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FOREWORD

This is the text of the document (prepared Dby
\l\géf. V. T. Rajshekar Shetty, a veteran journalist and a
well-known writer) presented by me as the representative of
the Indian Untouchables at the Asian Racial and Minorities
Conference held in New Zealand in the middle of Nov. 1978.
The document evoked so much of response that when I
finished reading it, almost half the audience, including the
| “nresident of the conference, was in tears. They were literally
shocked on hearing this horror('sto o frorglm 7thls‘ land of
non-violence practlsmg a religio Wthh claims to have
taught the world both’ universal toleatlon and equal respect
to all human beings.

£
pAll of=thes— admitted this is the first time a foreign
audience outside India is given such a truthful picture of

80-odd million Untouchables who together with the tribals
/

are the real and original owners of thlsﬂg’rcat ountry’ i T
}/ mx,e_,olﬂ gl O ecend M .

In view of the world-wide demand for this historic
document, we have come out with this book so that it may
serve as a gnide to sympathetic foreigners trying to know
India, its well_kept secrats about its most important problem
_the problem of Untoughables. Perhaps, there is no other
literature of this kind so scientifically and in a nutshell
explaining this world’s No. -1 problem. And we hope
that those foreigners benefitted by it will write to us how
they can help us in our mission of liberating India.

"’”7°/° e
—-most WJblication
remen

and we are Wurag y-the t s response
to the literature brou out by us.

D. M. Thimmarayappa
Convener, Dalit Action
Jan. 20. 1979. Committe, Bangalore,

: Karnataka, S. India.
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APARTHEID IN INDIA

V. T. RAISHEKAR (SHEPTY ‘

1. NFROBHERFON /fli‘\‘/
betayan e Lsoni
We are forced to ‘tome opt with this document to expose a -
closely guarded secret Kept by the ruling class of India forming
b
about 10 per eent of it ﬁ)()—od Z}llllog population living £
grinding poverty, misery Jpwe squalor, The outside world dees ;’
wot know’that in India th re is a problem called, untouchability.

And whe% they come to knoy of {?s they will be @C)

enge, this document is\ meant for sympathetlc foreigners Mﬁ(
who are nterested in getting a gorrect plcture of India the

most anment c1v1llsatxons in the Wworld, V2 gn~ X 25 Wé"ca(_/
C e P 1 y ‘v,umr-_-:-_—-\

he rulmg class of Indla comprisng (B T hich |
e PO arty-that-is in-pewied), bureaucrats, press , aud pro- '
fess10nals industrial-landed 1nter .s‘,ha%ldemui:cultura ~religious
leaders, banking—financial sector has succesgﬁ‘llly given an impre—
Js
ssion to the outside world ‘that Buddha’s and Gandhi‘s land of
peace and Ahimsa (non-violence) js wedded to the highest and
noblest ideals of truth, toleration, justice, freedom and equa- 15
k)

lity. If at all there is any perfect working model of parliamentary
democracy in the world, it is 12 Ipdia :th% Elbvmg e)%mple of
socialism and secularism. lndxa“ and m-lﬂd-mné overnglann 41—
as the chosen representatives of the Buyddha and hi, never
hesitated to fight against any kind of bieach of human rlgﬁts not
only inside the country but ajso outside.\ It is in accordance with
this that India observg the Interdatignal Anti-Apartheid
(1978-1979) year mesw with great fanfare: | lndian Foreign Affairs
Minister A.B. Vajpayee went to the UN |General Assembly and
delivered an eloquent‘ speech on the flogr of the world forum
denouncing the practice of apartheid not only in South Africa and
other African countries but also ial discriminations in U.S.A.,
U.K. and other countries. ndian Prime Ministet8Morariji
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Desai hes been_always first in condemning violation of human
rights in any par\ of the world. Since India has given birth to
some of the greatef saints' &n.d sav nEf and produced the world’s

hollest of the holy s§riptures, its 'heart bleeds at the very sight of

he slightest injustice 1r}23n 'l)ar% of he World That ;s wh co
slaughter is prohibitedy %%the death of an msect %

A hetai=s s = i s SN JIAAZ S
But what is the pos tior inside Ind a U Nobod ha descu

the prevailing situationjbgtter than th% er 2 man in the Indian

Jagjivan Ram; Befence—Minister. ¥ Statesnran®

New Delhi (W/ﬁjlff ences of caste and creed in India have

assumed a more terrible forn\ than the racial conflict in the U.S.A.

against which N, Martin Luther King fought™; &S Jagjivan
nt

Ram said in New Delhi—on—Menday;compa uchability
An. eid' 7 0J'§%
s 4

peaking at a function in own Hall,organised by the Martin
Luther King Society to celebrate \Mahatma Gandhi’s birth anniver—
sary, the Defence Minister peintkd ?\t at a Brahmin could not
be distinguished from a ° bhangi\(of the sweeper caste) on the
basis of appearances. The same applied to a Muslim and a Hindu,
while the contrast between a blaciand \‘x;lyj;e was quite obvious.

And yet the prejudices in-this— €0 e—as.terrible as in the -

" U.S.A'SS heesddedi®y . -
i R e
Coming as it is Trom-gZpers van Ram,

it must give the corpédt picture of the land of non-violence. -

Jagjivan Ram was pgéferriyg to the position of India’s 80 and odd

million untouepibles who .are called ° scheduled castes’ in

India‘s officiz¥ documents but popularly known as “ Harijans >’

(meaning ¢Hildr, nrgf?‘}od A pame given ‘to them by M.K.
¢ Father of the Natiopr: H’

This documetit. therefore, i intended to give a true picture of
the Indian ungeuchables to foreigh friends lest they get the impre-
ssion that India is the land of mostperfect democracy in thg world~

In this connection we would liks to inform ¢y _that the Go-
vernment did not allow a foreign firm\Thames Television, tc make a

y
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TV film on India’s lgizmchabies on the ground that it will give a
bad picture of the country to the outside world- The rLllJII}g {ﬂﬁs’
does not mind having something stinking inside its house but
outsiders should not get a smell of it. That is why the filming was s
banned. Except one senior Indian journalist, Kuldip Nayar (@‘Tﬁe“‘m :
‘Indiatl/Express’) who had lodged a strong protest against this

double, standard of the Government, the rest of the Press either
ept quiet or supported this measure. dgade”

"Lhat X v T i il
‘ 22150 vl tﬁ%ﬁ%
The total population of untouchables is given a8 80 million

(1971 census) forming about 15 per cent. But this figure does not

take into account the vast number of uatouchables who have
converted themselves to Buddhism,, ChrisYra‘nity and other.relig—

ions but at the same time suffered from the stigma of untouchabi—

lity. % :

POPULATION

Leaders of untouchables’ have complained that the census
figures of untombles are very much suppressed by India,s
ruling class. “Census is a matter of first rate concern in all coun-
tries wedded to ‘‘democracy’’ based on adult franchise. Since
politics in India-has become a game of numbers, census figures
assume all the importance. It is the number that gives the added
political weight. That is why census figures are deliberately
cooked up and this complaint is often heard not only from India’s
trlﬁauchables but also from 61 million Muslims (official ﬁglze‘s)
orming about [z p.c. of the population. (India has the M
biggest Muslim population in the world). The main reason why
the untouchables suffered at the census is because quite a number
register themselves not as ‘‘ scheduled castes »» but Hindus-the
country’s single largest religion. That being so, the census figure
cannot be taken as the correct picture of India’s 1Et_ouchables.

It is said that India’s untouchables and tribals (officially 79)
will together form a. formidable one-third of the country’s total
population. :



- 577 L o R R o , o
St T nefuree v w0t yoleqs

T

C’ 0”:4 .V"“j ﬁ @/M{, e e A z./%"/‘

ruling class, it deliberatbly suppresses the population figures of not

only‘lhlér},touchables but also tribalsxand Muslims.l\ . a‘_té
3/ VIOLENGE IN PRACTICE : o
!

M n thi /l_and of Ahims4 (non-violence,) how are the untouchab-
‘les treated) 2 Most of the countries, particularly the feudal-
capitalist countries, have their own lowly people, who are treated

as second-rate citizens.

The late Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, hailed by the Hindus as

the maker of the Indian Congtitution, to??nost leader of the Indian

; untouﬁhables nd the most reyolutionary figure of modern India,
/‘""2?;?; the foll‘owu?gﬂtm'f/woﬁ s problem :

““The Romans had their aves, the Spartans their helots, the
British their villains, the | Americans their Negroes and the
Germans their Jews. So the Hindus have their untouchables.
But none of these can be said to have called upon {o/face a fate
which is worse than the fate which pursues the untouchables.
Slavery, serfdom }filleinage haye all vanished. But 1‘1n/touchability
still exists and bids fair to last ag long as Hinduism will last. The
untouchable is worse off than & Jew. The sufferings of the Jew
are of his own creation: Not so are the sufferings of the untouch-
ables. They are the result of a cpld calculating Hinduism which
is not less sure in its effect in producing misery than brute force is.
The Jew is despised but is not denled opportunities to grow. The
ungouchable is not merely despised| but is denied all opportunities
to rise. Yet nobody seems to take any notice of the tl}touchablcs—

. '
(Dr.B.R. Ambedkar : “Mr. Gahdhi and the Emancipation of

Untouchables °’ —Bhim Patrika Publication, Jullundur, India,
Page 11.)

This observation of Dr. Ambedkiar was made as far back as ,
1943. Since then Israel was formed ahd the problem of the Jews :
solved to a great extent.
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Even the Negroes of America have had significant changes in
their status. The American . Negro forming about 11 p.c. of the
U.S. population passed from.his non-violent manifestations of
1963 through the créscendo of violence of 1967. The American
Bla ‘? % , man ged to put fear into the heart of the Whites.
Simi a:%jA the Blacks bf South Africa have abandoned the path of

Rnon—violence and takeh to armed struggle aftcr the Sharpeville
massacre. The African\ National Congress has managed to focus
world attention on the struggle of the Blacks. Apartheid is discu-
ssed the world over. Similarly, the Palestinians have been
shaking the entire world \and had attracted _i_nternatiorg}l\jtten—

i : blems. | ama U

mt/&g%othex pro el?ﬂs;‘ /4 ,@_90“)\20"};“«}"&1 27’

ut not, the In¥1_13 untougchables. In sheer number, they may

~ excel th%'

K’r"nlencan egro or fyr that matter any other struggling
racial ot religious minority grolp taken as a separate unit. But
what is the use of this huge mass of population ? Their voice is
not only unheard outside India jut even inside India they—are—1
notheasdn fiikn & & oy Oy willerren,

Why nobody talks.about the poblgms of India‘s ygteuchables ?
The UN General -Assemlfy has had \debates on the problem of
Blacks, Palestinians and other groups who have been denied
human rights. But the UNO has not¢so far cared to spare a
thought to the world’s gravest problemi-the problem of India‘s

ntouchables. Nobody has so far complained to the world
organisation—not even a representative of the victims. /Ky
What is the actual position of the Indjan Blacks who afe

not only untouchables but are unapproachables agg unseeablesja. 2
w ArTR\WeaAR, @ - &
different parts of

‘“The Untouchables had different names i
the country. They were called Outcaste§, Untouchables,
Pariahs, Panchamas, Atishudras. Avarnas,\ Antyajas and
Namashudras. Their social disabilities were| specfic and
severe and numerous. Their touch, shadow \|and even voice
were deemed by the caste Hindus to be polluting. So, they
had to quit the way at the approach of a caste\Hindu. They
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were forbidden to keép cettain domestic animals, to use certain
metals for ornaments, were obliged to wear particular type of
dress, to eat a partjcular type of.-food, to use a particular type
of foot - wear, andfwete forced to occupy the dirty, dingy and
unhygienic outskirts of villages and towns for habitation where
they lived in dark, insanitary and miserable smoky shanties or
cottages. The dress of th€'males consisted of a turban, a staff
in the hand, a rough blanket over the shoulder and a piece oi
loin cloth. The women wore bodice and rough sarees barely
reaching the knees.

¢ These Untoughable Hindus were denied the use of public
. wells-and ‘were condemned to drink any filthy water they could
find. Their children were not admitted to schools attended by
the caste Hindu children. Though they worshipped the gods of
the Hindus, observed the same festivals, the Hindu temples
were closed to them| Barbers and-washermen refused to render
their service. The ¢aste Hindus, who fondly threw sugar to
ants and reared dogs| and other pets and welcomed persons of
other religions to thejr houses, refused to give a drop of water
to the Untouchables ¢r to show them iota of sympathy. These
Untouchable Hindus were treated by the caste Hindus as sub—
humans, less than men, worse than beasts. This picture is still
true in villages and small towns. Cities have mostly overcome
this state. :

“ Their miseries did not end at this. As they were illiterate,
ill-treated and untouchable for ages, all public services including
police and military forces were closed to them. Naturally they
followed hereditary occupations. Some of them plied trades of a
lower and degrading order such as street-sweepers, scavengers
and shoe-makers. Some skinned carcasses and ate carrion, tanned
hides and skins, worked in"bamboos and cane, and mowed grass.
Others who were more fortynate tilled the land as tenants, worked
as labourers in fields, and la great number of them subsisted on
food or grain given to them as village servants. Thus being depri-
ved of social, religious and civic rights, they had no chance of
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bettering their conditions and so these uafouchable Hindus lived g\
the life of a bygone and dead age, d 2gging on their miserable-

' existauce in insufficient accommog dtion, insanitary surroundlngs€
and social segregation. In short/fthey were born in debt and peri 1
shed nidebt. They were /b Untouchables, they lived as

' Untouchables aad ajEs fouchables **

‘n

' =

~Dr. Ambedkay/; Lifgand M 1 sion”’, By|Kee Dhananja ,&»
1954 - Pages 1-2 ) B el A_\

This positigh of pntouchabl has =¥> ch ngedablt since 195 X
Do LL R . ol e 05 b —

‘4] ROLE OF THE PRESS A “Cava

Why the world press which has nét failed to take up f very
many causes, failed to focus the plight of the Indian untouc-
hables ? This is because the outsid¢ press is not aware &of the
situation in this ‘fand of love and compassion.

/Kﬂm

) u«fw

'8

Why should we talk of people outside. India ? Even inside
India quite a large number of people are totally unaware of the
situation. In urban India, rarely anybody talks of untouchability

‘W here is untouchability now ?_It is all gone®™=. M C’J‘MIW‘E
Enig ot plrlodbond tokom s bl S fnss s N

This is the normal answer a forejgner gets if he tries to
question Indians. A Japanese journalist attached to a leading
daily told me recently that during his tefi-day stay in Madras,
the country’s thj rdgl%ffe“ %no“g}‘e bouth-eastern coast of
India, he a smgle uilt._oucha P an b %1‘5&;1
this subject. It is only on coming to Bang§lote that he hear
Foreigners touring India norma y ¢ome into contact with. the
ruling class which consists of uppeficaste Mindus. Whether it
be a journalist, professm% feacher or student he or she wilj
invariably belong to an u-ppe%aste in the Hijndu religion. So

much so, those belonging to this ruling dlas are normally
oblivious of the problem of untouchability ahd such of the few
who know it will see to it that it is hidden awas} from the foreign
eye. The foreign visigor never is taken to t§# uglier spots (slurp)%
of urban areas and if they happen to visit villages, segregation, I

Urnrea ' {
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that 1511;5;;{ g{ihebvillage life, is neve Since in

India it is difficult to distinguish a‘touch&ﬁe Tom an untoucha-
blefas in the US ‘where skin cojour is the
an jan, we can very well imagine hew difficult it is for a
foreigner.
ngganb lack}%E%\&th ir j.d-urnal’;o publicise their
struggle. he Americah Negroes aiﬁzﬁle Pa’lkstinians are also
equally owera;ul through tHeir organisation. They have
resources?” A number of bo

But not so with India’s y
(’ “their own on a nati
. the late Dr. Ambed
¢ proper leadership/ Parliamentar politics has split the eliteg
among untouchaples between diff€rent political parties dominate

by east l\lﬁdus No intellectial leader oi-outstadmemwaiter has
sprung up fro :

They are not only/paupers but centuries of protein deficiency
has made\them dpllards, physically weak, mentally retarded,
socially outcagstcs econmically impoverishe They lead the life of

7w

me%bm [N

¥ Because of \the physical stamina of egro%have
g atheletes, cricketers awd singers, They have

produced outstand i
ry many creative thinkers.”?So too among
: e v~ R rl-

actors, writers and
other struggling grou

But not so among chables af India.How can the unseuc-
hables produce a writer, thinker, actor or sportsman when the
flower is nipped in theLbu 9 Where is the chance to grow ‘?@

When the whole world Qutside his community is hostile to
im, when there is Do press support his cause, no writer to
low.his trumpet, how c2 he_eXer,make his voice heard ? It is
ot even heard in51de‘ So ndian vouch'ables are
anguishing—unsung, unwept. Thgy have no dice inside their
own country, how can they be hear outside ? 7M R &;\

“MMVA




How do we say the problem of Indian untopthables is more
serious than that of an American Negro or the’Blacks of South
Africa ? The answer is simple : in these fountries, the black
man or woman méy be employed as a hodsehold servant, al’\;et
nurse or a baby-sitter.  Such a servanf can cook food for the
white and serve it too. But not so jd India. The Indian untou—
chable not only cannot enter the/house of a touchable ‘é
Hindus) but even his very sightds prohibited, He is thus beth,
untouchable, == unseeable And unapproachable- When the
very sight of an untouchabl€ brings pollution, what to speak of
a touch ? That is‘Why the/untouchable of India is segregated.
Every Indian village (pfease note India is a land of villages)
is divided into \\wo wgflds - the area inhabited by touchables
and the area of uktopchables. No touchable ever comes anywhere
near the ghettos ijhabited by pnto hables.EE‘h'ﬁ‘i; sthe 3sei

every village from/ceNturies and even 1o this day. Ever heatd itin %9

any part of the world\

SAvit e Yo/ o

‘ (% WHO IS AN \NTOUCHABLE? Pp—&-e

Having said so the f rei%r’lgrwwill naturally curious to
know who is an untpuchahle. Let-mite our foreign friends that
India is perhaps the most cymplicated coantry in the world. It
is difficult even for ﬁndian to understand it. Scholars among
Indians have not been able to\inravel the mystery that is India.
Lis2,360-yemrs=sitpeligiony Hinduism, stands like a coloss SS
agless and deathless, not only withstanding every onslapght  but
getting fresh props as years pass. \ The most imgﬁnt institu-
tion created by Hinduism—the thir largest religion in thoé world
-is the caste system : a four-fold division of the Hindu society
arranged ony the basis of ascending order of reverence and
decending gg@,( of contempt. This
an ingenious invention-is a fantastic i stitution, the depth of
which cannot be fathonied by even Indiah social scientists, let
alone foreign experts.” It can be compared, to a pyramid. The
Brahmin belonging to the ritually purest\nd the highest caste
group stands at the apex of this pyramid. %\1

e following is the

descending of contempt :- \
N : ﬂc‘/’j‘ : ‘ ‘

ierarchical caste systeme—

R S o
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Brahmin
Kshatriya,
Vaishya
Shudra

. THE ROLE OF BRAHMIN 7 2 . S
7 npw\f:x coits v e dng o T BoPs i b
Each caste group is divided on the basis of their profession-

fixed and permanent - reserving the intellectual pursuits to the
Brahmin. Though for ing just about five per cent of the total

s i

Indian population, }\f}are t \g{m(/)é't powerful caste in India.

without whom the country cannot th’ihk or act. Brahmins control
everything not only as ¢ intellectual ** leaders but even as politi-
cal and Government. leaders: Tk;é ruling class of India consists
principally of the Brahmins d;a)scri"bél as the ‘‘ bhoodevatas ”’
(Gods of the earth). Dr. A bedkar says : The Brahmins are
a governing class is hardly ofpen to question. There are two
tests one could apply. Firgt is the sentiment of the people
and second is the control of the administration- I am sure
there cannot be a bettér and more decisive test than these
two. As to the first, t}dere cannot be any doubt. Taking the
attitude of the pcople,lr' the person of the Brahmin is sacred.”
(What Congress an ' Gandhi have d&o—tﬁ to untoucpablcs
— page 194 —Thack?, and Co. Bombay, 1945). e

As to the seconyf test, take a caste statistics of those occupy- :

ing the top p?sgizx"r'in the country. Anybody can get thE answer.
¥

Of the P imq Ministers that India had, g were
Brahmins :— Ja %&lgklgehra, &f ”g,e’ughter Indira Gandhi and i
1

Morarji Desal, majority of Ministers in every central cabinet
are also Brahmiins. From birth to death and even after death,
Brahmins arejconsulted by all the rest of the population.

{ India cannot think without Brahmin. India cannot live without .
. Brahmins‘. They have a stranglehold on the life of this country.
" The entire * sacred scriptures’’ - the Vedas, the Upanishads, the
two Puranas, the Bhagavad Gita, The Manu Smriti—are mostly



their ‘creations. As the/priestly class manning tLhS millions of

g&‘
2
the Indian population-divided into hundreds of castes gg
and sub-castes. = Being a hetro%gx_o 'ﬁ,’“’ul” it contains the most %
powerful land-owning communityfand other service caites—e C
allotted a particular duty : barb€rs, fishermen, shepherds, and 3 §
scores of such professions that gre necessary to run a village.’And =
- India being essentially a country of villages, these caste and sub—
i caste groups are faithfully fgllowing their caste professions. There | b
* may-be ‘occasional rumblifgs but because of the powerful Hindu g ’
I religion, which has messerised the ‘v:'\holc cog_pirz; x;yb’c:iy &h’;g ‘
. does his duty without a/murmur. e Agi~ Coslg R u
TIPS I otk ons G s |
' So far we have ¢nly touched the caste Hindus coming under L
| four-fold division. /But the Eymch’ables do not come under this
four-tier caste sysgem and, therefore, they are outside the caste ‘3
fold. That is hy they are called outcastes- Because they (’?
do not come ynder the caste system-the bedrock on which the

{

I

l

’ magnificent edifice Hindu religion is built, ,{ they are not )
| o
|

i

considered Hi&ggs. : n orship Hj duﬁéo S azd can, i

ﬁ)‘ggfl’\ H“f‘ndu scrip%res;\%&uﬁz%y % /élfk), &@2»95&7
e 1evine rofoq) [recuon T et T il

Though {2 i outside the caste system and outside Hindu

‘z religion,/é forms’ tﬁé&foundation of the human pyramid referred

to above. carrjss the weight of the entire Hindu population.

i Such a hierarchical caste pyramid is something unique, unparalle-

' lled in the whole world. Muslims may be divided into Shias

!

and Sunnis, C hristians into Catholics and Protestants and other
sects but one sect does not claim superiority over the other. But
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servile, hean lowest of the

2

dead cattle, shoe—making and generally landless agricultural labo-
urers. The Hindu rellglo prohlbxts anu ouchable from owmng

lands. ’ ?In . : h N‘”“"’ N //\.M
o :‘Ym%& ey

The-gea&e-m-i!g class in India forms about ten percent of the
society - whether it is in the village,. the district, the state or the
country as a whole. India may have a parliament elected on adult
franchise and this Parliament may elect its Prime Minister. But
whether it is the Parliament member, Cabinet Minister -or_even
Prime Minister of the country—nobody can go against uling

-class. Tt is the ruling class that governs India and not the Gover-

mpass the unt chables
e relor

nment. The Constitution of India may say anything, Parliament
my legislate anything, the Cabinet may decide anything and the
Government may finally act on anything. But if the ruling class
does not like it, nothing will be implemented. It is the ruling
class that decides ‘and not anybody else. That is why all those
measures, however good intentioned they may be, if it is not to
the liking of the rLnggg (\:l}s&'iff h{sfremainul only on paper. The
matter is simple. ~ No ‘Government can survive antagonising the
ruling class,~~ This ruling class, as already stated, comprises
ﬁiﬁg ly“@© Brahmins and other upper castes and upper classes.
But let it be understood that thlS entlre ing class does not enco-

Mb/m

Dr. Ambedkar says : To take the Brahmins first, ‘hlstorx-
cally they have been the most inveterate enemy of the servile
classes (Shudras and the unteuchables) who together form
about 80 per cent of the totaﬁldu population. If the common
man belonging to the servile classes in India is today so fallen,
so degraded, so devoid of hope and ambition, it is entirely
due to the Brahmins and their philosophy. The cardinal
principles of this philosophy of Brahminism are five :~ 5
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1 graded meqqahty Bemiegl\the different classesg/

(.2. complete dlsarmament of the Shudras and the untouch-
b

e ables. )

¢ complete prohibition of t

e education of the Shudras i

4. ban on the Shudras and

Q:.hlg,h -places of _power and at

& untouchables occupying I
thority ;

B

___property —
Q(r. complete subjugation and
Inequality is the oﬂicxal doctrine o

aspi uality haj gb(
' "’-'“,‘,‘_“«“.‘:?r....umm--v-v'- without a remorse as their ‘
bounden duty.  There are countries|where education did not ‘
spread beyond a few. But India is the only country where the
inteliectual class, namely, the Brahmins not only made edu-
cation their monopoly, but declared acguisiton of education
by the lower classes, a crime punishaBle by cutting off of their
tongue, or by the pouring of molten lead into the ear of the
offender. The Congress politicians co mplain that the British
are ruling India by a wholesale disarmhment of the people of
India. But they forget that disarmamént of the Shudras and
the untouchables was the rule of lay promulgated by the
Brahmins.

i

A

('Eldeed so strongly did the Brahmins believe in the disar-
mament of the Shudras and the untouchgble that when they
revised the law to enable the Brahmins to arm themselves
for protection of their own privileges, they maintained the
ban on the Shudras and the untouchables as it was without
lessening its rigour.  If the large majority of people of India
appear today to be thoroughly emasculated , With no manlin-
ess, it is the result of the Brahminic policy of wholesale disa-
rmament to which they have been subjected from untold
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\ ages. There is no social evil and no social wrong to which the
»

|

Brahmin does 10t give his support. Man’s inhumanity to
A man, such as the|feeling of caste, untouchability, unapproa-
; chability and uns¢eability is a religion to him. It would,
! however, be a mibtake to suppose that only the wrongs of
’ man are a religion to him. For, the Brahmin has given his
\ sapport to the wprst wrongs that women have suffered from
\ ‘in any part of the world. Widows were not allowed to re-
marry. The Brahmin upheld the doctrine.  Girls were req-
uwired to be married| before 8 and the husband had the right to
consummate the madrriage at any time thereafter, whether she
had reached pubetty or not did not matter. The Brahmin
/ gave the doctrine his strongest support. The record of the f
Brahmins as law givers for the Shudras, for the untouchables
and for women is the blackest as compared with the record
of the intellectual dlass in other parts of the world. For
no intellectual class | has prostituted its intelligence to keep
his uneducated counfrymen in a perpetual state of ignorance
and poverty as the| Brahmins have done in India. Every
. Brahmin today beligves in the philosophy of Brahmanism 1
| propounded by his forefathers. He is an alien element on
the Hindu society. e Brahmin vis-a-vis Shudras, untouc-
hables are as foreigﬂ ak the German is to the French, as the
Jew s to the Gentile or as the White is to the Negro- There is
a real gulf between him and the lower classes of Shudras and
untouchables. He is hot only alien to them but he is also
hostile to them, there lis no room for conscience and there is |
no call for justice.” (Ibid Page 203-205) /,._\\\ |
e !
Rural India has changed very little fom the time th1 l
written. It is because Hindu India does not believe in ch f 1
When there is so much of a gulf between the ruling class an |
the rest, between touch;ible Hindus and the u _}touchables
itself , one can very w‘pll imagine the chasm between the 4
the ruling class and the ‘u suchables. It is like the North !
Pole and the South Pole‘ ““In other countries, there is, at '
|
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- at the most, a hyphen between the Governing class and the
rest. In India, there is a bar between the two. A hyphen
is only separation ; but a bar is a severance with interests and
sympathies completely divided. In other countries, there is
a continuous replenishment of the governing class. In India,
the governing class is a close corporation in which nobody,
not born in it, is admitted. ** (Ibid - Page 220. )@

8. HINDU RELIGION gz |

Foreign friends may wander why India is like this. Why
Indians are behaving Li.k;fhis strange way. Th pswer to e i

this question is to be found in the Hindu religion whiéh has %y
conditioned the Hindu mind. ‘" Hinduism preaches'separation %
instead of union. To be 2 Hindu means not to mix, to be !
separate in everything ........ the real genius of Hinduism is to ?% |
mix, to divide ........ caste is another name for separation and ;
untouchability typifies the extremist form of separation of ii

community from community - from community *’
(Ibid-Page 179) '

g i

That is why Hindu India is not a nation and can never be gg‘ A
natjon. Itjsa é""ﬁ&,?f na%]onalltles, ach fast E‘Eseparate L
naﬂﬁn [ L}.z;{nguage has further divided the people. Fact—
ually, the Hindus and the untouchables are divided by a ; E
fencc made of barbid yaire 2 ‘Ibld pagé 179.) DCM B {

o - 7

SEP ATE SZATEHOOD_ /El;w/ﬂf“m w\o)»g{ zufdw
It was only the British who for the fll’St tlme umted Indla \./
under one Government and the moment they jn 1947 it got

Ml'r

divided mto India and P klsta The
a' erarat tzte 18 wdy I ia Wl“ get %'Vl ed and sub
divided. Hmdu rehglon divides and not unite the Indians. No.

There is no Indlan in India. Any visitor to India can make out this
in no time. b‘/""“ n L~9“ﬂ In frds

w2 Cofl Atk [/
i @ Wnchables of India also fbe—t-hé:ﬂm*m:ec ‘

d'eme-ﬂd'cd-—a—mpm homeland ez “"dahtastan o 6‘“‘ 1
p) !
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inhuman “tortures, burning of untouchables reamx
in the state of Maharashtra in the middle of 1978. The Govern-
ment itself has admitted that the atrocities against untouchables
have been going up year after ye Hindu fascist organisation
callgd the ,RSS has managed to control of the- ruling Janata
par 138 the Government and this is the reason for the increasing
numBer of atrocities on untouchables and Muslims since early
1977. The lewest killings Mtouchables that enveloped a whole
state of Maharashtra were on a simple issue of renaming a
University after theodate= Dr- BER. Ambedkar, the greatest
leader of untouchables and perhaps the grgatest :l‘ndian since the
Buddha. It was justa’ pretext. The touc&leﬁ, o form the
majority in every village, ;were waiting for an opportunity to
pounce on the untguchables. And the Hindu prejudice poured
out in full fury as never before and they pounced on the untou-
chables like mad dogs. The Marathwada massacre both in
intensity and total damage will exceed all other previous atroeities
on untguchables. Never before the country has witnessed such a
wholesale war on the untouchables. The real cause was not-the
renaming of the university but the constitutional safeguards given
to the untouchables. Even these little crumbs of bread, bones and
skin thrown at those waiting outside the grand feast in the Hindu
household led to heart-burning.

4
The Marathwada massacre has wvm-}—m the fear.s

of Dr. Ambedkar that the majority rule (democracy) in India
means the rule of the majority community which in turn means

the touchables. A< M{fﬁd“ Cofly 1o b

Eindus control the Government, the police,
the judiciary, press.and everything-military also. And whenever
there is any violence against untguchables the whole world comes

— dewn b(_)_gjhem ) ,hfy-t Marathwada massacre of untopghables
e ”‘f %”prove tHis “once ‘again. So it is an organised c"&nspua@

"‘againsta friendless, helpless, social leper. They are neither
allowed to live nor die. So the ug&puchables hover between life

and death. They area living dead- Do you know this ?
&8ess @%fu Ten < TR
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That is why we say demogracy can
“To put the matter in gendral terms, Hinduism and social
union are incompatible. Bylits very genius Hinduism believes
in social separation which is\another name for social disunity
and even creates social separation. If Hindus wish to be one
they will have to discard Hinduism, They cannot be one
without violating Hinduism. Hinduism is the greatest obstacle

“"ﬂ?i:’f&tﬁ hifers Asrn: ip Aoy
| M’/ A .
': ah”:ﬁevgrwor in i Tl

L
l of the Hindu unity. Hinduisn cannot create that longing to
\ belong which is the basis of all §ocial unity. On the contrary
Hinduism creates an eagerness fo separate’’ (Ibid-Page 179).‘)_(.'j
y

10. INDIAN MARXISTS':U A o

! The Marathwada aas€untouchhbles rectsthat iagZi/for full
10 days and enveloped a region inh3bited by 10 million people in
which hundreds of untguchables sufféred have once for all exposed
the Indian Left parties both ip theogy\and practice. The leadership
of the tiesw ahBatea by upper castes) particularly
Brahmin ii has'\failed to take note ofi{the social problems arising
out of the éaste system. The probleny of untouchability is never
discussed by these parties which blindly interpret the Marxian
dialectics without suitably modifying the theory and tactics tc
suit the peculiar Indian conditions as Mao did in China. The
Indian Marxists speak only of ‘‘clasg™ struggle“and not of.
“‘caste™ struggle:‘ Since ‘‘class’’ conscipusness may exist only
in urban areas, that too among the industyial labour, the Marxist
influence could hardly penetrate the rural\ areas-not to speak of
i the untouchables who have been totally\left out of the Left
' move%t. What is the use of a Marxist\ party that does not

inspire the socially lowest and economically poorest [ 72; ".ﬂ,,
Pl -5

| The upper caste Indian Left leadership ighored the untoucha-

;‘ bles because i‘Efound the i ,up«,\i'r\lgpve jent. 1 The very fact that
5 P4 T G363 : d

‘ in the Marathwada massa Fg’\no left party has sided with the
untouchables proves the total disenchantment of the pptouchables
with Indian Marxists. They don’t know that \as long as caste
system remains it will pose the biggest danger to class strugglé

(@7 9
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t brings unity in Hindu India and not “‘class’’.
and even Marxists lenesia

Gail Omvedt, an American, Social scientisty who had made

the most scientific study of /the Marathwada ma

““Having deniéd the realify of caste except as illusory pa
the super structure, it i¥no wonder that communists {in In ia)
have never injtiated and led & democratic movement aimed

specifically at a bolityon of caste discrimination....”” 9
: £ {(Frontier — Page 40— gpt.30.1978)
r K e 615";—.(»4 wa.gj,nz}?e;gmM“

it

il LET DOWN BY EVERYBODY : P~
This way, the \ntouchables have been let down not only by

the ruling class but dven by the Left parties. They are friendless.
'Il‘Ah.e @tg&w of IA dia has abohshec} ‘(on pape:r) unt(')uchablhty-
U is meartRg 30 years \and untouchability continues 1n full fury.
That is because the cp titution abolished only untouchability
but not the caste syste As long as the caste system is not
abolished untouchability\ cannot be abolished. The ruling class
_knows it and that is why \it has no plans to abolish the caste system.

i 6@";_»;,6/2’{’“«4
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That means Indials \ruling class does not want to abolish
3 untouchability, because’ i brings lot of socio-economic benefits
and more than anything ele the bulk votes of the chhables

?t?;?j ruling class. H : ‘\‘VW 'mok/-v tShsed,

The untouchm may bs big*’i’n number but they are poor, SO
weak, so terror—stricken. The have neither political, economic
nor social status - almost 100, per cent illiterate. They are
desparate. Darkness stares at their faces. Under such a helpless
state how can they organise any opposition lagainst a heartless

: o el b, oled anle M) abeCr
5 Emdu; sg%&-ﬁ/m ,H,f"? e 78 rasck 5 20%9 - T
P> i(hout%str' ingj:gmdu rélig

ion, untouchability cannot go.
But are they in-

ghis in§ E ég g%” No. Never.
he v i %.
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—APPEAL TO UNO % LoV emny

Hence, in all humility and in utter helplessness they are 15;
forced to demand a separate homelanw Not because
& nt to be separated but because the Findu
a:v); ho it ,paw‘y & - S An toucha-
bles feel that under a democracy,lﬁxe people have/a right to ‘L‘
demand what they want. Since India has procldimed to the

world as Mhe only perfecga tic country , fh the world, \1t
must accede to the demand of the untouchable’s for a separate

hom’Land (WY W, V) t—z Nt ro
wa ‘lA A
An is endeavour for a separate ,homeland the untou-

chables of India, the single largest persecuted mayhemed minori- g E
ties of the world, want to approach the UNO and its Human %}

Rights anzgnsm n World ut % Odlf ho has < 31
‘sﬁﬁcornerm hlsorh?:deart Tite Blacks 0? fric e of m

Ameri P lestinians &E%other struggling groups errsecu ed
miher erpwhose problem all put together would
pale into insignificance before/ that of the Indian Untouchables -
may please lend a sympathetic hand in their fight for survival,
/.
shed a tear or two over th¢ living corpses. - Ay ’
g £orp $7;

° (4 2 ]

’ ’

Do youz;low that .d_iaozc&beign,ged to t% And today
the very own s"?,"f“f’{l ia a'?e being 'butchered 32 \R
/ T 4R

The Untouchables also know that there are any number of
Whites who are sympatheticto the urges of the Bl SWOCS
just as there are gome touchable Hindus inside I;%Q the phght;
of the untouchables. Such of them are requeste 0 spare a

~ thoughtTo the/world’s most heinous crime that is perpetrated
inside India/ Untouchables urge upon foreign journalists and
writers to take up the cause of these ‘“Wretched of the Earth’’,
and focus jnternational attention on this cleverly concealed part

of the Ipdian life. Expose the truth to the whole world. Let

of Hindu humbug be torn and its ugly face of hypocrisy
paraded all over.

We also appeal to the Marxists in China. Russia and other



countries to clear the cobwebs from the minds of their Indian
counterparts. Let them impress upon the Indian communists
that the Wuchables form thé most revolutionary segment of th
Indian populdtxon and that India will never have a revolutic

mL%ltthem WVC WE\M%

ommunists of the world outside, please note that the Indian

Ei chables are a dynami E aher bod like steel and the
mind? a Volcano f i Eey would burn the)\:v ole land once ignited
Somebody has to f\t the dynamite and it will explode anﬁ
explodes the whole world will tremble. The untouc

assure that the Indian revolution of their dreamsLW'll surpass even
G_:rgqlpkm‘on in every respect. And the untouchables

you when India goes Red’the wholée world will go Red.

We long for Revolution, we yearn for Revolution, we

pine for Revolution and we are prepared to die for Revolution.
Let hundreds of lim/touchables die so that others may live in

peace,; his counlry js ours. Therefore. we love India more
OAA
thanﬁy&%‘ﬂs@ -HWe want to liberate India froﬁ lt ;anny and

this most gory form of apartheid.
WP .~ U"’/ -
Friends of the \b’\pl&ease ﬁto usher in that Revolution.
__..-—0_

The Document was Circulated by Mr. D. M. Thimmarayappa,
Convener Dalit Action Committee, Karnataka—India, who
represented the Untouchables of India at the Asian Race
and Minorities Conference held at Auckland, New
Zealand, from Nov. 10 to 17-1978.
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