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THE FARCE OF VILLAGE SECURITY FORCE

Quoting Metcalfe's observations on Indian villages, Dr. B. R, Ambedkar
told the Constituent Assembly: *I hold these village republics hive
been the ruination of India ... What is the willage but a sink of localism, den
of ignorance, narrow-mindedeness and communalism”, he said snubbing

No. 20

advocates of Gandhlan gram raj or the
panchaysi raj. Events have since proved
Ambedkar right and Gandhi wrong. The
powerful landed gentry belonging to the
dominant caste group has caplured these
“wvillage republics”™ and so mush S0
democracy is dead long beck in the coun-
tyside. It is the tyranny f the dominant
community over the rural poor. Shyam
Benegal’s award-winning film, Manshan,
depicting the plight of the Untouchebles
in a Gujrat village milk co-operative.
speaks of these stinking village republics.
It is nowonder that the countryside looks
more like an armed camp with sach caste
and raligious group standing in battle
readingss, daggers dravwn.  Oficial stati-
stics say caste and communal riots ane

going up year by year, BMewspapars daily -

carry horrid reports of such mass murders,
Therefore, we don't want 10 00 into  de-
tails. Amid this gloomy atmosphare that
is gelting gloomier if not bloodior. the
parsecutsd minaorities of India may feel
like seeing a ray of hope in .the Govt. of

India’s decision to sat up a “village
socurity force.” Butthe whole thing is
80 much shrouded in secrecy. that thers
may be an abortion before VSF is bom. It
has met with tremendous opposition even
ingide the Central Cabinet and the Chiaf
Ministers are said to be furlous with it.
Therefore, the VSF may bocome yet an-
other farce. To be used more as an vote-
cotching deviea, One report said (Aingw
July. 11} WEF "is intended to ensurs
protection to scheduled castes and. other
woaker sections. It is to ba s small unit,
preferably comprising ex-sarvicemen, with
# sipeable number drawn from  weaker
gnctons and minorities selocted with due
cate to exclude communal and caste pre-
judices. The membars of the farce are to
bo given weapons and if necessary, train-
ed. Among other things, this force is to
inform the police of the bulldup of tension
likaly to cause violence.” The report is
80 mischievous that it only adds to our
suspicion,  On what basls the personnel
of W3F Iz 1o bo selected ¥ Why the report



is mot clear about using V3F to protect
Muslims against communal riots 7 What
does the report mean when it says WSF is
only intended to “inform’ the police ?
Dioes it mean that YSFwill not be allowed
to directly deal with the enemies of dalits
and minorities ¥ All these doubts come to
ug. If the Hindu report is to be believed
W5F is going to betoothless tiger. But even
such a good-for-nothing proposal has met
with stiff resistence from the Cheif Mini-
sters of UP, MP, and Bihar— comprising
the stinking Hindu-Hindi heartland. the

playfietd of the RS55. The "national
press” is hostila. The naw Central Home

Ministar, R. Venkatraman, alsa did not give
any new information on WSF when he
replied to the ritualistic Parliament debate
on atrocities on Untouchables on July 8,
“necessary

except saying instructions
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DISTRIBUTION AND POWER TRANSFORMERS
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have been izsuad for the satting up of the
WSF." Like words in the Vedes meant to
ba recited but not followed, these gowt.
instructions aré nevar meant to be impla-
mented. Which scheme of the Govt.
meant for the weaker sections is imple-
mented in India ¥ Undar the existing rotten
socio-economic sttucture of the willage,
aptly described by Ambedkar, will it be
ever possible for any Gowt. to ses that
its instructions are implemented? Mo force
can protect the weaker sections as long as
the existing structures are not destroyed,
The ethos of the country says ; Either bea
glave-owner or be a slave, elther ba a pro-
perty owner or becoms & property,
Under such cercumstances, even wvillage
rakshaks (VEF) will trun into village baksh-

aks, We have to educate dalits and parsa-
cuted minorities on these vital matters, [
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HOW S.ﬁ.S. CAME TO BE FEHHE.D TO FIGHT R.S.S. :

T.N. DALIT LEADER- EXPLAINS

(E. Kadarkarayandi, dt: president. .ﬁ.m@uuhlta Jati Sangha. Tirunelvell, TN)
In Tenkasl, Shencotiah. Kedesyenalur and Pullngud! of this district, Musiims, dalits,

#nd Thevars (& backwerd Hindu ceste group) are the predominant peopla,
the fredilonal enemias of both dalits and Muslihs.

and Muslims, the influential Thevars des-
cribe it as “Hindu-Muslim clesh. . Dalits,
because of the Hindu influence on them,
also join Thevars and try to defend The-
vars. They used to be in the forefront of
any attack on Muslims- without realising
that these clashes were engineared by tha
Thevars. RSS5 end its front organisation,
Vishwa Hindu Perishad, used 1o describe
these clashes as Hindu-Muslim fight.  Si-
milarky when there was a Thevar- dalit
clagh, they used to describe it as dalit-
ceste Hindu clashes, One Raman, B..T.
teacher of Kadayanallur, wes the targst of
constant harassment, Ewven in hig'school,
Hindu teachers wsed to ill-treat him from

the day they came to know that hs was,

an 1..Int::||,|1:I:'||;|I::|Ian..||I Had ha revealed his
caste identity, he would have had 1o foce
trouble much earlier. Finding his position
unbaarable, after long thinking. he ambr-
aced Izlam. Thevars, befonging to the
R3S group, did not ke this and started a
malicious campaign against him. They
also started writing scurrilous things aga-
Inst Hinduwism end Hirdu gods and put
the blame on Raman for all this. Such a vi-
rulent propaganda against him prejudiced
the Hindu stedents also eagalnst him be-
sides the teacheks whao had already twmed
against him. . Such a situation mads the
voary |ife of Reman and his other dalit co-
' mrades insecura.  And it is this situstion
that forced them to form Samuthva Saho-

Thevars are
IF any clagh oceirs between Thevars

daratva Sangham  (S55) about which yvou
had editorially commented in DV No. 18.
585 therafore, is solely intended to' pro-
tect the dalit life and property end the
honour of its women and also that of mi-
norities. 555 i not interested in attack-
ing enybody. We are strictly against any
type of violence. After the Meenakshi-
puram mass conversion of dalits to Islam,
Thevaras belonging to the B55 group havea
been cresting all sorts of probiems to da-
lits in this area. With the influence thay
command with the police, thay have fais-
ted false cases on dalits. 'On 10-3-1882,
there was o clash betweesn dalits and
Thevars at Kemmepachari, near Kadavana-
Her, in which 8 murder case was filed
egeinst the delits. For one and half mon-
ths, dalits could not get bail but Thevars,
who were malnly responsible for the clash,
estaped all punlshments. Not even a case
was registered agalnst them. Since then
thare had been continuous attacks on dalits
in villages around here.  Finding their life
iniacqré, they decided to contact 585 at
Puliangudi to get & permenent solution to
their problems. Dalits have come to re-
alize that no political party would ever
comeg ta their rescus,  As ""vota banks™
dalits are to be approached only during
elections and convenlently forgotten later,
Therefore, dalits have pulled down all
perty flags and jcined the S55. The mo-.
(Cont. on page 10 Cal. 2)



MANDAL COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS

{Since the Govt, of Indias Mandal Commission has coversd a section of the Musfims,
Christians, Sikhs & neo-Bouddhists, the recommendations are of great importance fo dalits
and it will bo afso of intersst to sympathetic Hindus, social selentists & forefgn schofars,
we give the full tex! of recommendations=Chapter XII, page 57 to 60, though lengthy —
[DITOD 13,7 ) it may appear that the upliftmant of Ot her Backwaerd Classes fOB8Cs) is partof
the farger national problem of the removal of mass poverty. Thiz iz only partially correct.
The deprivetfon of QBCs is avery special cage of theYarger national ilssuge ; here the

basic guestion is thet of social and edu-
cational backwardness and poverty is only
& direct consegquence of these two crippl-
ing ceste-basad handicaps. As these
handicaps are embedded in our social
structure, their removal will require far-
‘reaching structural changes. No less im-
portant will be changes in the perception

of the problems of OBCs by the ruling

classes of the country. RESERYATIONS ;
{13.2) One such charge in the attitude of
the ruling alite pertains to the provision
of reservation in govt. services and edu-
cational institutions for the candidates of
OBRCs. It is generally argued that looking
to the large population of OBCs (52%),
 recrultment of 8 few thousend OBCe every
vear against reserved vacencies is not go-
ing to produce any perceptibla impact on
thair general condition. On the other
hand. the induction of a large proportion
of amplu';re-as afjainst resanved vacancies
will considerebly impair tha gquality and
efficiency of the govi. services. It iz also
stated thet the benefits of such reserva-
tions will be skimmed ofi by those sections

of OBCs which are already well off and

the really backward sections will ‘be left
high and dry. Another argumant advanced
against this approach is that the policy of
largescale reservations will cause great
heart-burning to those meritorious candi-
dates whose entry into services will be
barred as a result thereof. (13.3) AIl the

above arguments are based on fairly sound
reasoning. But theseare also the argu-
ments advanced by the ruling elite which
I% kean on preserving its privimgng. Thara-
fore, like all such reasoning, |7 I8 based
on partisan approach. By the same token,
while [lugninating some immedlate aress
of concern it tends to ignore much largar
igsues of natlonal importance.  (13.4) It
it not at all our contention that by. offer-
ing & few thousend jobs to OBC candida-
tes we shall be able to meke 52% of the
Indian population a3 forward. But we
must recognise that en essential part of
the battle against social backwardness is
to b fought in the minds of the backward
people. 1n India, oovi, service hes always
baen looked upon as a svmbol of prestige
and power. By inn:réas.ir'.g the réprasent-
ation of OBCs in govi, services, we Qive
tham an immediete fealing of participation
in the governance of this courtry. Whan
& backward cangdidate becomes a Collsc-

tor or & Suptd - of Palice, the rnata[ial bu-
nefits accruing from his position sre limi-

ted to ik members of his family onby.
But the psychological spin off of this
phenomenon is temendous ; the antire
community of that backward cless candi-
date feels soclaily elevated. Even when
no tangible benafits flow to the commumni-
ty at large, the fesling that now it has s
“own man’ In the "corridors of poveer””
acts as morale booster, (13.5) In & de-



mocratic set-up every Indlvidual and co-
mmunity hag a legitimate vight and - aspir-
athon to participate In rullng this country.
Any sltuation which results In a8 near-
denia! of this rlght to nearly 52% of the
coontry's population needs 10 be urgently
ractifled. (12.8) Apprehensions regard-
ing diop in the quallty of Govi. semwvices
" pwing to largescale induction of SC/ST
and DBC candidates against reservad posts
may b justified anly up to 8 point. But
is It possible to maintain that all candida-
tes selacted on merit turn out to be homest,
efficient, hard-working and dedicated ?
At presant, top echelons of all the Govt,
sorvices are mannad predominantly by
open compeatition candidates and if the
performance of our bureaucracy is any in-
dication, it has not exacty coverad itself
with glary. Of coursa. this does notimply
that cendidates selected against reserved
posts will do better. Chences are that
owing to their social and cultural handi-
caps they may be gererally & shade less
competent, But. on the other hend, thay
will have the great advaniage of possess-
ing firsthand knowledge of the sufferirgs
and problems of the ba chward sections of
gociety. This is not a small asset for fied
workers and policy-makers even gt the
highest leval. (13 7} It is no doubt true
that the major benafits of reservetion and
ather walfare measues for OBCs will ba
cornered by the more sdvenced sections
of the backward commynities. But is not
this a universal phenomenon ¢ Al refarm-
ist remedies have to contend with a slow
recovery along the hlerarchical gradient ;
there are no guantum jumps in soclal re-
form. Moreover, human nature  being
what it Is. a "'new class” ultimately does
amerge even in classless socletles. The

chiaf merit of reservation is not that It
will Introduce egalitarianism amongst
QBECs when the rest 'of the Indian society
is seized by all worts of inequalities, Buot
resarvation will certainly erode the hold
of higher cestes on the services and en-

"able DBECS in'genarsi to have a sense of

participation in running the affairs of their
country.  (13.8} It Is certainly trus that
reservation for OBCs will ceusa s lot of
heart burning to others, But shouwld the
migre fact of this-hadrt-burning be allowed
to operete a& a moral veto against social
reform 7 A lot of heart- burming swas cau-
sed to the British when they left india. It
burms the hearts of all White when the
Black protest ageinst Aparthezid in Souih
Africa. When the higher castes constitut- .
ing less than 20%, of the country’s popul-
ation sublected the rest to all manner of
gocial injustice, it must have caused a lot
of heart- buming to the lower castes, But |
now that the lower castes are asking for
a modest share of the national cake of
powaer annd prestige, » chorugs of alarm js
being raised on the plea that this wil
ceuse heart-burning to the fullng elite.
Of aMl the specious arguments advanced
apainst eservetion for backward classes,
1hgm;-. = none which beats this one abaut
“heart-burning” in sheer sophistry, (13.9)
In fact the Hindu society has always ope-
rated a very rigorous scheme of reserva-
tion, which was internalised through caste
system. Ekalavye lost his thumb and Sha-
mbhuk his neck for their breach of caste
rules of reservation. The present furore
against resarvations for DBCs is notalmed
gt the principle itself, but againet the new
cless of beneficiaries. as they are- now
clamourin for e share of the oppoitunis
tles which were all along monopolised by
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the higher castes. QUANTUM & SCHEME
OF RESERVATION : (13.10) SC/5Ts con-
stitute 22.6% of the country’s population,
Accordingly, s pro-ratn  resarvation of
2267, has been made for them in all sor-
vices and public sector undertakings under
the Central Govt. ‘1n the States also, re-

servation for SC/STs Is directly proportio-

nal to their populstion in sach State.
(13.11) Az stated in the last Chapter
{para 12.22) the populstion of OBCs, both
Hindu and non-Hindu, is around 52% of
the totsl population of Indis. Accord-
ingly, 52% of all posts undor the Central
Govt. should be reserved for them. But
this provision may go agamst the law laid
down in a numbaer of Suprome Court ju-
dgments wherein it has baon held that the
total quantum of reservation under Articles
15(4) and 16{4) of the Constitution
should be below B0L. In view of this
the proposed reservation for OBCs would

have to be pegged at a figure which. when -

added to 22.6% for SC/5Te. remains be-
low BO%. In view of this legal constraint,
the Commission is obliged 1o recommand
8 reservation of 27% only, even though
thelr population is aimost twice this fig-
ure. (13.12) States which have already
introduced resenvation for DBCs axceading
275, will remain unallecied by this reco-
mamendation,
genoral recommandation regarding the gu-
antum of reservation. the Commission
proposes the following owverall stheme of
reddivation for OBCs ;= (1) Candidates

belonging to OBCs recruited on the basis

of marit in an open compatition  should
not b adjusted against their resendation
quots of 27%,. (2) The above resarva-
tion should also be made applicable to
promotion quota at all levels.  (3) Resor-

{(13.13) With the sbove

“wed quota remaining unfilled should be

carriod forward for a period of threo years
and dereserved thercafter. (4) Relaxa-
tion in the upper age limit for direct ro-
cruitment should ba sxtended 1o the can-
didates of OBCs in the case of SC/STs.
(5) A roster systemn for each category of
posts shou d be sdopted by the concemed
authorities in tho samd manner 83 prolen-
tly done in Tespect of SC/STs. (13.14)
The above schome of ressrvation in its toto
should also be made applicable to all re.
cruitment to public sector undertakings
both under the Central and Siota Govts,
as also 10 nationalised banks. (13.15)
Al private sector undartakings which have
recoived financial assigtance from the
Govt. in one form or tha or tho othe
should also ba obliged 10 mcruil persons |
nal on the aforesaid basis, (13 .16) All
unhvorsitios and affiliated colleges should
also ba covered by the above scheme of
resorvation. (13.17) To give proper off-
ect to these recommandations, it is imper-
ative that adequate stotutory provisions
ara made by the Govt. 1o amend the exist-
ing onactments. rules, procedures, ato,
to the extent they am nol in consonarce
with thacama., EDUCATIONAL COMCE-
SSIONS : (13.18) Qur educational sys-
tem I8 e1itj:t in charactor, results in &
highar degees of wastege ond is ast sul-
ted to the requiremonts of an over-popui-
ated and developing country. It is a log-
of the British rule which was saverly
criticised during the indepandence strug-
gle, and yel, it has not undergons any
structural changes. Though it-is loast
suited to the noads of backward claszes,
yal, thoy are forced to run the rat-race
with othérs 83 no options ero evailable 1o
them. As "educational reform” was not
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within the terms of reference of this Co-
mmission, we are slsa forced to tresd the
beaten track and suooest anly the pallia-
tive measure within' the existing frame-
work. (13.18) Various State Govts, are
giving a number of educational concess-
lons to OBC studemts (Chapter X, pames
9.30-9.33) like exemption of tuition feas,
free supply of books and clothes: mid-
day meals, special hostal facilities, sti-
These concessiors are all
right as far as they go. But' they do not
go far enough. What is required . is. per-
haps. not so much the provision of addi-
tlonal funds as' the framing of integrated
schemes for “treating the proper environ=
ment and incentives for serlous eand pur-

poseful studies. (13.20) 1t Is well known

that most OBC chlidren avre irregular and
indiffarant students and thelr drop-out

rate is very high: Thera are two main rea-
sons for this. (1) These children are bro-
voht up in a climate of axtreme soctal and
cultural deprivation’ and, conseguently, a
proper motivation for schaoling is° gener-
ally lacking. (2) Most of these children
come from wvery poor homes and their
parents ara forced to press them into do

ing small chores from a very young age,
{13.21) Upgrading the cultural environ-
miend is a very slow process.  Transferring
these children to an artificially epgraded
environment is ‘beyond the present résou-
rces of the country,  |nowiew of this It Is
recommended’ thet this: problem may be
tackled on a limited end salectiva basis
on two fromfa. (13.22) First, s intensive
ard time-bourd programme for adult edu-
cation should be launched in selected

* pockets with high concentration of DBG

population. This is a basic motivational
approach, as anly properly motivated pa-

rants will take serious interest in educat-

ing their children. Secondly. resideniial
schools should be sl up in these' avoss
for OBC students to provide a climate
speclally . conducive o saricus studies.
Ailfacilities in these schools including
board and lodging, will have 1o be prowi-
ded free;of cost o’ attract studests from
por and backward homes, separate Govt.
hoste's: bor D80 students with the ah:rua
facilities will-be another step In: the right
direction. (13.23) A beginning.on both
these fronts will haveto be made on a
limiited scate-and saletive basgisl. But the
scope of these activities shou d baexpan-
ded'es fast a3 the resources permit. Aduylt
education programme  and  residentiel
schools started on & selective basis  will
operate a8 growing-poins of conclous-
ress for the entire community and their
multiplier effect is bound to ba substan-
tial, Whereas zeveral States have axtended
e number of aofoe concessions to OBC
students, few serious attempts have been
made to intergrata’ these' facliities info a

. comprehensive scheme for e qualitative

upgradation of  educational environment
avallabre to OBD stedents.  (13.24) after
all, education iz the best catalyse pf
change-and educating the OBCs is the
surest way 1o improve their self-imege and
raise thetr social status.” As DBCs cannot
afford the high wastage rates of oon edu-
cational system. it is very important that
their education is;highly bigsed in favour

.of vocationel training.  After al reserva~

tion in services will. absorb only- & very
small percentage of the educsted OBCS-
and the restshould be suitably equipped
with vocational skills to enable them  to
get-a returne on- having Imvested: sevaral
yeors: In education. (13.25) It i= also



obvious that even if all the above faeill-
ties sre given to DBC students, they will
not be able to compete on an equal foot-
ing with others In securing admission 1o
techilcal and professional institutions. In
view of this it is recommended that seats
should be reserved for QBC students in
all scientific. technical and nrnfuss]nnal
institutions run by the Central as well as
State Govis, This * reservaiion will fall
under Article 15(4) of the Constitution &
the quentum of resefvation should be the
same a5 in the Gowvt. services, ie. 274,
Those States which have already resemved
more than 27% seats for OBC students
will remain unaffected by this recomman-
dation. (13.26) While implementing the
provision for reservation it should also be
enzured that the candidates who are ad-
mitted against the reserved quota are en-
abled to derive full benefit of higher
studies.: It has bean generally noticed
that these DBC students coming from an
impoverished cultural background, are not
able to keep abreast with other studenis
it is, therefore, very essential that special
coaching facilities are arranged for all
such students in our technical and profes-
giopnal institutions, The concermed auth-
grities should clearly appreciate that their
job Is not finished once candidates against
reserved quota have baan admitted to va-
rlous institutions. In fact the real fask
starls only after that. Unless adequate
follow-up action is taken to give special
coaching assistance to these students, not
only these young peopla will feel frustra-
ted and humillated but the country will
also be landed with 1ll-equipped and sub

standard engineers, doctors and other
professionals. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE:
{13,27) Vocatlonal communitiss follow-

ing hereditary occupations have suffered
heavily sz & result of industrialisation.
Mecherical production and intraduction
of synthetic materials has robbed the vill-
age potter, oil-crusher, blacksmith. car-
penter, etc. of their traditional means of
livelihood and the pauperisation of these
clessas is 8 wall known phenomenon in
the country-sidé. (13.28]) It has, there-
fore, become very necessary that suitable
Inatitutional finance and- wechnical assist-
ance is made available to such members
of wviilage wvocational communities who
want to $et up smallscale industries on
thair own. Similar assistance should also
ba provided to those promising OBC ca-
ndidates whp have obtained special woga-
tional tralming. (13.28) Of couwse, most
State Gowvts. have “created warious finan-
cial and technical agencies for the promo-
ticn of small and medium scale industries,
But it |5 well known that only the more
influential members cf the community are
able to derive benefits from these agenci-
a3, Inview of this, it is very cssentisl
that separate financial institutions for pro-
viding financial and technical assistance
are astebiished for the OBCs. Some Stave
Govts. like Karnataks and AP have already
set up separate financial corporations etc.
for OBCa. (13 30) Co-oparative Socie-
ties of occupational grouns will also he'p
g lot. But dus care showld be taken thast
all the office bearers and members of
such sociaties belong to the concerned
hereditary occupational groups and out-
giders are not allowed to exploit. them by
jofiltrating Into such co-oparetives.
{13.31) The share of OECs in the indust-
rial and business |lfe of the country is
negligible and this partly explaing their
axtremaly low Incoma levals.  As a part



of its overall strategy to uplift the OBCs
it is imperative that all State Govis, are
suitably advised and encouraged to create
a separate network of financial and tech-
nical institutions to foster business and
industrigl entarprise among OBCs,  STR-
UCTURAL CHANGES : - {(13.32) Reserv-
ations in Gowvt, employment and educatio-
nal institutions, as also &l possibla finan-
cial assistance will remain mere palljatives
unfess the backwardness |s tackled at its
root.  Bulk of the smeall landholders,
tenants, agriculture! !sbour, impoverished
village atriganz, unskilled workers, etc..

belong to SC/ST & OBCs. “Apart from °

social traditions, the dominance by the
top peasantry iz exercised through recou

rs@ to informal bondage which arizes
malnly through money-lending. leasing
out of small bits of land and providing
house-zites and dwelling space to poor
peasants. As most of the functionaries
of Govt. are drawn from the top peasantry,
the class and caste linkage betwesn the
functionaries of Govt. and the top peasa-
ntry remain firm. This alzo tilts the socio-
political balence in favour of the top pea-
santry and helps it in having its dominancs
ovar gthers.” [EPW-1380) (13.33) The
net outcome of the abova situation is that
notwithstanding thair numearical prepond-
erarnce, OBCs continue to remain in. men-
tal bondage of the higher castes and rich
peasantly,  Consequantly, daspite consti-
tuting nearly '3/4th of th= country’s popu-
lation, SC/5T & OB % have been able to
acquire 8 very limited political clout, even
though adult franchise was intreduced
more than three decades back. Through
thelr literal monopoly of means of produ-
ction the higher castes are able manipul-
ate and coerce the backward classes into

acting against their awn intarests. 1n view
of this, until the strangehold of the exist-
ing production relations is broken thraugh
radical land reforms. the abject depend-
ence of under privileged classes on the
dominant higher castes will continua in-
definitely. In fact there is already a size-

~able volume of legislstion on the statute

books 1o abolish zamindari, place ceillngs
on land ho.dgings and distribute land to
the landlesz, - But in actual practice ifs
implementation has been halting, half-
hearted and superficial. The States like
Farnataka, Kerala and Weast Bengal which
have gone about the job more earnestly
have net enly ‘succeeded in materially
haiping the OBCs, but also resped rich
political dividendz* in  the -bargain.
(13.34) It is the Commission’s firm con-
viction that 8 redical transformation of the
axisting production relations is the most
impaortant single step that can be taken
for the waifare and upliftment of all back-
ward classes. Even if this is not possible
im the industrial sector for various reasons,
in the agricaitura! sector & chenge of this
nature |5 bhoth feasible and overdus.
{13.35) The Commission, therafore, sirg-
ngly recommends that all State Gaowts.
shou'd ba directed to enact & implemant
progressive land legisiation so as to effect

basis structural changes. in the existing

production relations in the countryside,
(13 36) At predent surplus land I8 being
aliotted to 3C/5Ts. A part of the surpius
land becoming evailable in fulure as a
result of the operation of land ceiling laws
etc,. should &lso be allotted 1o the QBC
landless labour.  MISCELLAMEQUS -
(13.37) {1) Cerain sections of some
occupational communities fiké Fisharmen,
Banjaras.” Bansforas, Khatwes etc.  still



e

- the benefit of OBCs.

L]

suffor from the stigma of untolchability

in some parts of the country. They have
been listed as OBCs by the Commission,
but thelr inclusion In the lists of SC/5Ts
may ba considerad by the Govt. (2) Back-
ward Classes Development Corporations
should be set up both at ths Central and
State levels to implement various socio-
educational and economic moasures Tor
their advancement. (3) A separate Mini-
stry/ Dapartment for OBCs at the Centre &
the States should ba created to safeguard
thair interagts.  (4) With aview to giving
bettgr representation 1o certain very back-
ward sections of OBCs like the Gaddis in
Himachal Pradesh, Neo Buddhists in Ma-
harashtra, fishermén in the ceastal oroas,
Gujjars in J & K. it is recommended that

areas of thalr concentration may be carved’

out into separate constituencies st the
timo of delimitation. CENTRAL ASS5I5-
TAMCE : (13.38) Av present no Contral
assistance is avallable to any State Govis.
for implementing  any  welfare mossuras
for OBCs. The 18-5tates and Union Ter-
ritarios which have undériaken such bom-
gures hawve to provide fumds from theis
own resources. During the Commission’s
tours parctically every State Govi. pointed
out that unless the Cerftre is prepared to
liborally finance all specisl schemes for
the uphiftmant of OBCs, it will be beyo o

" ‘the svailable resources of the Stales 1o

undaertake any worthwhile programma for
(13.38) Tha: Com-
mission fully shares the view of the State
Govts. in this matter and strongly recom-
fnends that all development programmes

espcially designed for OBCs should be-

financed by the Central Govi. in the same
manner and to the same axtent as dond in
the case of SC/STe.  (13.40) Regarding
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the period of oparation of’ the Commiss-
ion's meommendations, the entire schemo
chiould be reviewed after 20 years. We
have advisedly suggested this span of one
penaration, as the raising of social con-
sclousneds. i o gonerational  progross,
Any reviow at & shorter interval would be
rathir arbitrary and will not gve a Fair
indication of the jmpact of our recomman-

- dations on the prevalling ststus and Kfe- .

styles of OBCs, - v 0

S.S.S. to fight RS.8.

{Cont. from page 3)
ment thy joined 555, police atrocities on
them, came to instant stop. Even theplan
to. sttack Kamapacheri was abandoned.
Communal tension disappearad in stagos,
Howossar, on B-8-82. whon dalits of Puli-
angudi come on trucks 1o participate in a
function of the S55 at Kadayenallur, tha
Thevars of Chokkampetti sttacked them
and incited a communal clash They killed
six dalits in the presence of police. Tha
State govl. authorities gave out false re-
ports and sided with Hindus. Tha stato-
ment of Union Home Minister Venkata-
subbich has hurt, us. The Thevars ame
continuing.to ettack.us but no dalit has
so far indluged in violance., Théso are
tha facts, 0

Dr. Babasheb Ambedkar
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Letters tn Editar -

Dr. K. R. Hanumanthan, Praf. and Head
of the Dept. of History, Madurai Univer-
sity. TN : [ very much appreciate Dalit
Vaice which is the only voice of the sup-
prossed castes of South India. | wish i
all succoss,

A. P. Nirmal, principal. United Theolo-
gical Seminary, Poona : We wery much
« Bppreciste DV, With all good wishes.

R. Elumalai, convener, Dalit Cuhiural
Front, Madras : TN is fast turning into
another Bihar. On July |, there was a very
big clash between Vanniyars (OBECs) and
dalits at- Tindivanam, near Villupuram.
Several hundred huts of dalits were bumt.
Tha police and Hindus refused to allow fire
engines. Fire raged for 7 hours. We rushed
thera on S08 from a dalit comrade. Glad to
nate dalits have bacoma so conscious that
they gathered in hundreds, rounded up
the whola tewn, end fought the police &
Hindus. Police bullets took a life. In the
noarby village Saram, a dalit youth was
killed in the polica lackup. And his mo-
ther not aliowed to collect the body. In
the Nettapakkam police station dalit youth
wis killed., In TN the ruling party and
the Opposition have no difference of opl-
nlon on killing dalits. But we are also
gotting united. If only we have the mini-
mum resourcés we would cemainly give
our onemies & shakeup.

Ravi Nair, Pratipakshs Hindi Weekly.
MNew Dalhi :  We congratulate you on the
magnificent work being done through DV,

C. M. Madhava Panicker, Lohla Vichar
Vodi, Pirsvom, Kerala :  In DV no. 16 edij-
torial you say barring Dravida Kazagham,
nobody olse is interested in the Mandal
Com. report.  If you see Parliameant pro-
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ceedings, you will notice ever sinco Man-
dai report was submitted. Maniram Bagri,
Ram Vilas Peswan, George Femandes, %
othar Lohiates who did ali the shouting
about the Mandal repot. It was Or Lohia,
the greatest crusader against caste, who
took paing to study the history of Hindu-
ism and wrote his famous book, The Cazile
Lwstern i fndia, wheein he predicted
that “class sfruggle”™ in India will take the
form of “‘caste war”. B. P. Mandal,
chaltman of the Mandal Com.. was a

_ Loh'alte and hence the report reflects the

views of the Indian Socialists. Boesidoes,
it i5 the Socialists in the Janata who
fought for the appointment of tha Mandal
Com. It is the Socialists who are organis-
ing the dalits to rise up in armed struggle
apainst the high caste oppressors., Not
CK alone,

M V. M. Fazalullah, Areacode, Karala :
Congriulations on your struggle for the
persecuted minorities of India, Weo have
all your books and read them with groat
interast.

Narendrasinh M. Chavda, Talal, Gujarat;
We pray Lord Buddha to give you more
strength.

R Govindan. Erode. TN : | have read
your book, Who. Is Ruling India? It gives
a real picture of the Indian social satlup,
Keep it up.

Gurudev Singh, Patiala: | have no
words to express my gratitude for the
wonderful editorials depicting the true
picture of dalits and persecuted minorities
in this so-called domocracy.

Prof. Khadar Mohideen, Trichy, TN : In
this part the bast friends of Muslims are
dalits. We have the best of relations with
them despite the efforts of RSS to woo
them, |
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ASSAULT ON D.K. LEADER VEERAMANI
SENDS SHOCK WAVES

(Our correspondent)
Madras : The well-planned assault on K. Veeramani, general secretary of
the cadre-based mass organisation, Dravida Kazagham, near Rajipalayam,
Ramnad dt., TN, on July 20 night has sent shock waves throughout [ndia.

The attack resulting in bleeding injuries is
understood to have been made by soma
high caste Hindu goondas coming in the
guise of friends. Waving DMK party flags,
they first cheared Veermani and raised
“Long Live Periyar’” slogans which made
him stop his car and get down. The mo-
mient he stepped oul he was brutally ass-
aulted resulting in bleeding injuries to
nose, face, hands etc, He immediately
withdréw into the car and asked the driver
to procesd but goondas emashed the car.
The attack on Vesramani —successor to
Pariyar, editor of Videihalal, the popular
mass-circulated Tamil daily, author of
several books. a brilliant orator, sawviour
of the shudras, a darling of the downtrod-
den — further confirms our fear that “caste
war is fast developing in TH. High caste
youths had already threatened his life and
vowed to outrage the modesty of his wife.
At Trichy, just a wesk bofore the State-leve
el conference of the DK on June12, some

Brahmins had allegediy assaulted DK boys.

The mu ti-edition Hindy has been running °

aseries of ~letters 1o editor” daily conde-
mning DK. These “"letters™ . which accord-
ing o DK sources were manufactyured
inside the Hindu office. were put in the
nama of Muslims and Christians to dalibe-
rately prejudice the minorities who are in-
creasingly rallying behind the DK. Thay
said these letters virtually amounted o
inciting violence against DK and this must
hawe resu'ted in the assault on Vearamani.
Dalit Cultura! Front comvener in & state-
ment here condemned the attack on Veera-
mani and said whatever might be tha dif-
ferénceés of opinion between the DBCs &
dalits, in such hour of crisis, dalits would
support DE. High caste expioitors are
the common enemies of dalits, minorites &
shudras algo. Instead of coming as cow-
ards & posing as friends, these exploiters
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must come for 8 face-to-face fight. R. ¢
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