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THE ROLE OF INTELLECTUALS IN

SOCIETY

Every society, every country in the world is shaped and led mainly by its
intellectuals . All those who are remembered by history are mostly intellee-
tuals. An intellectual may not get instant recognition by the society when

- alive but in coursa of time tha person’s

groatness will ba eognised and recorded
on tho pages of history. Because, an in-
wellectual and intellectual alone can help
beirg about socio-economic changes. The
Buddha. Plato, Marx. Rousseau, Lenin.
Abeaham Lincoln. Maxim Gorky, Bernard
Shaw, Mao, Thiruvallavar, Mahatma Phule
waern all great intallectuals. It is intellec:
tuals who not only think but make othoers
thirk, After Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, M.N.Roy.
Perivar E. V. Ramaswamy,. and Ram
Manohar Lohia, we have hardly produced
any intellectual giant in India India’s
ARuling Class has besn systematicely co-
rrupting any up and coming intellecutal
and il any one dares to dely he is mencl-
lessly crushed. That is why rarely one
wants 1o show arginality. innovation., 5o
much 8o India has gone into total intelle-
ctual bankruptey. The very fact that India
has not raceived a singls Mobal Prize after
it biscams independent proves that we are
# country of mediocres, dwarfs. But we
are rirver tired of boasting that we have

the second largest scientific manpower in
the whole world. If so. what are they
doing ? Why not a single one has made
an international mark 7 The one agriculty-
ral scientist who received the Magsasay
Aweard was later found 10 have got it after
making a false claim. But oven this man
has now taken up a kushy job outside
India. This Is the disease with our intell-
ectua's. One social scientist, considared
vary distinguished, |8 saldom in India and
even whan at home never rubs the raling

cless lest it may upset his lucrative in-
come. Scientist like Khurana have sent-

tod down in the USA, Al this is because
our society and our value system do not
balieve in encouraging and promoting in-
tellectuals. India’s «Ruling Class wanig
to make its people sumender their jugdge-
ment. To it, evéry intallactual is 5. sus-

. pact. It locks upon him as B source of

trouble, Some of the finest budding,
b'roming flowers -of our society ware
shat dead dubbing them as Naxalites. Any
person who does not Tall in line end con-
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form to the established thinking is consid-
aered o threat 1o the society. Dissent is
disliked, nay dangerous. Truth should
not be spoken. And those who speak the
truth will be -branded a8 "“"controversial’’
parsons. Any number of organisations.
both govt. and non-govi. are set up to
wiatch and weed out such ""dangerous’”
persons. Innumérable State and private
awards are instituted to win over any bri-
liant writer, scholar — to pocket i not
corrupt him. Courage is an essential pre-
requiste to become an intellectual. Ho
has to suffer and sacrifice-pay for his co-
mmitment. That is why intellectuals and
imtallactuals alone can lead a society or &
movement.  An intellectual can lead as
well as mislead. But in India very often
our intellectuals have been only misleading
the society. Nobody has painted such
an Indian situation better- than Dr. B, R.
Ambedkar and things have hardly changed
since he wrota it ; | ““Whether you accept
tha theory of the g man a& the maker

" of history or whather you do not. this

much you will have to concede that in
wvory country the intallectual class is the
most influential class, if not the govem-
ing clags. * The intelloctual class is the
class which can foresee, it is the class
which can advise amd give lesd. In Ao
gountry does the mass of the people live
tha life of intelligent lh:_lughl and action,
It is largely imitative and follows the in-

talloctual class. Theme is no exagoeration -

in gaying that the entire destiny of 8 co-
untry depends upon I8 intellectual class.
i1 the intellectual class is honest, indepe-
ndent and disinterested it can be trusted
to take the initistive and give a proper
lead when a crisis arises.” It is true that in-
tellect by itself is no virtue. Itis only a

%

means and the use of means depends upon
the ends which an intellectual person pur-
sues.  An intellectual man can be a good

| man but ha can easily be 8 rogua. Simi-

lérly an Intallectual class may bo a band of
high-souled persons, ready to ha'p, ready
to emancipate eming humanity or. it may

| easily ba a gang of crooks or & body of

advocates of a8 narrow cligua from which
it-draws its support.  Youw may think it a

5 pity that the intellectual clase in India is

simply another nama for the Brahmin ca-
ste. You may regret that the two am on-
that the existence of the intellectual class
should ba bound with one single caste,
that this intellectual class should share
the intersst & the aspirations of that Brah-
min caste, which has regarded itself the
custedian of interest of that caste, rather,
than of tha interests of the country. All
this may be very regrettable. But the fact
remains. that the Brahmins form tha inte-
lectual class of the Hindus, It I8 not only
an intallectual cless but it is & class which
i held in great reverence by the rest of
the Hindus. The Hindus are taught that
ihe Brahming are Bhu-gevas (gods on ea-
rih). The Hindus are teught that Brahmins
alone can be-their teacher, Vernanam
Brahmano Gury, Manu save, "I it be
azked how it should be with respect 1o
poins of the Dharma which have not been
specially mentioned, the answer is that
which Brahming who ame Shishthas pro-
pound shall doubtless have legal force.”
When such an intellectual class. which
holds the rest of the community in its
grip. is opposad to the reform of Caste,
the chances of succesd in & movement for
break-up of the Caste System appear tame
very, varyromota’, { Annihidagionof Caste,

[Comd. on page 11]
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- TIPS TO DALITS : PROTECTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS ACT

Dr. - Mumfaz Ali Khan
_ (Asso. Professor of Sociology, Agriculture University, Bangalore)

Social legislation is a mechanism through which certain inherent
drawbacks in the social system ‘are expected to be rooted out. But the
nature and extent of its success depend upon many factors. [ts success
demainds general awareness of the provisions of the legislation among the

differant sections of the population and
aizo among the officers responsible for its
eénforcement. Otherwise. the legislation
remains safa-in the statute book. It is in
this context we have fo examine the
awareness of the Protection of Civil Rights
Act, 18566, among the thres categories of
persons involved in it the Untouchables,
the Hindus and the Gowvi, machinery.
Studies conducted by e during the last
10 years prowve that the provisions of
PCR Act are hardly known to the people.
Even police officers at the rural level and
the judiciary at the taluk level, are igno-
rant of this Act. “Whatever attempis the
victims make to bring the offences 1o the
nofice of the police are in the'pature of
the routine complaints.  The victims arae
sometimes assisted by organizations like
the, Kernataka Dalit Action Committes.
There are still cases compounded by the
magistrates. This I8 conirary 0 the
provislons of the Act. When cases are
allowed 10 be compounded, it is & conclu-
sive proof that the ‘Tconcerned public
prosecutors, magistrates, tha wvictims and
the offenders are “all ignorant of the
provisions of law. Tha main purpose of
this paper s to highlight thé salient
features of the Act and it is hoped thai
the readers of DV would not only take
advantage of the legal provisions during
. the appropriate situations. The Constitu-
tich has prohibited the practice of

Itz main. features are :

A7 of the Constitution,

untouchability in any form (Art. 17).
Conzequently the Untouchability Offences
Act came In 1856. This Act was found
inadequate because of  certain majar
drawbacks. The term ‘Untouchability’ was
neither defined nor explained any where
inthe Act. Cases were allowed to be
compounded and this resulted in lot of
of pressure on tha Untouchables to with-
draw cases. Offences were non-cogni-
zeble and, therefore, the polica had to
wait for warranf from the magistrates to
arrgst the offenders. To make the Act
more comprehensive, the Govt. of India
appointed a committes to study the whole
gituation and submit its recommendations,
In 1976, the original Act was amended.
But very little of the original Act itsall
was changed into what ® now called
“Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955,
Wider scope ;
{1} Thetarm **civil rights’”” means any
right accruing to any person by reason of
the abolition of Untouchability by Article
(2} “Place of
public worship™, means the place uged
for public religious worship or which iz
dedicated genarally to persons professing

amy religion.  OF couwrsae. this is confinad
te Hindu religion only since the practice
of untouchability is practiced only by tha
Hinduz, This: place of public, worship
includes all lands and subsidiary shrines,



attached to any such place. For example,
if tha Ganesh idol is kept outside the
house but within the compound & people

ara welcome to participate in the pooja,

any prohibition in relation to the SCs
would amount to an offence. 1t is the
' first offance. the offender shall ba puni-
shable with imprisonmant for & term Aot
less than one month and not mora than
_ six months. Bosides imprisonment. a fine
not fess than Rs. 100 and ndt mere than
Rs. 500 shall also be levied. For the
subsequent offences : (1) for the
second offence tha imprisonment shall be
fot less than six months and maora than
one year. Besides this, a fine of not less
than Rz, 200 not more than Rs. 800 shall
be leyied ; (ii) For the third or subso-
quent 1o’ third offénce. the imprisonmant
-shall be for not less.than one year % not
more than two yoars, besides a fing not
less than Rs. 800 and not mora than
Re. 1,000, (4) Presumption of tha
offence- and other duties of the cour :
Sometimes It is argued that the act
committed is not on the ground of Untou-
chability. But the law now says that
where any act constituting an offence
gnder this Act is committad in relation to
g SC the court shall presume, unless the
contrary 15 proved, that such act wos
committed on the ground of Untoueha-
bility. No court should recognise any
usage or custom in relation to tha practice
of Untouchebility. Furthar, no court shall
take cognisonce of an offence or abet-
ment if & public servant is imvalved
without the permission of the Cental
Govt. if he is o Central Govt. & if heisa
Erate Govt, amployes. . This provision has
{o be understood properly.  There are
instances whore the pelice has misintet-

preted this provision willfully or
otherwize, Ina recent case invalving a
public servant a lecturer in Home Science
College. Bangalore, the police did not
arrest har immedistely after a complaint
was lodged by the victim. The police
waited for two months for permission of
the Govt  This is a serious lapse on the
part of the police. The concemad public
servant should have been immediately
arrested as this i & copnisable offence.
(=) MNon-Compoundable: When once the
cass ie teken to the court. there is absolu-
tely no provision in the Act g enable the
parties to compound the case. Butlt %
strange that thara are a few cases COMpo- .
undad even aftar this néw prohibition came
into force. This Is aserious lapse on the
part of the public prosecutors and tha
judiciary  (6) Ouher Provisions : Somi
of the other provisions of the ACt aré :
(a) The adventege of the Probation of
Offendms Act of 1858 is not availebe to
a person above the sge of 14 yeas if
found guilty under the PCR Act. I meang
n rmally a person who commits an offence
not of a major nature is let off by the
court by administering a waming. But
that person commits an offence under 1he
PCR Act, ha shall nct be excused without
intlicting punishment &5 laid down in the
Act. (b) Golective fire.  The Govt has

. powers 10 imposa collective fine on the

inhabitants of any area where the offence
has taken place. Howevar. the victims of
erntouchabl iy and any peTEQn who does
not fall under 1the categories of persons

likely tqeommit the oifence (like Musiims,
Christians etc.) sre exempted from pay-

ment of the collective fine. [t is also
laid down that 10 Créate awaréness amaong
the paople beat of . drum or sun'l_mh"na ol

[Cantd. on Page 7 Col. 2]



WHY GASTE-BASED RESERVATIONS ?

-

(V. Anaimuthu, Trichy, T.N.}

The issue of reservation to the backward classes iz perhaps the most burning. guestion .

af tha dayp.

The pros and consg of the probler are discussed here,

I the caste-ridden

society of India maforily of the people hed been denled education for more than 2,000

years. The backwards like Mukkulathor.
Vanniar, Yadhava., Sengurdhar. Ezheva,
Kuruba, Devenga, Keshyap, Koiri, Kurmi,
Golla, Teli who are mostly cultivators,
gardeners and labouress | Vishvakarmas
who are créstors of designs and makers of
- enviable oranaments ; potters. barbers,
weavers, washarmen and other numerous
castes and the Untouchables had been
subjected to social oppression and denied
education. Thesa sections constitute 854
of the population end majority of  them
still remain illiterate. [lliterates cannot
provide higher education to their children,
Their children cannot, at presant, compete
gqually with Brahmin and upper castes’
children. There canmot ba competition
between onequals.  Test between unegqu-
als will lead only to Injustice. - Reserva-
tion o BCs. cannot mean denlal of opp-
- griunity to others. Egquality does not con-
note abaofpte equality. (1Y The swdras
werg denied education because of Varna-
shrama Dharma.  Even 8t present 75 to
B85 of them remain illiterate. The condi-
t'on of the Untouchables is still worsa,
So these sections require reservation  in
educetion for a long time. (2) Caste |s
the direct echo of Varanashrams or caste
systam which hes not, been abolished in
the Hindu Lew and it is given protection
in the Constitution. MNeither the upper
casle nor the backward caste members

have forsaken “sub-caste at the time of -~

contracting marriase. Even among Chri-
stians, Buddhists & Sikhs tasie is baing

practiced, Among Indian Muslims also
it has it impact in some other shape.
Thus caste Is a reality in India. (3) Caste-
based reservatlon is like tariff in a develo-
ping economy. To préevent competition
ot highly efficient industrial countries, we
levy tariff on foreign goods and: save our
0w nescent  industries.  Likewise the
backwards require to be protected by
special concessions like reservaliors, sc-
halarship and relaxation in marks and age.,
(4) The Backward Classes had remainad
manual labourers and they had been put
at 8 disadvatageous position all along,
The injustice heaped upon them is to be
removed at least at this stage. Hence
casta-based reservations. There may be
poor in every Hindu caste and among
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians and Buddhists.
But it i5 & genuing fact that no upper ca=
gte member is illiterate  because of his [
her poverty. Because of social respect,
landed wealth and nearness to rulers al-
miost all the upper castes have scguirad
good education for a long time. They arg
educationally advenced. Thair family cir-
cumstances. have helped their wards o
acguire merit angd effciancy. At the same
time the children '6f cultivators, “artisans,
weavers and landless labourars had never
tasted such good things In life. Thay
are wyit to gain education and theraby
good-greunding. They cannot. at prasent,
compeate with upper-caste children,  Even
today land-owners, master-wesvers, jewal
makers balonging to, backward classes are



illiterate not becousae of poverty but be-
causd of thelr long continuéd deprivation.
Is is good to remember that Jewaharlal
MNehmi- Prime Minister, decried the move
for introducing the term. '"economically™
alsa alpng with, ""socially and education-
alty™"; while he moved an amendment to
Article 16 of the Constitution in Parlia-
. ment on 29-5-1951. Sarder Hukom Singh
egnd Dr. 5, P. Mookerjee moved an amend-
mant for inclusion of the term “econo-
mically” to define *"backward classes of
citizens™", When put 1o vole, on the
gtout plea of Mehru, thelr amendment was
 defeated by 243 members voting ageinst
it and only 5 mambers in favour of it. on
1-6-1951. (Parliamentary Debates. Vo-
lumes X101 and X111 - 1851 May & June).
Fixing economic criterion will definitesy
help the socially and educstionally sdva-
nced castes and sections to knock still
another big share in the garb of poverty
and thus leave the backward classés in
doldrums. Because of the efforts of the
South Indian Liberal Federation and be-
cause of the five-decade- long selfless se-
rviees of the Salf-Respact Movement fo-
unded by Periyar E. V. Ramaswamy. the
down-trodden in the South have acquired
their dea share in eélective bodies like Pa-
rliament, State legislatures & local bodies,
But in the Morth-which has larger States
and majority of the Indian electorate, it is
not the case.  The condition of the back-
wird classes in UP, Bihar, MP, Orissa &
West Bengal in this sphere is pathetically
poor indead. Of l'ha_d-ﬂ MPs (1980Y from
. Madhya Pradhoth thera are only two from
 backward classes. Of the 42 (1980% from
West Bengal, only two aré from the back-
ward ofasses. _OF 294 membars alected
in 1977 to the West Bengal Legislative

Assembly more than 160 beiong 1o Brah-
min, Baidhaya and Kayastha upper castes
{who form about 16% of the population)
68 SC/5Ts. The Backward Classes and
other mingrities are about 25 only EBut
tho Backward Class Hindus alone consti-
tute about 50% in the populstion. This
is pothing but negetion:of democracy.
This is simply "Erahminocracy’. Swch con-
ditions in the North are the direct résult of
pon-provigion of political reservation 12 -
backward clagses and absence of wirulent
social change movements and vold of de-
dicated non-palitical, non-partisan leader-
ship in many of the Noithern States. In
the LA S. there were 3,546 posts on
1-1-1979, out of which more then 2,000
wore hald by Brahmins who ére a micros-
copic minority of B% in the population.
In Tamil Nadu out of 267 1AS officers on
1-1-1980, 122 wore Brahmins : 59 wore
upper-casta ; 34 SC/S1s and Backward
classes {including Muslims & Christians).
Since there 8 no ressivalions 1o Baock-
watd Classes .in All-india Services they .
had not schieved their due share in the
.45, LP.5.,. LF.S.. LES., and | R.S.
These highest administrative services nrre
still the citadel of Brahmins, Rajpuls. Bo-
omihars, -Kayasths, Lingaysts, Kammas,
Kapus, Mudaliars, Mendns and Mairs-who
all put together form only ona-sixth of the
population of 6B.38 cromes. In the 170
and odd public sector undertakinas under

_the Cantral Government, the Brahmins and

other upper castes rule the roost in all
higher cadras.  In the Income-tax depart-
ment. oxcept menial and part-time  jobs.
all the ministerial appointments are” hald
by Brahming and upper castes. In Tamil
Madu region thars were 319 gazetied offi-
cers " in the Income-tax department &n

-
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1-1-1878, out of which 171 wera Brah-
mins. The position of representation to
the Backward Classes, SC/5Ts in tha hig-
- her & the highest judiciary of India is neg-
ligible, Union Minister of Law tald Pa-
riiament dueing October 1881, that out of
328 Judges of the High Courts in India,
20 belonged to Backward Classes & only
4 10 5C/5Ts. We shudder to think that

15 to 20% of the people of tha nation,

thould have grabbed 304 posts out of

. 328, while B5% of the population linger

with 8 paltry number of 24, About 1

among the 20 judges from the Backward
Classes and all the four from SC are in
€outh India. Because the judiclary is
dominated by upper castes, the provisions
for reservation in the Constitution have
been interpreted slip-shod by the court
with the so's motive of ssving their own
domination. It was the Madras High Churt,
then dominated by Brahmins. which
gtruck the Communal Rotation Order that

was in force thera from 1927, as null and
veld of the Constitution, in 1950, Again

it was the Supreme Court,  dominated by
upper castes, which imported an interpre-
tation 1o Article 16 (4) and pronounced

that reservation should not go beyond -

60~ (Balajl vs. State of Mysore AIR
1963 5.C. 649 : 1963 Sup (1) S.CR.
439). No where in Articie 15(4) or 16(4)
hag it been implicitly er explicitly stated
ihat reservation to BCs, SCs & 5Ts should
abways remain under 50. “"Any special
provision”’ and “for the advancement of
the socially and educationally backward
clagses'” and "‘not adeguately represen-
ted’” ara tha three terms. pointing to the

. quantum, in Article 15{4) and 16(4). With

regard 1o the quantum of reservation it s

very much essential to take into sceount
the obeervations made by Justice Murtuza

Fazal Ali. He observed : '"Suppose for
instance, a Stata has & Jarga number of
B.Cs of citizans which constitutes 30%
of the population and the government, in
order to give them propear represantation.
reserves B0, of the jobs for them. can it

be sald that it is bad and violaes clausa
4 af Article 16 7 The answer must neces-

garlly be in the negative’” (State of Kerals
varsus M. M, Thomas A.1.A. 1876 : SC

480) It is just and constitutional that

reservation to BCs, SC/5Ts. must: necess-
arily ba B5%, that is in proportion ta the

numerical strength of all these sections ;

in the population of the nation, In the
light of the clear-cut constitutional provi-

sions and the recent pronouncement of

_the Supreme Court and with the help of

the Kalelkar Commission Report and the

Mandal Commisslon Report and in wiew
of representation from numerous social

change organisations and caste-based a%-
socigtions and political parties, it is the
impending duty.of the Goveroment of
India to come forward to implement rese-
rvation to Backward Classes without fur-
thor delay. 1

[Cant. from Page 4]
State Govt. has 1o sst up effective and
adequate legal aid for the bensfit up the
victims. (d) The State Gowt. has to
appoint  officers to initiate or axarcise
supenvision over pmmn:ut':nn; for the vio-
|ation of this Act. - (e} Special Courts
will have to ba set up for speedy trial of
the offences. Similarly wherever the off-
ence 1% punishable with imprisonment for
& tarm not exceading three months, sum-
mary trial by a judicial magistrate is laid
down. (f) Committees at different lavels
will hava to be set up to assist the gowvt.
from time to time. (@) Periodic surney °
of the working of the Act will have to be

conducted. Of course no such survey has
bean conducted so far. J




AMBEDKAR : WHO WEAKENED THE HINDU SOCIETY ?

How can a country be defended if its army cannot be increased in the hour of fts peril?

It Iz not Buddhs who, az Iy offen gllegrd. weskened Hindu society by his gospelof non-
viofence. [t is the Bramhmanic theory of Chatuvarma that has been responsible not only

for the defeat but for the decay of Hindu
society. Some of vou will take offence
at what | heve said sbout the demoraliz-
ing effect of the Hindu socio-religioug
ideal on Hindu society. But what is the
truth ¥ Can the chargs be denied ¥ 5
there any society in the world which has
unapproachables, unshadowsbles, and
unseeables ? |s there any society which
has got a population of Criminal Tribas 7
Is there a society in which there exists
today primitive people. wheo live in jung-
Ing, who do not know even to clothe
themsalves? How many do they count
in numbers?  |s it a matter of thousands 7
1 wish they numbered a paltry few. The
tragedy is that they have 1o be counted
in millions. millions of Untouchables,
millons of Criminal Tribes, millions of
Primitive Tribes! One wonders whether
the Hindu civillzation ‘is civilization of in-
famy? This is about the ideal. Turm now
1o the state of Things as it existed when
Ranade came on the scene. It is impo-
szible to realize now the state of degrada-

tion they had reached when the British
came on the scane and with which the Re-
ftouners like Banade wera faced. Let me
begin with the condition of the intelleciu-
gl class. The rearing and guiding of a ci-
vilization must depend upon its imelegct-

" ual class-upon the lead given by the Brah-

mins. Under the ald Hindu Law the Brah-
min enjoved the benefit of the clergy and

not to be hanged even if he was guilty of
murder, and the East India Company allow-
ed him the privilege 1111 1817, That is no
doubt because he wes the salt of the Earth.
Was there any salt left in him? His pio-
fession had lost all its nobility. He had
become & pest. The Brahmin systemati-
cally preyed on society -and profitesred in
Religlon, Toe Puranss and Shastras which
he manufaciured in tons are treasure trove
of sharp practices which the Brahming em-
ploved to befool, beguile and swind e the
the common mass of poor, illiterate and
superstitious Hindus. It is impossible in
this address to give references to tham.
| can oniy refer 1o the nnbrl:i\rq maasynas
which th= Brahmins had sanctified as pro-
per to be employed against the Hindus to
ithe encashment of their rights and privi-
leges. Lel those who want to know read
the preamble to Regulation XXI of 1735,
According to it whenever a Brahmin wan-
ted 1o get anything which could not be
willingly got from his victim, he resoried |
to various coercrve practices - lacerating
his own body with knives and razors, of
threatening to swallow Some Paison wWere
the ususi tricks he practised to camy out
his selfish purpdses. There were other
ways employed by the Brehmin to coerca
the Hindus which were as exiraordinary

a5 they were shameless. A common prac-

tice was the erection in front of the houss
of his wictim of the koarh-a circular en-
closure in which a pile of wood was
placed-within the anclosure an old woman
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MUSLIMS ARE “LIVING HAPPILY” IN INDIA

Bombay : The foreign tours of the head of the Dawoodi Bohras,
Dr. 5. M. Burhanuddin, have given a fitting reply to the false propaganda

in some countries that minorities do not bave freedom in India,

Dr. Yusul Najmuddin, the Syedna’s brother
and Rector of the Arabic Academy in
Surat, repons UNI, In fact, the existence of
the Bohra sect’s headguarters hare makes
it clear that tolerance prevails in India.
The Syedna had just returned from & tour
of Sri Lanka Meanwhile. a Pakistani editor

who visited India after 35 years found In-
dian Muglims self-confident and thair rela-
tions with the majority community vastly

according to
improved. Altaf Hassan Quereshi. the edi-
tor of the monthly, Urdu Digest, of Lahora,

visitod different parts of India last February *

to study the common man's attitude to Pa-
kistan & condition of Indian Muslims. Co-
mmuralriols do take place, but the Hindu
majority shavays condemns them and
gympathises with Muslims, he wrote,

{Deccan Herald, May-8) |

was placed ready to be burnt in the koork
if his object was not granted. The second
dévise of such & kind was the placing of
his women and children in the sight of
his victim and threaten to behead them.
The third was the Dhwurns starving on the
doorstep of the victim. This s nothing
Erahming had started meking claima for a
right to deflower the women of non-Brah-
mins. The practice prevailed in the family
of the Zamorin of Calicut and among the
Vallebhechari sect of Vaishnavas. What
depths of degradation the Brahmins had
fallen tal If, as the Bible, says, the salt
has lost its flovour wherewith shall it be
salted? Mo wonder the Hindu Society
had its moral bonds loosened to a dange-
rous point. The East India Company had
in 1819 to pass a Regalation (VI of 1819)
0 put a stop 10 this moral degeneracy.
The preamble to the Regulation savs that
women wene employed wholasale to en-
tice and take sway the wives or female
children for purposes of prostitution. and
it was common practice among husbands
and fathers 1o desert their familios and

children, Public conscience there was
none, and in the-absence of conscience it
was futile 10 expect moral indignation
againgt the social wrongs. Indeed the
Brahmins were engaged in defending every
wrong for the simple reason that they liv-
ed on tham. They defended untouchahi-
lity which condemned millions to the lot
of the helot. They defended caste, they
defended female child marriage and they
defended enforced widowhood- the two
great props of the Caste System. They
deferded the burning of widows & they
defended the social system of graded in-
equality with its rule of hypergamy which
led the Rajputs to kill in their thousands
the daughters that were bom to them.

* What shames | What wrongs | Can such

a Society show its face before civilized

nations 7 Can such a Socisty hope to ser-
vive I Such were the guestions which

Ranade asked. He concluded that on only
ong condition it could ba saved namaly,

rigourous soclal reform. fRanede. Gandhi»

and Jinneh, Bhim Patrika Publications,
MNakodar Rd. Jullundar - 3, 1978 - page
24 to 27) 4 0
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Letters tn Ddlitor :

Rahulan Ambewadekar, convenar. Dalit
Panthers of India, UP. Kanpur:- DV is
very good and useful to us, So also the
books of Dalit Sahitya Akademy. We want
to have all your literature.

R. L. Kaln, gen. secretary. Delhi SC
Walfare Assn., Ambedkar Bhawan, New
Dalhi - We got a copy of the DV through
Jugal Kishore and it made an interesting
reading. It informs verious development
efforts all over India in regard to dalit
movement. OQur assn. has a library and
large number of people Fnake usa of it.
Therefore. we want to have DV and all
your books, k

Fr. Albert Nambiaparambil, Centre for
Indian Bnd Inter-Religious Studies. Rome,
ltaly: DV is keeping me in touch with the
_ developments in India.

Dr. Velu Annamalai, Texas. USA : |

10

have seen issues of DV end | find most

important subjects discuszed therein. |
can say without hesitetion that |- heve ne-
ver seen any other publication of this gu-
ality, fighting for our people before. |
also read seven books written by you.
| am amazed at the amount of work you
had done & the courage you have to put
them on books. DV & your books will
filla great void. We have three major
weekly journais run by Indians in this
country. | have been fighting these jour-
nals run by casteist Hindus. After | read
your books, | want to use your words in
my fight against these communal press
here. Please give me permission. Three of
* us arg active, Dr. Laxmi Berwa, 8 madical
doctar from Haryane, and Madhukar Kam-
ble from Maharashtra, We send articles

gnd lettars to newspapers in India but
noné publish them. The story is the same
here. All the press is in the hands of Hin-
dus & Brahmins. Though | have coms out
of Hinduism, | am yet to decide whera to
go. | have been having the same question
that you have raised in the Ambedkar &
His Conversion. Dr. Berwa knows you.
Wa are really excited to read your books.
Wa want more of tham.,

Kazuhiro Usui, Fukuoka. Japan: We
want to translate DV articles into Japanese
to introduce them to our readers here. In
March, we toured India & met many Dalit
Panther leaders, During this fruitful tour
& talks with delits we realised the impor-
tence of OV not only: to India but even
Japan. DV is the only organised maga-
zine for the dalit movement. :

¥.L. Mingthing, Eastern Theological Co-
llege, Jorhat, Assem @ Thanks very much
for makirg us aware of what goes on in
the courtry through DV. | hope more
people will learn to appreciate DV which
bravely expresses truth.  As for Zalieng,
who spedks about his own tribal re'igion
and who 13 given al¥ publicity by the RSS,
it I8 & woice from just one man who can't
get along with his own Maga people. Per-
sons of his triba whomever | meet & in-
quired about him simply laughed saying
that he is bit out of track.

Dr. T. Dayananandan Francis, gen. sec-
ratary. Christian Literature Society, Mad-
ras. 1he Tamil translation of your book,
Why Go For Conversion? s on display in
our bookshop. You can count on our full
support. = Your lectures & notes are of
great halp 1o us in our fight against com-

munalism, |



Pg. 89-91). A film actor like Amitabh
Bachchan or actress like Hema Malinf may
have millions of fans but the glamour s
temporary. The moment the youth fades,
the star sinks. A cricketer or Sporisman
it sdored till his capaciy l2sts. A wresi-
ler, boxer ora King Kong will be feared
until his body strength stays. A polithcian
like Indira Gandhi or Reagen is adoned
until the person Is in power. Remembar
peaple used to avoid Indire Gandhi like &
plague when she was defeated by the Ja-
nata. Those with mopey come and go.
Mo Tata or Birla is remembered by the hi-
story. A beauty queen is glonfied il
har skin fades.  Thare is nothing perma-
nant with stars, sportemen, body-builders,
political personalities or wealthy tyocoons,
But that is not the case with en intellect-
uel. He is respected not anly in his life
time but even afier that. Kalidesa was
gimply & poot ander King Vikramaditya but
the king's meme he= feded but not of Kali-
daza— India’'s greatest Sanskrit writen
Somatimes.an intellectual is respectad and
recogrised more after his death. ‘Karl
Marx's name will be'there as fong as his-
oryis thers. So too Plato, Jesus Christ.
Mohamed Paipambar, Lafin, Mao, Martin
LutherKing., Progress of any country de-
pend only on its Intellactuals. They
alone tan lsad but in India. ales. our in-
tellgctvals have bean only misleading the
snciety because they have besn impotent
and corrupt,  That is why they compro -
mise. Look at the courage of J. BE. 5. Hal-
dane. He subjacted-himse!f to great phy-
sical pain by himself becoming a guinsa
pigof his experiments. Have we produced
a sclentist of his calibre ¥ Our scientists
are spending thair time not in laboratories
but In sirconditioned offices. busy push-

B B

ing fites. Intellectuals of India have not
given ovidonce of thelr ‘coursage, their in-
dependence of thought and ‘conwiction
which are tha indices 1o judge en intalle-
ctual. They aré not courdgeous, batauss
they are 5o praaccupled with selfish inter-
estg,  That is why they migrate 1o foraign
countries in search 'of kushy jobs.  Prime
Minlster Indire Gandhi on Jube 3 is repor-
ted to have axpressed concern over " brain
drain of scientific talent.” But this is
not the first time she and other top lead-
ars gre expressing such a concern,  What
is the usé of a brain that allows itsslf to
ba drained 7 Better not have such brains,
What we want is brains with hearts— and
such braing will rareély allow self to be
drained. Heartless braine are mora dang-
erous than brainless hearts. Therefore
let the heartiess brains go. India will in
no way beconwe poorer. A true intellact-
ual will not sell himself. - He can newver
be bought. He can never seek power and
ambition. He will speak the truth-coms
what may- even at the cost of his life.
The evil has triumphed in India and the
country |8 drifting because our intellect -
uals donot speak up., So much so the
country has grown sick and its sickness is
gffecting the outside world a3 well. But
pur intellectusls am unperturbed. To them
their caste and cesh is more important
than the etermal pursuit of ruth.  What is
the Lse of learning and knowledge when
it does not bring cash or power § Popula-
rity does not depend upon omes ability
but other factors. " Success in life”’ de-
pend not on learning but on bank balance.
in such a society what use is learning or
intellectual pursuits 7 Intellectuals are
laughed at. despised.. Why should -we
sirain the brain when maney can be mads



. awver-watchful political parties.
_is an all-round famina,
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without it T This is India today. If our
intellectuals are corrupt and spineless. the
masses are dumb. deaf snd bljnd, because
of poverty and illiteracy. The latter are
illiterate bocause they are poor. When
they are preocccupied all the tima in an
endless battle of the belly. where is tha
tima for them to think, even if thinking is
possible 7 If this is the position of the
poorest, what about the educated. emplo-
yed peaple who come from this very same
revelutionary section-dalits and other per-
gacuted minodities ¥ Tha tragedy with this
saction is thoy have bacome easy - going.

* pleasuré-soeking. Mot only that. A con-

siderable number of them, particularly the
educatéd Untouchables. hide their identity
and tum into bumlickers. Yes. there are
a tiny section of conscientious people
ameong them who are angry. . Who wants

._to rebel 7 ""The world owes much to re-

bels who would dare to argue in the face
of the pontiff and insist that he is not in-
fallib’e. | don’t care for the credit which

query progrossive society must give to ite

robels.”” (Dr. B. R. Ambodkar. preface to
second edition of Annihilation of Caste.)
Ambadicar, however, lived up to the defini-
tion of & rabal, an intéllectual giant. But
such of the rebals are spotted out and fi-
pighed at the wary-initial stage. Those
who have manaped 1o escape and build

“up thelr laadorship e recrufted by

So thare

Mo ruling class
will produce a revolutionary. On tha other

hand, the revolutionary section is starved
to submission by the ruling class. This
gngwers the oft-repeated question : ““Why

Irdia has not produced & second Ambod-
ker 7 Babasaheb livod a major part of his
lifs when India was under the British who
wora benevolent rulers. Not pnly they
gave us education, denled to us by Brah-
mins, but éven gave us modem, Western,
knowledge. Not only that! If there was
any *‘freedom struggle”’ and some leaders
lmﬁlnmiqndﬂllrum:hh to fight
the British, it was because of the knowl-
edge they gained from the wvery British
education and the encouragemaent they
gave to fight for liberty and fraternity.
But for the British rule. which in fact
maant 8 Chrstian rule. India Id not
h#ve been what it s today.

despite his open criticism of the British

Government got all the encourgemant from
the British. Mo criticised the British
right on their face bedkar did. Thay
gave him all the tacilities ard also pro-
tected him against his enemies. They
pave all-out encoursgement and built up
his leadership. Onca the British were out,
dalits & the persecuted minorities of India
hed none to protect them. Thay wore
virtually thrown to wolves. The independ-
wnce that India got on Aug. 15, 1847 was
the independence given to the high cestas
to exploit, which thay could not do sarli-
ef 50 freely. The lombs aré bound and
bundied and handed 10 wolves on a Silver
platter. That is the reason why after in-
dependence India did not get a second
tambedkar, Mo honest. dedicated leader-
ship is toleratad by thess ever-watchiul
head - hunters. This is the heinous role
played by India’s intellectual class. [
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