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EDITORIAL

FASCIST CLOUDS OVER TAMIL NADU

Memm:-thurm has turned into a forest fire angulfing the entire Tamil Nadu

if not the counrry

An Indian Expréss report s4vs the Govi. of India appears to be vary

much warried about this fast-spreading epidemic that is sweaping the South. Reports of
conversion are coming from Kanpur and Gujaral alzo.

While svery congcious Dalit should be
happy about these developments—ithe
roviodl of the Dalits =they should be eqgually
concermed aboul e consequences. As we
have hintéd in our prévious issue, our Tears
about the prospects of a communal riot
rocking TN are sxpressed by both Muslims
and Dalkts,

Sinca then we had reports of a clash in
Wandiwash in TN. Qur information is that
8 big preparation |& going on, Communal
and political interesis are out 10 explodl the
present situation and see thal TN iz seizred
from the hands of Parivar's followens who
have bean ruling the country’s most pro-
gressive Slate. This is the one Siale in
India whare the RES is weakost. Tha trick
it always adopts 10 gain a foothold is to
start 8 communal not and then pitch its
tent. This is what it did in Kerala where
it has gained sufficient following.

CPM -R55% clashes are a daily
feature there., Owar 100 have been killed
so far. |t wants to repeat the same thing
i TH by starting & series of clashos if

possible batween the SCs and Muslims
themselves. If this is the game of the
communalisis, anti-Periyar political leaders
arg. wanting 1o saize TM by raising the
bogey of low and order and proving that the
lives of the SCs and Muslims are not safe
under MGR's ADME Govt. The very same
political and communal forces are collabo-
rating in Kerala and the samé pattern will
be repeated in TMN—at the cost of much
bloodshed of the poorest of the poor,

Unfartunately aur CPM-CPI comrades
have not 1l now opened their mouth on the
TH convarsions. Perhaps, they are also
walcoming the bid to cust Parivar's follo-
wors  and restoration of the Brahmin rule
in TMN. Therefore, once again we call
upon sl progressive forces led by the DE,
DME, Laft forces, Dalits, Muslims and
Christiang 1o frustrate the game of this
unholy communal-political axiz and koep
alive the torch of Peryar EVR in TM.

Fascist clouds are gatharing over TN,
Dalits must not only revalt but also give
no raom for fascists (|
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HINDU LEADERS HAVE NO RIGHT TO

INTERFERE WITH DALITS

(0. M. Thimmerayapps. Cornvener, Karataks Dalit' Action Committes, Bangslore)

C«mnd Hindus led by RSS are making & sort of war preparation over the
mass convérsion of untouchablés to lslam in Meenakshipuram and other parts of Tamil
Madu, Pondicherry, Andhra, etc. A similar threat has come from Bangalore and Kanpur also.

Reports by the special correspondants
of thea Hindu, Indian Express, Deccan
Herald, Times of India, Statesman, othes
periodiests, PTI and UNI, apart from other
impartial obsarvers like the Regional Dirgc-
tor of the 5Cs and 5T3 of the Gowammant
of India have all gone to conclusively prove
that tha untouchables there have embraced
Islam cut of sheer desperation having been
unable 1o besr the Hindu torture and
barbarity.

The converis have testilied that alier
becoming Muslims they have gained sef-
raspect and manhood. The wery Hindus
who used to keep them oul have started
respecting tham. It is only the censcious
and awakened Dalits who have taken this
extreme step.  Union Minister of Siate for
Homa Makwana after a visit 1o Masnakshi-
puram had halled their stand. Prof.
cybramanian Swamy had alko visived the
place and came to this very same conclu-
Zhomn.

As regards the charge that untoucha-
bles wearg purchased by Mushims by using
Arab money, We Consider il a senous
asparsion on the Dalits of india 33 & whale.
We ara not such a cheap people as to seoll
ourselves  Actually, it is the ASS that is
irying to bribe them The Hindu lsaders
and the RES mugt ziop making this charge
wehich will anly add insult to the ingury.
Fress reports have said that in places
wheie there haz beena mere threat of
convergion, the Govermnment has mmed-
ately jumpad and acted to redreéss their
grievancas. What the Dalits could not
achisve in canturies has bean accomplizhed

by & mere threat. Such is the miracle
brought by conversion. But thae Hindus
led by religicus leaders like the Pejawara
Swamy arg creaiing all soris of confugion
by steging dramas. While they have not
bathered to touch the basic socisl issues
that brought about this suicide to Hindu-
ism, thése religious lesders are propping
up non-issuss ond side-tracking the basic
issues,  Wea are afraid the religious franzy
and tha warlike preperations by these
people may lead 10 serious communal riots
in Tamil Nadu.

The Karnateka Dalit Action Commities,
which will shortly send a team to Maena-
kshipuram and othar areas to siudy the
situation and also to regssure the converts,
has besn repeatedly urging the Daliis (o
quit Hindukm a8 directed by Dr, Ambedkar,
During our recent prolest demonsiration on
the Gujarat caste war, our main slogan
was Ouit Hinduism™, Wea have ssen
announced our plan to hold & massive
“Quit Hindulsm'® conference in Bangalore,
Dy. Ambedkar had said that untouchalbles
will not get aqual status a8 long as they
remain as Hingus. That is why he vowed
not 1o dié & Hindu and embraced Buddhism.

All over India, Dails are quitting
Himduism aftér getting convinzed that thay
case 1o be untouchables once they ger oui
of Hinduism. Hisiory has proved that thay
are right, Meanakshipuram is & standing
monument 1 symbolise the graveyard of
Hinduism. They are being killed and
bumi, their propesty desiroyed only be-
causs théy are untouchables. Ambadkar
has opened the floodgates, Mot even a

[Conted an Page 12]
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IF UNTOUCHABILITY MUST GO CASTE MUST GO :
BOLA PASWAN SHASTRI

fOur Correspondent)
Th- first report of the Scheduled Caste & Tribes Commission headed by Bola

Paswan Shastri says : *'Unteuchability is a byproduct of tha Mindu caste aystem” .

It also

calls for “‘determined and consstant onslaught on the basic evil : |.e the caste system'.
Bul the commission, whose first report (total papes 230) ie y¥el 1o bhe mnud“b;rm:h-
Government of India though it was submitted over an year ago (Feb. B, 1980), does not
indizate how caste system can be destroyed.  Some suggestions made by it to fight caste
system are akin to Gendhian prescriptions all of which have bean tried but failed 1o cure

tha patient.

Shastri, & tighly respected former
Chisf Minister of Bihar and himself an
unipuchable, makes an important poini
whan he says that caste riots are spreading
from rural to urban centres.  Thig is a naw
development in the history of Indla. Visi-
ting [12-B-T8) Willupuram {Tamil MNaduj
where largescale atrocities broke  out
régulting in the death of sevaral untouch-
bles, he seys (Page 113); A new pheno-
menan is devaloping...... The clash betwaen
the caste Hindus and the Harijans has o far
confined to the rural areas only, | have
na knowledgs of any clash batwesn caste
Hinduz and Harijanz in the wrban area in
the recent pasi, Vilupuram B tha first
urban area’’. This is an eye-opener. Just
&s ‘caste riote” (Hindu-Dalit) are spreading
to urban areas, communal riots (Hindu-
Muslim) so far confined to urban areas dre
spraading to rural sreas.  The over-fed
Hindu communalists aré out for the blood
of the untouchables, tribes and minoritios.
Theretore, the persecuted minorites should
be more vigilant  Thig is tha message in
the Shastri Commission reporn

The Commission has regretied that no
State Government has conducsted a survey
of the warking of tha PCR Aot nor sét up
any special court for wial v is foolish 10
axpect the govemnmmeni to Ondertake such
a wink bacause if any Governmeant makes
such an altempt the government will be
toppled by the ruling class. The high
castes who'control évery Government do
nod want 1o enforce the PCR Act, This is
the simple truth

As regards the root causes of atro-
citios (page B8B) the Commission cites
social causes. The social cause lies in the
practice of untouchability which is a by
product of the Hindu caste system pushing
the SCs down 1o the lowest rung of the
social lsdder in the caste higrarchy. How
can we remove untouchability  without
disturbing the caste scafiolding 7 Wil not
the Hindu religion shake if the caste sys-
tem-its very foundation-is sought to be
destroyed ¢ Who is prepared to make such
a sacrifica 7 If caste goes all the property
and privilages enjoyed by the high castes
of india will also go. Therefore, we can
safely conclude that as long as the ruling
clazs of India is allowed to continua, the
caste system will also continue., Hence
the need o destroy the ruling class be-
comas all the mare urgent. Wa thank
Bola Pagwan Shastri for boldly hinting a1
the need 1o destroy casie.

Wea alwo appreciate the commission’s
recommandation for a spécial police force
compriging B0% 5C constables 1o be pos-
ted particularly i sensitive areas. We
would go & step forward and recommend
that the ather half the speclal force should
ba Muslims. In that case, the jurisdiction
of such a lorce can be extgnded 10 areas
prone to Hindu-Muslim riote as well, Such
o force should be airdifted within four
hours ol the violence bréaking out. But
why confine the recruitment of the spacial
police force only ta the leval of constables?
Even officers manning it should be SCs.



S5Ts and Muslims-50 : 50,

The Commission has passed strictures
on the work of the Central and State
Governmeants for not fulfilling the job quota
to SCa. The SCs will not come to the
desired level even after the next 10 years,
it says.

The porcentage of reservation was
raised by the Government of Indis vide
resolution No, 27/26/68 - ESTT (S.CT)
di, 26th March 1979 in proportion to the
populstion of these communities as shown

in the 1961 census. The report mentions
that the 15 PC reservation 10 »Cz is to be
enfarced theough direct recruitment on all-
India basis - a) by open competition

b) posts to be filled by promotions ¢) and
on the basis of seniority. But, the commis-
sion observes that “‘the actual percentage
of 5Cs are nowhere near the prescribed
ona”’. In annexure |, it has given the data
to prove the failure of the Government.
Howevar, in Clase |v posts, reservations
have axcesded the quota fixed because
these positions of sweepers, scavengers
alc. are permanently reserved for the
untnuchables &5 there are none else 1o Take
up these jobs, The real position of SCs,
in RBl, nationelised banks, public industries
different Government departments are ail
furnished & very valuable document. [

RAMNAD DALITS EXPELLED
Karur: P.R. Kuppuswamy, Advo-
cate, writes :

Mueenakshipuram has rocked the Hin=
du sanatanists. From Morth come hordes
of Hindu religious leaders and religio-
political leacers, to the South to exhort
Hindus against conversion. In three dis-
tricts, Tirunelvali, Madurai and Ramanatha-
puram, “Harijans™ embraced |slam. Still
the process is going on.  In Ramnad, the
Government had filed gcriminal cases only
against untouchahtes, They are on condi-
ticnal bail in far off plecez-a cruel punish-
mant. They find no food or suppart there.
In Satem District also untouchables have
ihreatenad o join the siream of con-
vargicn. Around Madras some thousands
of untouchables have decided 10 join
Budhizm, ]

LIQUOR TRAGEDY

Bangalore : According to a survey
conducted by the Karnataka Government’s
Women and Child Welfare and Social
Welfare Departments those
killed in tha Bangalore's worst liquor
tragedy recently were-5Cs. 5Ts.  and
Muslims. Of the total dead of 277, 5Cs
were 169, 33 5Ts, 17 O.B.Cs, 37 Christl-
anz and 13 Muslims. |

CONVERSIONS VOLUNTARY:
SWAMY

Madras : R3S leaders are not unani-
mous in their opinion on Meenakshipuram,
Subramanian Swamy, who hates Vajpavee
and who in an article in the ‘‘Sunday*
(10-5-81) critlcised Vajpavee for his
“fondrness for gifds and drink’", says
untouchables became Muslims in Meena-
kshipuram as they were torured by t he
Hindus.

The Janata Party general secrotary
dizagreed with BJP leader Vajpayea's
views that money played a role in the
Mesnakshipuram conversion. He said
they were wvoluntary. Such conversions
may take place anwhere in the country, he
told pressmen here on July 17. Swami,
wiho v i 5 ited Meenakshipuram earlier
said what had happened thersa was
the rasult of 8 complex sociological pra-
cess and poiiticians should act to  correct
snags  which led to such conversion,
Subramanian Swami said in the Courtallam
a series of incidénts over a number of years
culminated in the conversion. (Hindu
18-7-81)- O

“Buddhisn is pari of Hindvism'. Swomi Rama-
dosar of Malaysis st the Minakghipuram conferance
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COMMUNAL RIOTS: WHY
SUPPRESS FACTS?

By V. T. Rajshekar Shelly
Alter Biharghareef it is now Hyderabad. There is no end to this blood-letting. The
Biharshareef Hindu-Muslim communal ricts, about which we had written in our first issue,

has few parallels in the whole af India.

Mot only it is one of the biggest riots but the

first rocking a rural area.  But so soon averything séam to have been forgotten.  And the
Hindu communal elements are getting ready for another bout-etemal thirst for the

Muslim blood,

D. R. Goyal, editor of ' Secular Demo-
cracy’’ in an anicle published in hig jour-
nal after @ visit to the area, says " reason-
oble people tena to put the figure (of dead)
around 20{0. We havé received a list of
145 dpad of whom threg ars non-Mustims™",
Asghar Ali Engineer, 8 noted writer and
reformer of Bombay, who wisited Bihar-
shareaf also puts the figure at 150 10 200.
In am article published in the Economic and
Political Weakly (16-6-81) and later réepro-
duced in two parts in the "Deccan Herald',
he quotes tha local CPl MLA saying the
deaths could not have been iess than 150

But the otficial figure is put at B2.
And in this country, official figures of the
dead in any calamity is always supprassed,
Can  we expact the Hindu-dominated
Government 1o speak the uth whon it
comés 10 Hindu-Musho ot cazualnies 7

Tooshar Pandit, whose coverage of
the Biharghareef appeared as the cover
gtory in the "Sunday” [24-5-81) undar 1he
title, RS 5. spreads its poison again™,
says of the 52 officially dead, 50 were
Muslims. Even the 'Hindu’ correspondent
had spoken apout the one-sided business
of murder in Biharghareef. Radiance, a
Dalhi weakly [(21-6-81) published a chart
of the Biharsharaef victims saving that 143
Muzlims were kllad. Diflergnt reports by
impartial Hindu obssrvers have admitted
the Muslims have sullerad like any thing.
All of them unanimously put the death tall
at around 150, we have no reason b
disbélieve this figure. But the official
figure is kept at B2,

Apart from the huge gap bBebwoen

official figure of the dead and the actual
fact, the Hindu-Muslim communal clashes,
which are becoming almost o deily feature,
should make us think about yat another
gerious aspect of the problem. India’s
capitalist-owned Press run by high caste
Hindu journalists has always adopted a
doublestandard when it comes 10 Hindu-
Muslim riots. It takes shelter under a
good old Nahru-Linquat Ali informal undeér-
standing that the community of the dead
in communal riots should not be identified.
However thare is no official bar for publi-
shing community-wise figures. The Mus-
lims, who are the victims of évery COmMMmU-
nal riot, themsalves havs been demanding
community-wise details of the dead, inju-
rad, arrested and the loss of property suf-
fered by both Hindu and Muslims, But the
press takes sheltar under thiz outdated
Mehru-Liaquat Ali understanding. Why ?
Bacausa it @ advantageous 1o Hindus.

The Government, however, collects
the dia community-wise but does not
relgase it 1o the public. Mewspapers while
réporting communal riots do  not even
idantify the communities. They prefer 1o
make it as vogue as possible. The reason
given both by the Government and the
Hindu prass for not identifying the commu-
nities and not giving the community wise
brask-up of the dead and injured is that
such & publication wiil further aggravale
the communal trouble. This is a fantastic
logic. Why should the communal Hindus
engineer a riot and then try 1o BUPPress
fram the public eye what they did? If the
communal-minded Hindus sre so  much



worrled sbout the congeguence of the
Hindu-Muslim riots by the publication af
the details of the riois, they should rather
try not to aotart one.  Hindu-Moslim
communal riots and Hindu-untouchable
caste riots have tarnished the already
murky image of india in the outside world
By supprassing facts, will such a blood-
stained image get white-washed 7

in the case of the Biharshareef, the
viry story of Tooshar Pandit [(Sunday
24-5-81) carries the headling indicting the
ASS. Mot only that it names the very R5S
leader wha wasz responsible for kiliing so
many Muslims—including women and
bebies ¢ Raj Kishore, tha RSS chiaf of the

district, With a gun in hand, he was on a
miurder sprae with his band of ASS5 volumn-
teers in several villages., Tooshar Pandit’s
repart indicting Raj Kishore was supported
by many other impartlal observers. But
till this day no action has been taken
acceptfor Indira Gandhi’s crocodile tears.
Dalits and other persecuted minorities of
India should be well aware of thiz Hindu
game, They should tight ont only the RSS
menace but demand publication community-
wize details of the dead., not only in
communal riots but also in caste riois.
Remember, we are fighiing for establishing
truth. ]

A BRAHMIN VIEWPOINT

Sir,-The cartoon in the Indian Express
of July 9 [by Abu Ahraham] is in a deplor-
ahly low taste, Iz it necessary for a princi-
pled and sober newspaper 10 sink so low
and indulge in casteism by publishing a
cartoon which shows a Brahmin, lathi in
hand and a policeman in close support?
A1 this stage of our national evolution, it is
just as well to remind the reading public
that any number of Brahmins fought for
freadom and it was certainly due 1o the
elforts of stalwartslike Rajaji, Satyamurthy,
and very many others [including of course
the Brahmin Jawaharlal Nehru] that we
waon freedom.  Brahmins are being decried
and hounded by some political parties for
perpetuating their cwn pernicious regime
no holds barred,

Iz there any justific ation for this Brah-
min-baiting? True when the caste system
was bharn, the Brahmin was the preceptor.

It might be said that he practised un-
touchability.  Yes, he really does, even
whan he begets a son,  He treats himself
as an untouchable and does not even go to
a temole for a certain number of days — a
practice being followed to this day. This
‘untouchability’ descends on him even evan
when hiz brother begets a child.  The basis

of this is ‘tantric’ and only the sastras can
glve the reason, perhaps bordering on the
ocoult,

The Brahmin has been guilty of un-
toushability. The British who ruled us
have perpetrated greater atrocities on
Indians. For that reason, do we massacre
avery Briton who steps into our shoes ?
Do Hindus hack evary Muslim he encount-
ars because once upon a time Muslim
hordes descended on India an a loot-and-
plunder spreel

Thiz Brahmin-baiting is irrational and
meaningless, Repeating with convenient
rautilations, historical situations which are
no longer valid in the present context is
not going to help the nation which has,
not just the four castes, but innumerable
guch social divisions.

What is required is a healthier under-
standing of each other's social practices and
ways of Iife and a national will to put tale-
pits 1o the best use for building an India
which can speak from a position of strength
in all platforms of the world,

C. 5. SETHURAMAM. Trivandrum.
(Letter to the editor inthe Indian Express
on the mass conversions-14-7-81) O
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DALITS MUST QUIT HINDUISM

{ 4. Marsyanswamy, Secratary, Karnsiaka 5C & 5T Employess Federalion, Bangalore.)

Wa axtend our hearty good wishes 10
tha Dalits of Meenakshipuram for quitting
Hinduism and to some Bangalore city Dali-
t& for announcing their decision to quit
Hindusim in August. We also congrotus-
lata S.M. Siddiah, Ex-M.P-. for embracing
Chrigtianity with all his relatives and friends
ot Mysore

Dr. B. R, Ambhedkarsaid: | have
therefora no hesitation in saying that such
a refigion (Hinduism) must be deésiroved
and | zay there iz nothing irreligious in
working for the destruction of such a
redigion.” [Annihilation of Caste-page 38).

Itis the considered apinion of Dr.
Ambedikcar and many othars that Hinduism
is the root cause of the Indian social stag-
nation and economic rein,  After 20 years
of thinking on this problem Dr. Amboadkar
finzlly quit Hinduism and embraced Buddh-
ism Lakhs of people followed him. Today
those who got converted either 10 Buddh-
ism, Christianity, lslam or Sikhism feel
gocially liberated

They have escaped the stigma of un-
touchabiiity. Some writors in Kamataka
gay that Dr. Ambedker should have pre-
ferred Islom instead of Buddhism  But
what we oy is that, let us first * QUIT -
Hinduism and thereby become human
balngs- Later we can decide which rali-
gion ta sesk conversion because as long

as wa remain in Hinduism wa cannot e-
caps the stigma of untouchability. The unt-
ouchables must know that they have no
right to criticies the caste system and
complain against the atrocities sommitied
on them by the caste Hindus as long as
thay themselves remain as Hindus,

Either we have to quit Hinduism, be-
come human beings and regain salf-res-
pect or else we have to remsin under
Hinduism and get kicked, killed, burnt and
rapid by the uppar casias.

The untauchables must alsa know that
kicking, killing, burning and raping of un-
touchables are sanctioned by the Hindu
dharma sastras. If caste Hindus are com-
mitting the airocities against us, it is de-
cauge the sastras have told them to do so.
How can we alse subscribe 1o the same
dharma sastra and pray o the samé
Brahmin gods, go to the samé temples,
worship the same Brahmin gods in our
houses ¥ We must decide early whethar
wi should remain 8z sleves within Hindu-
i=m or get oul of t and become human
beings,

While congratulating Dalits of
Mesnakzshipuram for taking this bold step,
wa call upon the Dalits all owver India
o organise” quit Hinduism™"conferences on
Aug. 16. |-Day. The aducated Dalits

should lead the Quit Hinduisn Movement,
Go ahead. |

INDIRA VISITS ANANDAMAI
ASHRAM
SITAPUR (U P.) July 21,

Tha Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira-
Gandhi, 1oday visited the Ma Anand Mai
Ashram ol Naimizharenya, 42 km. from
hare. Mrs, Gandhi had darshan of Ma

Anand Mai and was with her for sbout
an howr,

The Prime Minister, who was on her
first wisil vo Maimisharanya, an ancient
religious centre, inaugurated a Pauranic
Vadic rasearch and studies institutée there.

she was presenied with a s&t of books
by the director of the centro, Mr. G. M.
Sastrl (Hindu 22-7-81) |

Bombay : Dalit Panthars staged
demonstrations betore Government offices
throughout Maharashtra on July 27 to
fight against the non-implemantatton of
the unanimous resolution of the Maha-
rashira legislaturé recommending renam-
ing Marathwads University after Dr,
B R. Ambedkar. ]



PANCHAMA-BAITING IN TAMIL NADU

(G. Jagannathan, Medurai, Citizens for Democracy)

I wish to refer 1o the phenoménon of adoption of lslam by the panchamas in
Tamil Nadu which has been going on for more than 10 years, but made a government issua
now by the anti-demacratic and anti-secular elemenis of the Hindu Rashitra school,

Varnashrama Dharma is a well known

tenat of Hinduism. WUnder this tenet. the
panchamas are untouchables., To term the

panchamas as Hindus is not correct.  Theoy
ara only unbonded, untouchable slaves of
the Hindu.

&g such it s not surprising, with the
sglow penaetration of modern education

among the panchama castés and with the
conaciousness of their human dignity by
tha youths, some of thom become rationa-

lists or materialists. But the vast majority
who are religious minded héve been adop-

ting Buddhism, Christianity or Islem, The
process hes been going on for hundrads
of years,

The Hindu clergy and the R.5.5. slement

aro blowing up this phenomenon as parl
of & Muslim prozelylisal:aon programma.

The amity existing beiween Hindus and
Muslime in Tamilnadu is exemplary,
The Jomat-e-lslam in Toamilnadu is very
kean about not giving ream for communal

discord 1o develop in this part of India.
So thay aré (oo reluctant to provide B5iE-

tance for initiating the new-comers into thair
fold uniéss responsible Hinduz consider it
nat ae o calamity to their way of life but as

litvaration of the panchama from centurios
of casta appression.

In such circumstances, | would request
doemocrats to use their influence with the

regponsible Hindus, R-5 5., the govi. and
religious loaders etc to convince them

about the need 1o desist from rousing

communal passions on the issue and 1o
crezie an atmasphers conducive tothe fres

exercize of their human rights by the pan-
chemas without government Interference.
The freadom of the Muslims to enfold into
their brothorhood the ones who aspine 1o
it without govemment interforonce an d
harassment by Hindu communalisis is an
an eszentisl demand of secularism,

This is not the first time in history that
people rejoct the social tyranny of 8 parti-
cular religion and adopt @ mare rational
and humanistic religion. But unforiunate-
Iy every Hindu from the Primé Minister
down to the police constable i propping
up the tyranny of Hindu social sysiéem on
fha wictims of this tyranny trouncing all
principlas of 8 secular polity, The Indira
Congress has sterted Panchama baibng andg
Muslim-baiting. Here it has become im-

parativa  for democrats to miervens and
work in defence of seculatiem as wall as

human righia to the panchamas. We are
planning 1o call & meating of Panchamas
and Muslime at Maduersl to  thrash

out thiz marter which is 5o vital for democ-
racy and seculargm. Such & mesting
should ba held at 1the national level also.

ATOMIC DEPARTMENT
DALITS DECIDE TO

EMBRACE ISLAM

Madras : V.M. Velu, Secretary of the
Alomic Energy Depanment (Govermmen:
of India) SC B 5T Employess Union,
Kalpakkam, writes that in his oifce thers
gre oaly T00 Dalits of the 3.700 emplo-
yeas. And these Dalits are the worst
victimg of Hindu imperislism,  Hindu
employess stabbed him on March 18 in
broad day light and rght before the police
station. A. Ramakrizshna, vice-president of
the Association, was sefiously assaulied
by Hindug on the nighi of Mov., 301978

wil

In hioth the cages, no action was teken by
the police despite written complaints.
M. Perivaswamy, leading firemin of the
factory, was stebbed by Hincus on Dec.
4-80. The Hinous removed the portrait
of Dr. Ambadkar unveiled by the Dali
employees inside the factory recreation
club. FP. Manoharan was sssauited by
Hindus on Jan, 1,

In the light of these “'continuad naked
sggression on poor Dalitemplovess by tha
Hindus,”" the Dalit employess at 8 general
body meating on July 10 decided to quit
Hindyizm and embrace lslam on Aug. 15,
lindepandanced day, he says.

e

e

!!—;
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MUSLIMS NOT INTERESTED IN CONVERSIONS

[Our Cormspondent |

Tin_rl:hi :  Dr. Ameeruddin Ahmed, a noted eye-gsurgeon of Trichy, writes in
the editorial of his maonthly English journal, “*Ad-Dawaa’’, of June 1981 that Muslims are
nat interested in the conversion of untouchables.

Az Dr. Ahmed, a noted Muslim leader

of Tamil Madu, is working close to
the area whera conversions have taken

place and is familiar with the whole situa-

tion, his remarks will be of much signifi-
cance. The editorial says : “'The national

press was making a lot of noise to create
reaction in the minds of the majoriiy

community and this may have repercussions
leading 1o even communal conflicts.
“‘MNo doubt every faith has a right 1o

prasent its philosophy, belief, moral, ethical
and national and international values to the

world at large. Bet to blame the poor
Indian Muslim community for this conver-

ginns i5 without moral justification.  In fact
the Indian Muslim community |5 afraid of
conversion nor they hawve any missionary
or & body 1o undertake this task as soma
othar communities are doing We don't
aven have an organisetion or 3 $@t-up 10
giva or distribute free [slamic literature as
missionary institutions are doing. In fact
our dawath starts with Biriyvanl and ends
with feemi. The Muslim community at
large and the Indian Muglims in particular
are indifferant to their own falth, Butl we
wrould like 10 poini out that f somé masm-

bers of the Harljan community have chosen
to accept ancther faith for sheer emotional

bratherhood of men nobody can help it or
prevent it. In fact peopls are attracted

tonwards Islam for various reasong and anly

thoze people who hed come ower 1o the
Islamic faith, alone shall explain as to why

they changed their faith. By changing
their faith especially the Harijans are losing
plenty of economic advantage and become

inheritors of suffering and consequence of
adverss hlstory.  But man does not live by

bread alone, As we had pointed outin
the earlier paragraph, there s N0 conver-

sion missionary with us  So at Meenakshi-
purarm what has occurred is not a pheno-
meanan of conversion, but a case of acoep-

tance of |slamic faith for which the alder
Muslims are not at 8ll responsible. Thae
Harijan brothers have joined the Islamic
falth for the reasons best known 9 tham.
So it is better not 10 play this game of
playing up in the press. The only diffe-
rence betwsen a communist and a non-
communist state is the freedom of con-
gcience. Let us uphold the same as the
mest tolerant of the religions in the whole

warld'®, ]

FEAR OF COMMUNAL RIOTS

Madraz: K.K. Mohiadesn, general secretary
of the Islamic society of India, in a letter to
the Prime Minister has urged her to avert
the danger of Hindu=-Muslim communal
riots looming over Temil Madu following
largescale conversion of untouchables to
Islam in different parts of the State

He eays that the “‘communal elements
who are itching for trousle are planning 1o
gtart an agitatéon in and around Meanakshi-

puram. Even if one 5C convert is beaten
up, it may tum into & Hindu-Muzslim
clash’'".

Tharafore he suggests immediate pre-
cautianary measures:- transfer of communal
-mindad officials, rounding uwp of bed
characters, merting of police and paramili-
tary forces, formation of poace commitbess,

instructiens to press not to publish rumours.

PROPORTIOMAL REPRESENTATION:
In another letter to Jagjivan Ram, he urges
the former Deputy Prime Minister to fight
for proportional  representation to all
communities. In admisslon to education
and recruitment to jobs, each communmy
including 5Cs 3T and minorities should be
taken in propaortion to its respective popll-
ation. He also asks Jegjivan Ram fo starta
party called the “'Harijan-Musglim Con=
qgress’’, ;

SEPARATE BANKS : To safeguard
the interests of minorities, he suggests
saparate Minisiry of Minority Affeirs and a
geparate financlal institution o meel the
needs of 5Cs, 5Ts and minerities. As the
waaker seciions are getting a raw deal in
the nationalised benks. the only solution is
a separale bank tor minorities, ha says ||
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MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS’ GLOBAL
CONSPIRACY TO SUBVERT INDIA

R55 VERSION OF CONVERSIONS
(Our Correspondent)

Bangalnm: We are flooded with letters, reports, articles, staterments and

speeches on the Meenakshipuram mass conversion of untouchables to Islem.

It is no

longer a flood but a deluge. The epidemic is spreading 1o Karnataka, Andhra and U,P. Earth-
guake, a% we declared in our previous issue.

the level of Armageddon,

The Hindu communalists have raised it to
The untouchables have tasted the benefits of conversion and

mare and more of them appear to be rushing to embrace Islam which did produce mira-

culous results,

B. J. P. president Vajpayee wvisited
Rehmal Magar and later told the press at
Madraz on July. 17 the RSS version of the
convérsion. The Deccan Herald report
(18-7) says the conveérsions ware "“mas-
ter-minded by certain motorious smugglers
who would like to cover up their invalve-
ment with counterfeit currency cases,
These unscrupulous slements have SUCCBE-
ded in roping in innocent Harijans who
have been made to carry fake currency on
the assurance that they will not be
harassed by the police once they became
Muslims™. WVajpayee raised guestions of
involvemnent of 8 foreign agency in print-
ing fake note, establishment of a techni-
cal training school which received Rz, 1.5
croré foreign aid and Involvement of an
Indian wha became a Muslim in a8 guH
country but now busy converting untoucha-
bias by using foreign money. But Vajpayeas
was careful not 1o mention any name of
the persons doing this conversion or tha
company that gave the machine to make
currency notes or the Arab country from
where the petro-dollars are pouring. Why
did hie not give the names ¥ |5 ha afraid
or iz he not having the information 7 The
R35 has supplied him the information.
But he did not like to repeat the R3S
charge because he wants to become the
Prime Minister. A&nd he knows thai
nobody canbecome PM withaut the sup-
port of Dalits and Mustims., Aad in this

converslons, wnfortunately, the very two
communitles are invoived, RSS wants to
groom him for the Prime Minister but at
the same time it cannot get out of ids
"caste character” which makes it hate
these two persecuted minorities. This was
Vajpavee's diemma when he visited
Rahamat Magar.

What is the ASS version front-paged
in the July 18 issue of the ‘Organiser’,
Under the headline “inside stery of Meena-
kshipuram'’, it says “‘Muslim priests and
leadars are working to convert | lakh Hari-
ang living in 500 willages spread over 3
districts of Tamil Nadu®', The whole thing
is described #s @ "‘Global conspiracy to
subvert India”’. It recollects the Times of
India {21/3/81) front-page headlines in this
connection. The annual report of the
“South India |slam Society had said that
8,000 Harijans had been converted to
Islam®’, The facts, Organkser savs, gre :
The first conversions teok place in Korayur,
Ramnad district, in Feb. 1980, The person
raspongible for these conversions is a
Ramnad District Health Officer, Dr. Mano-
haran who became Dr Munnawar Khan
and Dr. Jayaseelan, another local Harljan
doctor. At Meenakshipuram, the palice
unearthed a big counterfeiting activity In
an estate. The counterfeiting was baing
done  according to the police, by some
Christian padris with the aim of a printing
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machine donated by Douglas Charity of
America, This has béen established by the
conlessions of the actused porsons 1o the
police. A Christian family residing in
Tenkasi Taluk, is also running an arphange
aided by the Douglas Charity, The primary
purpose of this orphenage is conversion of
Harijans to Christianity. This orphansge
abats several HMarljans to croaie caste ten-
sions between Harijans and non-Harilans
in several villages, =0 as 1O Créate an
atmesphers of alienation from the Hindu
society, which is necessary for conversions.
The family running the orphanage is also
gaid 10 have made aveilable the machinery
for countarfeiting. According to the police,
printing anmd distribution of counterfeit
curréncy has been gowng on for several
years. The modus operandi is thal the
printing is done by the Christians and the
dispribution outlets are the treoe channels
of Muslims. The Hanjans are employed 1o

cary the counterfeit currency, The
Organiser says “ong Thangaraj, & notofi-
ous local goonda, changed trom Christianity
to islam and became Yusul fo save him-
self afier eloping with a Thovar girl. This
Thangaraj had link with the fakenota racker,
The two Thevar youths who discovered
this connection ware murderad. Police
invegtigation revaealed the fTakenote racket
The police were harsh on 5Cs and the
Muslims assured them that police would
not dare touch them if they embraced
Istam™".

This i& the RSS version of the whole

story  which Vajpavee repeated a1 Madras,
The Organizer refears o the Tanjoré

"

district conversion led by Ambikapathi
father-in-law of Thasi M. Karunanidhi, a
DME MP from Magapattanam- He con-
verted 20 other Dalits. A famous sireet &
renamaed Mading street. The Organisar
gives the following details of conversion
in Tamil Medu : total is 1, 369. The con-
versions have nothing to do with social
reasons.  ~ They have much to do with the
fesling ihat thera is money and power in
being 8 Muslim™. The Organiser later
propounds 12 bogus schemes 1o aver
conversions and save ‘‘Harijans’. How-
ever, soma Dalit friends have thrown &
challenge : If the Arabs can pay Rs. 500
per convert, the RSS, the Shankaracharyas
and the Birlas. who togethér can command
crores of rupees, can offar RAs, 1,000 per
hesd and reconvert them., but as
Brahmins. They sald they are ready.

R5%S leaders who became 50 nemvous
by these conversions have virtually staried
pissing in their pants. The natienal exacu-
tive of tha RSS met in  Dathi for two days
from July 11, Balasaheb Deoras presiding.
The full text of the resolution passed at
the mesting was publisthed on the from
page of the Organiger. We have carefully
gone through the resclution and would like
ta tall our Dalit friends not to be decieved
by these crocodile tears of this high casto
fascist organisation. Except saying that
caste distinction must be buried and the
“pernicious practice of untouchability
miist ba ended *, there is nothing concrete,
We have had enough of thesa humbugs
from the days of Gandhi. ]

RSS RESORTS TO CONVERSIONS

Berhampur (W.Bengl) : The RSS-controlled Vishwa Mindu Parishad on  17-6-81
eonvarted 8 number of Santals including its leader Chunku Hansda and entire family {0
Hinduism at & ceremony near here. RSS leaders headed by Shyamapada Mukhkyopadhava,
VHP genaral secretary, conducted the conversion cerémony. Santals like other triabals are
not Hindus but animists. They have bean demanding a seperate stale of Jharkhand. [
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CHRISTIAN MINISTER SACKED IN MP

{Our Corraspondant)

BHOPAL : There is hardly any paoliti-
cal representation to Christians in India. In
the Union Cabinet headed by Indira Gandhi,
there is no Christlan, forming over 2% of
the Indian population. It may be small
but It is the moat literate and the most
alert. Apart from this, It is serving the
needs of the Hindu majority which depends
upon the schools and hospials run by the
Christlans. The high caste Hindus consider
it & status symbol to send their children to
convents. But after taking all these
advantages, what the Christiang get is
only abuse.

In MF, the only Christian Minister in
the Cabinet was drofped in the recent
reshuffle. Thousands of Christians staged
protest demonstrations in the second weak

ﬂi_ July in Raipur digtrict
reinstatement of Julive Ekka.

R3S and ather communal Hindus have
bean for long demanding the dismissal of
Julivs Ekka, a highly respected lsader. The
RSS ofticial journal, Organiser (26-7-81)
hailéd the dismissal and said : *'The main

reason for his sack was his pro-Jharkhand
stand and encouragenent o conversian in

Jashpur and other aress of Raigarh dt.
which is the centre of missionares’, It

said Ekka was originally a tribe. The
beauty of the whole thing is that it is
only the converted tribals who are the

mosl conscigus and militant lot but the
RSS and other communal Hindus do not

want them to get awakened.  That is why

th_n-,.- are pouring crores  of rupees to
Hinduise the triabls and thus keep them

docila and obediant. u

|

demanding

[Contd from Page 2]

hundred Shankaracharyas and Pejawar
Swamig ¢an stop the Hlow now.

Mor have they any right to demand
that converis be deprived of resaervations,
If their plea is that reservations shouw!'d not
be given only to converts, why did they
launch the Gujarat caste war an untoucha-
bles who wers within Hinduism ¥ Does it
not prove that thay will nol (olerate reser-
vations even to Hindu untouchables ? That
means ag long as untouchables live within
Hinduigm they are torfured and the moment
they quit, they are threatened with the
punighmant of  withdrawing the resar-
vationg. But tha Dalits shall not e cowed
by these threats,

Repor's said 200 more untouchables
bacama Muslims on the July 27 Hindu
conference for reconversions, Hindu
Ieadars who want to woo back the converts
to thé Hindu fold could have atleast alfersd

a8 promotion to the reconveriad  They
could have assured 10 convert them as
Brahmins. In the absence of any such
assurance, it means that the Hinagus are out
o make them cnce again g2 untouchables.

Therefore, the Dalits will not be fooled
any longer by these tricks. We can ses
through their game. False promises will
no longer tempt us. Dalits will no longer
be deceived by this sudden Hindu sympathy
for “"Harijans’". Their crocodils tears. How
15 It that now after 3,000 vears they have
suddenly realised that untouchables are
also Hindus and they aré humans.
Too late.

While congratulating the untouchables
for quitting Hinduism and thus gering
themselves liberated, we call upon Dalits
all over Indiato observe Independence Day
(Aug. 15) as '"Quit Hinduism Day'" and
b good-bye to sulfocation and sesk
fresh air, |

EONTOR V. T. Rafshekar Shaity.
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