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Marndal Commission Report

ARE THE O.B.Cs.. READY TO DIE FOR IT?

Twelve p.c. of Hindu upper castes are enjoying 889 of the ben: fits of Indis"s
progress and 83%, of the low cast:s are grudgingly gven oaly 189, of the
share, says Government of India"s Mandal Commission Report beautifully
summing up the country’s fust-deterisraticg socio-sconomiz situation,

The raport of the secord Backward
Clagses Commission, headed by B. P.
Mandal, who died recently, was placed
before Paliament on Apri 30, 1982
after 18 months of delaying tactics
by the Governmant which had  recelved
the report on Dec. 31, 1980, Janata Paty
Govt. appointed the Commistion but the
report was submitted to the Congress
Govl. of Prime Minister Indra Gandhi who
had given ampla indication that she was
not in favour of the report.  Already L.R.
Maik, a membor of the Mandal Commis-
gion. had admitted “‘thet he saw no hope
for the réport being imp'emented Tha
political will is lacking in the present
sotup’’ he sald in an interview to  *The
Daity” (May 5.1982). B.P.Mandal himselt
had in @ talk with us predicted that his
report alsowould meet the fate of the Kaka
Kalelks Commission Report on Backward
Classes (1953) unless tha OBCs were
ready for a blopdy street battle. In this
wory column we had twice (-DV- Sepl

1931 & DV. No. 5 Dec. 16-31, 1981)
expressed the sama foar and subsequent
évenis have proved that we aro nght. It
is now a month sincé the Mandal repon
became public but we are sory to note
the total absence of any follow-up ‘action
by the OBC leaders. Barring the Dravida
Khazagham of Tamil MNadu, which along
has been making all the noise, nobady alse
ig irterested in this report. V. Analmuthu
of the Periyar Equal Riphts Movemant of
Trichy. TN, was to a great sxtant respan.
sible for placing the report in Parliamany,
But Charan Singh, Dovaraj Urs, Karuns-
nidhi, considered to be backward class
leaders, have not made any statement so
far. No political party has passed any
meolut'on on the Mandal report. The
Marxists, both CPl & CPM. have bean
from the eévery beginning opposed to
reservations to DBCs- or any résernvalions
for that matter. On the other hand. weo
have any number of reactions criticising
the Mardal Report. That means the high
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costes of India and their orgins. iHe
“naticnal prass’”, are alert while the very
beneficiaries are peacefully sleeping.
Slaves sre enjoying their slavery. We
«have gona through the Mandal Report and
found it good. Ewven experts on OBC
problem have approciated the report. How
62% of the OBCs could be satisfied with
amore 273 of the reservations?. That is
not the point here. Mandal Commission
has made bast of the bad bargain. Since
the main recommendations of the Commi-
ssion had come in the Press there is no
need 1o mention it here. -However, the
following main points need repatition :
(1) 27 of reservations in jobs in all
Contral and State Govts., public & private

sactors (both in recuritment % promotion)

& admission to - educational Institutions.
{2) Tha criterion fixed for measuring back-
wardness is ‘‘caste’” & not incoma. or
povarty, 7T8%of the respondents have reco-
mmended coste criterion, (3) The total
of OBCs sra 3,743 (4) Reservations
are recommandoed even in privete sector

* and those factories & offices recaiving

govi. aid.  [5) The OBCs constitute B2%
of the Indian population (including
Muslims and Christians) but the reserva-
tions to them is fixed at almost half of
this 8t 27% in view of the Supreme Court
ruling that reservations cannot excecd
B0%." As 5C B 5Ts are given 22.5% of
reservations, tha OBCs must be content
witha mere 275 reservation. (6) OBC
candidatos appearing in merlt guota

unresensed 507 called * merit "}
should not be adjusted against 277 reser-
vad guota. (7)) The poor people of India
belong to low castes and hence “‘caste”™
is **¢lags’ in Hindu India. The recomm-
endations are fairly good & mads with a

ﬁ t . i S

practical viewpoint 8o that they are pot ast
aside by ‘owr consevative; high-coste-
controlled colirt.  But can the country ba
ruled by the court? If the court had fixed
a limit of 0% it can be asked by the

. people, who aré above the court. 1o mvise

its opinion. « It is not the people who 8o
mads for the courts but vice versa. When
the Commission réstricted the reservations
to 274 to'a set of people who actually
form B2 population, it is ssking the
people to live for the sake of courts, -If
&% the Supreme Court says nesérvations
excesding 505 will violate the povisions
of Articles 15 (4 & 16 (4) of the Consti-
tution, then the Constitution can be
amended. The Constitution s made by
the peopla & for the paople. W can

understand the opposition from India's

coulr & the press which as per the ¢ caste
and class composition {have to be anti-
poor, but what makes us wery suspleious
is the dub cu="stand taken by the Prims
Minister and her Govt, Not only Gout, went
on dodgmg Pardament but gave ampla
indication of its hostillty when it referred
the report to the States for thei opinion.
The Manda! Commission wes zppointed
by Govt. of India and not by the State
Govts. Why should it consult the States?
Does it not mean it i vying to deldy and
thus kill the report? Jusice delayed is
just.ce denied.  We wery well urderstand
the Govi, predicament. Karpoori Thakur

had to face wiclent ocpposition from the-

Govt. servents themselves against 1is job
reservation scheme for OBCs in Eihar.
Only sbout 5% of the Indian populsdon is
employed in public sefvices. Since Lovl
saivices command influence and respucl.
it is but natural that the teditionsly

[Contd. on Page 11)
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NOT CLASS BUT CASTE STRUGGLE WILL

LIBERATE DALITS

{0, David, Vellore, T )

I had the oppertunity to meet some dalit action groups. They are orga-
nising the dalits on class basis for their liberation. T appreciate the activi-
sts zeal and their involvement in liberating the dalits. But the point is
whether organising the dalits on class basis will really liberate them from

their oppression.  What kind of oppressi-
on the dalits are suffering in the present
Indign social structure ¥ What kind of
struggle, whether caste or class struggle,
is to be adopted for their liberation ¥ Dr.
B. R. Ambedkar and Jagjivan Ram, the
twio topmost leaders of dalits, will be my
feedback 1o tell about the actual oppréss-
lon of the dalits and the method of strug-
gle to be adopted for their liberation. Th=
ese two leeders, though politically diffe-
rent in ideologies, commaonly aimed at li-
berating dallts. “'As caeste pervades the
gntire gamut- of Indian soclety, caste is
the be-a) and end-all of our society. [t
guides the destinity of an Indian right from
womb to tomb and from cradle to grave
and even beyond”, says A. E. Pundit
Activists will now realisa the kind of opp-
ression the dalits ae suffering. |f 0, wh-
at kind of struggle is necessary to libarate
them 7 Once again | seek Dr. Ambedkar
and Jagjivan Ram to answer this question,
““The salvation of Untouchsbles'", says
Dr. Ambedkar, ""will come only when the
caste Indian is made to think and is forced
to feel that he must alter his ways. | wa-
nt 8 reyolution in mentality of the castn
indian. For that. you must create a crisis
by direct action egainst the customary co-
de of conduct of the ceste Indian, The
crisis wiil compel the caste Indian to think
and once he begins 1o think he will be

mare ready to change than he is otharwi-
ge likaly to be™. Again. he says: "The
assurance of a soclalist leading the revol-
ution that he does not believe in caste, |
am sure, will not suffice. The assurance
must bs the assurance proceeding from
much desper foondation, namely the me-
ntel attitude of the compsatriots towards
one another in their spirit of personal egu=-
ality and fratesnity. That the social order
prevalent in India is a matter which & so-
cialist must deal with, that unless he does
g0, he cannot achieve his revolution, and

that if he does achieve it 8s 8 resultof go-
od fortune he will have to grapple with it

if he wishes to realise his ideal, is a pro-
pogition which in my opinion, % incontr-
ovartible, He will be compalled to take
actcount of caste after revolution if he do-
g8 not take account of it before revolution®”
He categorically stated that it is the love
of religion.that made Gandhi 1o talk of con-
version of heart. But it is love of my peo-
p's that compelled me to speak for the
annihilation of caste™. Jagjivan Ram sa-
id: ""Caste s the most extreme form of in-
stitwtionalised sxploitation.  An attack on
this must be among the core progremmes
for bringing about rapld social change.
What we need is 8 mass movement 1o re-
move the lasl vestiges of caste ment-
ality from our people and create a epirit of
partrership between & man and man'.
Abedkar said: "It is held by some that



the social problem apart from the prob-
lem of Untouchables is economic. If the
economic problem is nghtly tackled the
rest need not matter.  That is, in my viow
a vary suparficial view, 1 have alwaeys
held that our approach must be integratod
and while the economic and political mu-
st receive adequate attention, the socisl
may be ignored only at peril to both™.
The activist by now might have felt that it
ig caste struggle. rather class struggle. th-
at liberates the -dalits in this connection,

Dr. Lohia said : “"All those who think th-
at with the removal of poverty through
modermn &conomy the cesie sepregation
*will automatically disappesr make & big
mistake. All war on poverty i5a sham
unless it s at the samd timeé 8 conscious
and sustained war on caste’’. The report
of A. V. Seemit on the Marthwada riots is
another warning for thoss working for 1he
libaration of dalits. Caste iz one of the
most important aspects of Indian soclaty,
It represents a specific form of oppression
at the leval of relations of production, To
say that they are only class issues, notca-
ste, is tolally absurd. The activists may
find two main obstacles 1o organisa, dalits

on caste basis and to stert caste struggle

(a) The first obstacle is pelitical reser-
vatlon. This divides the dalits and make
themn join several political parties. The
dalits owe their allegiance to party leade-
& but not to their own community. Dalis
pet divided and become political bondad
labourers to their party” lsaders. (b} The
second obstacle is the grant of social ad-
ucational and economic concessions, aids

™ grants etc to the dalits on the basis of ca-

ste and religion. Frior 1o 1950, the dalits
wWelre Jiven concessions, sids, drants on

the around of untouchability. But after
the passing of the Presidential (Ordinance)
Scheduled Castes Order, 19860, the con-
cessions, aids and grants were given only
to those dalits who profess Hindulsm and
Sikhism and those professing Buddhism,
Christisnity weré notl given CONCHISIONS.
Thus a disunity is created by the Gowi.
betweon dalits professing Hinduism and
dalits professing Buddhism, Christianity
by adopiing the famous ""divide and rule’”
policy. The division of dalits on politic-
al resgrvations and social, educational and

. economic concessions, aids and grants,

on caste basis preventad them from comi-
ng tegether to fight for the abolition of
caste. The activists who want 1o liberate
dalits through caste struggle should first
educate them saying that the present res-
ervation, both political and socisl end ed-
ucational, based on caste confirms and
legalises the caste structure. Existence of
casis structure promotas caste atrocities

and that the reservation is the greatest im.

pedimant to fight for legitimata rights.

They should be told that their iegitimate

rights are not 8 banevolent gift bestowed
on them by Govt.. but a birth right 1o be
obtaired by Struggle. It should be nlso
painted out to them that inspite-of parca-
nage reservations and concessions the
majority of them ate stlll iiving balow po-
verty line as rural and landless agricultu-
ral labourers. Such an intensive conscis-
ntising the dalits is & prerequizite far star-
ting caste struggle.  The activist must ch-
ange his approach and methodology while
talking about liberation. If the activist

fails to change his way he will confirm the

statement of Dr. Ambedkar - "“You can
get thousands of youths to join political
[Contd.,on Pege 6 col 1]



CRUCIFIXION DF A

JUURNALIST

{Our correspondeant)
‘Bangalore : The Industrial Tribunal, Karnataka, has held the dismissal
of V. T. Rajshekar from the Indian Express as invalid in a judgment delive-
red here on Jan. 25, 1982. V. H. Upadhyaya, presiding officer of the Tri-

bunal, in his verdict said that the /adian
Exprass application for spproval of the
dismissal was dismissed with cost. V. T.
Ralshekar, doputy chiel reporter of the /n-
dan Express, was chargogheeted on Jan,
23, 1979 for the alleged ““misconduct in
subscribing articlos to rival periodicals
against the express prohibition and thus
engaged himsell outside office work”.
In the domestic inguiry that followed, the
enaulry officer upheld the charge and he
was dismissed on April 26, 1978, by
Bhagwandas Goenka, managing director.
The Tribunal in its order said that the
“"standing order’” of the Indfan Express
does not provide for a8 misconduct of the
nature alleged. Further, V. T. Rajshekar
had immediatly replied stating that he had
prior written parmission of the editor-in-
chief given in Sept. 1972 to contribute
prticles 1o other journals. This documont-
ary evidence was never considered by the
management. Instead, the manager of the

_ company hurrled to issue an office memo

gnd institute an enquiry which was nola

validly constituted enquiry. Even esKul- -

dip Maysr and the editor-in-Chief Mulgao-
kar wore soized of the matter, he was
dismissed. The tribunal sald enguiry offi-
cer himsell seems to have “‘acted ina
biesed mind™" and “sppears 1o have gone
a long way to help the management’”.
This was obvious from the fact that he

did not sliow. the written pérmission of
the editor-in-chief a5 svidence. Bul. stre-

ngaly enough, in his findings he hat stated

F

that it is not scceptable and tha original
should hwe bpen produced. Moreover,
the editor-in-chief, who has given the
parmission to V. T. Rajshaker, was never
eamingd. The Tribunal folt that it V. T.
Rajshekar had known sbout the office rule -
nol 1o write articles to other journals but
did not have the writtén permission
he wou'd not hawve written amicles o hid
own name printed well balow the title of
his articles. It is siso ocbvious that he
wis not getting any regulsr emuneration
for contributing articles and hance did not
vio'ste the norms laid down in the appoi-
nirent order, Further, the magazines
{ Carawan, Onlooker etc. ) 1o which
b was contributing wend néver tha rivals
of the indvan Express which was a daily.
Ir his evidence V. T. Rajsheker had man-
tianed names of colleagues who ‘were
slic contributing to other newspapars In-
cu'ding dailies and the (then) Chief Re-
pottor out of personal dislike and prafes-
sinnal jeaiously had fabricated a Case
against him. Tha chief reporter had wri-
tten a lettor to the (than) news editor 10
“bylid up s case”” ageinst V. T. Rajshoksr.
Im such @ situstion, it wus surprising that
the management never called the chief
reporter as & witness. The inquiry officar
pleyed into the hands of the chief reporier
and the manager. Tribunal said. “‘Looking
at the manner in which the enquiry was
conducted and the evidence adduced be-
fore the inquiry officer and also the find-
ings given by him, | have no hesitation in



concluding that the enguiry officer was
fully biaszed and the findings are perverse
and not based on proper appreciation of
ovideance., Under such circumstances, |
have to conculde that the decision for
dismissal of the opponent (V. T. Hnjnh?-
kar) taken by the Managing Director is
wrong”’, the Tribunal said passing severe
strictures on the inquiry officer. manager

of the Indian Express & the Indian Express
management as & whols, Tha Indian Ex-

press management hes since gone in, a
wirit sppeal to the Earnataka High Courl
Following the dismissal The Karnateke
Dalit Action Committes, Bangalore, nnd
many other journalist, dalit. minority. ba-
ckward class, rationalist. human rghts or-
ganizations in different parts of India had
issued staternents sayicg V. T. Raphekar
was made the victim of communal preju-
dice. His dismissal becama an all-India
nows and dalits and minorities of Banga-
lore took out & protest demonsiration be-
fore the Express building.  Justice V. M.
Tarkunde, a former judge of the Bombay
High Court, after going through the do-
mestic inquiry report said the dismissal
wias illega'. M. C. Marsimhan, Advocate
and & noted CPl wade unfon leadsr of

Bangalore, appearad for V. T. Rajshekar
frea of charge 0

[Contd. from Page 4]

propaganda. but you cannot get one sin-
glé youth to take up tha causa of libarati-
ng the scheduled cestes from caste system
or of removal of untouchability’’ and any

attampt to organise them on class basis
will ba a day dream. Ho also sald - “'Men
will not join in & revolution for the equa-
lisation of proparty unless thoy know that
after the revolution is achisved they will
be teated ecually and that there will ba
no discriminaticn of caste and cread’”

Books referred : Annhiation of Castet by
Or. B. R. Ambedkar ; Caste Challenge in
Indie - Jagjivan Ram, O

“"thres decodes of Independence & the
dawn of freedom is vet 10 besiow &
willing smile on many a hamlet of the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes" :

WE
THE KERALA STATE
DEVELOPMENT CORPOR-
ATION FOR SCHEDULED
CASTES & SCHEDULED
TRIBES LIMITED
TRICHUR

AIMED AT A FIRM FOUND-
ATION FOR THEIR UPLIFT

BY

_PROVIDING AVENUES FOR
DWELLING HOUSES
OWNING LAND OF HIS OWN
CHANCE IN PROFESSION
SELF - RELIANCE
CO-OPERATIVE EFFORT

AND THROUGH OTHER
SELF EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES

1o raize economic status fufﬂla'mtubﬁs-
hmaent of eocial security.

K. P. Madhavan,
Chairman

©. Vijayachandran,
Maneging Director [in-charga)




HHH‘DAL COMMISSION EXPOSES HAVOC PLAYED -

BY HINDUISM " ON LOW CASTES

_ New Delhi :

The Mandal Commission hat warned against any facile as-
sumption that the caste system was on-its way out, reports UNI.

It had

gnined a new lease of life by becoming a major factor in the electoral pro-

cess, 11 admits that caste restrictions have
loogened considerably 8% & resdlt of the

rule of lew intreduced by the British and.
after Independence, by other factors like
urbanization, industrialization, spreed of
education and Intraduction of adult fran-
chize. But all these, ;nnhr marked a shift
of emphasis and not any material altera-
tion in basic structure of the system. The
increasing importance of casteism in In-
dian politics is inevitable since this sys-
tam provides thoe political Inadership with
raadymade chennels of communication &
gven mobliization.  In times 1o come  the
importance of caste in Indian politics will
Increase rather than diminish, It quotes
with approval the observation of the wall-
known social scientist Rajani Kothari that
“those in India who complainof casteism
in poltics, ams really locking for & somt of
politics which has no basis in society”™
It says : "“The pace of social mobility is

no doubt increasing and some traditional

fentures of the caste system have inevit-
ably weakeneéd. But whai caste has lost
on the ritwal front it has mone then fained
on the political front.  In view of this, it

will be unrealistle to 2ssume that the in-
stitution of caste will wither away n the

" foreseeable future’®. The extension of
caste’s operational field from the willage
to the Stategor all-India level may give
tha impression that at long last. the caste
system is losing its traditional divisive
role and hopefully, "we are moving to-
wards the gosl of national integration’ .

But nothing could be farther from the
truth, it says & ‘observes that toa large ex-
tént, caste hierarchy also reflected & com-
szponding economic backwardness of the
hffected sections in Indien soclety. “'If

raligion was ever used g5 an opium of the
masees, it was dore in India, A small

priest class by 8 suitable process of condi-

" tioning the thinking of the V85t majority

of the pegpla, hypnotized them for ages
imo accepting a robe of servility with hu-
mility"". As labourers, cultivators & crafts-

man, “shudras’” wera the mein producers
of the social surplus. ""While their soclal

labour was the lifeblood of India‘s great
civilizatiaon, yet, they were treated as out-

cagtes. They had no right to- private pro-
perty, carcled the main burden of taxes &

the hesviest punishments for even minor
infringements”’ .  As caste conditionad &
controlied every aspect of an individual's
lite, says the Commission, it led 10 a si
twabon, where lower castes wend back-
wiird, not only socially, but also educa-
t'onally, economically & politically! Byt

tha higher castes advanced in all direct-
iong. [ The Sraresmien, May B, 1882} [

Just published !

Whe _is Huling India ?
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CHRISTIANITY UNDER ATTACK IN
HINDU INDIA

Bombay : Owver 50,000 Christians in Bombay on May 6 took partina
“'solidarity march™, the first of a series of protests against the denial of

entry 1o Christian ministers in Arunachal

Governmant 1o protect Christians and their
property in Kanyakumari and the denial of
permanent affiliation and recognition to
51, John's Madical College at Bangalons
by the Bangalore University. The march,
organised by the Society for Protection of
Fundamental Rights, Bombay. and the
§t. John's Medical College .Parents’
Association, it said 10 be one of the
biggest taken out by tha Christian comm-
unity in recent vears. The processionist
waora black bands and carried placards in-
scribed with their demands. The demands
also include ban on communal organisa-
tions indulging in fenatic and wioclent
activities, protection from atrocities and
domage to ther lives and properlty and
riépeal of the Arunachal Pradesh Freedom
of Religion Act and- similar Acts in other
States. The processionists on their way
from the Azad Maidan to tho Cross Maidan
sang prayers & raised siogans. In a pross
pilease the orgonisers hawve alieged that
Christians in Arunachal Pradesh are depri-
vid of the right to practice and propagate
their faith and are even denied a Christian
burial. ** Strangely, though India Is
socular, Christanity and lslam are discri-
minated agalhst in the State as being
foraign religions’’, In Kanyakumari simple
Christian fishermen were shot dead, ther
houses destroyed. nung molested and
many Christian churches dagraged. As
regards  5t.  John's Maedical College
though the minorities heve 8 fundamenial

Pradesh, failure of the
right to establish and administer their own
institutions, the college, one of the
foremost colleges in India, is boing denied
permanent affiliation and recognition by
the Bangalora Univarsity.

fDaccan Herald, May-T)

Addressing the rally George Manezes
said that the Christians werg *‘unable to
attend mass and other religious services
anil were a'so doenied burial rites as
thare were no priesis to perform them™.
He blamed “‘communal fanatics™ in the
Bangalore University senate for. denying
mingrity status to  St. John's Medical
College. Referringtothe killings in
Kanyakumarl, he said investigations had
indicatod that “outside elemonts”™ had
entéred that region to sow sesds of
discord among Hindus and Christians.
H Surosh. a ratired judge. explained the
constitutional provisions of Articles
14, 18, 25 and 30 and said right-thinking
Indians should sympathise with the
minorities in their demands. Among the
other speakers ware Maulana Abbas Rizvi,
Philips Almeida. Dr. Simon Fernandes,
Ex-mayor of Bombay, StanleyD Souza and
a Shiv Sena leader, A delegation comp-
rising Mamen Babu. secretary of the
society, Willie Fernandes, Maj - Gen,
Eustace D'Soura, Tony Rodrigues and
Frank Miranda called on the Govemnor and
presonted a memorandum addrased to the
Prima Minister,

| Fimes of India, May-T) 1
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R.S.S. RENEWS CHRISTIAN-BAITING

On Nov. 21-24, 1981, the North-East Tndia Council of Churches held a
secret seminar in Shillong on Evangzlization i.e. conversion. Rev. K. Yme
Aier, in his paper, faid that for conversions, “the fullness of time is now ™

He said it would ba*'d’sastrous™ il they
let o this opportunity. The opporiunity
wias great, he said, because N. E. India
had now been splintered into seven states,
against the ocdgingl thres.  Another plus
factior was thoe “foreigners” issue,
which cou'd ba used by other states also.
Lact and maost important ;  “Thare am
about 26 milien peoples, of which
Chrigtians form hardly 125, In general
Christiens ane a minority. But a1 the top
decision-making level, Christians form a
majpority.  Four of the geven Chisl Mini-
sters mra Christians and likewise of the
Chief Sccretaries of the States. four are
Chiistians and 3 non-Cheistisns.  Qur
Christian ministers can  influence their
pounterparts at the decislon-making tabla
for this region
an overwhelmingnon-Christian population,
Christians can exert tremendous amount
of inlluyence in tha region and thareby
maks the task of mistisn and Evangelism

have all the more fsds registance.””
(%.5.8 Joumal, Orgeniser, May 9] L3

Though dominatad by

St. John's gets affili=tion

Bangelore : The Bangalore Unbversity
has given affililaton to 51. John's Madical
College for the acsdomic yvear 1982-B3
and 1983-84, pccording to college autho-
rittes. There was “controversy ower the
alfilistion of the college. with the
Bangalore University contending that it
had not fulfilied all conditipns. Dr. G.M.
Magcaranhas has been appainted Doan of
the college. He succeads Dr. C.M Francis.

{Deccan Harald, May 107 |

T.N. Govt. Criticises Christians
Madrag | Tamil Madu Chief Minister
M. G. Remachandran on May 12 sccused
many Chiistian missionary organisations of
still carrying on hostile propaganda against
Hindus in Kanyakumari which weas the
sceéng of 8 vicious communal camage in
March last. He told newsmen here that
he had recelved reports to this effect and
had called for fuller details from the
district authorities. He did not stato what
the Govemment proposed to do about if.
He had been informed. he zaid, that these
misgionary organisations were trying to
comvirt the weaker sactions to Christianity.
He said this in reply to a query about
continued religious propaganda, when he
had called for a halt to it for at least six
months till communal passions cooled.
He said he had aiso received personal
complaints and reprosentations and would
hayve these lookéed wnto by the districi
authorities. There wos a Hindu Religious
ang Charitable Endowments Boord for
H ndu instifutions and 8 Wakf Boord for
the Muslims. He would meet Christian
leaders 1o discuss the need for & similar
ong for Christian institutions.
[ Yeegan Harald, May-13) L]
Sai Baba blesses scicntlts

Bombay : Satys Sai Baba. on May 14
vigsited the Bhabha Atomic Rasearch
Contré 81 Trombay and spent about 90
minutes with senior scientists. He offered
them facilities o hold their next - annual
conforence at Prashanti Milavam, Puttapar-
thi, headquarters of Sai University in
Andhra Pradesh. (Times of india, May 15)
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Letters tu Editor :

Dr. Rajni Kothari, Contre for the Study
of Developing Societies, Delhi: 1 am
very ploased to sea DV.  Also read your
work, Who /s Ruling Indie ? end look for-
ward to receive further issues of DV. Do
keep us informed of your work especially
in the field of dalit struggle for » just so-
cial order,

Goorge Ninan, Christian Conference of .

Asia, Urban-Rural Mission, Hong Eong :
We appreciate DV and shars your concem
with regard 1o extreme rightist militancy.

Durai Anbalagan. Dalit Panthors. Dhar-
avi, Bombay : We appreciate your st u-
gale to educato dalits through DV Prof.
Thangaraj and Panther Malsiswamy from
Madurai participated in Ambedkar jayanti
hera. Thev are halping us 1o establish
Panthar units in TH, Emrituhﬂnl_'ll for
starting a Tami! edition of DY from Madr-
as. We are shocked at RS5-BJP celebr-
ating Ambedkar wysnti. _

Gopal Rao, Amalapurem, AP : DV no.

13 article, “Gujarat dalits show the way™"

is & great lesson for us. We wolcoma the
non-political mest of dalits. minortios.
Sikhs. Congratulations 10 Yusul Patel &
Rameshchandra Parmar  In tho neme of
“Unity of Hindus.”" R5S is collecting fu-
nds to launch attack on dalits and minori-
ties, You have rightiv wamed us againgt
RSS sudden love for Ambedkar,

M A. Sulaiman; Kasargod. Kerala : Glad
o note DV s petting populsr &l owves
India and abroad.

A. Znfarulla Rahmani, Madurai : DV Is
the only journal for galits and minorities
in the whole of India. Enclosed an invi-
tation for the wedding of a dalit convert

to Islam witha borm Muslim girl st Kandal,

10

néar here.  In this. amsa many converted
Muslims are marrying borm Muslim  girls.
Muslims are embracing dalit convarts who _
are very happy in Islam.

H. G. Shabestari, Dhanbad, Bihar: |
have secured @ job in lran but, | want 1o
get DV to keep in touch with the real
problems of Indians highlighted through
it.

0. M, Rao, editor. Baprist Leader, Jor-
hat. Assam :© DV has a clearcut aim 10
fight for the weaker sections of India. |
am regulatly using DV articles in our ma-
gazine. Inthe coming issue will appoar
vour aditarial, "' Christians and RSS Fasc-
ists”" (DV no. 11).  Hare those from the
hills face similer prablems,

Shiva Manchaigh, Mysore: | came
across DV and was very much atiracted by
its writings. Hence want 10 be a sub-
sCribar,

. Ashamalla, Trombay., Bombayv : Your
editorial, ""Thouphts on Ambedkar Jayan-
ti" (DV no. 13) was read with great in-
terast by we dalits here. We were shoc-
ked to read in it that Ambedksr statue
wirk attacked and Ambedier books bumt
by RSS boys.

K. Vijava Raju. Gampalagudsm, AP : .

Dallt movemant in &P is in the hands of
Congress perty mostly. | dont fird a gl

- ngle dedrcated Ambodkarite in this State.

Some dalits blindly love Marxism. i hay
make use of those organisations for their
wellare. We want 10 wanslate your books

s into Talugu. But we have no funds.

Mrs. Yuml Tsuji. Tokyo, Japan: We
are trying 10 publish your books hare,
Jopanese have only 8 supericial knowl-
edge of India. They know Gandhi and

Nehru but not Ambedkar and Periyar, [

k]
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advanced highar castes. wha are also
the people to getear'y education,
monopaolised it. The SC.5T. OBCs and
minorities being poor and hence illitorate
naturally ware left behind in this compe-
tition for scarce posts. Since India has
not  developed economically and the
higor castes who own its wealth hive not
caied to help its development. the propbr-

n of jobs in public services have also
remaired more o less sfatic.  India’s
growth rate itself is nil. But tha azpla-
tions of the weaker sections _have stared
rising because of the little education they
get & the awareness of the injustice they
are sulfering from at the hands of the
ruling class. When the contradictions get
sharpened, confict is inevitab'e. The upper
castes do not want to g've up what they
are onjoying for centuries, And they have
appropriately manufactured the “merit
'Hlaurf" 1o retain their privileges. Those

" who have read Justica V. A, Krighna

Iy 5 final  pudgment on esarvations will
pet ample hint of the high casta game of
divids and rule. The Stafesman [May 7,
1882} editorial msking Indira Gandhi 10
throw the Mandal Report to waste paper
bazkol just 88 her “atheér did with 1he Koka
Ealplkar report is an echo of Wver's judg-
roant. When there i5 50 much of opposi-
tion 1o SC/51 mservations will the high
castes extend It to QBCs? Never. This
ied to violent conflicts in Bihar, Gujarat
and UP-p8 ince “caste’ iz “cless’
in Hindu Indla, ceste war |8 the inavitable
outcomo of such a situation. The Marxian
concept of “class struggle’” will 1ake tha
shape of caste war. When that s the
situstion sny move 10
Mandal Report will let loose a bidody war,

implement the

The upper castes who monopolise pubiis
services can simply paralyss the working
of the Govt. & the RSS has threatencd that
evon officers « | the Dafence Services nmay
join in such a war. Ministars bath Cantral
and State may really like to implement tha
Mandal report but in the face of the fury
of the over-pampared Govt. servants they
will be helpless.  There will be widesp-
redd. vio'ence & oven tha life of Ministers
and MPs ray be threatoned, Every Govt.

.office & factory will turm into & battleliald

& we are predicting these on basis of what
has alreedy happened in Guiarat, Bihar,
UP etc. RSS is making massive prepara-
tons for such a war. That is why we
hve repeatediy said Mandal Report will
b- thrown td the wastepaper basket, The
Govt, may do this but can the ruling class
stop the rising aspirations of the OBCs?
That is why conflict is inevitable and
unavoidable. If it does not come tomonow,
it will come day afer lomomew. H iz
question of time.  Whether we like it
ar not. war will be there on the issue of
roservetions to OBCs and Untouchables.
RSS has repeatedly said the issue has to
ba soitled on the streets. The ruling class
con o delay but cannot avoid the war.
Mous delay bloodior it will be. The
Indian road to socialism will ba bloodier
than that.of USSR or China because in
India we have not only the “classes*’ but
the more deadly *castes™. The ruling
class will do everything to rule. But hero
wii ang speaking for the persecuted mino-
rities, the 3743 DBC castas listed by
Mardal. The 'eadership of these casies
will have to educate their peop'e on the
Mandal report. bring out small pamphlots
on that. hold conferences. pass

[Cont. on Page 12)
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R. 5. 5. CELEBRATES AMBEDKAR JAYANTI,

Woos DALITS

Bombay: The Bharatiya Jenata Party’s
community dinnerg and other programmes
to forge closer links with the dalits marked
the Ambedkar Jayanti celebration here.
At the main function in South Bombay,
K. 5. Hegde, Vice-President of B. J. P,
pledged his party's uwnequivocal and

dedicated support {o all efforts 10 trans-
late into reality Dr Easbasaheb Ambed-
kar's dream of @ now social order, cured
of the cancer of untouchability and
casteism. The new B.J.P. Mayor. Dr.

Prabhakar Pal, assured that a statue of -

Cr. Ambedkar would be erecled on the

Chaitya-Bhoomi (the cremation ground

near Shivaji Park where Babassheb was

crematéd) before Decembar 6, 1982, the

leader's death anniversary’. Addressing

# meeting at suburban Goregaan, Dattaji

Shinde, Chief of BJP's Dalit Cell, said i,
WES IMpropar 10 oppose résprvalions and
other facilitiés to the Harijans. (H
(Organiser, May-9)

Mandal Report—Cont. from Pag 11]

resolutions, take out processions & naver
trust politicians. Geo on shouting, Mo
vote until Mandal report is implemaented.
This is called the process: of  education.
But what i§ more important is, 88w hava
already said {0V MNo. 5), OBC leaders will
have to take dalits into confidence and
ask for their support in the struggla.  We
are happy 1o nota that dalit leaders like
B. P. Maurya and Ram Vilas Paswan hove
strongly supported the Mandal Report.  If
0BCE want 1o win their battle thair best
friends are the dalits. Together with othar
persacuted minorities they can shake the
country. We have our own doubt if OBCs
wiil ever heed this, knowing Hinduism

to end th's endless controversy by gaing
in for population-wise resarvations to a'l
tastes ond communities, Such a mobili-
sation of the dalit suppor is a must before
any struggle it launched. Muslims and
Christiang hm:ing been inciuded in the
QEBECs list, their support will automatica

coma. The demand for population-wise
reservation will get the support of highee
caste shudrae comprising the landed
gentry. Therefore, it is for the QBC
leaders now to decide what course they
should ke. We cannot expect political
leaders of OBCs to help us in this. Politi-
cians must be kept out. Not sven the
mother will breastfeed the child unless it
cries. The course of Mandal Repurt  will
never ba smooth. It will have 1o wede

too well. Unity botween OBCs and 5Cs through rivers of blocd. Will the OBCs
js a pipe-dream. 5o the only way outi®  pg ready for this? : O
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