1000- :
8934, This nulliflicd “the significance of

of Mustims having more than one wife.
(Indfan Express 18-2-82) cr

- Court backs dalits
COCHIN :

The Kerala High Court has
held reservation of posts for SC/5Ts once
made, operated continuously until the re-
servation itself was terminated, Justice
L. L. Bhat disposing of patition by an
employes of the Kerala State Electricity
EBoard said the rosenved posis whenever
vacant hed 1o be filled up by special recr-
uitment. Board empoyee K. L. Pappu in
his petition had sought & court directive
to the board to promote him as a senior
superintendent, as the post which had besn
filled under special recruitment by a 5C
candidate had fallen vacant following the
candidate’s prometion, 0O
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WHY 1 BECAME A MUSLIM ? A DALIT OFFICER SPEAKS

M. Kumaran-Nagpur)

{Vittalrao Wankhede [52), atop officer of the Maharashira Govt. (Superintending
Englnear in the lreigation Dept.) based at Nagpur recently embraced lslam even as the
RSS and jts front organisations were claiming re-conversion of dalits back to Hinduisem
and as Untouchables, Fis donveErsion right in Negpur where both tihe R3S headguarters
and the dikhsha bhoomi, the place whepe Dr. B. R. Ambedkar embraced Buddhism will:
lakhs of fellow Untouchables are siiusted, hps given a rude shoek to Hindu orthodoxy.
That /s why the high caste-controlled lndian press tried 16 supprass the news of Wank-
hede's conversion. Our rapresentative was the first to interview Vazicji-Editar)

| was curious 10 meet Vazir Wankhede
* . aftor his conversion 1o Islam on Jan. 9,
1982, at Nagpur. | desired to get introd-
uced to him and therefore took friend
. G. Suradkar, a retired 1AS officer & also
a close friend of Wankhede. When on
Feb. 14, a Sunday evening. our wehicle
renched a spacious bungalow at Civil Lines
| neticed an old friend whose neme | had
forgotten. To my great surprise the same
person turmned out 10 be Wankhade. " We
laughed for & while and | enquired about
his father, who belonged to our " family
of railweymen’™, | felt sad 1o hear that
he was dead.  After a8 few minutes wea
cama down for a brief conversation .| as-
ked a stralght question -

Q: At what stage in your life yvou de-
sired conversion to Islam & why it took
place on Jan, 97

A In my younget days itself when |
read the editorial of Dr. B. R. Amibedkar
in the Bahishakrit Bharat of March 15,
1928, "Notice tc Hindu Dharma®™, guid-
ing hiz followers that they would reguire
to convert 1o Islam for petting free from

social discrimination. | began to think of

becoming 8 Musilm, Later, | had raad his
declaration that he would not die a Hindu,
On Jan. 13, 1969, | wrote to Sheik Ab-
dullah of Kashmir indicating my desire o
embrace Istam. He replied to miy letters,
KAy letters were then intercepted in Kash-
miir and there was a“"CID ingquiry. (He
showed us the two letters and the orlginal
from Sheikh Abdullah’s secretary). Sufi-

L]
i

erings of Untouchables from Belchi 1o
Deoli brought me to the final decision and
| decided to ambrace Islam on Peophot
Mohammed's birth day immediately after
the Sadhupur massacre of our dalit bro-
thers.

G : What were the after-effects of
Ambedkar's conversion to Buddhism ?

A: Conversion to Buddhism has not
changed the social status of dalits. Even
after the conversion, they are’ considérad
as Hindus and therefore Untouchables.
Ambedkar after his conversion, wWas
preaching the dalits .to get liberated
from alcoholism and from idel warship.
But his wordsihad no impact even on the
younger generstions. Dalits continued
to remain as slaves gven after conversion
to Buddhism,

Q : By convarsicn to Islam. will there
be a change in them ?

A : Delinitely. In thé Musljm brother-
hood, alcoholism can be aliminated & the
foolish mentality of bowing head before
every stong will disappear.  Under lslam
there is no casteism which has crept into
Christianity also in India. _

Q : By your conversion to Isiam - your

“family will continue. 10 be Buddhists,

How ean thare be harmonious family life
as such 7

A : We experience no difficulty.
There is no coarcion in 1slam.  In one
family, there can be members belonging
to different faith. [slam stands for libe-
ralism in religious feith. Ambedkar had



B30 ;'-a_id on the next dayv of his conversion
that his followers should think  inde-
pendently and decide asta which rell-
Qion he o she shoy'd acceot afier quﬂ
ting Hinduism,

Q: What wili be your advice to your
farmer communty members 7

A They shou 4 follow the guidelines
owen by Ambedkar.  If they fes! that

. Buddh’sm has not made any change in

their social siatus, they should decide to
change to any other fgifh where 'thei
degraded status can be redeemed.

O What is your experience in the
present circle of work and life 7

A Aga supdt. engineed, | had to get
a better type of quarers, but this was
denied to me. After the conversion; | got
it easlly.” A pro-RSS engineer-colleague.
Thatwavadi, wrote 1o me saying that my
e'avation now was with Pakistan and that
I should go there. | peid him back in
same coin. | asked him to search the
P ace from whers he landed to plunder and
foot the origimal’ inhabitants of India,
I esked him to first guit India and then
anly raise the guestion as to who should
ramain,  Another engineer, AE Shyamkul.
wrote from Bombay about how he was
interviewsed by an export firm which
offered him Rs. 1,500 per month. But ps
so0n Bs they came te know that he was
an Untouchab e,
him. [ fes! | heve a better footing even
in officlal circles after the conversion,

Wazir Wankhede said that davs arenat
far when the Untouchabas wills shake

their iethargy and get iiberated from
Hinduism.

Gujarst  Conversion
Ahmedebad ;. Rameshchandia F'amxar,.
president of the Gujerat Dalit Panthers,
Writes
recent’y got converted to |s'am,  His new
name is Hanif Mohammed. We have
published his Interview In our journal,
Famther. XYou may translate snd publish
in DV, Lat the Muslims of India know

11

the firm refused to take |

l-‘:ll -

Our friend Hazmikh Parmar :

coreas of the city is over.

this. . The Hindu-Muslim clash in  the
crovwded Darvapur, Shapur asnd Raeikhad
Panthers were
aftve in the struggle  joining with the
Muslims. The police’ did their best to

contral thesituation, []
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gory & makirg tham part of Hinduism be-.

came complets when the Constituent As-
sembly abo'ishid reservetions [o all coate-
gories of minorities (execpt Ang.o-lndi-
ang) but continuved it to Untouchables.
" Does it not amount 1o puiting oflicial seal
on.the crime committed against Untouch-
ab'es in the Peona Pact 7 Accordingly
resorvations were grpmted only ta those
who “'profess Hinduism''. And by this
the ruling class is in fact trying fo cement
the crumb’ing edilica of its religion, Am-
bedkar had repeated.y drawn ~ attention to
this mischief. But alpa he died within
two months of his conversion 1o Buddhi-
sm snd the country did not produce a se-
cond Ambedkar 1o carry on the batile.
Subsequent events have conlimeed his
fears.  We are thankfu! to Cr. Jose Kana-
naikil of the Indion Social Institute for
having drawn our attention to this grave
constitutiona! fraud through his valauble
study, Scheduled Castas fn the Congtftvent
Assembly (151, 1882, Lodi Road. New
D& hi-110 003, pages 60, price Rs. 15).
How did the Untouchables c'ass'fied as
“minorities’” came to become part of Hi-
nduism 7 A carefu! reading of the CA de-
late on the Report of thas Mivorit'es Co-
mmittee headed by Sardar Paté! wil! show
that SC5 werg considéred " "minorit'es’”
until then.  Kananalkil Bays: 7
charge came through the amendment mao-
wod by K. M. Munshi of Bombay and Shi-
bban La! Saxenn- of UP concemning the
findu status of the SCs. end which - was
pccepted by the Houvse without much
discussion.  The minority comimunities —
Muslims, SikHs & Christians aither did
not realise the siginificance of the amen-
dment or preferred 1o be silent abowt it. .

Lator, when resemnvatiors for  minoritios
wore abolished. the-rights & benelits lor
SCs wou'd remain in t2ct. K. M. Munshi.
_ #xp'aining the object of this améndment
stated that the word 'mincrities” as used
in international law referred to racial and
.rguisitic minotities. The SCs. according

i . . .

This
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to'him. did not fit into this category. Heé
feil that the extension of the term to the
SCs a8 Samue! Hoare (then Prime Minis-
tar) dlgd in Govt. of India Act, 1835, was
& mischievous extansion of the tesm. He
stated that the Harijans are part & parcel
of the Hindu community. & the safeguar-
ds are given 1o them to protect theid rights
only till they are complety absorbed In
the Hindu community, He further expl-
ained that any safeguard as a minority, 50
far a8 SCs are concemned. is illogical &
will possibly prevent their complete abso-
rption in the Hindu fold, “says Kanenaikil.
This s the  crox of tha'* whole problam,
Why Sardar Petal was  quick encugh 1o
coreade the Sikh demand for reservation
fo Merhabis, Romadazie. Kabimpanthis &
Sikligars, recent  Untouchable comednts
to Sikhism, after saying that “"in the Sikh
religion there is no such thing B8 untou-
chability'" 7 Patel's foars expressed on the
floor of the House have let the cat out of
the bag. He said: ““thero was considrabio
oppositien to the Sikh demand from the
HinduSCe who had justifiable fear complax
that if they adresd 1o thig, or if the Housa
accants this position, there is reaily a dangor
ci feecible conversion from their class to SC
Sikhs." What does it mean? ! Buddhist &
Chiistian converts are Qiven - eseivations,
then Hindus know that no conscious
Lirtous hable svou'd remain in Hinduism,
Ths is a fact. Even. with reservatlicns,
Urntouchab'es ae defecting to Buddhism,
Che stinfty and Islam. . The Hindu nal s
so full of hoies that fish of ail varieties
are picuping. Kananaikil ralses two gues-
tions ; when there wag an unanimoug

. opinion to abalish reservations “how was

it that the requests from the SC members
that regervations in their case be continued
wias accepted so readily by Sardar Patol ?
Onca it was accepted that reservation
should continue for them because of the
peculisr position of the SCs, why was the '
notion of the 5Cs restricted ondy o those
r



e

"

5Cs who professed Hinduism 7 What are
the motives behind this unique jesture-to
SCs? Isit notto divide & rule, a game
in which communal Hindus are pasi-mas-

ters 7 He says SCs were treated as first-
class citizens and minorities demoted to

second-c'ass status, “to'erated until they
o0T d ba fully agsimi ated to the déminant
@roup,”” I8 this the way to estab ish o
sCU A slate 7 Can the dominant group
identify its culture as the rational culture?
Cana country’s constitution & govt.” ba
used to further the interests of one religion
1o the detriment of others 7 By ""aboli-
shing” untouchabi:ity in the Constitution
but pm:::tiaing Itin real IMe & assuring
resenvations on paper but denying o in
practice, the ruling ¢'ass has infiicted two
mighty b'ows on the Untouchables. Not
ony it -separated  them  from  their
co-sufferars. the persecyuted minorities,

- but further consolidated the ru.ing religion.

Kananaikil says : " As far as the SCs wen
concerned the Constituent Asserbly made
them iike giphans adopted to & royal fa-
miy. Theee SCs who pad sllegiance .10
Hinduism became egaily part of the great
Hindu family. Thoss who refused to olfer
allegiance to it did notexist in the aw. Yet
the adoption was far from being a genar-
ous outpouring of a royal bounty 1o the
SCs. Itdid not make them members of
the raya. [_hnll-\r. The acceptance of the
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these reservations continue. Who is pre-
pared to lose such a cheap and trustwor-
thy friend ? The init] al effect of scrapping.
the reservations may be politically disasir-
ous for the major. parties -the dalits will

- no longer vote for a party whose leader-

ghip is not in their hands.  Once they lose
the hope of geliing the discarded pieces
benos B sking da 58 owill twre militant &
seek remedy through other meahds. Any
sbrupt withdrawal of resmvations, which
hava pampered them so lang, wil Touse
tham to action, They will join hands with
other exp oitad sections, particu’ary the

. Mus ims, & the new political scenario that

Hindu SCs as part of the Hindu communi- -

ty & the granting of speciai rights 1o tham
seem to have been more the' resuit of &
Hindu apprehension & a response to the
growing disenthantment of the SCs with
Hinduism. Granting resarvat.ong 1o Hindy
SCs, & only to them, was one way [0
check the leekage from Hinduism'. Wa
thank the author “for shedding light on
this vitai issue. We had said in an article
in the sraresman (Feb, 19, 1978); that the
short-range reason lor coOntinuing  rMsens-
tions to 5Cs is to s8e this vast interast-froe
“"wote bank'" keeps the Congross party in
power.  "And the dalita wiil continue to
vote for the Party in power as long as

mey amerge n the country wou.d have
tremendous potent'al for speedier socio-
gconomic change.” The ruling - class
knows thidfu_. we |. That is why resery-
ationg are opposed oniy by resctionary
Brahmins™” but supported by ‘‘socialist
Brahriwa™,  As more and more of them
are getling comeerted o the fatter catagory -
to check the Indian revoiution, we axpect -
the vty sections which once [ad the Guja-
rat ant -resenvation war. 1o shortly lead o
pro-feservat'on agithtion when the conci-
ous daits ren’ise the harm done by it
Res#rvations have thus hafped the ruling
party and the o ing refigion. - However,
the b'gnest sufferars are Musiims, Cheistians
and neo-Buddh'sts who hawva kept thelr
head high desp’te denial of ressrvations &
continued Hirndu sggression on then. 1§ thay
have any Th'ng in commaon it i8 with thess
minort &8 bacause they are thar rea b ood

brothers, Most of those who heve baco-
ma Buddh sts. Mus. ims, Che stisns are
Untouchables. Ag ongina: inhabiants

they have rolthrg in common w.h tha
_,a:ur HAoyans. Ey dumping them into a
haost’ & Hindu bandwegon, Untouchab os
have been made to ose many things - the
gresiast 0ss 8 thair mingrity status which.
which alone shall bind them 10 the persa-
cuted minorities, who s.ore sha | be their
frignds in distress. It is for tho dalits

to fight this corttutiona! fraud, & ragain
their lost identity. ]
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HHARIJAN CHRISTIANS' DEMAND RESERVATIONS

Bangalord:  Tho All-India Scheduled Céste Christian Leaders Council, Bangabore, has
urgad the President of India to remove the constitutiona! digabilities to enable SC Christian
converts 1o avall resevations. M5, Arockiadas. secretary of the Council, writes ahile the
govl. is eager to bw p ali economically weakér sections why should it descriminate against
- the ogqually poor Christlan converis 7. A vocal section of the socioty wants “‘back-
wardress” to be decided not on caste basis but economic (poverty) verdstick. But when
“Harljan Christ'ans’ demand reservation on ground of thair poverty, they change the
argument saying Christionzs gro not ontit'ed for resenvations as it is mestrictad only to
I;Ii'n:lus and Slkhs. M untouchabitity is the chief criterion to decide who is 4 50, then
“"Harilan Chnigtians” are az much SCs as Hindu SCs,  The Kaka Ka'elksr Commission and
differerit reports of tha 5C Commissioner have confirmed that “"Harian Christians™ o'so
«guffer from the stigma of untouchability even after the corwersion. The Constitution
says that the State shall not disciiminate on grounds of raligion and caste etc. How
then we could ba diseriminatod on grounds of religion 7 Of the Christiang in Ind'a a large
chunk (at least B0%) is drewn from the Untouchab'es and the donia’ of ressrvatipn has
put us Into greap hardsh'p.  The Pres'dential Order of 1950 says that to ba'ong to SC. a
condition is put that one shou'd profess sither - Hinduism or Sikh'sm, Th's condition is
unconstitutional, That means they§tate wants to encourage on'y thase two mligions.
The right to. change one's reigion is a Fundementa! Right under the Constitution and
thesa rights hava been infringed under the Presidentail Order of 1950, This historica!
wrong@ which has brougt great hardships to *"Harijan, Christians™ must be set right.
ha &ays. [
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